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May it pleaſe your Royal Highneſs, 


THE following Devotions do in their 
original language, abundantly recom- 
mend themſelves to the world, not on- 
ly by their own intrinſic worth, but by 
the authority of that venerable name, 
among whoſe works they are publiſh'd. 
And ſince this laſt advantage is what the 
Engliſh cannot receive from the charac- 
ter of the tranſlator, your Royal High- 
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neſs will, 1 hope, have the goodneſs to 

pardon his ambition, in preſuming to 
ſupply that defect, by the honour of 
your Royal Highneſs's patronage and ac- 
ceptance. That holy zeal, which they are 


intended to kindle in others, good men 


behold with great ſatisfaction already 
ſhining bright in your Royal Highneſs ; 
ſo that their proper and utmoſt efficacy 
to be attained with regard to You, Ma- 


dam, is the cheriſhing and exerciſing that 


devotion and piety, which I pray God 
they may in ſome degree be ſerviceable 
for inſpiring common readers with. May 
the Fountain of all goodneſs preſerve 
Your precious life, and continue your 
Royal Highneſs long to us a bright ex- 
ample, and a fignal bleſſing to this and 


future ages: may he hear and grant the 


daily petitions of his Church, + Endue 


Jou with his holy ſpirit, enrich You 


e with his heavenly grace, proſper You 
„ with all happineſs, and bring You to 
his everlaſting kingdom.” 'Thefe, Ma- 
dam, I beg leave, with all humility and 
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DEDICATORY. v 
7 moſt profound reſpect, to aſſure your 


Royal Highneſs, are the ſincere, earneſt, 
/ = conſtant prayers of, 


(May it pleaſe your Royal Highneſs) 


"2 Your Royal Highneſs's 


RR. 
1 APRIL 12, 5 


i Moſt obedient, and 


Moſt devoted Servant, 
1701. 


GEO. STANHOPE. 
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ST. AUGUSTINE'S 


' MEDITATIONS. 


A prayer for the reformation of life. 


. PIRE my ſoul, O Lord my God, with a holy 
I ü'deſire of thee, my chief, my only good, that 1 
may fo earneſtly deſire as diligently to ſeek thee, ſo 
= ſucceſsfully ſeek as to be happy in finding thee ; make 
maee ſo ſenſible of that happineſs in finding, as moſt paſ- 
ſionately to love thee; ſo effectually to expreſs that 


© love, as to make ſome amends for my paſt wickedneſs, 
by hating and forſaking my former evil courſes, and 


entring upon a converſation exemplarily pious for the 
time to come, 

Give me, dear God, eint repentance, an humble 
and contrite ſpirit; make my eyes a fountain of tears, 
and my hands liberal diſpenſers of alms, and unweari- 
ed inſtruments of good works. Thou art my king; 
reign abſolute in my heart, ſubdue and expel thence 
all rebellious paſſions; quench all the impure burn- 
ings of fleſhly luſts, aud kindle in it the bright fire of 
thy love, 
| A 
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Thou art my Redeemer, beat down and drive out tlie 
ſpirit of pride, and impart to me, in much mercy, the 
treaſure of thy own unexamplec hnmility, and wonder- 
ful conde ſcenſion. 

Thou art my Saviour, take from me the rage of an- 


ger; and arm me, I beſeech thee, with the ſhield of 


patience, 
Thou art my Creator, root out from me all tha? 
rancour and malice whereby my nature is corrupted ; 
and implant in me all that ſweetneſs and gentleneſs of 
temper, which may render me a man made in thy own 
image, and after the likeneſs of thy own divine good- 
neſs. | 

Thou art my moſt merciful and indulgent Father, 
O grant thy own child thoſe beſt of gifts; a firm and 
right faith, a ſtedfaſt and well grounded: hope, and a ne- 
ver- failing charity. 


O my director and governor, turn away from me, 
I beſeech thee, vanity and filthineſs of mind, a wande- 


ring heart, a ſcurrilous tongue, a proud look, a glut- 
tonous belly; preſerve me from the venom of ſlander 
and detraction, from the itch of curioſity, from the 
thirſt of covetouſneſs, ambition and vain-glory ; from 
the deceits of hypocriſy, the ſecret poiſon of flattery; 
from contempt of the poor, and oppreſſion of the help- 
leſs; from the canker of envy, the fever of avarice, and 
the peſtilential diſeaſe of blaſphemy and prophaneſs. 


Prune away my ſuperfluity of naughtineſs, and purge 


me from all manner of injuſtice, raſhneſs, and obſtina- 
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cy; from impatience, blindneſs of heart, and cruelty 
of diſpoſition. | | | | 
Incline me to obey that which 1s good, and to com- 
ply with wholſome advice ; enable me to bridle my 
tongue, and to contain my hands from wrong and rob- 
bery. Suffer me not to inſult the poor, to defame the 
innocent, to deſpiſe my inferiors, to treat my ſervants 
with ſeverity and ſcorn, to fail in due affection towards 
my friends and relations, or in kindneſs and compaſſion 
towards my neighbours and acquaintance. 

O my God, thou fountain of mercy, I beg thee, for 
the ſake of the Son of thy love, diſpoſe me to the love 
and practice of kindneſs and mercy ; that I may have 
a tender fellow-teeling of my brethrens afflictions; and 
apply my ſelf cheerfully to rectify their miſtakes, to 
relieve their miſeries, to ſupply their wants, to comfort 
their ſorrows; to aſſiſt the oppreſſed, to right the in- 
jured, to ſuſtain the needy, to cheriſh the dejected, to 
releaſe them that are indebted to me, to pardon them 
that have offended me, to love them that hate me, to 
render good for evil, to deſpiſe none, but pay all due 
reſpect to every man. Give me grace to imitate thoſe 
that live well, to avoid and beware of them do that ill; 
to follow all manner of virtue, and utterly abandon and 


detect all ſort of vice: make me patient in adverſity, 
and moderate in proſperity. Set a watch before my 


mouth, and keep the door of my lips : Wean my affect- 
tions from things below, and let them be eager and. 
fix d upon heaven, and heavenly things. 

ER, | A 2 
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CHAP. 1. 


An act of ſelf-accuſation, and imploring the divine 
mercy. 


HOU, Lord, who haſt formed me, knoweſt the 

work of thy own hands, and yet, becauſe thy 
creature, I have been bold to aſk many and preat mer- 
cies, though Je than, and altogether unworthy of, the 
leaſt of all thy mercies, I acknowledge, O my God, 
with ſhame and ſorrow, that not only the gifts and gra- 
ces I have been imploring all this while, are in no de- 
gree my due; but that many and grievous ſufferings and 
© Judgments are what I have moſt juſtly deſerv'd at thy 
hands, But when my ſoul feels it {elf ſinking under the 
weight of this melancholy reflection, the publicans, and 
harlots, and ſinners, thoſe wandring and loſt ſheep, which 
the good ſhepherd ſought ſo carefully, drew back from 
the very brink of the helliſh precipice ſo ſeaſonably, 
brought home upon his ſhoulders ſo joyſully, and laid 
in his boſom ſo affectionately; theſe raiſe my drooping 
ſpirits, and give new life to my hopes. For thou, my 
God, thou haſt made all things by thy power, and art 
wonderful in all thy doings ; yet art thou moſt wonder- 
ful, and exceeding glorious in thy works of pity and love. 
In this ſenſe too is that moſt true, which thou ſpeakeſt 
of thy ſelf by the mouth of thy ſervants. *© The Lord 
is good to all, and his tender mercies are over all his 


works. And what was ſaid of one particular perſon, 


we molt truly apply to thy people in general, *My mer- 


| 
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cy will I not take from him'. For thou abhorreſt de- 
ſpiſeſt, forſakeſt no man, but ſuch only as, loſt to all 
' ſenſe of their own duty and happineſs, do firſt deſpiſe 
and forſake thee. 
Hence is it that thou doſt not only not ſtrike when 


S BY chou art not angry, but even when thou art molt juſlly 
* fo. Thou giveſt good things liberally, upon the re- 
Fa queſt of thoſe wretches who have provok'd thee to an- 
7e ger. O my God, the horn of my ſalvation, and my 
I, rel :fage, I am ſadly ſenſible that I am one of thoſe miſe- 
1” 15 Fable wretches; } have provok'd thy wrath, and done 
e- evil in thy ſi bikes and yet thou hoideſt thy hand. 
id 7 © have ſinn'd, and thou haſt ſuffer d; 1 have offended, 
y and till thou beareſt with me. If I repent, thou ſpa- ** 
ne : reſt; if I return, thou receiveſt me with open arms; 
id © nay, even while I delay, thou waitelt patiently for my 
ch 1 ke coming back to thee, Thou calleſt me to thee, when + 
m 1 go aſtray; thou inviteſt me while I am deaf ro thy 
„„ _ © gracious calls; thou ſtay'ſt till I ſhake of my wicked 
id floth; and, when thy prodigal child at laſt bethinks 
ng himſelf, Thou meeteſt and embraceſt him moſt gladly, 
ny Thou inſtructeſt my ignorance, comforteſt my ſorrows, 
art keepeſt me from falling, raiſeſt me up when J am fal- 
er een, giveſt when 1 aſk, art found when J ſeek thee, 
ve. and openeſt the door when 1 knock. 
eſt + Thus, O God of my ſalvation, I have nothing to 
"rd | offer in my own excuſe; no plea to make when thou 
his Chargeſt me with folly, There is no refuge for me, 
on, but in thy goodneſs and protection; no place to hide 


er- Ny. me in from thy all- ſeeing eye. Thou haſt ſhew'd 
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me the right way; thou halt taught me how I ought 
to walk in it; thou haſt threaten'd the torments of hell 
to affright me from wickedneſs ; and promis'd the joys 
of heaven to enconrage my obedience, 

And now, O Father of mercies, and God of all 
comfort, perfed, 1 beſeech thee, theſe gracious deſign 
upon thy ſervant; poſſeſs me throughly with thy fear, 
that I may not dare to incur thy threatnings ; and fup- 
port me with the joy of thy ſalvation, that I miy be 
ſill'd with thy love, and cheerfully run the race that 
leadeth to thy gracious promiſes, Thou, O Lord, art 
my ſtrength, my God, my refuge, and only deliverer : 
() be thou pleas'd to inſpire my ſoul with proper 
thoughts of thee : teach my tongue fit words to call 
upon thee acceptably; and enable my hands, and e- 
very member to do the thing that picaſeth thee, I 
know full well that there is one way of pacifying thy 
wrath, one offering which thy mercy will not reject, 
The ſacrifices of God are a troubled ſpririt, a broken 
and a contrite heart my God will not deſpiſe,” 

Yet even this I cannot give my God, unleſs he firſt 
vouchſafe to give it me, And therefore, © O thou fa- 
ther of lights, from whom every good thing cometh, 
enrich me, I beſeech thee, with this, I aſk no other 
treaſure; let this be my introduction into thy preſence, 
this my defence againſt the aſſaults of ſpiritual enemies; 
this my fountain of tears to queach the flames of fin ; 
this my ſure retreat from the fury of inordinate paſions 


and deſires. 


Saffer me not, O thou ſtrength of my foul's  bealth 


1 
1 
© 


t. 
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"* ſuffer me not, I beg, to be one of thoſe weak Chriſtians, 
who for fa time believe, and in time of temptation fall 


away.” But cover thou my head 1n the day of battle; 
for thou, thou only art my hope in the day of n 8 
and my ſafety in the time of danger. 


Thus do I come to thee, my light, and my fal- 


* vation,” imploring the bleſſings of which I ſtand in need, 


*. 


ne = 


and declaring the miſ?rics of which I am afraid. But 
in the midſt of this, addreſs, I feel a check from within; 
my conſcience ſtings, and my heart miſgives me; love 
bids me hope, but ſenſe of ſin bids me fear; and dread 


of thy diſpleaſure damps that zeal with which my heart 
approaches thee; when I reflect on my own doings, I 

can't but A 88d : When I lock up to thy goodneſs I'm 
full of hope. The kindneſs of my God invites and 
Trades me forward, the wickedneſs of my own heart 
_— and pulls me back. And all my faults appear 
in ſuch ghaſtly ſhapes before my eyes as almoſt hinder 


15 a holy confidence, but quite beat down the boldneſs of 


preſumption, 


. 


The ſinner's lamentation for his prayers not being 
heard. 


Hus is my ſoul diſtracted with different paſſions, 
when I appear before the divine majeſty, And 


bow, alas! ſhould it be otherwiſe ? for with what face 
can that man entreat a favour, who hath deſerv'd no- 
thing but hatred and indignation ? what raſhneſs is it 


3 MEDITATIONS. 

to aſk glory, when puniſhment only is his due? The 
malefactor provokes his judge, and inſtead of ſatisfying 
for his offence, he expects to be honour'd with crowns 
and rewards : he lies under ſentence of condemnation, 
and is it not inſolent to ſue for a bounty, to which he 
hath no manner of pretence ? A ſtupid child provokes 
a molt affectionate father, and is it not yet a greater 
provocation to aſſume to himſelf the claim of inheriting, 
"till he have firſt retracted his undutiful behaviour? 
this, O my Father, I confeſs with grief to be my own 
caſe, I aſk; life, and have deſerved death: I have been 
diſloyal to my king, and yet have the confidence to fly 
to him for protection: I have deſpiſed my judge, and 
armed his angry juſtice againſt my guilty ſelf, and yet 
this very judge I betake my ſelf to for ſuccour. I have 
ſtopped my ears againſt the commands of a father, and 
yet I take upon me to depend upon him for his paternal 
affection and care. 

To thee I come; but oh! how long do I make it be- 
fore I come? how much precious time do I trifle away 
in this moſt important, molt neceſſary affair? my feet 
alas! are ſwift to ruin, but ſlow in the way that leads 
to life and ſafety. I run after ſickneſs, and wounds, 
and death, and take no care to ſhun the darts which 
made thoſe wounds, even when I have felt the ſmart, 
and am healed of the ſore. I prevented not thoſe dar- 
gers which might have been avoided, and am at laſt 
awakened into a ſenſe of them, when they have brought 
me to the very gates of the grave, I have added to my 
plagues by multiplying my tranſgreſſions, and torn 


ts 


ts 
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5 f open my old wounds, by relapſing into my former evil 


courſes; and thoſe maladies which the ſpiritual phyſi- 


tian had cured, the frantick patient hath again brought 


a4 


upon himſelf: the ſore which was {kinn'd over, now 
breaks out afreſh, becauſe inflamed by that repeated 
= folly, which hath forfeited the mercy extended before. 
I know who hath declared, that when the righteous 
man turneth away from his righteouſneſs, and commit- 
N teth iniquity, all the righteouſneſs that he hath done 


' ſhall not be mentioned *.* And if this righteous man, 


when he falls into fin, loſe all the beneſit of his former 


- righteouſneſs, what good can be expected for the inef- 


” fectual remorſe of that ſinner, who commits evil, and 


repents of it, and then does the ſame evil again? this 
is to me a mortifying thought; to me, who have ſo of- 
ten returned with the dog to the vomit, and with the 
> ſow that was waſhed, to her wallowing in the mire r.“ 


How oft I have offended, it is not in my power to 


remember: but this I own with a heavy heart, that, 


in general, I have taught men how to fin, and made 
thoſe wife and flalful in wickedneſs, who liv'd before 
in happy ignorance of it, I have perſuaded them who 


were averſe, forced them that reſiſted me, and readily 
complied and taken part with thoſe whoſe inclinations 


were to do amiſs, I have laid ſnares for thoſe who walk 
ked ſecurely; betrayed thoſe into the pit, who defir'd 
to be informed 1n the right way; and, that I might 


dare to be guilty of thoſe things, I have dared to forget 
and drive out of my mind thoſe good principles, and 


* J. Ty 9 
KZEK; A 11}, 24. 4 4 . 11. >=» 


10 MEDITATIONS. 


great obligations of gratitude to ſo good a God, the 
which ſhould have reſtrain'd me from them 

But, how faulty ſoever my own memory may be, yet 
I have to deal with a juſt ard terrible judge: one 
who ſeals up my ini zuities in a bag, and 'ſpics out all 
my ways*,”* And tho? thou heſt holden thy p-ace, and 
haſt been ſtill, and refraineſt thyſelf a long time, yet 
1 dread to think the day will come. when thou ſhalt cry 
like a traveling woman, and deliroy and deyour the 
ungodly at once 5. 


CHAP. IV. 
An act of fear. 


FT HE Lord, even the moſt mighty God, ſhall 

come, I know thou ſhalt appear, and not al- 
ways keep ſilence $:* then ſhall thy glory be ſeen, then 
ſhall thy voice be heard, then thy terrors felt by all the 
world; when a fire ſhall devour before thee, and a 
horrible tempeſt be ſtit'd up round about thee. When 
thou ſhalt call to the heavens from above, and to the 
earth, that thou mayſt judge thy people.“ And muft 
our fins, which we now ſo induſtriouſly conceal, muſt 
every aggravating circumſtance be then laid open, be- 
fore ſo many thouſand millions of witneſſes ? mult I be 
then upbraided before ſo many troops of angels and 
ſaints, with not my evil deeds only, but even with the 
ſins of word and thought? mult I ſtand then helpleſs and 


Job. xiv. 17. f Pfal. cxXxix. 1. f Iſai. xl. ii 14. 
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MEDITATIONS 11 


friendleſs before ſo many judges? muſt I be confoun- 


ded with the reproaches of ſo many eminent patterns 
of piety and virtue, whoſe examples 1 reſus'd to fol- 


low? muſt [ Rand the ſhock of fo many witneſſes, who 
wil! teſtify againſt me how often their charitable advice 


hath been given me to no purpoſe, and how ineffec- 


tual all the good they did was to provoke iny imitatt- 


on! bleſſed God! what ſhall 1 have to ſay, or how 
ſhall I find an evaſion ? the very zpprehenſion racks me 
at this diltance ; my conſcience lilies in my face; and 


1 have this diſmal proſpect continually in view, I ſee, 


and daily lament my danger; and every vicious diſpo- 

fition helps to dreſs up the woful ſcheme, My ſecret. 
imaginations {ting me, my covetouſneſs fetters me, 
pride accuſes, envy knaws and conſumes me, Juſt en- 
flames, intemperance ſhames me; detraction tortures, 
ambition ſupplants, violence and fraud upbraid; anger 
diſorders, gentleneſs makes me ſecure, ſloth overcomes, 
dypocriſy cheats me, flattery makes me effeminate, ap- 
plauſe and favour vain, ſlander full of anguiſh, 


Theſe, my great, my only deliverer, theſe are the 
fierce nations that make war againſt me: theſe the ac- 
quaintance I have been bred up with: this the compa- 
ny I have delighted to frequent, and contracted the 
molt intimate familiarity with, Thus the objects of 
my love condemn me, and to my ſhame and diſhonour. 
Theſe are the friends I have truſted, the teachers 1 have 


Jearnt of, the maſters, or rather rhe tyrants, I have li- 


ved in ſubjection to; the counſellors I have been go- 


» Yerned by, the cronies I have lived and acted with. 


B 2 


12 ME BI TA TI ORSVS. 


Wo is me, my God, that I have thus long dwelt 
in Meſech, and had my habitation among the tents of 
Kedar*,* For ſure, whatever reaſon David had, I have 
much greater, to lament, that my ſoul hath long dwel: 
among them that are enemies unto peace.” But thou, O 
Lord, art ſtill my hope and ſtay. In thy fight, it is 
true, ſhall no fleſh living be juſtified .* I put not, there- 
fore, any truſt in the ſons of men: for if thou, Lord, 
ſhouldeft be extream to mark what is done amiſs, who 
among them, is there that might abide it þ?* and there- 
fore, unleſs thou prevent the ſinner with thy mercy and 
pardon, for what hath been done amiſs, there cannot 
be any righteous to be glorified, any qualified for a re- 
ward for what hath been done well. 

Therefore it is, my. God and my ſalvation, that i 
believe in thee, as knowing that thy goodneſs leadeti 
to repentance}, How ſweet are thoſe words of thine to 
my throat! yea, ſweeter than honey to my mouth &, that 
no man cometh to thee except the father draw him, and 
that him who cometh to thee thou wilt in no wiſe call 
out i,” Since then, thou haſt not only inſtructed me in, 
but even given me new life, by the knowledge of this 
truth, and thus again made me thy own creature; 1 do, 

with all imaginable earneſtneſs, with all the ſincerity 
and zeal my heart is capable of, beſeech thee, al- 
mighty Father, together with thy molt dearly belove! 
Son, and thee, O beſt beloved Son, with thy molt ſwect 
comforter, draw me, that I may run after thee, an 

® Pal; 'xxX, $;6 + Pſal. exliii. 2. Pſal. xxx. 

E Rom. ii, 4. 5 Pfal. cxix. 109. | John. vi. 37, 44 
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elt he delighted with the odour of thy precious oigt- 
; of ments *,” | | 
ave ; 
rele E 
0 9 An addreſs to the Father in the Son's name. 
t 13 5 | 
re- ] Call upon thee, my God, yea, even upon thee do I 
Id, call, who declareſt thyſelf *nigh unto all ſach as call 
vho upon thee in truth.“ Yea, thou thyſelf art truth, 
re- and therefore teach me, for thy mercy's ſake, to per- 
and form this ſervice as I ought; for without thee I know 
mot Dot how to pleaſe thee; and therefore do make it my 
re-. moſt humble and earneſt requeſt to be taught by truth 
| Itſelf, All wiſdom without thee is no better than fol- 
at! ly, and to know thee alone is the ſum and perfection of 
Jeth . "nowledpe, Inform me, therefore, O divine wiſdom, 
eto and make me to underitand thy ſtatutes. For I am fully 
that perſuaded, that he, and he alone, 1s bleſſed whom thou 
and ; nurtureſt and teacheſt in thy law. | 
call My defire is to call upon thee, and to do it in truth: 
e in, but what can calling upon truth itſelf in truth mean, 
this except applying to the Father by the Son? therefore, 
| do, boly father, thy word is truth, and the beginning of all 
erity thy word in the goſpel hath told us, that, in the be- 
ab ginning was the word d.“ In that word of truth 1 call 
0 upon thee, O eſſential and original Truth, and beg to be 
Wet directed in, and thoroughly taught the truth. 
and And what can be more delightful than to addreſs 
5 © * Cant. i. 3. 4. f Pal. eli. 18. f Pfal. xciv. 14 


| 8 John. i. 1. 
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him that begot, in the name of his only begotten ? 4 Ml 


to move the Father to tenderneſs by the mention of hi W 


own dear Son? than to appeaſe the wrath cf a king, by Pie! 


3 
4 


interpoſſing the darling cf the family, the heir of a!i 


his dominions? thele are the powerful methods uſed by 


maletaQors for releaſe out of priſon ; by ſlaves and cay- = 


tives for obtaining freedom; by condemn'd perſons fo: Wt 


pardon; nay, powerful enough to prevail, not for par- . 


don only, but even for favour and advancement too. 


A king's anger cools inſtantly, if the offenders are ſuch | 9 
favourites of the prince, as to make uſe of his name and 
intereſt: and ſervants find it no hard matter to come 
off without blows, if the children employ their pretty 3 
endearments in their behalf. Since then theſe methods . 
are ſo ſucceſsful below, why ſhould they not have the 
fame good effect above? 1 will beg the almighty Fa- 
ther, for the fake of his almighty Son, to bring my 
ſoul out of priſon, that I may give thanks unto his name“. 
Looſe me, Lord, from the bands of my fins, for the ſake 
of thy only, thy coeternal Son; and by the interceſſion 
of that dear, thatdivine image and brightneſs of thy glo- 
ry, now fitting at thy right hand, be reconciled to a 
poor ſinful wretch; and inſtead of that death my wick- 
ednefles deſervedly threaten me with, raiſe and reſtore 
me to a life of hope and bleſſedneſs. | 

This is indeed the only advocate I can employ : for, 
whither ſhould 1 flee, or whoſe intereſt ſhould I depend 
upon with the Father, except to go to him, who is the 
propidiation for our ſins; who allo fitteth at the right 
* Pfal. cxlii. 9. 


MEDITATIONS, 15 


I and of God, making interceſſion for us *?“ This there- 
N 92 ore is my mediator with thee, heavenly Father; this 


L th other blood+,' but hath made ate nement, and ſtands 
| 4 efore thee pure and bright in virtue of his own blood, 
| iN fich which he was waſh'd for our ſakes. This is that 
0 poly and unblemiſh'd, that acceptable and perfect ſacri- 
2 offer'd for a ſweet · ſmelling ſavour unto God. This 
6 $i at amb without ſpot, who was dumb before his ſhea- 
4 and tho? revil d, and buffered, and ſpit upon, yet 
133 not his mouth. This that righteous perſon 
wo did not fin, but condeſcended to bear our fins, and 
by his own {tripes to heal our purrified ſores. 


the 

Ps CHA p. VI. 

my rhe Son's ſufferings repreſented to the Father. 

x OO K therefore, gracious Father, look upon this 

ke | 3 

| beſt and deareſt of Sons, who hath endur'd the 

on ; . | : 
Worſt and wicked'ſt indignities upon my account. Con- 

lo- * : . . 6 
Her, mcſt merciful King of heaven, who it is that ſuf- 

a | | a 

15 d; and at the ſame time think for whom he ſaffer'd 

Mich bitter things. Is not this, my God, that ſpotleſs in- 

Ire wt | EE 
cent, whom, though thy Son, thou wert pleaſ d not to 

are, that he might redeem thy ſervant ? Is not this 

929 73 . £ 

lt author and giver of life who was led as a ſheep to 

nd 3 0 

e {laughter, and becoming obedient even unto deaths, 

ne We | s 

ht I Jolin. . 2 + Het: vii. 25. 2). 9. IT, 12. t la, 


J 1 Pet. ii. 23, 24. 5 Rom. viii. 32. Gal. ii. 13. 
. li 7. Adds. viii. 37. Phil. ii. 8 
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to be united to me in the ſame fleſh+, Obſerve tha {uc 


I 6 MEDITATIONS. 


was content to die in the molt painful and ignominiqu: 
manner? Othou, whoſe wonderful wiſdom contrived the 
whole myſtery of man's redemption ! reflect, I beſeech 
thee, that this is that very perſon, who though begotten 
of, and reſembling thee in thy almighty power, yet was 
ordain'd by thee to partake of my weakneſs, It was 1 
thy own divine, which cloath'd itſelf with my human 


nature, and in my fleſh aſcended the crofs, and felt the 
torments of a moſt dolorous death. O Jet this unſpeik- mn 
able inſtance of condeſcenſion and love be ever before Fun 
thine eyes! fee that delightiul Son extended on the Ine 
croſs ; behold his holy hand {tained with innocent blood, 
and pardon thoſe iniquities which my wicked hands have Þ | 
been polluted with. Behold his naked ſide pierced with | 
cruel ſpear, and waſh me in that fountain, which by ti! 


eyes of faith I ſce flowing from that wound. Behle [tf 
thoſe bleſſed feet winch never © flood in the way of hn: OY 
ners, but walked in the paths of thy commandments, A 
thruſt thro' with mercileſs nails; and hold up my g= : 


iugs in thy paths “, and give me grace to hate all evi! 


ways, and to chuſe the way to truth and rightcouſne!*, 
beſcech thee, O King of ſaints, may it pleaſe thee, | 
this molt holy of all thy faints, by this powerful redec 


* - r —— . h 
Ky is Is 


er, ſo to diſpoſe my heart and adtions, that I may b- 
united to him in the fame ſpirit, who did not diſdain 9 


. 3 I 
head reclined upon his breaſt, and expiring in the pu bai 
of death; and let this proof of thy uncreated Son's Iii. Mi 


manity prevail with my molt merciful Creator, for con 15 


1 : — . I „* 1 5 8 ( . 
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1 MEDITATIONS: 17 


ket i . 1 1 
ou Wpaſſion upon his own wretched creature's inſirmity. 


1 the 4 See his pale breaſt, his purple ſides, his bowels par- 


1 — 3 
C0 Cil 


ched with thirſt, his beautiful eyes languiſhing in death, 


Mon . is arms grown ſtiff, his royal face beſmeared, his legs 
4 xtended, his pierced feet drenched with ſtreams of 
1 recious blood: look, glorious Father of this deareſt 
main Me Thild, look upon this body, bruiſed and broken, and 
t the torn, and then in mercy call to mind whereof I am 
ak made. Let the puniſhment of God and man perſonally 
tore united, atone for a man created after his and thy like- 
the Ineſs. Let the ſufferings of the Redeemer be ever in thy 
| 5 aht, and in them over - lock the offences of thy redeem- 


a hk, . This (my God) is he, whom thou thoughteſt fit 


V2 Bog 


% © ſraite for the tranſgreſſon of thy people, tho” he 
. as that beloved in whom thy ſoul delighted. This 
8 he in whom there was no guile, tho' he was content 
„oo be reckoned among the tranſprefiors “. 


VE 


n Acknowledgement that Sinful Man was the Cauſe 


* 


of Chriſt's Sufferings. 


— — 
— 
* 
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* HAT haſt thou done, O charming innocence, 


to bring thee as 3 criminal before thy enemies 


_ bar? or how had(t thou deſ-rved to be treated with 


ſuch rude and inſolent, ſuch unretenting and triumphant 
barbarity ? what paſſuge of thy whole if: could they 
fix an accuſation upon, What crime @l.dee to counte- 

* Tf; . liti. 8. Matt. i. T7, 1 Pet. ii. 32. 


a. Iii. 12. Luke. XXII. 


18 "MEDITATIONS; 


nance ſo rigerous a ſentence? If none, (as none they 
could) whence then thy ſhameful bitter death, or how 
cameſt thou to be condemned as a vile miſcreant ? 'twas 
J, alas, *twas wretched I that gave thee all thoſe pains: 
*T was I deferved the death that thou enduredſt; and 
my offences gave thoſe ſcourges, thoſe nails, that ſpear 
the power of ſlaying and wounding, and killing thee, 
O wonderful proceſs ! myſtery of juſtice ! that the 
wicked ſhould offend, and the righteous be puniſhed 
for it! that the guilt and the condemnation ſhould thus 
be ſeperated! that the ſervant ſhould contract a debt, 
and the Lord to whom it was due make ſatisfaction ! 
that man ſhould provoke the divine vengeance, and God 
ſhould feel the ſmart of it! how low, O Son of God, 
did thy humility ſtoop! how fervent was thy love 
how boundleſs thy compaſſion! 

For 1 have done wickedly, and thou art called to 


account for it: I armed an angry juſtice againſt myſelf, 


o 
* 


and it is diſcharged upon thy head: mine 1s the crime, 


and thine the torture: I have been proud, and thou art Fi 
humbled; I am puffed up, and thou haſt emptied thy BY 


ſelf: 1 have becn rebeilious, ard thy obedience hath 
expiated for it. I have been intemperate, and thou hai! 


hungred and thirſted for it: my ungovern'd appetit“ 4 


ſinned in the forbidden, and thy immenſe love ſubmi: - 
ted to hang on the accurſed tree: I eat the fruit, and 
thou feeledſt the pains: I wallow in pleaſures, and 
thou art torn with nails: the honey in my mouth 13 
turn'd to gall in thy ſtomach : the tempting Eve rejoi- 
ces Witi: me, the ſorrowful Mary ſuffers and lamenis 


8 


MEDITATIONS. - ug 


ns: . And now, my God and King, * what reward ſhall I 
and 1 give, what return can J make for all the benefits thou 
ear NF haſt done unto me *?“ Surely it is not in the power of... 


ice. man to ſind out any requital anſwerable to ſuch bounty: 
the | for how ſhould the narrowneſs of a finite mind extend 
hed to any thing fit to be compar'd with infinite compaſſon ? 
hugs boo, ſhould a poor creature be capable of any recom- 
ebt, pence ſuitable to the mercy of an almighty Creator? 
on! end yet, my deareſt Sayiour, ſo wonderfully is this 
i 1 
Jed matter order'd, that even man, even I, weak and worth- 


We though I be, may find ſomething which thou art 
ess d to accept in return; if by thy grace my ſoul be 


75 5 on 


Pocken and humbled, and / 8 this fleſh with its 


Kr 


v8 
he 5 


* 
x 


. in ſome ſort to pay back what thou haſt endur'd 
ben dying for me. Thus by gaining a conqueſt upon 
4 4 the inward man, I am by thee enabled to win the crown 
5 oy my outward; and, by triumphing over the fleſh in 
$4 ow trials, that very fleſh hath the courage to ſub- 
mit gladly for thy ſake to bodily perſecutions and death. 
TY ET his is the utmoſt my condition will admit; and this, 
ad & though but little in itſelf, yet when proceeding from 
and che ſame principle of holy love, thou art graciouſly 
Pleas d to accept, as the utmoſt poor mortals can do in 
oi. W-cknowledgement of their great Maker, This is the 


? 


ms Pfal. evi, i. f Gal. v. 44. 
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cure of ſinful ſouls; this bleſſed Jeſus, the ſovereign 
antidote thy mercy hath provided for us! 

{ beſcech thee therefore, by thy tender mercie; 
which have ever been of old *, pour ſuch balm into my 
wounds, as may diſpel the venom of my diſeaſes, and re. 


ſtore me to ſpiritual health and ſoundneſs. Let me drink 


of thy heavenly ſweetneſs, and be ſo raviſh'd with the 


taſte, as ever after to diſreliſn the ſenſual delights 0! 


the world, to deſpiſe its pleaſures, and chearfully en. 
counter the aiflictions of this preſent life; and ſo to fi 
my hcart on true noble joys, as always to diſdain th: 
empty and tranſitory ſhadows, which fleſh and blood i 
ſo fooliſhly fond of, and ſo fearful of parting with. 
Let me not, I befeech thee, eſteem or delight in an; 
thing but thee : let all this whole world can give, with. 


out thee, be counted no better than droſs and dung: le 


me hate molt irreconcilably whatever diſpleaſes thee; 


and what thou loveſt let me moſt eagerly deſire, and 
inceſſantly purſue : let me feel no ſatisfaction in any jo, 


Me 


without thee ; nor any reluctancy in the greateſt ſuffer- 7 
ings for thee, Let the mention of thy name be always: 


reircihmeat, and the remembrance of thy goodneſs at 
inexhauſtible ſpring of comfort to my ſou], Let tear: 
be my meat day and night ſo 1 may attain to thy right: 


couſneſs; and the law of thy mouth always dearer ti * 


me than thouſands of gold and ſilver r. Let me aim at 


nothing ſo much as to do thee ſervice; nor detelt and 


avoid any thing in compariſon of foning againſt thee, 
And, for what I have unhappily done of that kind a. 


*. Pfal. xxv. 5. + Pfal. exix. 52; 
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ready, I entreat thee, my only refuge and hope, to par- 
don for thy own mercies ſake. Let my ears be ever open 
e,, Wor to the voice of thy law, and ſuffer not my heart to en- 
| 4 cline to any evil thing, that I never comply awith them 
1 that practice wicitedneſs , nor take ſtelter in triflug pre- 
tences to excuſe or indulge my ſelf in doing what 1 ought 
not. And once more, | beg thee, by thy own unpa- 
Us ol rallel'd humility, that the /oot of pride may net come a- 
y en- ö : gainſt me, nor the hand of the ungodly caſt me down f. 


n the WY C H A P. VII. 
of 7 The Soul's Application of Chriſt's Death, and Suffe- 


” Ro rings to herſelf by Faith. 

n an; WE 

wa HOU ſeeſt, my Lord, my God, I have done my 
: lo utmoſt to incline thy mercy; 1 have with a moſt 
hee; WE fincere zeal offered to thee the beſt, the deareſt, the 
, and 135 moſt acceptable thing I have: nay, I have nothing elſe 


r Joys 4 3s indeed, no addition to make, fince in this one I place 


ufer. my whole truſt, and make a preſent at once of all I va- 
ays 4) ue or depend upon. For I have addreſs'd to thee by 
{> an my only advocate, and thy only Son: that One Media- 
tear lor between God and man}, that glorious interceſſor, 
icht. by whom 1 aſſuredly expect acceptance and forgiveneſs, 
er, 1 have, by my words poured out before thee, ſent that 
im a 7 | x word in my behalf to thee, which thou didſt heretofore 
and bend down from heaven for my fins, I have paid down 
thee, 0 the price of that paſſion, which thy own Son, I moſt 
id a. | 3 armly believe, hath undergone, for the releaſe of that 


9 Pful. cxlix. 4. f PAL xxxvic 11, 4 1 Tim. f. 5. 
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22 MEDITATION S. 


debt to thy juſtice which my miſdeeds have contracted. 
I believe that thy Godhead, ſent thus into the world, 
did take upon him my manhood ; that in this ſlate he 
vouchſafed to be bougd and buffered, to be derided and 


ſpit upon, to be nailed, and pierced, and crucihed, 


And this nature of mine, after being wrapt up in ſwad— 
ling cloths, and moiſtened with infant tears; after the 


toils of youth, the mortifications of taſtings, and watch- 


ings, and long journeys; after being furrowed with 
ſcourgings, torn upon the croſs, numbered among the 
dead, and at laſt honoured with a glorious reſurrection : 
this nature of mine, I ſay, thy Godhead united to it, ! 
molt aſſuredly believe, hath now exalted to the joys of 


heaven, and ſeated at the right- hand of thy majeſty on 


hich. This is my confidence; this the reconciliation 
for my ſins; this the atonement thou haſt accepted for 
them. ; | 

Remember then, in much mercy, the quality of thy 
Son, and the condition of thy ſervant redeemed by him, 
Look upon the maker, and deſpiſe not the work of his 
hands. Take the ſhepherd into thy embraces, and caſt 
not out the {tray ſheep which he brings home upon his 
ſhoulders.* For this is that careful ſhepherd, who, when 
his ſheep wander'd over ſteep hills, and thorny vales, 
and deſolate wildernefles, fought and brought it back 
with wondrous fkill and pains: and when it was faint 
and jult expiring, ſuſtain'd and carry'd it, ty'd it faſt 


to himſelf by the ſtraiteſt bands of love, lifted it out of 


the pit of error and confuſion, and with many a kind 


Luke. xv. 
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1 and tender embrace rejoiced over it, and fetch'd the 

| poor loſt ſilly creature home to the 7inety and nine 

W which lay ſafe in his own fold. 

nd K See then. my God and king, ſee the good ſhepherd 
6 bringing to thee the ſheep committed to his charge: He 

d- Fvodertook to fave man by thy appointment, ard he 


he 3 hath perform'd the undertaking ſo, as to reſtore to thee 
4 i pure and ſpotleſs thy once polluted creatures: he brings 
th = ſafety back that prey, which the wolf and robber 
he 8 had carried off by violence. He brings that ſervant in- 
"* Etro thy preſence, whom his own guilty conſcience had 
* put vpon flecing from thy fight, that ſo the puniſhment 
ot due to his deſerts might be remitted through his Lord's 
on ſatisfaction; and the offender, who had nothing to look 
on © for but to be baniſhed for ever into hell, might, under 
or the protection of this glorious conqueror, be aſſur'd of 

£ admittance into his heavenly country, I needed none 
by 5 help me in offending thee, but without help I never 
m. Node have appeas'd thee. Thou therefore, who a— 
his | =. could'ſt be, thou, my God, was my helper ; 
alt | and thy beloved Son effected what could not have 
bis been effected, had he not taken my nature upon him, 
en in order to cure my inſirmities: but thus he became 
es, our perfect cure, by rendering the ſame nature the 
ck ſadject of both the ſin and the ſacriſice, and drawing 


0 the antidote out of the ſame root from whence the 
aſt | poiſon had ſprung, Thus hath he made me a fit 
1 , object of mercy ; while ſitting at thy right hand in 
my ſubſtance, he makes it impoſſible for thee to hate 
bat 'i in me, which thou canſt not but love in him, 


24 MEDITATIONS. 


This is my hope, and the joy of my confidence. 

If then 1 do, as well I may, ſeem vile and deſpicabſe 
in thy ſight, through my own impurities, yet look u- 
pon me at leaſt with an eye of pity: when thou behold. 
eſt my likeneſs in the Son of thy love, behold the myſ⸗ 
tery of a human body in him, and remit the guilt of 
the ſame human body in me: hide my ſins in his wounds, 
and let my ſtains be waſh'd in his moſt precious blood, 
Fleſh provok'd thee to wrath, let fleth likewiſe prevail 
with thee for mercy; and as my fleſh drew me into ſin, 


ſo let my Saviour's draw thee to compaſſion, Great, | 


confeſs, are my faults, and the puniſhments due to them; 


bat greater, infinitely greater, are the merits and ſut- | 

ferings of my dear Redeemer: bttwen my fins and his 
righteouſneſs there is no compariſon, no proportion at al, 
either for quality or degree, no more than there is be- 


tween God and man, between an atom and an infinite. 


For what is it poſſible for man to be guilty of which 


the Son of God made man mult not needs have com- 
penſated? What pride can be ſo extravagant, that hi; 
humility did not exceed and make amends for? Wha: 
dominion could death have ſo abſolute, that the deat! 
of the croſs ſhould not utterly overthrow it? If then Al- 
mighty God would be pleas'd to weigh the ſins of man 
balance againſt the goodneſs of his Saviour, eaſt and well, 
heaven and hell, are not fo far diſtant from each other, 
And therefore, O my God, let my manifold offences b: 
pardon'd, for the many more pains and ſufferings of th! 
dear Son: let his piety atone for my want of it; his re: 


dy obedience for my perverſeneſs; his mecknels for i} 
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7 of : NRA wy * 
untractable temper: ſet his humility againſt my pride, 
> his patience againſt my diſcontent, his kindneſs againſt 


my hard heartedneſs, the calmneſs of his foul againſt 
my fretfulneſs and unruly paſſions, his gentleneſs againſt 


my rage, his univerſal and unwearied love againſt my 
hatred, revenge, and cruelty. 


HAK F. IX. 
A Prayer to the Holy Ghoſt. 


ND now, O Holy Spirit, love of God, who pro- 
ceed'ſt from the almighty Father and his moſt 
bleſſed Son, powerful advovate, and ſweeteſt comforter, 


infuſe thy grace, and deſcend plentifully into my heart; 


{enlighten the dark corners of this neglected dwelling, 


and ſcatter there thy chearful beams; dwell in that 
Foul which longs to be thy temple ; water that barren 
oil, over-run with weeds and briars, and loſt for want 
2 cultivating, and make it fruitful with thy dew from 


eaven, Heal the Jurking diſtempers of my inward 
man; ſtrike me through with the dart of thy love, and 
kindle holy fires in my breaſt, ſuch as may flame out in 
a bright and devout zeal, actuate and enliven the heavy 
mais, burn up all the droſs of ſenſual afe@ions, and 
diffuſing themſelves thro? every part, poſſeſs, and pu- 


rify, and warm my whole ſpirit, and ſoul and body. 


Make me to drink of the ſpirituul pleaſures as cut 


* riverò; and let their heavenly ſweetneſs fo correct 


* palate, as to leave no deſire, no reliſh for the groſs 
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26 MEDITATIONS. 7 
unhealthy fulſomneſs of worldy delights. Judge me 11 
O Lord, and defend my cauſe agaipſt the ungodly peo 7 
ple. Teach me to do the thing that pleaſeth thee, fo. 8 D 
thou art my God *. I believe, that in whomſoerer thu 5 
dwelleſt, the Father and the Son do likewiſe come, an 17 
inhabit that breaſt, Aud oli! happy is that breaſt, which 2 


is honoured with ſo glorious, ſo divine a geſt, in whote 


tempeſiuous fea of the world; thou ouly haven ot the 
toſs d and thipwreekt. Come, thou glory and crown «©: 
the living, and only ſafeguard of the dying. Come, Ho! 
Spirit, in much mercy, come, make mic ſit to reccixve they, 
and conceicend to my inſirmities, that my meanneſs ma; 
not be diſdained by thy greatneſs, nor my. weaknels h 
thy ſtrength : all which I beg for the ſake of ſeſus Chil! 
my only ſaviour, who in the unity of thee, O Holy Sri. 
rit, liveth and reigneth with the Father, one God, woikl | 
without end, Amen. 

*. Pal xii. x: exliii. 10. + Lekc. r. I'ial 
XXV. 9, IXvIIi. 5, 


company the Father and the Son always come, and tal; Ah. 
up their abode ! O that it may pleaſe thee to come to me, th 
thou kindeſt comforter of mourning ſouls, thou mighty 3 th 
defence in diſtreſſeſs, and ready help in time of necd 0 ih. 
come thou purger of all inward pollutions, and heal rc 
of ſpiritual wounds and diſeaſes. Come, thou flreno! & ad 
of the feeble, and raiſer of them that fall. Come, tho: f "Po 
putter dean of the proud, and teacher of ihe meek and Nm 
humble. Come, thou Father of the fatherliſi, and juit 5 | in 
avenger of deſolate wwidows . Come, come, thou hope 1 31 
of the poor, and refreſhment of them that Janguiſh ad it 
taint. Come, thou ſtar and guide of them iliat fail in thi: ; 


e 
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NA FX 


An Act of Humility, 


and RF Know, O Lord, and do with all humility acknow— 
hick ml ledge my ſelf an object altogether unworthy of thy 
loſe ove; but fure Jam, thou art an object altogether wor- 
ak W thy of mine. I am not good enough to ſerve thee, but 


me, | thou haſt a right to the beſt ſervice I can pay. Do thou 
ey 5 then impart to me ſome of that excellence, and that 
50 hall ſupply my own want of worth. I lelp me to ceaſe 
2:01 Þ from lin according to thy will, that I may be capable of 
2.011 Going thee ſervice according to my duty. Enable me 


do to guard and govern my k ſelf, ſo to begin and finiſh 


jvit in peace, and reſt in thee. Be with me unto the end, 
op: hat my flcep may be reſt indeed, my relt perfect ſecu— 
21 ity, and that ſecurity a bleſſed eternity. Amen. 


this 1 
vill 4 


the 8 CHAT 
5 | A Prayer to the Holy Trinity. 

\ E praiſe, and bleſs, and acknowledge thee, both 
1 1 in heart and voice; even thee, O Father, begot- 
00 ten of none; thee, O Son, the only begotten of the 
Father; thee, O holy Ghoſt, eternal comforter : to this 


„ holy and undivided trinity, be glory for ever and ever, 


men. 
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the Almighty God, of one uncompounded, incorporea! 
in viſtble, uncircumſcribed being; in whom there is no: 
thing higher or lower, greater or leſſer, but perfect anc 
equal all: preat without quantity, good without qua. 


lity, eternal without time, life without death, ſtreng!!. 
without weakneſs, truth without falſhood, omniprcic: 
without ſpace, filling all things and places without e- 
tenſion, paſſing every where without motion, abidin; i 
every where without confinement, communicating to z!. 3 
thy creatures without diminiſhing thy own fulneſs, 2& J 
verning all things without labour; without beginning 


28 MEDITATIONS. J 

Fan 
GH ATP. A. rab 
A Confeſſion of God's Omnipotence and Majcſty, | e 
God molt high, three perſons, but one eſſence, | 50 
the ſame majeſty and power, Lord God almigh- t 
ty! the leaſt of all thy ſervants, and meaneſt meme; 5 in 
of thy myſtical body the church, deſires to aſcribe : g. 
thee all honour and praiſe, the utmolt that the litik“ 1 
knowledge and power, with which thou haſt been plez- 4 t. 
ſed to endue him, is capable of. I have no preſent bu 5 
my ſelf to make, and that which is not in itſelf worth? 5 p 
thy acceptance ; I beg thou wilt be pleaſed to look upon, ; 5 1 
not according to its own value, but according to thy ow; | 5 9 
rich mercy, and that ſincerity and faith unſeigned, wit 5 ; ; 
which 1 do moſt juyfuily confecrate it to thy ſervice, t 
I believe in, and heartily pray to thee, great kin; 5 0 
of heaven and earth; I acknowledge Father, Son aud 1 , 

Holy Ghoſt ; three perſons but one eſſence ; the true, 0 


5 Aviſdom incomprehenſible, wonderful 1a thy councels, 
ence golt in thy judgments, unſearchable in thy thoughts, 
nigh. 2 true in all thy words, holy in- all thy works, abundant 
mver in mercies, long-ſuſſeriug towards ſinners, compaſſio— 
be ute 1 nate to all that repent; always the ſame, without mix- 
lite ture or deſilement, allay or accidents; eternal, immor- 
plez. tal, unchangeable Thy will alters not, thy juſtice is 
t bu got byaſs'd, thy mind is not diſturbed with griefs, or 
Orti;y B 5 pleaſures, or paſſions: with thee nothing is forgotten, 
Upon, | 1 nothing which was once loſt called to remembrance a- 
C | ; gain; but all things paſt or future are ever preſent to 
Wit i 7 thy capacious mind; whoſe duration neither begun in 
ice. time, nor encreaſes by length of time, nor ſhall it ever 
kin; 1 end, but thou liveſt before, and in, and after all ages, 
1 a9. ” Thy glory is eternal, thy power ſupreme, thy kingdom 
true, „ eyerlaſting, and world without end. Anmien. 

oreal, 

8 no. H 

t anc 5 . 4 

3 Of the Incarnation of the Divine Word. 

eng H Us far, O my God, the ſearcher and ſeer of 
fer hearts *, 1 have profeſſed my faith in thy power 
te, and majeſty. Now as my heart believes unto righteouſ- 
idin! 98 neſs, ſo my mouth ſhall confeſs unto ſalvation, that un- 
0 al ſpeakable goodneſs expreſt to mankind in the latter ages 
„ 0 4 of the world. Thou, O Father, art the only perſon, 
ning 1 


MEDITATIONS. 


29 


500 yet giving beginning to all, making all things mu- 
table, and yet unchangeable thy ſelf; infinite in great- 
8 gneſs, unbounded in power, of goodneſs indefectible, of 


Kom. x. 9. 


20 MEDITATION. 


of whom we no where read that he was ſent. But of 
thy Son, the Apoſtle hath inſtructed us, that, avher 7he 
Fulnejs of time was come, God ſent forth his Son *. By 


. faying God ſent him, he means that the perſon thus 5 
4 ſent came iuto the world when he condeſcended to be 4 27 
h born of the Virgin Mary, and made his appearance in , 5 
{i our fleſh, a true and perfect man. 2 | 1 


But what means that paſſage of the great Evangeliſt, 1 t! 
He was iu the qrld, and the world was made by im f? ] 
The ſenſe ſure is, that he was ſent hither with regard 
to his humanity, but was really here before, andail-along | : 4 
in reſpect of his divinity. Now this miſſion I believe, and ; 
thankfully acknowiedge to have been the work of the h 
whole Trinity. But, O holy Father, how great was thy 
love, and how tender the aimighty Creator's concern 


Ya 
for his poor creatures, which ſpared not his own Son, but d 
delivered him up freely for us, and, which is the molt m 


aſtoniſhing circumſtance for us, while we abere yet fin- Fs 4 
ers! that Son became obedient unto death, even the 0 
© acath of the crofs, he took the hand- writing that was N 
© againſt us, and nail'd it to that croſsꝰ of his; thus cru- 
cifying ſin and ſlaying death. He only was free when 


in the regions of death and captivity, becauſe he only 3 
had pomwer to lay down his life, aud power to jake it 75 
7:þ again |, for us. \ 

He therefore was the victor and the vidim; and 
therefore the victor, becauſe the victim. He was the tic 
prieſt and the ſacrifice, and for that reaſon the true ET 
10 
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MEDITATIONS, >t 


5 high. prielt, becauſe the true ſacrifice to thee our God. 


7 Firm therefore are thoſe hopes I entertain of h. aving all 


my diſcaſes healed by him, becauſe grounded upon his 


1 © /itting at thy right hand, and living for ever to make 


iiterceſſion far uss. Thoſe diſcaſes, 1 muſt own, are 


many and fore, for the Prince of this world hath much 


WA 


in me, but1 apply to thee for health, by the merits of 


that Redzemer, in whom his malice could find nothing. 


Juttify me by him, av ard no f, neither: avas any 


— m n 
a 


gulle found in his mouth. By that holy and ſpotleſs 
head convey health and lalvation to thy ve polluted 
member. Deliver me, I beſcech the», from my ſinful 


bits, my vicious diſpoſitions, my faults of wilfulneſs, 


of negligence and ignorance, Fill me with thy grace, 


Fand help me to excel and re ſemble thee, the perfection 


of goodnels. Keep me ſtedſaſt in the way of thy com- 


pſt adments, and enable me to grow and perſevere ia 
virtue unto the end, that J may live and die according 
0 thy ul.. | 


C8 AP; XIV. 


An AC of Truft in, and Thankſpiving for Chriſt and 
his Suflerings. 


H A T foundation could a ſinſul creature, laden 

with guilt, and quite overwhelmed with frail- 

ties, have tor hope? What could poor I, whole conſci- 
zepce upbraids me with infinite faults and neglects, have 
okt for but aden nt aud fiery indi 1 tion, had not 


Hieb. vii, 25. +. John. xiv. 30. 1 Pet. ii. 22. 


„ 


32 MEDITATIONS. 
thy word, O God, been made fleſh and dwelt am; 


us*? But this marvellous diſpenſation will no mor {1-5 
ſuffer me to deſpair, than my own condition without: 


could have juſtified my hope: for who ſhall dare to de 


ſpair when we, even while we were enemies, were recon. 


ciled by the death of thy Son; and therefore, withou: 


all queſtion, being reconciled, ſhall much more be ii 
ved by his liſe f? This is my hope, the rock of conf. | 


dence, even the precious blood of thy Son, which h. 


ſhed for us, and for our ſalvation. In him I revive, and 
take courage to approach thee, rot having my cu. 
righteouſneſs, or preſu ming in any degree upon any 
work of mine, but that righteouſneſs which is of thy Ser 
our Lord Fcſus Chriſt t, even the righteouſneſs of b 
in his ſacrifice for me. 

For this I give thee my moſt unfeipned thanks, 08 


tender lover of ſouls, who by thy Son our Lord Jeſu} 


Chriſt, haſt created us again to a new life when we hai N 
made ourſelves nothing, worſe than nothing; and won 
derfully delivered and reſtored us to a ſpiritual being 
when we were ſunk and abſolutely loſt in fin and miſer, 


All praiſe be to thy Fatherly compaſhon, whid 5 


from the bottom of my heart I admire and thankfal 
adore, for that inexpreſſible love wherewith thy boy:!: 
yearned over undone man, whereby thou didſt exter- 
to moſt unworthy wretches ſuch marvellous grace, dic. 
ſend thy only begotten out of thy own boſom, for or: 
univerſal benefit, and ſave poor ſinners, then the chi] 
dren of wrath and perdition. 

” Heb; x. 27. John. i. 14. + Rom; v. 10. f Phil. iii, 
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1 9 ah blood whereby we are redeemed; 


M EDIT ATIONS. 33 


2 1 All honour and praiſe be to thee for his miraculous 
more FN | 


* incarnation and holy nativity, whereby he took fleſh of 
v ® the ſubſtance of his bleſſed mother, for us and for our 
ſalration, that as he had been before from all eternity 
very Cod of God, ſo he might be in time very man 
50 olf man. 


Flory and praiſe be to my God for his paſſion and 


3 painful crucifixion, for his death and reſurrection, for 
his triumphant aſcent into heaven, and the ſeſſion of 
6 our nature at the right hand of the majeſty on high *. 
5 For on the fortieth day after his riſing from the dead, 


he went up in the ſight of his diſciples far above all hea- 


* and from this throne did, according to his moſt 
true promiſe, ſhower down the holy ſpirit moſt plenti- 
fully upon the ſons of adoption. 
All honour and thankſgiving be unto thee, O Fa- 
cher, for ever, for that ſhedding of his moſt precious 
and for the ſweet 
pledges and lively memorials of that love, the holy and 
Jife-oiving ſacrament of his body and blood, whereby 
the members of thy church are ſupply'd with daily food 
from heaven, waſhed and ſanctified from their fins, and 
admitted to be partakers of the divine nature. 
Bleſſed, for ever - bleſſed be that aſtoniſhing and un- 
ſpeakable goodneſs which ſo tenderly loved wretches ſo 
unworthy of thy love, and ſaved a periſhing world by 
thy only, thy beſt-loved Son. For no inſtance of thy 
mercy can compare with this; no expreſſion of it can 
be carried higher, than that thou ſhouldeſt ſo love tha 
| 5 Acts i. | 
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34 MEDITATIONS: 


* world as to give thy only begotten Son, that all WhO 


believe in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 


life: and this is life everlaſting, to know thee, the 
* only true God, and jeſus Chriſt, whom thou hall 
loved *; to know thee by a right faith, and to mani- 
ſeſt that knowledge by works ſuitable to ſuch a faith 


CHAP. XV. 
Of God the Father's love to mankind, 


F N Bowels unmeaſurable ! O love ineſtimable ! Thon 

delivereſt up a Son to ranſom a ſervant; an on- 
ly, an entirely-beloved Son, for a wicked and rebelli- 
ous ſervant, God was made man, that undone man 
might be reſcued from the tyranny and power of devils, 
How infinitely kind was thy Son our Lord, how ten- 
der of our ſouls, whoſe pity was content to ſtoop ſo 


low for our ſalvation, ſo low, as not only to take our 


nature of his virgin mother, but in it to ſhed the blood 
he took, and endure the ſcandal and torture of the 
croſs! Behold the merciful and gracious God, coming 
in grace and mercy, infinite from his own divine el- 
ſence, and ſuch as no being but God, who is love and 
goodneſs itſelf, could be capable of; coming * to ſeek 
and to fave that which was loſt +.” Behold the care- 
ful ſhepherd looking for his ſtray ſheep, ſearching till 
he find it, and when he hath found it, carrying it back 


John iii. 16, 17, 3. + Luke xv. 4, 57 6. Math 
Xvili. 11. | | | 
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7 MEDITATIONS. 35 
" the fold upon his ſhoulders with molt aſſectionate 
joy. 
O the love! O the mercy ! Was ever any thing like 


this heard of? Who can without amazement think of 


bowels fo enlarged ? Who can forbear admiring, ador- 


Poe. exulting with rand] ports of joy, at the infinite good- 
neſs of thee, my God, and the love wherewith thou 


joredſt us? © Thou ſenteſt thy own Son in the likeneſs 


d 
>" \ 


vol ſinful fleſh, and for fin didſt condemn fin, that we 


might be made thy righteouſneſs in him .“ For 
this is the very paſchal lamb without blemiſh and 
without ſpot, who by his death hath deſtroyed death, 
and by his riſing to life again, hath reſtored to us 
« everlaſting life.” 

But what, alas! are we able to repay thee for ſuch 
wonderful benefits, ſuch aſtoniſhing demonſtrations of 
thy concern for us? What praiſes, what thankſpiv- 
"ings are ſufficient? Though thou ſhouldſt impart to us 


g all the knowledge and wiſdom, all the activity and 
power of angels which wait continually about thy 


throne, and execute all thy pleaſure, yet could we not 
be qualiſied for any action worthy ſo vaſt a favour: 
though every limb were a tongue, yet could we not 
even thus ſound forth thy praiſes as they deſerve : for 


even angels themſelves are too weak to comprehend 
the depth and glories of this myſtery, infinite as thy 


ſelf, and therefore ſuch as could only be effected, ſuch 


as can perfectly be known, by thy own knowledge en- 
ly, infinite as thy own goodneſs. 


How have we dg- 


Y, 


N 7. Rom, viii. 3, 2 Cor. v. 21. 
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36 MEDITATIONS. 


4 Heat 
_ 


ſerved, that thy Son, and our God ſhould * take upon 
* him not the nature of angels, but ſhould take the ſeed 
of Abraham *;' that he ſhould become like to us 
mortals in all things, /in only excepted ; that he ſhould 
honour this mortality with the glories of his reſurrec- 
tion, with a crown of immortality ; that he ſhould Þ 
exalt it far above all heavens, above all the troops of | 
angels, above cherubim and ſeraphim, and place it at - 
thy own right hand; that angels ſhould praiſe, that D 
dominions ſhould adore, that all the powers of heaven 
ſhould fall down, and humble themſclves before, and 
caſt their crowns at the feet of this man and God in 
one perſon, ſeated in dignity ſo far above them all! 
This exaltation is my joyful hope; this my firm 
and only confidence : for even that Jeſus, in that glo- 
rious Lord, is a part of every one of us; We are of 
© his fleſh, his blood, and his bones .“ Now where a 
part of me already reigns, there I believe myfelf ſhall 
reign alſo; and in the triumphs and glories of his 
fleſh, I plainly ſee and am aſſured of the honours done 
to my own. Though I am a miſerable ſinner, yet the 
participation of this grace will not ſuffer me to de- 
ſpond: and, if my own vileneſs exclude me from thi: 1 
bliſs, yet my ſubſtance already admitted to it, opens a 
paſſage for me thither too. For God is not, cannot be, VE: F 
ſo unnatural, as to forget that manhood, with which 1 
himſelf is cloathed, which he put on for my ſake, and ma 
which he will one day receive to himſelf for my un- F of 
ſpcakable benefit, _ reli 
* Heb, ii. 16. f Eph. v. 30. 


MEDITATIONS. 27 


No, no, our God 1s merciful and pracious, tender- 
$carted, and of great goodneſs, He loves his own fleſh, 

> Ile own body, and his own bowels. That fleſh of ours, 
Ie Jin which he roſe from the dead, and aſcended into hea- 
3 ven, and now does fit in heavenly places, cannot but 


bes 
ED 


Id _ ba us, becauſe this in effect is but to love itſelf: we 
of | Y have the privilege of our own blood flowing in his veins : 
at We are his body, and his ſubſtance. He is our head, 

at om whence the members are derived, to which they 


en are inſeparably united; and of us allo is that ordi- 
F i 
nance of God in the art creation verified, that he is 


in the bone of my bone, and fleſh of my fleſh, and we 
g two are no more two, but one fleſh* :* now the a- 
rm —poſtle tells us, and if he had not, even nature itſelf tells 


o- us, that no man ever yet hated his own fleſh, but 
of © loveth and.cheriſheth it,” And this principle of na- 
2 1 1 ture he hath juſtiſied the application of to our own 
5 eternal comfort, and moſt aſſured hope, when he adds 
s [hoſe remarkable, thoſe moſt precious words, © This 


* the church.“ 


C 
Of the two natures in Chriſt. 


OR this cauſe, O Lord my God, my tongue, my 
5 heart, my every faculty, ſhall never ceaſe to 
Y magnify thy infinite loving-kindneſs for all the miracles 
10- 0 of mercy which thou haſt been pleaſed to work for the 
relief of wretched man, by the miniſtry and mediation 


E Gen. ii. 23. Mat. Xix, 6. 1 Epi V. 29; 30, 31, 32» 


is a great myſtery, but I ſpeak concerning Chriſt and 
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38 MEDITATIONS. 


of thy bleſſed Son, the great reſtorer of thy loft 
world. That Son, © who died for our offences, and 
© roſe again for our juſtification; and now liveth for is 
ever at thy right-hand making interceſſion continually | 
* for us“: that Son, who joins with thee in extend- 
ing the mercy for which he intercedes, becauſe he is of 
thee and with thee, the ſame very and eternal God, 
which makes him able for ever to ſave them that com 
to thee by him r: that Son, who even as man, tho 
in that reſpect inferior to thy divine majeſty, hath * all 
© power given to him in heaven and in earth; that at FE. 18: 
© the name of Jeſus every knee ſhall bow, of things in © 
heaven, and things on earth, and things under the 
© earth; and that every tongue ſhall confeſs that je- 
« ſus Chriſt is Lord, to, and in thy glory, O God the 
Father. This is he whom thou haſt ordained to be 
the judge both of the quick and the dead; for thou 
« thyſelf judgeſt no man, but haſt committed all judg- 
© ment to thy Son, in whom are hid all the treaſures of 
* wiſdom and knowledge T. 

Now he is both the witneſs and the judge ; that 
Judge, and that witneſs, whoſe diſcerning eye no guilty Þ 
conſcience can eſcape: for all things are naked and 
open in his ſight .“ Thus he, who did himſelf ſub- 5 
mit to a moſt unrighteous judgment, ſhall judge the 


jj '9 


world in righteouſneſs, and the people with equity]. 


"Speak 


I magnify thy holy name, O almighty and moſt merci- 
* Rom. iv. 25. + Heb. vil. 25. Mat. xxviil. bon; 
18. Phil. ii. 10, 11. Acts x. 42. John v. 22. Col. ii. 3. miles 


35g 
WE” * 
* 


.S Heb. iv. 12. Acts xvii. 31. Pfal. xcviii. 10. 


MEDITATIONS. 39 


fol God, and from the bottom of my heart give glory 
1 Ito thee, for this wonderful conjunction of the divine 
r 4 and human nature in one perſon, that ſo one might not 


y be God, and another be man; but that one and the 
l 5 ame ſhould be God and man, man and God. But not- 
f n Wo tanding thy divine Word did, by a moſt aſtoniſh- 
f. F Ing condeſcenſion, ſuffer himſelf to be made fe/hÞ+, yet 
e Pom theſe natures ſtill remained diſtin& and perfect, 
© 


and neither was changed into, or ſwallowed up in the 
Wher There was no addition of a fourth perſon to the 
: Arinity by this amazing diſpenſation; no confuſion of 
; obſtance, but an exact unity fo ordered by thy excel- 
lent wiſdom, that the ſubſtance taken anew ſhould ap- 
Frosch, and be join'd to God; and that of which it 
; old never be ſaid that it was not, ſhould (till continue 
© What it always was. 

O marvellous myſtery! O inexplicable conjunction! 
D mercy moſt adorable, ever to be admired, ever to be 
ſoved! We were not worthy to be called thy ſervants, 
\F thou haſt made us ſons; ſons of God, not only 
ent but heirs too, heirs of God, and joint heirs with. 
Chriſt *,” Whence is this mighty favour ? Who are 
Fe, that the King of heaven ſhould thus delight to ho- 
6 jour us? Nothing, alas! and even leſs than nothing, 
ut ſince, O gracious Father, thou haſt been pleaſed to 
Jo great things for us, 1 beſeech thee, by thy own un- 
rcl- Peakable love, to perfect the good work thou haſt be- 
on; ; and make us ſuch, as thy many and gracious pro- 
hies in Jeſus Chriſt were deſigned to be accompliſhed 
3 + John 1. 14. i Rom, vili. 17. 
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40 MEDITATIONS, 


in. Send down thy grace and Spirit from above, 270 4 


let this qualify us to receive the fulneſs of thy mercy, A 
Help us to underſtand and conſider with reverence, 1» RF 


* 


contemplate, and with all diligence to walk worthy dg 5 [f 
this my/tery of godlineſs, this Son of God, manifeſteaꝝ WR 
* the fleſh, juſtified in the ſpirit, ſeen of angels, preach. | FN ui 
© ed unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, * ? ; 
* ceived up into glory Þ,' 12 
Ack. 
Hr. n. © = 
Of the thanks due to God for the redemption cf t., 00 
world. Fer 
EY . er: 
þ OW vaſtly are we indebted to thy bounty, (g 
Lord, whom thou haſt redeemed with ſo pr: Be 
cious a ranſom, ſaved with ſo noble a gift, honours | CS. 
with ſo high a privilege ! What fear, what reverenc ) Der 
what love, what thanks, what praiſe, and glory, ouck 3 g 1 
wretched ſinners to pay to a God, who hath thus pitic!ſ Kur 
thus loved, thus reſcued, thus ſanctiſied, thus exalt I 
them! The whole of our ability, the whole of d. 
knowledge, our very life and being is all of it thy ji. ou. 
tribute. But alas! what ability hath any of us, wh: BY 
can we do, or what indeed are we, which is not tir, ore 
already? Thou therefore, from whom all good this el 
do come, impart to us, for thy own name's fake, of vB 1 of 
good treaſure, that of thy own good gifts, we may gi ev 


back again to thee; and by thy grace be enabled 7 
erve and pleaſe thee in faithfulneſs and truth, and : 
+ x Tim, iii, 16. 23 
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f 15 every good and perfect gift is from above, and 


n 4 on, and yet ever living with thee : in the name there- 


4 Y oyful aſſurance with all that love him, That whatſo- 


MEUITATIONS. 41 


Fender thee due and daily praiſe for all thy works of 
"Þ 1ercy, yea, even for the very power of rendring thee 
13 This praiſe. 

1 For alas! we are very ſenſible that the very power 
pf ſerving and pleaſing thee is entirely thy gift: ſince 


cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom 
is no variableneſs, neither ſhadow of turning *.* And 
1 this ſenſe we addreſs to thee, O Father almighty, 
Icknowledging thy power; O Father of mercy, de- 
1 ending on thy goodneſs; O Lord incomprehenſible, 
Jdoring thy infinite excellencies; O maker and reſto- 
er of all things by thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, in confidence 
| Sf thy love through that ſweeteſt Saviour, whom thou 
©&:t vouchſafed to ſend out of thy own boſom for our 
gommon benefit; to take our life, that he might give 
Is his: to be perfect man, of the ſubſtance of his mo- 
Hier, as he is perfect God of the ſubſtance of thee his 
Father; perfect God and perfect man, but ſtill one 
hriſt, begotten from eternity, and born in time, im- 
Mortal and mortal, Creator and creature, ſtrong and 
Peak, victor and vanquiſhed, the nouriſher and the 
Pouriſhed, the ſhepherd and the ſheep, dead for a ſea- 


Pore of this wonderful perſon we approach thee; and 
ell we may, ſince he who cannot lye hath left this 


ever ſuch ſhail aſſc he Father in his name, he will 265 
Aut to give ĩt them . 

James i. 17. 1 John Xvi. 2 3. 
[2 
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plore thy mercy, O moſt tender lover of mankind, th; 


MEDITATIONS. 


Therefore by this great, this true, this only perf; 5 ee, 
high · prieſt, this biſhop of ſouls, who offered himſelf;: | thi 
ſpotleſs and propitiatory ſacrifice to thy juſtice þ ; }; . 
* this pood ſhepherd, who laid down his life for the . 
* ſheep;* by this mediator and redeemer, who * ſitt« ” 
dat thy right hand, making interceſhon for us 9, I im. 1 


thou, this Son of thine, and thy blefled Spirit, woc te 
grant me grace worthily and conſtantly to magnify thy 1 
glorious name, with deep remorſe and godly forrow ſ 
my fins, with humility and plenty of tears; with pro. . 
found reverence, with fear and trembling. And for thi; Þ ne 
1 entreat the whole Trinity of perſons, who being i! ne 
united in the ſame ſubſtance, mult of neceſſity be join! 
in the ſame act of giving. 
* But being ſadly ſenſible withal, that the ſpirit with. 

in me, how willing ſoever of itſelf, is yet weaken'd at 
weigh'd down by this corruptible body; I beg that the s 
wouldſt ſtir up and quicken my ſtupidity; and fo 2c. LV. 
tuate this heavy lump, that I may vigorouſly attend tc, "heal 


and ſtedfaſtly perſevere in, the ways of thy command] Wee 


2 * 
£2 < 4, 
2 
— 
— 


ments, and the proper methods of giving thee tru: f , 
praiſe day and night. * O let my ſpirit wax hot with.“ 5 
© in me,” and in my muſings let the holy fire buf, Phi- 
out.“ And in regard thy own Son bath declared, pk 
that © no man cometh unto him except he be drawn 0 of d 
* the Father; and again, that * no man cometh to tie 
Father but by him]: draw me, I moſt humbly pray Pier 


5 Heb. ix. 14. § John x. 11. * Wiſd. ix. 15 
+ Pal. xxxix. 4. | John vi. 44. xiv: 6. Z, Tec 


* 
7 
135 


Iternal bleſſedneſs, even the raviſhing fight, and the 
Never- -ceafing praiſe of thee the great and glorious God: 
r o phere thou, with that bleſſed Son, as does that bleſſed 
a : Jon with thee, live and reigneſt in the unity of the 


26 2 


* 4 pgs, the ſcourges and the croſs, the wounds and death 
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MEDITATIONS. 43 


10 ee, continually to him, that he at laſt may bring me 
1 O ;hee; even to thoſe happy manſions where he now 
| 1 ts at thy right-hand ; where there is life and bliſs e- 
. lerlaſting: where joyful love abounds, and fear is 
P gone away; where there is eternal day, and perfect 
; ; greement of ſouls; certain ſecurity, and ſecure quiet; 


Wi-afure and exquiſite happineſs ; happy eternity, and 


kme divine Spirit, ever one God, world without end. 


| W117. 


H 
A devout prayer to Chriſt. 


Y hope, my Chriſt, my God, Saviour and lover 
of men, thou light and way, thou life and 


| Yealth, thou glory and grace of all that love and ſerve 


ee! Look down from the throne of thy majeſty, and 
the midſt of bliſs remember the injuries and ſuffer- 


Which thou endureſt ; and think with favour on thy 
= for whoſe ſake thou waſt pleaſed to endure 


nd do ſo much. 
4 Thou art my living and true God; my holy Fa- 
b ; ier, my gentle and kind maſter, my great king, my 
; good ſhepherd, my only teacher, my moſt ready and 


Pau helper, my deareſt and moſt beautiful ſpouſe, 
＋ 2 
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. miſhed ſacrifice ; my perfect redemption ; my aſſure Lo 


44 MEDITATIONS, 


my true and living bread, my everlaſting high - prieſ, Fi 

my guide to my own country, my true light, my by . 
way, my beſt wiſdom, my holy delight, my unſpotteds 
purity, my reconciliation and peace, my ſure defence. Me 
my moſt defirable portion; my eternal health; my un. 
bounded mercy ; my invincible patience z my unble. 


hope; my univerſal charity; my reſurrection from the P ich 
dead; my everlaſting life; my joy and beatific viſio , is] 
for ever, Of thee I beg that I may walk by thee, con: 


to thee, reſt in thee, O thou Way, thou Truth, tho I eit 


Life, without which no man cometh to the Father? ha; 


Thou, even thou, art the bleſſing my foul wants, ad th 


moſt earneſtly deſires, my ſweeteſt, lovelieſt, ot ed 
Lord. 1 ha 

O brightneſs of thy Father's glory, who from ty an 
throne far above the cherubim ſeeſt all the ſecrets & ES th; 
the great deep! Thou true, enlivening, unexhauſte 1 no 
light, which angels long to be illuminated with, ad no 
ſpend glad ages in beholding! ſpring forth into mf $ pa 
ſoul, and ſcatter the thick darkneſs there, that . 
brightneſe of thy love may ſhine and ſhed itſelf throu!Þ I fic 
every corner of my benighted heart. Give me thy{ci} 8 
O God, give me thy love in return, for that I love the, 3 
thou knoweſt; and if it be too little, I defire to long 4 
thee more ardently: I cannot make ſuch exact reckon * 
ing of my love, as to know how much 1 fall ſhort «Þ - 
that aſſection which I ought to have, that ſo my ven ; 
action and defire might carry me to thy embraces, f. 


John xiv. 6, 


MEDITATIONS -. {x 


rieſt, 2 to thy arms, and never ceaſe the purſuit of my Lord, 
right 7 till 1 be hid in the ſecret place of thy preſence. But 
otted 15 though I cannot take a preciſe meaſure of my defects, 
-nce: a and how much better I ought to be, yet this 1 know, 
y un. 2 and from my own experience can declare, that all with- 
nble. x out, nay, all befides thee avails me nothing ; all about, 


lures all within is deſolation and miſery ; whatever the fool- 


n the ich world calls plenty, is nothing; and all but my God 
viſion SS is poverty, and the very extremity of want, 
come For thou alone art that God, which cannot admit of 
tho 2 either diminution or increaſe ; to thee to live and to be 
er- 5 happy is the ſame thing, who art happineſs itſelf. But 
„a 4 thy creature, with whom theſe things may be ſeparat- 
F/ ed, and who may either not live, or live and be un- 
if happy, ought to aſcribe the whole beneſit of both life 
n th; and happineſs to thy ſole gift and favour. Hence it is 
ets ' that we ſtand in continual need of thee, but thou haſt 
zulte none of us: for, if we had no being at all, that would 
„ And * not leſſen in any degree that happineſs, which is inſe- 
o mf $ parable from thy being; nay, is indeed thy very be- 
t t ing. It is therefore abſolutely neceſſary for us to cleave 
ron 3 ſtedfaſtly to the Lord our God, that by thy continual 
y afiftance we may be enabled to live ſoberly, righte- 
> the © ouſly, and godly, in this preſent world *,” For this 
lor, load of fleſh and frailty cumbers and*drags us down, 
3 but the gifts of thy Spirit are a happy counterpoiſe to 
is heavy clog. By theſe we feel the fluggiſh maſs 
warm'd and put into motion; we riſe and mount up- 
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46 MEDITATIONS. 


and, inflam'd with thy divine fire, burn with holy zeal 


and ſoar aloft ſucceſsfully. 


But whither is it that theſe flights would carry us? . 1 
5 la 


vb 
Lee”? 
| 2 £0 0 
eai. 
foul 


Even to the peace of Jeruſalem :? according to that 
of the Pſalmiſt, I was glad when they ſaid unto me, 
We will go into the houſe of the Lord f.“ There 
bath his goodneſs prepared a place for us, that the ſu; 
of all our wiſhes and deſires ſhould be to ſet up our re; 
there for ever. For, in regard we are abſent from 
the Lord q, during the time of our ſojourning in thi; 
tabernacle of the body, we have (it is manifeſt) 1 
continuing city here, but are ſeeking one to come? 


we lodge in a moveable tent, ard are travellers and 


rangers in a foreign land, but we are free denizens of 
heaven, and our home, and all our privileges and pro- 
perties are there F. I will therefore move under th: 
conduct of thy grace; I will retire into the cloſet 5! 
my heart, and entertain my foul with ſongs of love to 
thee, my King and my God; with tender fighs and 


groanings which cannot be uttered ; 1n the houſe of my 1 | 
' pilgrimage, which the contemplation of thy righteouſ. } 3 
neſs ſhall ſoften, while it is made the ſubje& of my jo BS 


and praiſe, 


And can I think upon Jeruſalem without ſtretchin) ÞY. 
forward all the deſires of my ſou] to that region “ 
bliſs? Jeruſalem, the country, the common mother 


and thee my God, that reigneſt there in 
glory; the Light of that holy city, the Father and De. 


+ Pſal. exxii. x. 
+ Phil. iii. 20. 


§ 2 Cor. v. 6. 
[| Pfal. iv. 26. 


* Heb. Kili. 5 


Ke re nd. 
bor e 
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fender, the Governor, and the Shepherd ; the chaſte, 
2 but exquilite delights that abound there; the ſubſtan- 
WT :ial joy, and all the unſpeakable felicities united in thee, 
EZ who art the true, the ſupreme, the only felicity of thy 
x people. O let me not, I beſeech thee, turn back, or 
2 go out of the way, but proceed continually in my af- 
ecions, till thou at laſt bring my whole ſpirit, and 
Soul, and body into the peaceful manſions, where my 
7 eart is already ſixed: the firſt fruits of the ſpirit I 
already taſte, impart to me the whole lump, and ſatiate 
4 y ſoul with the joys which I now anticipate *, Col- 
; © F ect my ſcatter'd thoughts, and take off the blemiſhes 


and and deformities of my preſent frailties, till thou haſt 
$ 0f &vrought me up to a reſemblance of thy beauty, and e- 
9225 ſtabliſned me for ever in the glories of thy bleſſed pre- 
the ſence, O God of my mercy. 

t of > 5 

eto WY CHAP X11; - 

and 

"my © The ſouls of the righteous are the houſe of God, 
oul- Ll HIS houſe of thine, my God, is not built of earth 


3% bY ly, nor of any ſuch heavenly, but corporeal 
1atter, as the orbs above are formed of; but is ſpi- 


An? Fiz] and eternal, without flaw or decay. For thou 
pat « fer it faſt for ever and ever, and founded it upon 
ther BS a decree which ſhall not be broken F.. Thou haſt 
© 11 girenm it a duration equal to thy own, and end it ſhall 
De- 15 ave none, though it had a beginning, For © Wiſdom 
i. 5 was created in the beginning : not that eſſential 


Nom. wii. 2. f Fal eli. 6. 1 Ecel. xxiv.-r 
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48 MEDITATIONS. 


Wiſdom coeternal with the Father, by whom al! 15 


* things were made d, but that which is created bat Ml . 
ſpiritual ſubſtance, the rational and intellectual mind, BY 1 
which is light by contemplation of light, and in a qua. , 
lified ſenſe ſtyl'd wiſdom, though it be finite and cre. i i 
ated, But as there is a mighty difference between ori- 

ginal light, and that which is derived from, and cauſe E 5 


by the reflection of it; fo 1s there between thee the per- 70 


fect uncreated Wiſdom, and that which is thy cres “ 
ture, and thy image. Thus alſo we diſtinguiſn between 1 gi 
the righteouſneſs which juſtifies, (the righteouſneſs of : 3 15 
God) and that which is attributed to the perſons julli. FT ... 
fied by it: in which laſt ſenſe, the apoſtle ſays we ae 1 
made the righteouſneſs of God, in thee his Son, out 11, 
Lord. Ne 

The ground of which diſtinction lies in this, tha v 
the firſt of all theſe creatures was wiſdom ; that ratio Þ #1, 
nal power, of which thy city conſiſts, which is abs, bo 10 
and free, the chaſte mother of us all for ever in the 0 
heavens, even in that heaven of heavens which cori.“ ie. 
nually praiſes God, and is to him the heayen of hez- 1 rl 
vens indeed. And though we can aſſign no poiat i Wii. 
time antecedent to this noble workmanſhip of thine, 1 fed 
which had a being before time itſelf was: yet thou tl: | b tert 
Eternal Creator art before it, and from thee it deriva” the 
its eternity and its beginning. It is therefore of thee in g 
ſuch a manner, as to be a ſubſtance diſtin from thee:| © 
it is qualified to behold thy face always, and never uf 77. 
be deprived of that bleſſed viſion. In this reſpect iI I 


§ John i. 3. 1 Cor. . 4% ! this 
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undergoes no change, and yet it is liable to change 


but Ez for this light may grow dim and cold, if not fed and 
ind, 5 kept bright by the fre of fervent love, which when 


. well cheriſhed, conveys it into a heat and luſtre clearer 
X and warmer than the noon- day ſun, 
5 By this moſt holy love it is ſo cloſely united to thee, 
uſed i 1 the true, the eternal God, that though it be not of the 
per. Came eternity from the beginning, yet no length of fu- 
rea. 5 ture time, no change of fortune or affairs, ſhall ever 
ween | diſſolve or looſen it; but it ſhall reſt and be employed 
ſs of Or ever in the raviſhing contemplation of thy divine 
ulli. 7 excellencies. For thou, O God, art bountiful to all 
e ate that love thee; and wilt reveal thyſelf to ſuch as ſeck 
„ot thee, in meaſures large as their capacities admit, or at 
Þ leaſt as their neceſſities require. This keeps thy ſer- 
that * ants ſteady to thee, and to themſelves, This preſerves 
atio: the foul in the ſame happy ſtate, while 1 its eyes are ever 
| 3 intent, its affections ever fixed upon thee ; while it be- 


the I holds, and loves and delights in that God who is true 


onti- Jligbt, and pure love. O bleſled noble creature, the 
her I ct and belt of all the works of God! but then moſt 
| Bid, when dwelling upon thy maſter's bleſſed per- 
nine, 2 fections; then happy beyond all expreſſion, when en- 
u tis | A tertaining that divine inhabitant, and illuſtrated with 
rie, J enlivening beams of that glorious | {pring of light 
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ee in cron on high 

hee: 4 What can | ſuppoſe deſerves that magniſicen name, 

er 6 q 7% Fleaven of Heavens ! What can be eſteemed the 

ect i IF gheſt and molt beloved h Abitätioe of God, rather than 

. fe ſpiritual houſe; the purity and zeal of a mind af 
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For what notions muſt we have of this bleſſedneſs, and 


50 MEDITATIONS, 


unity in itſelf, always tranſported with the pleaſure o£ 


ces; this the forctaſte of future joys, and the affuranc- 
of every wayfaring ſoul, that tho' it ſojourn at preſon: 


beholding the divine glory; always enamour'd wit}; 3 $ 8 
God, without admitting any rival, and partner in it; : 4 ha 
love. This is the rock on which bleſſed ſpirits are : i 
built; theſe the heavenly ſatisfactions in heavenly pla. g 3 8 

4 111 


in a ſtiange land, and at a great diſtance from thee, ye: 3: 
if it thirſt and pant after thee, if its godly tears are it: = 
meat day and night, if the dwelling .thus above here. = 
after all the days of its life be its conſtant with and en. 1 I 
deavour, its longing ſhall one day be ſatisfied with the . . 
plcaſures of thy houſe, and all its pious mournings tur- 5 
ned into joy. From this bliſs then and duration gf 
their own, let our ſouls raiſe themſelves to form ſuch 
ideas of thine, as their preſent condition can receive. 


how vaſt is thy eternity, when even this created hou” 


| Pre 

of thine, when keeping at home with thee, though i: Þ = i. 

partake not of the ſame unbounded eternity, yet by it! br. 

union with its glorious maker and inhabitant, ſtards 2 = 

proof againſt all chance of time; and perſevering by 1 

thy gracious influences, is firm, notwithſtanding be % 
N , 


poſſibility of change which it is ſubject to: ſecured by 4 


thy preſence, and by its own conſtant affection, ard 
* * Ll * - * \ 4 1 I | « 
thoſe liberal comunications of thy grace, which it drinks 8 


. | ; 13 
in, and feaſts upon continually: It looks at nothing be. Ahe 
yond thee, as a future addition to its happineſs ; it i 


afflicted with no troubleſome remembrances of any ting. 
paſt, which ſhould embitter or leſſen the preſent, bat 


d by 4 ho made both me and thee poſſeſs me in thee ! not 


| and kl 


rinks 


g be. 


it is | 


thing 
„ but 


N 3 


MEDITATIONS. cl 


g entirely bl-{ with the enjoyment of that God, who 


* nath in mercy made it like himfelf, and knit it to him- 
© FR . 2 | 
lc with the ſtrongeſt cement of inviolable love, and 
lach a fulneſs of ſatisfaction, as neither ſuffers nor de- 


tes a change. 


N 8+ A. 


The Pious Soul? 3 ' Longing for Heaven, 


1 , ORD! © how have I lov'd the habitztion of thy 


* houſe, and the place where thine honour dwel- 
£ leth *!* O Glorious ſeat! the reſidence and the work- 


2 $nuſhip of the Great, the mighty God: let me conti- 


nue, let me increaſe in this love of thee more and more. 
Let this weary pilgrimage be ſpent in advancing daily 


* toward thee, and may the gaſping of my ſoul after thee 
was and comfort the labours of each day, and re- 
ren my waking thoughts by night, Let my heart be 


"my ys where my treaſure is already t: and, in this 
ry and deſolate wilderneſs, may I feel no other thirſt 
g han that of arriving at my heavenly Canaan, and par- 
taking in the ſociety and the joys of that happy people 
% have the Lord for their God. O may that God 


* 


# That [ dare preſume to hope for thy beauty and bliſs 


8 bon the account of any deſerts of my own; but yet, 


br the humbleſt ſenſe of my own unworthineſs will not 


: ak me into deſpair of it, when 1 reflect upon the 


lood of him who dy'd to purchaſe this manſion for 


g Pſal. xxvi 8. + Mat. vi. 20. Pſal. xiv. 15. 
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me. Let but his merits be apply'd to me; let his inte. 
ceſſions aflilt my want of worth, and then J am ſafe; fy; 
thoſe merits cannot be overbalanc'd by my ſins, nor were 
or can thoſe prayers be ever offered up to God in vain, 

For my own part, 1 confeſs with ſhame and ſorrow, 
that I have gone aſtray like a ſheep that is lot“ 


drawn out my wandrings and my miſeries to a grea Fa me 
length, and am caſt out of the ſight of my God, into the lan 
blindneſs and darkneſs of a ſpiritual banithment, u? 11 


this forlorn eſtate 1 ſadly bewail the wretchedneſs of my ; A 
captivity, and fing mournful ſongs when I remember 1 
' thee, O Feruſalem. As yet I am at an uncomfortab!: : 
diſtance, and at beſt my feet ſtand only in the outs; | 2 
courts of Sion. The beauties of the ſanctuary are be. 
hind the veil, and kept hid from my longing eyes: be 
1 am full of hope, that the builder of this ſanQuary, S \ 
and the gracious ſhepherd of ſouls will carry me in upon , 
his ſhoulders, that I may there rejuice with that glad. , uV! 
neſs unſpeakable, which all thoſe happy ſaints fee, 8 
who are already admitted into the preſence of the ou 
; 


Ago: 


God and Saviour: the Saviour who hath opened th, 
royal palace to all believers, by abo/i/hing the enn], br 


in his fleſh, and reconciling all things in heaven a th 
earth by his own blood f. | it; 
For he is our peace, who hath made both one, a“, dr 


broken down the middle wall of partition , promilin; , e 


to give us the ſame degree of happineſs in his own ds 
time, which is already enjoyed by, and in thee. Fore? vl 
w. 


Pfl. cxix. 136 + Fpher il. x5. 16. Col 
Epheſ. 2. 14. F 
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— 


8 F has he hath declared, that they who are worthy to ab- 
for & tain that world and the reſurrection from the dead, 
ere, . en be equal unto the Angels *. © Feruſalem, the ex 
an, WY © ternal habitation of the eternal God! may'ſt thou be 
vw, 7 the ſecond darling of my ſoul, and only he be preferr'd 
3 5 | | before thee in my affection, who ſhed his blood to make 
rea! | '4 mo worthy of thee. Be thou the joy and comfort of my 


— 
— 0 4 ” _ 
— - 2 — , 2 0 — 
2 — - - 
_ #2 £3. r 5 n 2 
* * — 2 4 „ 
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the EZ languiſhing mind, my great ſupport in hardſhips and _ 1 
u ö diſtreſſes: may the remembrance of thee be ever ſweet, 10 
my and the mention of thy name a holy charm to drive a- N 
ther L | way all ſorrow from my ſoul, | | 5 
able 7 
ter CH A b. XXI. | 
N : The Miſeries of the preſent Life. f 
ary, N | ELL may 1 ſeek for ſome relief from theſc 5 
bn! contemplations of a future ſtate, ſince this in ps 
ad. uhich I now am yields me no diverſion, no ſatisfaction 4 
fee, Þ | at all; but is a painful, and weariſome, a foul and tedi- 4 
the Þ 4 ous journey: a wretched, decaying and uncertain life; 4 
thiÞþ 1 a life of labour, and which is worſe, a life of ſin, and {a 
mii; ; pride, and folly; full of miſeries and errors, and ra- - ih 
% ther death than life, ſince in it we die daily, by the con- 13 
llant decays and alterations of our bodies, and the ſun- 0 þ 
ai; ö g dry kinds of death, to which we ſtand every moment 1 
ng ö 4 expoſed. | 11 
de And can we in an 97 propriety of ſpeech call this li- iN 
Fe 1 ving? does that empty thing deſerve the name of life, 9 
which is blotted with tumours, macerated with pains, 3 
| ; : Luke. XX. 354.36, | 1 
3 ny 
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burnt up with fevers, blaſted by an infected air, f:t. 
tened with eating, brought down with faſting ; encrva. 


ted with mirth, conſumed with melancholy, ſhorren-g 
with care, ſtupiſied with ſecurity; blown up with ric}. 
es, dejected by poverty; made gay by youth, bowe( 
down with age, broken with infirmities, and deltiove] 
with griefs? Nay, as if all theſe evils were too Jntle, 
the concluſion of them all is the tyranny of death, 
which puts a ſpeedy period to what we falſely call the 
Joys of life, and aboliſhes them, and wears out all rhe 
footſteps and remembrances of them ſo otterly, that it 
is from thenceforth, as if they had never been at all. 

And yet is it prodigious to confider how this ſtrange 
mixture, for which we know not well how to find : 
name, this living death, or dying life, though in every 
part embittered by theſe and infinite other miſeries - 
how it impoſes, I ſay, upon the generality of mankind, 
and cheats them with lying promiſes of imaginary hap- 
pineſs. Nay, though the cheat be fo groſs, that the 
blindeſt of its adnvrers cannot but diſcover it; and the 
potion ſo nauſcous, that the moſt ſtupid cannot but loath 
and be ſick of it, yet {till infinite are the fools that drink 
large draugh:ts of its cup, and are intoxicated with the 
bewitching liquor. But happy arc thoſe few, thoſe ve- 


ry few, who wiſely keep their diſtance, and will not 


truſt themſelves in its treacherous embraces ; who de- 
ſpiſe its vain ſuperſicial joys, and will have nothing to do 
with its flattering allurements, for fear at lat it prove 


their fate to have the deceiyer and the deceived peril 


together. 


* 
Un 


vi 
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. 3 

1 

Q $4 
; 5 a Ps 
4 The happineſs of that Life prepared for them that 15 
. love God. | 1 
Þ I T oh! that life which God hath laid up in ſtore if 
5 D, fur them that love him! that life indeed !- that ” if 


| RS happy, {ccue, ſerene and moit amiable, that pure and 
Nu life: chat life which fears no death, which feels 


-| + no forrow, which knows no lin, which languiſhes un- 
7 der no pain, is diſtracted with no care, is ruffled with 
1 no paſſion, lies at the mercy of no accidents : that in- 
; j 4 me that unchangeable life, which hath every 
9 5 Irhing that can attract our affections, and command our 
* Leſtecm. There will be no enemies to aſſault us, no 
Ti envy to undermine us, no temptation to ſeduce us, no 
4 ears to confound us, but perfect love and harmony of 
ih ouls; a day that never dechines, a light that never 
0 | x does out: there we ſhall fee God face to face, and auen 
4 we awake up after his lidchieſe, our fouls ſhall be Ja- 


6 Wd with it*, 
O et me indulge this delightful thought, and run 


nk A 
= 2 Peer all the beautics and bliſſes with an unwearied de- 
ne 
F Wire! for the more | conſider, the more paſſionately fond 
eros, of thee, and feel no pleaſure comparable to the 
not 


1 EF wcet reflections upon, and impatient thirſtings after 
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hee. Here will I dwell. for 1 have un peakable de- | 
7 Ts therein. Upon this will I fix my eyes, my heart, 15 
Wy ſtudies; to this will 1 direct all my deſires, and [ak 
9 x Pal. xvii. 15. i 
5 : 1 
1 "my 
_ 474 
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ee 
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| | » 
16 „MEDITATION. 4 
conform all my diſpoſitions, This ſubject let me ſſiat Me. 
and hear of continually, let it be my theme to write en, S! 25 


vate hours in reading of its bliſs and glories; 1 will me. Mit 


my entertainment in converſation, I will ſpend my pe 


-ditate frequently upon what I have read of it; that thu: 44 4 p0 
leaſt I may find ſome refreſhment, ſome looſe from tl. | „. 
miſeries, and toils, and incumbrances, of a trouble . 
periſhing life: and at laſt recline my weary head, ang ; ne 
lay me down to ſleep with joy, when now that hep 7 10 
ſhall be ſhaken off again, and the bleſſeqneſt of thi; B I Vit 

life, truly fo called, immediately commence upon my © ſe 


waking, | - Th 
This makes me walk with ſuch delight in the pa- os 


ſant gardens of the holy ſcripture ; here 1 am diliv-n; e 
to gather the ſweet flowers of God's word and pron. bnd 
ſes: I devour them by reading, I chew the ci upon $ Un 
them by frequent recollection ; I lay them up in my me- : 44 
mory as a moſt valuable treaſure; and by taſting n 
feeding upon theſe delicious deſcriptions of anothe 
world, I take off great part of the bitter and nauſoou! 4 " 
neſs of this world, | 19 | 

O happy ſtate! O truly glorious kingdom: with 4 


out ſucceſſion, without confuſion ! where time 15 no | 1 = 
longer meaſured by the revolutions of days and high, 2 
ſummers and winters; but eternity is continued ug l 1 
one endleſs day, one ever-blooming ſpripg. Wee 
they, who have been victorious in their ſpiritual Warte, 
join in conſort with the bleſſed angels, and ling the /-1- 
Sion without ceaſing. There a never-fading crown Þ 
adorns every head, and exquiſite joy oyerflows cry , 


ncrciful judge 
5 1 Fhoir, and behold the majeſtick preſence of my maker, 
Wich the /pirits iu men made perſect? when ſhall 
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MW: cart. Oh that my fins were blotted out, my pardon 


a O whea will it pleaſe God to give me leave to 


Jay down this load and lumber of fleſh, and admit me 
Vibe ſpot Or corruption into the true reſt, the tran- 


Yporting delights of that bliſsful pace! that j may a0 


I put the beauteous 4walls of the city of Cod, wiew all 


Ver palaces * and receive a crown at the hand of my 


when ſhall I mike one in that holy 


ee my dear Redeemer face to fac e, and approach that 


i @n{pcakable bright, and as yet inacceſſible light, which 


Oye! : 
is 
Are 

57 
G 
\ ty 


== 


3 q „%s from the lun of riphteouinels ? 


3 this Vo [d 4 


4 ecure from any future aſſaults, and triumphant over 


When, O when, 


| ml be freed from the bondage of the fear of death, 
[3 Pod poſſals the uninterrupted joy of an endleſs incor- 


uptible (tate, conferred upon me by the bounty of u 
LJ? | 
C H A P. XXIII. 


he happineſs of holy Souls at their departure out of 


1 APPY the foul, which, reſined from this droſs 


of earth, and pot looſe from its incumbrance of 
body, ſoars up to heaven, and takes its dwellin; 7 there, 


Peath. gf he 54 lors it fo; aſt Upon the 7 beaute O15 Q face of 
KF; 4 hat-dear Lord, Whom it 2 ry qd; ant toy d, and long'd 


: 1 o enjoy, in that glory, and glad im mortality to which 


, Pſal. xIViii. 6. 
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58 MEDITATIONS. 


it is at Jaſt arriv'd. A glory and gladneſs which © 
length of time will wear out, no envious advert- Ty [ 


* 
— 


take away. This is the ſpouſe, which ' the POS: 2 
ſaw and bleſſed her; the queens and the concubincs 1. 
* they praiſed her, Who is this that cometh up! from e. 
6 


UI; 


wilderneſs leaning upon her belov'd ? who is (11+ 14, 
© goeth up as the morning, fair as the moon, clcar as 
* ſun, and terrible as an army with banners “?“ * i 4 
what eager joy does the fly to the arms of her [, 

when with a joyful aſtoniſhment ſhe hears the voir; 2 


OT UTEY 


his moſt affectionate call; * riſe vp my love, my 4 


: f = 13% 
one, and come away? For Io! the winter is pall, , e 


rain is over and gone. The flowers appear on il: '} | 


earth, the time of ſinging is come, and the voices 


/ 5 
* the turtle is heard in our land. The ſig tree put Aon 
* forth her green figs, and the vines with the tene . 


grapes give a good ſmell, Ariſe, my love my fair on, 
and come away; O my dove, thou art in the chte 
© the rocks, in the ſecret places of the ſtairs, let mc off 
* thy countenance, let me hear thy voice, for ſweet j 
* thy voice, and thy countenance 15 comely 7 Com: 
my choſen, my fair one, my dove, my ſpouſe, and 
will receive thee into my throne, for, I have long. 

thy beauty. Come and rejoice before me with the 
gels, to whom I have promis'd to make thee a compar! 


on. Come after long toils and many dangers, an! ie 
ter thou into the joy vj thy Lord, a joy which n re 
taketh from ther F. | 


9. Cant. vi..ix. & 8; . +. Cant. ii. to, 11, : ©, 

1 Mat. xxv. 53. John: xvi. 23. 1 
— 
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MEDITATIONS, 59 


C1 0 ne 


\ Prayer for Succour in Trouble and Danger. 


nd 1 5 LESSED are all thy ſaints, my God and king, 
Wo 2 who have travelled over the tempeſtuous fea of 


Wortality, and have at laſt made the defir'd port of peace 
© felicity ; fearleſs of future hazirds, and full of 
Erber joy. This ſea, thou, my Saviour, didſt con- 
end to try and be toſt upon, caſt a gracious eye 


on us who are ſtil] in our dangerous voyage. Thou 


r poſſoſt of never-fading glory, but do not in the midſt 
& thy own happineſs, forget thoſe who are beſet with 


Wt variety of miſcries. 


Ir, and what we are or hope to be, is all thy gift; 


Thou halt choſen us to thy- 


ou haſt promiſed to make us immortal with and by 


. — = 
r 0 


yſelf. and to beſtow upon us the everlaſting felicity 


"of i! 11 O remember and ſuccour us in our diſ- 
b, and think on them who lie expoſed to the rough 


Horns of troubles and temptations, 


| Thou art the beautiful gate of heaven, the dior at 


. uch the ſheep muſt enter; but we alas! lie grovel- 
g here below, and cur foul cleaveth to the duſt “. 
"nn forth thy hand, and raiſe us up; ſtrengthen 
; br weakneſs, that we may do valiantly in this ſpiritual 


ighty force that comes againſt us. Help us againſt 


rencmies power; help us againſt our own negligence 


ad cowardice, and defend us from the treachery of, 


© 
n+ 


groen unfaithful he Arts. We are exceeding frail, EK 


Fehn. . 9; 


1 4 


er, who of ourſelves are not able to ſtand againſt the 
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Co DIe. 


ceeding weak and deſpicable, ſlaves to intemperance ad 
luſt, and indiſpoſed to every virtuous and gallant ty, 1 
dertaking. And yet, helpleſs wretches as we are, wh, 4. 0 
liſted under thy banner, and born up by thy croſs, . 1 4 
are buoy'd up in faith, and commit our ſelves bolde 4 m 
to this great and wide ſea, wherein are things creep 1 ſh 
ing innumerable, beth ſmall and great bedſis, außer, 3 'C m 
is that leviathan *, that ſerpent ready to devot; 3 
wherein are rocks and quickſands, and other day; Þ 4 


— 


without number, on which the careleſs and unbelieyi;, t= 
run their veſſels, and ſuffer ſhipwreck daily. = &F 


Intercede for me therefore, moſt gracious Savior 


that, by thy powerful mediation, and all-ſuſficient ny. 
rits, 1 may be able to bring this veſſel and its lad, 
ſafe to ſhore; and be conducted to be haven ny, 


every pious /oul would be, the haven of peace and fi. 
vation, of uninterrupted reſt, and never fadinp-joy, 


CHAP, XXV. 


The pious Soul's defire of Heaven, 


Heavenly Jeruſalem! our common mother, th: 
holy city of God, thou beautiful ſpouſe of Cn, an 


my ſoul hath loved thee exceedingly, and all my facil-/ 4 W 
ties are raviſhed with thy charms, O what praces, vi: he 
glory, what noble ſtate appears in every part of thee. ; 4 W1 
moſt exquiſite is thy form, and thou alone art bez} nd 
' without blemiſh. Rejoice and dance for joy, C daugt-þ ij 
ter of my king. for thy Lord himſelf, fairer than all t 
ſons of men, hath pleaſure in thy beauty +, 3 in 


r is. +- Pfal. xlr. 11. 


HA MEDITATIONS, 61 


dau But, © what is thy beloved more than another be- 
t un. 4 jored, O thou faireſt among women? my beloved is 
| . white and ruddy, the chieſeſt among ten thouſand. 

, 1: As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, ſo is 
diy z | my beloved among the ſons. I ſat down under his 
re. ſhadow with great delight, and his fruit was ſweet to 
Here! C my taſte.” 

our - I By night on my bed! ſought him whom my ſoul lo- 
„ oth, I fought him, and found him *.“ I hold him faſt 
vin © and will not let him go, till he bring me into his houſe, 


— 
— 
CD 

þ 
1 


1 
n 


into the ſecret places of his tabernacles. O glorious 
metropolis! there {halt thou give the children thy 
breaſt, and ſo ſill me with the plentiful communication 


of thy pleaſures, that J ſhall never hunger more, nei- 
ther thirſt any more. 

O how happy will my ſoul perceive itſelf, when it 
ſhall be admitted to ſee thy plory, thy beauty; to view 
the gates, the walls, the ſtreets, the ſtately buildings, 
the ſplendor of thy inhabitants, and the triumphant 
: 1 pomp of thy king enthroned in the midſt of thee! For 
| 1 thy walls are of precious ſtones, and thy pates of pearl, 


SET IR 


- 
N 
; 
4 
1 
Fi 
* 


* I * 


ni and thy ſtreets of pure gold, continually reſounding 


cul-F 4 with loud halelupahs. Thy houſes are founded upon 


hen hewn ſquare ſtone, carried up with ſaphire, cover'd in 
hee! 4 with gold, and no unclean perſon can enter into thee, 
no manner of pollution abide within thy borders. 
Sweet and charming are thy delights, O holy mo- 
the 3 ther of us all. Subject to none of thoſe viciſſitudes and 
1 :nterruptions which abate our pleaſures here below. No 


* Cant. V. ik. K. ch. 1,3. 
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Co MEDITATIONS, 


ceeding weak and deſpicable, ſlaves to intemperance and 
luſt, and indiſpoſed to every virtuous and gallunt un. 
dertaking. And yet, helpleſs wretches as we are, when 
liſted under thy banner, and born up by thy croſs, we 
are buoy'd up in faith, and commit our elves boldly 
to this great and wide ſea, wherein are things crcep- 
ing innumerable, both ſmall and great beaſts, ker: 
is that leviathan *, that ſerpent ready to devour: E 
wherein are rocks and quickſands, and other danger = 
without number, on which the careleſs and unbelieving F 
run their veſſels, and ſuffer ſhipwreck daily. | 


Intercede for me therefore, moſt gracious Saviour Z 
that, by thy powerful mediation, and all-ſufficient me- 
rits, I may be able to bring this veſſel and its lad of! 
ſafe to ſhore; and be conducted to the Jaden her; 
every pious ſoul would be, the baven of peace and fi. 
vation, of uninterrupted reſt, and never fading-joy, 


CH A P. XXV. 


The pious Soul's deſire of Heaven. 


Heavenly Jeruſalem! our common mother, th: 1 thy 

holy city of God, thou beautiful ſpouſe of Chil} : 2 and 

my ſoul hath loved thee exceedingly, and all my facil- wit 
ties are raviſhed with thy charms, O what graces, wh: + 
glory, what noble ſtate appears in every part of thee 2 Wit 
moſt exquiſite is thy form, and thou alone art beauty no 
without blemiſh. Rejoice and dance for joy, C daugh: s 
ter of my king. for thy Lord himſelf, fairer than all th: EZ 
ſons of men, hath pleaſure in thy beauty +. 5 inte 
fal. 4. 21, 16. + Pfal. xlv. 11. A 
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MEDITATIONS. 61 


But, what is thy beloved more than another be- 
loved, O thou faireſt among women? my beloved is 


1 white and ruddy, the chieſeſt among ten thouſand. 


« As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, ſo is 


my beloved among the ſons, 1 ſar down under his 


= «© ſhadow with great delight, and his fruit was ſweet to 


* my taſte.” 
By night on my bed I ſought him whom my : Foul lo- 
* vcth, I ſought him, and found him®.” I hold him faſt 


and will not let him go, till he bring me into his houſe, 


into the ſecret places of his tabernacles. 
there ſhalt thou give the children thy 
and ſo fill me with the plentiful communication 
of thy pleaſures, that I ſhall never hunger more, nei- 


ther thirſt any more. 


O how happy will my ſoul perceive itſelf, hen it 


2 ſhall be admitted to ſee thy glory, thy beauty; to view 


the gates, the walls, the ſtreets, the ſtately buildings, 
the ſplendor of thy inhabitants, and the triumphant 
pomp of thy king enthroned in the midſt of thee! For 


thy walls are of precious ſtones, and thy gates of pearl, 


and thy ſtreets of pure gold, continually reſounding 
with loud halelujahs. Thy houſes are founded upon 


2 hewn ſquare ſtone, carried up with ſaphire, cover'd in 


with gold, and no unclean perſon can enter into thee, 
no manner of pollution abide within thy borders. 
Sweet and charming are thy delights, O holy mo- 
ther of us all. Subject to none of thoſe viciſſitudes and 
interruptions which abate our pleaſures here vue.” No 


Cant. V. it. . eh. , J. 


O glorious 
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62 MEDFTATIONS; 


ſacceſhon of night and day, no intervals of darkneſs, 19 
difference of ſeaſons in their feveral courſes. Nor; 
the light derived from artificial helps, or natural umi. 
naries, the ſame with ours; no lamps or cardie 1; 


ſhining of the moon or ſtars, but God of God, and 9. 
of light, even the Son of righteouſneſs ſhines in (hes, 
and the white immaculate jamb, he it 1s that entiohting 
thee with the full luſtre of his majeſty, and bens +, 
Thy light and glory, and all thy happineſs, is ths in- 
ceſſant contemplation of this divine king; for this king 
of kings is in the midſt of thee, and all his hoſt 1 
miniſtring round about him continually, 

There are the melodious choirs of angel, there the 
ſweet fellowſhip and company of the heavenly inhavi- 
tants; there the joyful pomp of all thoſe triumyhan 
| ſouls who from there ſore trials and travels thro' thi; 
valley of tears, at laſt return victorious to their na- 
tive country. There the goodly tellowſhip of prophets, 
whoſe eyes God opened to take a proſpect of far diſtant 
myſteries. There the twelve leaders of the Chriſtian 
armies, the bleſſed Apoſtles; there the noble army of 
the martyrs; there the convention of confeſſors; there 
the holy men and women, who in the days of their 
fieſh were mortified to the pleaſures of fin and the world; 
there the virgins and youths, whoſe blooming virtues 
put out early fruits, and ripen'd into piety far exceed- 
ing the proportion of their years. There the ſheep and 


lambs, who have eſcap'd the ravening wolf, and all the F 


ſnares laid for their deſtruction, Theſe all rejoics i1 
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MEDITATIONS. 63 


heir proper manſions; and, though each differ from 


other it degrees of glory, yet all agree in bliſs and joy, 
diffus'd to all in common; and the happineſs of every 


one is eſteam'd each man's own, 


For there charity reigns in its utmoſt perfection, 


IT cauſe God there is all in all; whom they continually 
FT bchold, and brholding continually admire, and praiſe 
+ ard love, and love an} praife without intermiſſion, with- 
= out end, without weirin?(s, or diſtraction of thought, 
EZ This is their conſtant, their delightful employment, 


And, O how happy {hall I be, how exquititely, how 


| inceſſantly happy, if, when this body crumbles into 


duſt, 1 ſhall be entertain'd with that celeſtial harmony, 
and hear the hymns of praiſe to their eternal king, 


which troops of angels, and ſaints, innumerable are 


ever ſinging in full conſort ! How happy myſelf to bear 
a part with them, and pay the ſame tribute to my God 
and Saviour, the author and the captain of my ſalvati- 
on! To behold his face in glory, and be made partaker 
of thoſe gracious promiſes, of which he hath given me 
the comfortable hope, when ſaying to his Father, I 
vill, that they whom thou haft given me, be with 
me where I am, that they may behold the glory 
which 1 had with thee before the world was.“ And 


again, ſupporting his diſciples againſt the tribulations 


they ſhould encounter here below, © lt any man love 
me, let him follow me, and where 1 am, there ſhall 
alſo my ſervant be, And in another place, He that 


45 * loveth me ſhall be loved of my Father, and 1 will 


F fove him, and will manifeſt myſelf unto him *,” 


* John, xvii. 5, 14. li. 26. XIV. 21 
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64 MEDITATIONS: 


CH A P. XXVI. 
An Act of Praiſe. 


LESS the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that is witk. |® n 

in me bleſs his holy name, Bleſs the Lord, 0 BY g 

© my ſoul, and forget not all his We O praiſe the ne 
Lord, all ye works of his, in all places of his domi.“ th 


* nions; praiſe the Lord, O my ſoul x. Let us may. ; 4 15 
nify that great God, whom angels praiſe, whom domi. 13 th 
nions adore, whom powers fall down and tremble be.! th 
fore; whoſe excellent glory Cherubim and Seraphim 1 
proclaim with loud inceſſant voices: let us then bear:! 
part too in this heavenly ſong, and together with an- 4 ds 
* gels and archangels, and all the company of heavc, fer 


i © Jaud and magnify that glorious name ;* Let us tu E tic 
f our voices up with theirs, and tho' we cannot reac! WY un 
: their pitch, yet will we exert the utmoſt of our ſkill ac uf 
b power, in this tribute to the ſame common Lord; and ca 

ſay with them, as poor mortal are able, Holy, hel. ö 1 mi 
| holy, Lord God of hoſts; heaven and earth are fn | 9 an 
© * of thy glory; glory be to thee, O Lord moſt hig 3 4 di 
For theſe are the happy ſpirits, who offer a ſact. de 
j fice of pure praiſe before the throne of God conticually, ö I Jed 
j who are ever wrapt in the contemplations of his perfec- ler 
f tions; and fee them, not like us, thro? 4 glaſs dark ; 4 cel 


{y, but near at hand, and face to ſace . What tong F th: 
can expreſs, what thought conceive, the admit EY {| 
ble beauty, the exact order, the numberleſs mul:ituls BR th: 
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MEDITATIONS, Ge 


of this heavenly hoſt ? The incxhauſtible ſource of 


joy ſpringing from the beatiſic viſion ; the fervent love 


which miniſters delight without torment ; the ever— 
growing deſire, which riſes with their ſatisfactions, and 
the grateful ſatisfactions which crown that deſire; a 
deſire always eager, and never uncaſie, always full, and 
never cloy'd : the bleſſedneſs derived down to them, by 


their inſeperable union to the fountain of all bliſs; the 


light communicated to them from the original light ; 
the happy change into an immutable nature, by ſeeing 
the immutable God as he is, and being transformed in- 


to the likeneſs of him they lee * ? 


But how, alas ! ſhould we hope to comprehend the 
divinity and bliſs of angels ſo far above us, when we 
feel ourſelves unable to find out the nature and perfec- 
tions of this very ſoul within us? What ſort of being 
muſt this be, which inſpires a lump of dead fleſh with 
life and activity, and yet, when molt defirous ſo to do, 
cannot confine its thouphts to holy exerciſes? What a 
mixture of power and impotence is here ? how preat, 
and yet how poor and little is this principle, which 
dives into the ſecrets of the Moſt High, ſearches the 
deep things of God, and expands itſelf to celeſtial ob- 
jects at the ſame time that it is forced to employ its ta- 
lent in the invention of uſcful arts, and to ſerve the ne- 
ceſſities of a mortal life? What ſort of creature is this, 
that knows ſo much of other things, and ſo little of it- 
ſelf? So ingenious in matters abroad, ſo perfectly in 
the dark to what is done at home? Specious, but very 


1 John. ii. 3. 


— 


jr 


2 — —— 
— 2 - EY — — * * 
N — n * . = + 


— Ee 6 


QA = As 


66 MEDITATIONS, 


diſputable notions have indeed been advanced conc: x. 
ning the origin of our ſoul, butall we know of it amounts 
at laſt to this; that it is an intellectual ſpirit, created 
by the almighty power of its divine maker, endued with 
ſuch an immortality as he was pleaſed to qualiſie it for: 
enlivening and ſuſtaining a body ſubject to change, cor. 
ruption, and death, and liable to all the uncqual aſſec- 
tions of fear and joy, and cvery turbulent pation, thy: 
in their turns exalt and depreſs, enlarge or contra its 


powers. 


And what an amazing thing 1s this now ! The more 
we attend to it, the more we ſhall find ourſelves loſt in 
wonder, When we read, or ſpeak, or write of God, 
the great Creator of the univerſe, we can deliver our- 
ſelves clearly and diſtinctly, though at the ſame time hi: 
perfections be too vaſt for our words to expreſs, 0: 
our minds to comprehend ; the ſubject, not of an ade- 
quate conception, but of an awful aſtoniſhment. Bu: 
when we deſcend lower, and treat of angels and cre- 
ated ſpirits, of ſouls united to bodies, and beings of the 
fame level with, or a condition inferior to, our own; we 
are not able to ſupport our ideas with proofs ſo uncon- 
teſtable; and find it impracticable to ſatisfy ourſelves 
or others in the enquiries concerning them. Why ther 
ſhould we, to ſo very little purpoſe, hover uncertain!) 
about theſe lower regions, and ſpend our time and 
pains in groping in the dark? No, let our minds rather 
enlarge their thoughts, and take a nobler range; Le: 
them leave all created objects behind, and run, and 
mount, and fly aloft: and, taking faith to the all.{tan-: 
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MEDITATIONS. 6) 


of reaſon, fix their eyes with the utmoſt intenſeneſs our 
nature will bear, upon the Creator, the univer{al cauſe, 


Les, will make a ladder, like that of Jacob's“, reach- 
ng from earth to heaven, and as by rounds, go up from 


my body to my ſoul, from my own foul to that eternal 
ſpirit that made it; who ſuſtains, preſerves it always, 


with me, about me, above me; thus ſipping over all 


the intermediate ſtages of beings, and re-uniting my 
owa foul to him, from whom it came, and in whoſe 
image it was created. 5 

Whatever bodily eyes can diſcern, whatever leaves 


3 impreſſions upon my imaginative faculty, {hall be re- 


ſolutely ſet out of the way, as a hindrance to that more 
abſtracted contemplation, which my mind is deſirous to 


. \ indulge. A pure and {1mple act of the underſtanding, 
is that which muſt carry me up, and boldly ſoar at 
once to the Creator of angels, and ſouls, and all things, 


And happy is that ſoul, which, refuſing to be detain- 


| Fr ed by low and.viler objects, directs its flight to the no- 
7 bleſt and moſt exalted, and, like the eagle, builds its 
Þ” ac{t in the top of the rocks, and keeps its eye ſteddy 
4 upon the Sun of righteouſneſs: for no beauty is ſo 
A charming, no pleaſure ſo tranſporting, as that with 


which our eyes and mind are feaſted, when onr greedy 
liglt and eager affections are determined to our God 
and Saviour, as to their only proper centre ; when, 
by a wondrous myſtical, but true and ſpiritual a& of 
viſion, we ſee him who is inviſible ; behold a light far 


different from this, which cheers our ſenſes, and taſte 


* Gen, Xxvill, 12, 
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68 MEDITAI-TONS, 


a pleaſure infinitely ſweeter than any this world and its 
joys can afford: for this is a ſhort and unſincere plea- 
ſure; this is a dim and feeble light, confined to a nar- 
row ſpace, always in motion from us, and in few hours 
put out by conſtant returns of darkneſs: theſe are en- 


joyments which the great Creator hath diſtributed to 


brutes, nay, to the vileſt of inſects, in common with 
mankind; and therefore let us thirſt and aſpire after 
ſuch as are truly divine; for what even ſwine and 
worms ſhare with us, cannot deſerve the name of lipht 
and pleaſure, but, in compariſon of thoſe more refined, 
are to be cſtcem'd no better than pain and night. 


C H A P. XXVII. 


How God may be ſeen, and poſſeſs'd of Man. 


HIS ſupreme and immutable being, this glori- 

| ; ous ſun that never ſets, this true, unclouded, 
and eternal light, the light of angels and men, cannot 
indeed be ſeen with mortal eyes, nor muſt we hope in 
this life to approach it, that bleſſing is reſerv'd for glo- 
Tified faints in heaven; and therein chiefly does the 
excellence of their reward and happineſs conſiſts. But 
yet are we not even now ſhut out from all perception 
of it neither: for to believe in, to meditate upon, to 
underſtand, and ardently to thirſt after God, to make 
him the ſole object of our thoughts and deſires; this 
is in ſome ſenſe to ſee, and to poſſeſs him. And ſince 
our capacity extends thus far at preſent, let us exert 
thoſe little powers we haye; let our yoices be liftedup on 


8 F bi 
. 
ereat 
Greg 
praiſ 
Wie th 
1 pur a 
nds 
Nene 
ny ' 
With th 
4 ec 


dne 
= 
- 
\ 
5 


2 bl 
J thi 


MEDITATIONS. 69 


h, and our ſouls make God their ſtudy and let us, 
2 beſt of our ability, entertain him with his own 
1 BRiſes. For zt 1s very meet, right, and our boundenr 
b 5 that the creature ſhould publiſh the goodnels of 
r Creator; ſince he created us for the illuſtration of 


happineſs *, not to ſtand in need of any glory we 
x an n give him, nor can we add to what he hath alrea- 
5 For he is power incomprehenſible, poſſeſſing all 

bags and ſelf. ſuſſicient. Great is our Lord, and 
Wereat is his power, yea, and his wiſdom is infinite, 
Great is our Lord and marvellous, and worthy to be 
Wpraiſcd Let this then be the object of our love; 
is the ſubject of our ſong ; this the ground of our la- 
Pur and ſtudies. And let our mind, and tongue, and 
nds be continually exerciſed in deſiring, ſpeaking, 
Peiog, writing of him. Let the delights of this hea- 
35 rhetoric be our daily food and feaſt, that, filled 
With this divine nouriſhment, we may cry out with the 
la {t earneſt contention of heart and voice, with joy and 
| Wdneſs, and molt fervent zeal, and proclaim the ex- 
| Pace of our God after the following manner. 


CHAP. XXVIIL 


L juſt, moſt merciful, omnipreſent and incompre- 
Enſible Lord God! Thou art inviſible and yet ſeeſt 
Y things, unchangeable and changeſt all things, 

4 * Pſal, xlvii. 7. 7 Pſal. exlr. 3 


OST great, moſt gracious, moſt mighty, moſt 
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70 MEDITATIONS. 


5 
1 
5s 


immortal, uncircumſcribed, without bound, ww all, 


= 


end, unſpeakable, unſearchable, unmoved, and giving part 


motion to all things; fearful and glorious ; to he ty 1 {on 


noured, and reverenced, and adored with the moſt proj 1 
nat un 


g y ds { 
Ws 0 


found humility; never new, never old; and yet mij 
ing all things new, and conſuming their gayeſt = 
with age, tho” they regard it not. 

- ny 
+ d di! 


and yet included in nothing; creating, protecting, ud at 


Always in action, and yet always at reſt ; fuſtairir 
all things, and yet feeling no burthen; Cling a] hin 


riſhing, maintaining, improving all things: thou fed J 
eſt, and yet thou lakeſt not; thou loveſt without pat 
art jealous without diſturbance ; thou repenteſt wit 
out remorſe; art angry without perturbation z chan: 
eſt thy works, but not thy reſolution 3 thou receiit 
what thou hadſt never loſt; art never poor, and ji 
rejoiceſt in the gaining of ſinners; art not covetou 
and yet expecteſt thy own with uſury *; and art pi Th 
ed to account thyſelf a debtor to them who do g mal; 


cor tain 


for thy ſake, Me o 
But who, alas, can do! who is poſſeſſed of any go“ 
which is not thine already? Thou payeſt debts, andy this 


oweſt nothing: thou forgiveſt debts, and art no lM : in 
by thy mercy: thou giveſt life and being to all; 
every where, and all in all: thou may'ſt be TY at! 1 4 5 
perceived, but not ſeen; art diſtant from no place, ug 
yet far from the ungodly ! for where thou art not 
thy grace and favour, thou ſtill art preſent by thy d 
ſervation and vengeance, Thou communicatelt thy by 


« 


. a Leg 
| þin tl 


Mat. XXV. 27. 


MEDITATIONS, 71 


all, but not to all equally. To ſome things thou 
Ye being, but not life, or ſenſe, or underſtanding. 

ſome, being andlife, but not ſenſe and underſtand- 
A 1 To ſome again, being and life, and ſenſe, but 
90 underſtanding. To ſome, laſtly, thy bounty ex- 
il i e ſo far, as to beſtow all theſe. And tho' thou al- 
R Ws be the ſame, perfectly conſiſtent with thy ſelf, yet 


f anc diſpenſations, wherein thy different influences are 
.Þ d abroad upon different ſorts of creatures. 

Cl 4 We are in continual purſuit of thee, and though 
hu move not away from us, yet can we not apprehend 
„e. Thou poſſeſſeſt all things, compaſſeſt all, ſur- 


WI 
Halt n unteſt all, upholdeſt all; yet doſt not ſo uphold all, 
cee to have any thing above thee; nor ſo £11] all, as to 


2 We any thing without thee; but at once filleſt and 

f Wtzineſt, ſuſtaineſt and ſurmounteſt all. 

1 Thou teacheſt the hearts of the faithful without the 
| Wmality of words, and ſpeakeſt to them without the 

: 1 0 ſe of articulate ſounds. Thy vi/d9m reacheth from: 

1 end to the other mightily, and ſweetly doth ſhe order 


god 
O 1 5 7 
nd al nge . Thou art neither enlarg'd by any addition 


„pace, nor chang'd by any revolution of time. Thou 
f 1 nt abiteſt the light, which no man can approach; indi- 
It u ble, becauſe ſtrictly and ſimply one, and, having no 
e, a ts, filleſt all things with the whole of thyſelf. 

ot Finite minds cannot diſtin&tly conceive, nor artful 


boch * 1 Preſſions declare, nor whole volumes and libraries ex- 
N gin the depths and intricacies of this myſtery. For 
= * Wiſd. viii. 1. 


ig is more different than that vaſt variety of gifts 


EIT AWE 1 A 
* — . as 1 
. $2 =* = - 
> "=". b 
To — 4 * 
” PAS. ut. p - = 
w- * * 
> — * 
as * 


1 
1 


5 


F 
22 . N 5 


8 — - = 7 
4 * — . — 2 7 — * 4 
— 8 * 


2 
I 
—— 


= 


— 
„ 
* he 


>. SI my Et = 
one EF 
r 
- * * 4 


72 MEDITATIONS, 


what can deſcribe that greatneſs which is above all qua . 


tity, and that tranſcendent goodneſs which is aboye {| 
quality? This is perfect goodneſs indeed; and there. 


fore none is truly good but thou alone, with whom i 


intend 1s to finiſh, and to will is to be able to perform, 

Thou madeſt all things out of nothing, merely he. 
cauſe *twas thy good pleaſure ſo to do. Thou poſſe! 
all things, not becauſe thou needeſt any: thou governs 
all without care or toil, and nothing in heaven «bove, v 
in earth, no, not in hell beneath, hath power to coun 
termand, or in any degree to diſturb thy regular manig 
ment, or break the beauteous order of thy univer, 

Thou art not the author of any evil: this is vhz 
even that power, which can do all things, cannot ch; 
for the being able to do this would argue a defect, 2 


not a perfection of power. Nor canſt thou repent « 


any thing thou haſt done, becauſe thy wiſdom alwa 
does the beſt : nor canſt thou be diſorder'd with ar 
tumultuous paſſions, for theſe are the tempeſts and con 
motions of weak minds: nor could the danger or ru! 
of the whole world be any detriment to thee, for ii! 
were to have a happineſs depending on thy own ct 
tures : nor canſt thou approve or commend any vi! 
ked action, for that were a blemiſh to thy holineſs, a 
would make thee ceaſe to be God. 

Thou never ly'ſt, becauſe thou art eternal truth: 
thy bounty alone we were created; by thy juſtice“ 
are puniſhed for our offences; and by thy clemency' 
are delivered from vengeance and deſtruction, No 
terial being, Whether earthly or heavenly body, ! 


DIT A T1UNS, 73 


give principle (not even that of fire) which can aſſect 
our ſenſes, ought to be worſhiped for thee ; for thou 
alone haſt ſelf-exiſtence, and never changeſt from what 
thou art: hence is thy name 7ehovah®, denoting that 
thou art always the ſame, and thy years ſhell not ſuil ſ. 


Theſe, and many other neceſſary and ſaving truths thy 


church hath taught me, of which I acknowledge it thy 


ſpecial favour to have been made a member. For here 


J learnt, that thou art the one, the true God, without 
body, parts, or paſſions : and that no part of thy ſub- 
{tance is capable of change or corruption, compounded 
or made. This makes it evident, that no bodily eye 


can diſcern thee, and that no mortal can ſee thee in thy 


proper eſſence: hence it is alſo plain, that from the ſame 
cauſe, which enables angels to behold thee now, we al- 
ſo aſter this life ſhall be enabled to behold thee. But 
even thoſe glorious and intellectual ſpirits cannot ſze thee 
in all points as thou art; for thy myſterious unity of 
«ſence in trinity of perſons, as it hath nothing like it- 


ſelf, ſo it is fully comprehended by nothing but itſelf. 


£ 4 Þ,-*- KEIL. 


Of the Plurality of Perſons in the Unity of the Divine 
Eſſence. 


| HOU, my God, art but one with regard to thy 

nature, but the perſons to whom this nature 1s 

communicated are ſeveral ; and thus in different reſpects 

thou art capable and incapable of becoming the obje£® 
* ExOd. iii. 14. + Pfal ci. 27. | 


N 


14 - MEDITATIONS: 


of number, and meaſure, and weight. We do no: ac 
knowledge any beginning of that goodneſs, whereof t 
eliencc conſiſts, but believe all things whatſoever to be 
from, and by, and in this; and that there is no other 


thing good, except ſo far as it participates of, and re- o 
ccives its goodneſs from thee. Thy divine eſſence is, Ki 
and ever was without matter, but not without form: (0; 


the perfect, moſt beautiful, and true original form; Þ 5 be 
which like thy ſeal, thou ſealeſt upon every thing, and 

ſtill, without addition or diminution to thyſelf, diver- 

ſify'ſt thy own works after a wonderful manner, and 405 inc! 
makeſt them to differ from thee, and from each other, Ibs 
according to the different characters impreſs d upon them : 
by their maker's hand. For whatſoever is made, 1; ; 
made by thee alone, | | 


9 * 
* 2 2 9 . 
0 ; — 


O Lord omanipotent, thou great three- one, whoſe 
Almighty power poſſeſſes, governs, and fills all thinys; 
yet ſo as that the greateſt hath not more, nor the leal 
leſs, but ſo as to be all in all, and all to be in thee; 33 
it is written, Whether ſhall I go from thy ſpirit, and 
* whither ſhall 1 flee from thy preſence? If I climb up 
to heaven, thou art there; if I go down to hell, thou 
* art there alſo; if I take the wings of the morning, 
and remain in the uttermoſt parts of the ſea, ever 
* there alſo ſhall thy hand lead me, ard thy right hand 
* ſhall hold me*.* Thus art thou preſent with every 
thing, and every thing with thee ; not by any local ex- 
tenſion, but by thy virtue and power, and communt- 
cation of thyſelf. 


4 


* Pſal. cxxxix 7, 8, 9,15. 


FL MEDITATIONS. 73 


Now ſince thy nature is ſimply and inſeperably one, 


ſons in it could be really ſeparated from one another. 
This is indeed diſtinguiſhed into three, and each per- 
| fon hath a different 1 name and title but ſtill no name 


ies and mutual relations of each to other. The Father 
7 | includes the notion of a Son; the Son that of a Father; 
1 the Holy Spirit Father and Son both. And all thoſe ti- 
| les us'd to expreſs the power, and eſſenoe, and perfec- 
$ WB tions; and whatever 1s included in the name of God, 
belongs to every perſon equally. There is not there- 
0 ſore any thing which may be truly affirm'd of the Fa- 
| kher as God, but may with equal truth be aftirm'd of the 
a bon, or Holy Ghoſt, as God. We ſay that the Father 
z God by nature, ſo we ſay likewiſe that the Son and the 
EY [Holy Ghoit are; and yet they are not three Gods by 
Hature, but Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, one and the 


up Wy 

bon f- ſame God. 

ins, o that our underſtanding embraces but one undivi- 
oF 5 g eſſence, tho*, for our more diſtinct conception of 
mY ; is eſſence, we diſtinguiſh the ſeveral ſubſiſtences in it, 
very N calling them different perſons, But ſtill, that this 
Rs Nurality of perſons does not infer a plurality of beings, 
1. manifeſt from hence, that the name of each perſon has 


q neceſſary reſpect to the other two, If I mention the 
i I include the Son; if the Son, I include the 
Ather; if the ſpirit, I muſt unavoidably be underſtood 
Peter to ſome whoſe ſpirit this is, and ſo imply Fa- 


E 
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we mult not ſo conceive of the Trinity, as if the per- 


. time of to the reſt, des to the different proper- 
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76 MEDITATIONS, 


ther and Son both. Thus 1s the true faith ; this is the 
reſult of ſound doctrine, ſuch as Almighty God hath 


taught in his church, and by her miniſtry educated me 


in the belief and full perſuaſion of, 


E 


A prayer to the Ever- bleſſed Trinity. 


N this faith, which I do not only profeſs with al 

poſſible ſincerity, but thankfully acknowledge to h. 
thy gracious gift, for the benefit and ſalvation of n. 
ſoul, I call upon my God. And reaſon good I have i 
be thankful for this gift, ſince the believing ſoul lives h 
faith, and by hope embraces that at preſent which i: 
{hall one day ſee in thee, To thee therefore I come, 
with a mind thus enlighten'd, full of chaſte and holy ce. 
res, happily brought out of the dark night of ign- 


rance, to the knowledge of thy divine truth; and deli- 
ver d from the ſeducing charms of a treacherous an! : 1 
calamitous world, to taſte the ſweets of that love, whicÞ 1 
places all its hopes and joys in thee; even thee, ( 3 
bleſſed and glorious trinity in unity, Father, Son, 2. 2 
Holy Ghoſt, my God, my Lord, my comforter ! lo: 3 


mercy, and communion of grace ! 


O thou that begetteſt! O thou that art begotte: ] 3 
O thou that begetteſt us again to a new life ! ſource: | 
light, light of light, diſtributer of light; the ſprizÞ* 
the ſtream, the watering, the one of whom, the «| I 
by whom, the one in whom ar: all things! Thou F 
in thyſelf, life in thyſelf derived from life in hing, 
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MEDITATIONS. 75 


3 the Lord and giver of life; one originally, one of one, 
Z one from the other two; truth the Father, truth the 
3 Son, truth the Holy Ghoſt ! For in all three is but 
: one eſſence, one power, one goodneſs, one bleſſedneſs, 
F- from, and by, and in whom whatever elſe is bleſſed. 
J receives its bleſſedneſs. 


. 
God the True Life, 


God, the true life, of, and by, and in whom all 
things live, the common ſource of all good! out 


| faith in thee excites, our hope exalts, our love unites us. 
Thou commandeſt us to ſcek thee, and art ready to be 


found“; thou biddeſt us knock, and openeſt when we 
do fo, To turn from thee, is to fall into ruin and death. 
To turn to thee, is to riſe to life and glory. To abide in 
thee, is to ſtand faſt and ſecure from danger. No man 
loſes thee, who does not ſuffer himſelf to be deceiv'd: 
no man ſeeks thee, who does not ſubmit to inſtruction 
and reproof; no man finds thee, who does not ſeek at- 
ter thee with a clean heart and purify'd affections. To 
know thee 1s lite, to ſerve thee is freedom, to enjoy 
thee is a kingdom, to praiſe thee is the joy and happi- 
neſs of the ſoul, Ipraiſc, and bleſs, and adore thee, with 
heart, and voice, and every faculty; [wor ſhip thee, I 
glorify thee, 1 give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 
for thy great goodneſs, for thy innumerable and ineſti- 
able mercies, holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty. 


Mat. vii. 7, 
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MEDITATIONS. 


I humbly beſeeeh thee, bleſſed O Trinity, to come 
to me, to abide with me, to reign in me, to make thi; 
heart of mine a holy temple, a fit habitation for thy ma. 
jeſty. 1 entreat the Father by the Son, the Son by th; 
Father, the Holy Ghoſt by the Father and the 80g, 
that all thoſe vicious diſpoſitions may be remov'd far 
from me which might give offence to thoſe eyes wh; 


78 


cannot behold iniquity ; and that all thoſe virtues may 


be implanted, and grow, and flourith, and abound in 
me, in which the God of unity delights. O thou mz. 
ker and preſerver of all things viſible and inviſible | 
keep, I beſeech thee, the work of thy own hands, who 
truſts in thy mercy alone for ſafety and protection. 
Guard me with the power of thy grace, here and in al 
places, now and at all times, within and without, be. 
fore and behind, above and below ; let thy holy angel: 
pitch their tents round about me, and ſo poſſeſs them. 
{elves of all the paſſes to my heart, that the treacherou; 
enemy of ſouls may have no place left open, whereby 
to make his approach. | 
Thou art the guardian and defender of all that de- 
pend upon thee; without whoſe watchful care none can 


be ſafe; without whoſe mighty power none is a match 


for the dangers and temptations which every moment 
beſet him. Thou art God, and there is none beſide 
thee, in heaven above, or in earth beneath: thou art 
great and deſi wondrous things * who can re- 
count, who can conceive them? honour and praiſe 
are thine; angels and ſpirits, and all the creation jo: 


Ii. xiv; . Pſal. lvi. 10. 
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* MEDITATIONS. 59 
1 n ſetting forth thy glory, and paying the conſtant hum- 


Able homage due from creatures to their Creator, from 
ſervants to their lord, from ſubjects and ſoldiers to their 


5 

1 Fvictorious leader and univerſal king. 

0 

: C HAP. XXXII. 


The Prailes of Ang els and " rn 


0 thee the pure and lowly in heart, to thee the 
Y ſouls of the righteous, to thee the citizens of 
3 be heavenly Jeruſalem, to thee the numerous orders 


4 

Ff intellectual ſpirits, ſing hymns of joy perpetually ; 
% Bll down before thy throne, caſt their crowns at thy 
3 get, and with profoundeſt reverence adore the bright- 


al bels of thy majeſty. Not only theſe, but man, a valu- 


8 0 part of the creation, ſince formed in thy reſem- 
|: Vance and plac'd chief in honour of all things here 
2 low, he joins in praiſes too, though not able to diſ- 
s Marge the duty with the ſame noble and exalted zeal 


by | . dhe bright hoſts of heaven. Nay, even I, the laſt 
d leaſt of men, laden with fin and frailty, do yet de- 
de. Þ ir to magnify thee worthily, and to love thee perfect- 


5 ; Wires thou canſt not but approve, and make me capa- 
of glorifying thee, Shed abroad thy light in my 
2 Art, put thy word in my mouth, that my Heart may 
Mflld with thy praiſe, and my tongue may ſing of thy 
. ry and honour all the day long. 


Mer, and I, alas! am a man of unclean lips, purge 


Help me, my God, my life, my ſtrength, aſſiſt the 


E 3 But, in regard praiſe is not comely in the mouth of a 
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me, I beſeech thee, from all manner of impurity; 7;,,, 


my heart and tongue with a coal from thine altar*, wh 
away my filth, and puriſie all my droſs, ſo ſhall I be f. 
to offer thee the ſacrifice of praiſe, And when I do ſ% 
be thou graciouſly pleas'd to accept the little I can vine, 
according to the inclination and ſincerity of my hear, 
accept the calves of my lips. Let my prayer be ſet fort 
in thy preſence, and let the lifting up of my hand; 6; 


an evening ſacrifice+, Let the continual, and the mad | 4 
delightful remembrance of thee diſfuſe a conſtant jc; 4 
thro' my whole ſoul, and tranſport it with a moſt ardzr: 62 
love of inviſible bleſſings, that my affections may ti; 5 


from earth to heaven, from temporal objects to cterni 
and from the dark confus'd view of the creature, 9 
the aſtoniſhing and beatiſick viſion of the Creator. 

O eternal truth, and true love, and beloved eter; 


7. 


ty! my ſoul panteth after thee day and night 7; af 


thee all my hopes and thoughts are fixed, and in th 


enjoyment of thee are all determin'd. He that Kren? 


thee, knows truth and eternity; for thou art ſeats 


On high, above all; whom, when this liſe of Jinn 5 1 
is diſpers'd, and the veil of mortal fleſh drawn aſide. 


ſee thee as thou arth. At preſent the language wher: 


with others accoſt me is, Where is thy God? and the qui F 
tion I often put to thee is, Mere art thou nom, | ; 
God? I now and then take breath, and ſeem to in 4 
when I pour out my heart before thee in the wii 1 


. +. Hof: kiv, 2. Heb. i. 1 


Pſal. cxli. 2. 1 Pfal. Xlii. 1, 2, § 1 Cor. X. 


John. ſii. 2. 


1 by prove, 


MEDTT-AT-tO NS; It 


j:y and thankſgiving *; but even in the midſt of mirth, 
2 damp comes over my ſpirits, becauſe my foul fails 
back again from theſe pleaſing exerciſes; and even 
when molt deſirous to mount up above the higheſt hea- 
vens, feels itſelf dragg'd down into a dark and great 
deep, or rather finds itſelf to be no better than a dark 
and great deep. | 
In this abyſs indeed ſometimes I perceive ſome Sims 
merings of light, from that faith which thou haſt 
kindled to ſhine in the darkneſs, This ſometimes rouſes 
me in David's (train, Why art thou fy heavy, O my foul, 
and why art thou ſo diſquicted within me? ſtill put thy 
truſt in God: His word is a lanthorn to my feet, and 
a light unto my paths. 
wear off, and the wrath of God, of which we were 
ſometime children}, be over-palt, and the overflowings 
of ungodlineſs be carried clean away. The remains of 


| theſe miſeries we muſt be content to carry about us, 


while burthen'd with a body dead in regard of fin, till 
ſuch time as the ſhades and thick clouds be diſpelled by 


the dawn of the day of life. Put thou thy truſt in God, 


and tarry his pleaſure : tor in the morning I ſhall ſtand 
before him, and behoid his glory, and be filled with 
Even his, who fhall guicica our mortal 


bodies ty his ſpirit that dauelletb in us, His, who 


x 15 make us light, that we may be Children of the 


1 3 
1. 133 A 
9 
9 
„ XU = 
8 


KS 223, and not any longer AH the night, nor of darkneſs d. 
i Wy For we were ſometimes darki:eſs, but now are we light 


* Pal. xlii. 


4 T: * „ 
4 = 
- Pn. 12. To 


+ Pal. xliii. 5,6 Pſal. .cxix. rog. 
& Roms viii. 11. 1 Thel. v. 5. 
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Still truſt in God till the night 
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in the Lord, but ſuch we are, as yet by faith only, Þ 
and not by ſight and fruition. For we are /aved thru, e ſp 
hope, but hope that is ſeen, is not pape. | 3 

The numerous progery of angels and celeſtial ſpi- BR: 


A 
W700 
NR 


i - 160 x - tO 7 7 5 77% TP" oY F 4 
rits do indecd glorify thy name after a manner very d. fe 
ferent from ours. "They have no need to ſtudy the 


tc: 

| £ 
holy ſcriptures, and Icarn from thence the ploric 0+ = Bf 
thy eſſence. They lee the blefied Trinity face to face, E fee 
and read in thee the counſels of thy eternal will and | m. 
wiſdom: they read, and chooſe, and love all thy pood 3 
pleaſure; and what they read, they never loſe tens ter 


brance of. Nor ſhall this book ever be ſhut to them; 3 Ne 
becauſe thou art ever preſent with them, the ſame 10 z 0 
all eternity, exhibiting thyſelf continually to their un. 

derſtandings. O bleſted ſpirits, who are thus enable! 
to offer thee the tribute of their praiſe without any nn. 
ture of inſirmity, without any interruption, without th- 
alloy of anxious care and {orrow, who drink of ! 
ſures, as out of a river, and exult with the ſweet tan, <: 


ſports of joy unſpeakable, For their praiſe and ten FE 
Joy flow both from the ſame ſource; and they who al- þ i 
ways ſee thee, cannot but always praiſe, and av : pe 
rejoice in thee. . 

But we poor feeble mortals, weigh'd down with 1 | 


body of corruption, placed at a vaſt diſtance from 1) 
bright beams of thy countenance, and cittracted witl 
variety of worldly cares and events, are not in condition 


of plorifying thee worthily, Our proſpect is but dark 
and very remote, and the little we are able to do is b 
Eph. v. 8. Rom. viii. 24 


with 
1105 


latk 


5 by 


we help of faith, and not by fight. But thoſe celeſtial 
| ſpirits wait about thy throne, and act by fight, and not 
by faith, This gives them a capacity of knowing, and 
loving, and pratting, above what the preſent flate of 


MEDITATIONS, $3 


F ſlelh and blood will admit even the molt exited devo— 
| 1 tec upon earth to attain to. But notwinhiſlanding the 
* different manner and value of their mwie pert. ft and our 


*1 
2 {cebler praiſes, till thou ari the lame God, the com- 


mon Father and Creator of angels and men. The ſa— 
+ \ erifice is the ſame offered in heaven and in earth, and con» 
: ters all in thee at laſt, from whatlocver quarter it come. 
4 Nor do our weakelt efſays, when compared with their 


noble performances, diſcourape us from hoping, that 
'] c 
4 


we ſhall one day, by thy bounteous mercy, be received 
up to the ſame bliſsful manſions, made members of the 


® heavenly choir, and in their company ſee, and adore, and 


3 


5 praiſe thy glorious name for ever. In the mean while, 


Lord, grant me thy aſſiſtance, that while I ſojourn in 


4 this mortal body, I may do all for which my preſent 
Circumſtances are qualified ; that my heart may be ſen 
4 bly affected with thy goodneſs, my tongue continually 


peak of thy honour, and All my bones ſay, Lord, wha 


15 like unto thee * 


= Thou art that God almighty, three in perſon, but 


ond in ſubſtance, the Father begotten of none, the Son 
only begotten of the Father, the Holy Gholt proceed- 


ing from, yet ever remaining in, the Father and Son 


both; whom we admire and adore, as trinity in unity, 
and unity in trinity : when we were nothing, thy 
x + Pal, xliii. 10. 


T4 
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power gave us being : when we were loſt by fin, and 
worſe than nothing, thy ineſtimable mercy contrived 
a wonderful method of reſtoring us to a new, and ſpi- 
ri tual, and better life. O ſuffer us not to be inſenſible 
an d unthankful under ſo gracious a diſpenſation ! help 
us to walk worthy of thy manifold, thy unſpeakable 
mercies; and increaſe in us daily thy graces; ſtrength. 
en our faith, exalt our hope, and enflame and enlarge 
our charuy, 

Enable us, by the powerful influence of thy bleſſed 
ſpirit, to continue ſtedfaſt in the belief of thy truth, and 
plentifully to bring forth the fruits agreeable to that be- 
lief; that ſo, by a true faith, and a ſuitable practice, 
thy mercy may at laſt bring us to the attainment of 
everlaſting ſalvation 3 that we may be w#th thee wher: 
thou art, and ſee thee as thou art, and adore the bripht- 
neſs of thy majeſty, and join our hearts and voices wih 
thoſe whom thou haſt already admitted to that glorious int 
Gght, in hymns of joy and praiſe. Saying with all the | end 
company of heaven, glory to the Father whoſe wiſdon | 5 avi 
created us, glory to the Son whofe love redeemed us, my 
glory to the Holy Spirit whoſe graces ſanctified us, glo- Pag! 
ry to the Almighty and undivided Trinity, whoſe works | but 


are inſeperable, and dominion without end. To thee Ind 
belongs praiſe, and thankſgiving, and honour, and] we 
bleſſing ; and therefore all honour, and power, and | 0 
thanks, and praiſe be unto thee our God, for ever and“ tha 
ever. | J do 

our 
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CHAP. XXXIL 


Fe v Prayer for Zeal in the Service and Praiſe of God, 


eh | 7 2 ARD ON, O gracious Lord, pardon and pity, 1 
ble molt tender Father, my wretched ignorance and * 
th. nanifold imperfections. Do not reject my forwardnels iN 
"IM | | 175 
ins Fs raſh and over- bold, becauſe I, who am but a fervant, 1 
Q” by K 
'T that I were but a good, and not a careleſs and un- 5 
Tg ' "—_— and therefore a wicked and molt unworthy 9 
nd ſerrant “) preſume to praiſe and adore the great and ter- 1 
be. Fible God. And when 1 do ſo, feel not my heart touch- # 
ce. ed with that deep contrition, nor my eyes overflow— 1 
g 0 ; | | be 
ck ing with tears, nor my ſoul humbled with that awful 1 
7 ; * < me 
, | Feverence and godly fear, which beſt become my vile- * 
2 ” . ; ; . 4 
ht. | meſs and thy majeſty. For ſure, if angels themſelves # 
) 1 


[4 4, 
ow — . 
© a 4 


im ! fall down and tremble before thee, it is but fit that fo 


505 cafal a creature as I ſhould approach thee with dread 1 
the BY þ and ſorrow; with ſad apprehenſions of the juſtice | 9 
on Þ K ave provoked to anger, and conſtant Jamentations of 4 
us, 5 own guilt and unworthineſs; that I ſhould exceed- 4 
lo- Pogl) fear and quake, and never come into thy preſence, | * 
put with a pale dejected countenance, with weeping eyes, 1 

{ and ſhivering limbs. This 1 am ſenſible 1 ought, and FH 

15 $ Ithis 1 wiſh to do; but yet I do it not becauſe I cannot, ö 

q do what I 3 with 1 could, and wonder greatly ig 
That cannot bring myſelf to do. But who is able o F 

$ this, without the alliftance of thy grace? For, as 1 

our Harmon itlelf is entirely thy gift, fo every pious oy 

| 1] * Luke. xvii, 10, PI 

2 1 


LEY 
1 


- ot pn. 
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diſpoſition, which tends to qualiſie us for it, is of tu, eſcri 


great and free mercy. ee! 

O wretched man! whoſe heart is ſo hard, ſo fun, WE truſ 
as not to be broken with the terrors of the great G 1Q1Ct 
when he appears before thee, and takes upon him g! the 
publiſh thy praife O ſlint/ creature, more impenctr,. Þ Ihre 


ble than the nether milſtone, whoſe eyes do not me} Þ fror 
even into floods of tears, when the leaſt of all the fe. 2 An 
yants expoſtulates with his maſter, man with God, . ] a Goc 
creature with his Creator, duſt and aſhes with him why Þ we 
made me out of nothing! Behold, O Lord, I la, my. 1 
ſelf open before thee, and do not ſpare to tell all 
world the mean and guilty reflections with which my 
thoughts upraid me when alone. I only beg, that thay, 
who art rich in mercy, wilt impart to me out of ty 
abundance ; and from the treaſures of thy goodneſs |: 
me receive ſomething which may be graciouſly accey- 


ted by thee, For we can only ſerve thee of thy on; thee 
and if at any time thou art pleaſed with our endeavour, | e 
thoſe very endeavours are of the ability which thoy i to! 
thyſelf didſt firſt vouchſafe to give us. Am 


Do thou, therefore, from whom every good gift 
cometh, ſtrike this rock, that the waters of holy ſorrow | 
may flow out abundantly : and when this finful ſoul 
attempts to pay its tribute of praiſes and thankſgiving, 
let it be done with that becoming mixture of humility 
and remorſe, of profound reverence and inward purity, 
and holy joy, which they who love thee perfectly, and 
praiſe thee worthily, feel their hearts affected wWjrn; Þ YA 
ſuch as may entitle me to all thoſe ſpiritual comfort Þ Wai. 


my 


th FQc(cribed in ſcripture 3 when it is ſaid, © O taſte and 

: ſee how gracious the Lord is, Bleſſed is the man that 
"4, i 1 truſteth in him. Bleſſed is the people that can re- 
0, joice in thee. Bleſſed is the man whoſe ſtrength is in 
TT | 4 thee, in whoſe heart are thy ways, who paſſing 
* through the valley of weeping make it a well, and go 
nel: b from ſtrength to ſtrength, till they appear in Sion. 
ler. 4 And, Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee 


the e Cod. And again, Bleſſed, Lord, are they that 


ss dwell in thy houſe, they will be always praiſing thee “. 


2 

i CH AP; Wi. 

1 An Act of Devotion and Love of God. 

thy Bleſſed Jeſus, my facrifice and ranſom, the de- 
let light and deſire of my ſoul, God of God ' mer- 


ep. gfully aſhſt -the preyers of thy humble ſervant.” In 

See 1 call, to thee I cry with a loud voice, and from 
urs, @- very bottom of my heart. Thy preſence I invite 
hou to my ſoul, O enter there and ſit it up for thyſelf, that 


way not offend thee by ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch. 


gift t ing, but be holy and without blemiſþÞ. For ſure 
row | 2 clean dwelling only can be acceptable to the purity 
l @ fo divine an inhabitant. Do thou therefore ſanctify 
np, n e, a vetiel made by thy own hand; and make me {it 
Ity 7 r thy own ue: purge out all the remains of wicked- 
ty, | Wis; fill me with thy grace, and keep me ever in that 
1nd ! Mlaels, that 1 may be built up a holy temple, an habi- 


wy 4 * Pſal. xxxiv. 8. lxxix. 86. IXxxv. 5, 6, 5. 
rte gat. v. 8. Pſal IXxxv. 4. F. Eph. v. 27. 
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value than gold and precious ſtones, and dearer to rh 
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tation ſuch as my God will not diſdain here and {, 1 
ever. O ſweeteſt; kindeſt, deareſt, moſt power 
molt precious, lovelieſt and moſt beautiful Saviour [2 | 
more delicious than honey, whiter than ſnow, of mo 


than all the riches, and honours, and pleaſures u,, 
world can afford! 

But what does all I have ſaid amount to, my c 
my only hope, my unſpeakable mercy ? What bare? 


ſaid, my ſweet repoſe, my ſure refuge, in all this? 3 Ruta 


las! I ſay as much as 1 can, tho' in no degree wha phile 
ought, upon fo glorious a ſubject. O that 1 were ag 
pable of expreſſing thy excellencies in as per fed a Shar 


becoming a manner as the melodious choirs of an ! 
do in their perpetual conſorts of praiſe ! How glg The b 


would I then ſpend all my breath, and even warblec:# Yoma 


my ſoul in ſongs of thankſgiving? With what arden y ho 


what indefatigable devotion would I proclaim thy g dus t 


ries in the midſt of thy congregation! But if cam hat 
do ſo much as becomes me, is that a reaſon why | Wall 


ſhould do nothing? No, I will exert my utmoſt powerÞ Wha 
and ſpeak my belt, though I can never ſpeak enougrf * My 
For woe to them that are ſilent on this occaſion; inf 1 ha 
them who are willing thou rendreſt able, making ere 4 the 
the dumb to ſpeak; and out of the mouths of t 3 | fer 
babes and ſucklings ferfecting praiſe *. Woe then F ith; 
them who do not employ their tongues to thy hononſÞ Welir 
ſince even the greateſt maſters of eloquence, wh u! 4 | © 
them moſt and beſt, yet in effect are dumb, and f 


* Pſal. viii. 2. 


CO 
my 


1 | ö ongues to thy honour. 
br Who can ſet forth thy greatneſs as it deſerves, O 
mY nexpreſſible power and wiſdom of the Father ! But, 
0 rf j regard no words are to found ſufficient to declare the 
thi Smaipotent aud omnipreſent Word, I will at leaſt con- 
1 rive the beſt I can, and go the greateſt length morta- 
Cod ty is qualified for, till thou ſhalt receive me to thy 
are! x + un ſelf, and enable me to expreſs my praiſes in terms 
' A. { itable to thy dignity and my duty. In the mean 
Th , hile it is my earneſt requeſt, that thou wouldſt mea- 
e 0 { re my preſent feeble eſſays, not by what I ſay, but 
i a! What 1 deſire to ſay, For it is the moſt vehement wiſh 
no nd longing of my ſoul, to give ſuch praiſes as I know 
ladh 1 c becoming ſo great 4 majeſty to receive, and a due 
lech homage for a creature to give. And thou, my God, 
rden a ho knoweſt the ſecrets of all hearts, and art conſci- 
gus to every motion of my ſoul, canſt bear me witneſs, 
ant 1 at heaven and earth, and all that therein is, are of 
«ly | all conſideration with me in compariſon with thee. 
Wer * hatever elſe may challenge a place in my affection, 
dug] feaſes to be of any regard at ail, and ought indeed to 
lte e hated, when put in the ballance with my God“. This 
g exe 1 the real ſenſe of my ſoul, with ſuch unrival'd, ſuch 
f fervent paſſion I love my God; and yet am ſenſible 
ten Pichal, that this is leſs than thy due, and therefore 
nou W-ſire above all things to love thee {till more and more. 
:01Þ WM © grant that I may daily grow and continue for 


1d fi 


FAY 


MEDITATIONS. 89 


ding to purpoſe, when they do not employ their 


] ver ſtedfaſt in thy love, that 1 may pay thee all the ak- 


5 Luke. iv. 26. 
M 


LY . 
. 


90 | 
fection I wiſh I could, all I owe and ſhould pay; tha g 
thou may it be my only aim and end, the only object gf ; 
my thoughts“. Let my days be ſpent in meditating 9 
upon thee inceſſontly; and my dreams preſent no othe # 
idea to my imagination: let my ſpirit confer with the 


MEDITATIONS. 


upon my beci, and remember thee alone when Waking 
in the night ſeaſon, Let the light of thy countenang 


ſhine through every corner of my heart, that under iu 
government and conduct I may proceed firength j | 
firength, till at length I ſee the God of Geds in Simi. Þf 
ard whom I now can only take an imperfect glimpſe i 
through a dark and broken glaſs, may ther behold fa; 
1 face, and know even as | am known, And ſince u 
is a bleſſing promiſed in a peculiar manner to the pu} 


in heart}. 1 entreat thee, by all that goodneſs ard 


compaſſion, which hath delivered us from death | 


nal, let thy moſt powerful holy union ſoften this tour), 
hard, rocky heart of mine, and render it fuſceptii}: 


of tender and good impreſſions, that the fire of conf 


punction and holy zeal may be cheriſhed there cont: 
nually, and render it a daily living ſacrifice unto the: 


Grant me the grace of an humble and contrite {i 
Fit, that I may come into thy preſence waſhed c:Þ 8 


with tears of Godly ſorrow. And let my affections b 
ſo inſeparably united to thee, that I may have no ci 
nal defires left, but be utterly cold and dead to th 


world, Let me not ſo much as remember tranſitorþ 
things for the vehemence of that fear and love I dp 


Mat. v. 8 


*-Pfal. lxiii, 6. + Pal. lxxxv, 6, f x Cor. xii. þ # 
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z to God; that theſe momentary trifles may no longer 


be matter of grief or joy, or concern to me; nor any 
Ffartering proſperity have power to byaſs or corrupt my 


heart, nor any terror of adyerfity to ſhake my conſtan- 
| ey. And becauſe the love of thee is ſtrong as death it- 
| © let this, I beſeech thee, entirely poſſeſs and ſwal- 


low up my ſoul; let that ſweet and holy fire conſume 
1 the droſs of worldly affections, that I may cleave 


| do thee alone, and make it my conſtant meat and drinx 
Jo do thy will “, and know no refreſhments but ſuch as 
ow from the delightful remembrances of thee, 


Send down, O Lord, fend down into my heart thy 


F recious odours, that I may be raviſhed with the fra 
France of my heavenly ſpouſe. Let the delightful re- 
7 Þſh of thy ſweetneſs excite in me holy and eager de- 
Þres, and be in me a well of living water ſpringiag 


% to everlaſting life f. Thy greatneſs, O my God, 


1 þ unmeaſurable, and therefore the love of thee ought 
Þ be ſo too; for ſure no bounds ought to determine 
e gratitude and praiſe of thoſe whom thou haſt vouch» 
fed to redeem with thy own moſt precious blood. O 
Ender lover of ſouls! O merciful Lord! O righteous 
Þdze, to whom thy Father hath committed all judge 
gen.! Thou ſeeſt and haſt declared how fit it is, that the 
Children of this world ſhould not in their generation 
& wiſer than the children of light}; that the ſons of 
1 ight and darkneſs ought to be our pattern; and that 


of is juſt matter of reproach to us, if they ſhall love and 


* John, iv, + John iv. 14. + Luke, xvi .& 
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92 MEDITATIONS, 


purſue the periſhing riches and fleeting pleaſures aud | 


advantages with a more intenſe deſire, and more yy. 


wearied endeavours than thy own ſervants ſeek and lo 3 
the ſource and ſum of their true happineſs : even the 

their God, who made them when they were not, 21 
redeemed them when otherwiſe it were better for then 


not to have been at all. 


And if one man love another man 6 ferremly 1 
a ſpouſe be ſo fond of her beloved, as not, without de 
utmoſt impatience, and even inconſolable grief, to ben 


the abſence of a friend ſo dear: what afſection, what ze: 
what ardent deſire of conſtant union, ought that {4 


to expreſs, whom thou haſt betroth'd and marry 
thyſelf by faithfulneſs and mercies manifold * Hy 
ought we to be converſing with, and enjoying the gra 


God, the moſt amiable huſband, who hath loved us 
ſaved us after ſo aſtoniſhing a manner, and for ©; 
ſakes done ſo many, ſo great, ſo kind, ſo wonder 


things! For though the objects here below have inde! 


Tome delights peculiar to themſelves, which attract wr 
hearts, and kindle affections and deſires proportions! 
to them; yet do not they affect us after the ſame mar 


ner, as thou our God, and the bleſſed objects above df 
The righteous man rejoices in thee, becauſe the lore 


thee is a calm and ſweet reſentment. For every bre 
thus diſpoſed, is filled with an equal, ſecure and ſerer 


pleaſure. But the love of the world and the flc{h 3 
ruffled with anxious fears, and violent emotions: it u 4 | 
terly deſtroys the peace of the ſoul where it takes pu 


— 


MEDITATIONS. 93 


f 2 


ad ſton, and diſtracts them with cares and ſuſpicions, 
wy 4 ith jealouſie and paſſions, and a thouſand uneaſie 
low # 2 Ipbrehenſions. | 

the: Moſt juſtly, therefore, art thou the joy and delight 
and of good men, becauſe thou art the only haven where 
then 14 hey are at reſt; and with thee alone is that life which 
rings quietneſs and aſſurance, ſettled and ſincere plea- 
Fire. He that enters into thee, enters into the joy of 
Sis Lord, where fears of future evils have no place. 
- Fixed in this molt happy ſtation, and ſecure of change 
1 br danger, he can ſpeak comfort to his ſoul in theſe 
5 ords of the Pſalmiſt, * This ſhall be my reſt for ever, 
1 here I dwell, for I have a delight therein.“ And a- 
ain, The Lord is my ſhepherd, therefore can I lack 
nothing : He ſhall make me to lie down in green paſ- 
# tures, and ſend me forth beſide the ſtill waters *. 

7 0 that it might pleaſe my ſweeteſt, deareſt Jeſus, 
to fill my heart with ſuch a love of him, as never can 
pe quenched ; to be ever preſent in mind, that I may 
be all over love, and burn with perpetual deſires of his 
1 ompany and enjoyment, Let this deſire exalt my heart, 
od enable it to throw off that troubleſome load of ſen- 


84 
5 


29 me down, and do but add to my miſeries, in- 
13 4 of gratifying my inclinations. And, having laid 
, ide this weight, help me to run chearfully and apace 
I frer the odour of thy ointments, ſtil] keeping on my 
Y ourſe without incumbrance or diverſion, till by thy gra- 
A ious guidance I at laſt ſhall be receiy'd to thy own 


®”. Pal. cxKx3. 14. XXIii. 12. 


1 ual and worldly affections, which now obſtruct and 
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94 MEDITATIONS. 


„ 


ſelf, there to be feaſted for ever with the pleaſurg! 
of thy beauteous preſence. down, 
For two ſo different paſhons, a good and evil, a ſy, | | hon 
and bitter, cannot dwell together in the ſame bre4; Þ Iny tl 
And therefore, if a man love any thing beſides the. Shel 
the love of God is not in him*. O love of exqug Pho; 
pleaſure, and exquiſite pleaſure of love ! Love, al] 8 3 th f. 
light without allay of torment; love, chaſte and perfea, 
whoſe bright flame never can be extinct, but burns Pur 
and chearful to all eternity; my God, my Jeſus, ., 
art love and pleaſure in the abſtract, inflame my ever 
part with this holy fire, pour thy tranſporting joys, ty 
inexpreſſible comforts and ſweet raptures abundant); l 
into my ſoul ; kindle there deſires chaſte and hoh Yoſe | 
peaceful and calm, pleaſant and ſecure, that thus ove: &Þce'c 
flowing with delight, and enflam'd with defire, Inn % et 
love thee, my God, with all my heart, and ſoul, an Ins te 
ſtrength +: that thou may'ſt be always in my mind, eve 


aud mouth, and fight, at all times, and in all places; pla 
and fo refreſh me, that no room may be left for ai nd 
other, which are indeed no better than unfaithful and | 3 d 
adulterous paſſions. Tz 
Hear me, my God; hear, thou light of my ever, pfni 
hear what I aſk, and grant my petitions; and that tf vici 
may'ſt hear me effectually, do thou inſpire and dire « an 
my petitions, O merciful and gracious Lord! let nu 4 d 
my manifold offences {top thy ears againſt my prayers, 4 ad 
nor ſhut out thy mercy from me: but let thy ſervan ne; 
obtain his requeſts, though not for any merit of hs 
John. ii. 15. + Mar, Xii. 30, 14 th 

| . 


MEDITATIONS. | 95 


1 wn, yet for the ſake of his merits and interceſſion in 


hom alone he truſts, and by him only preſumes to aſk 


L., thing: even the bleſſed Jeſus, the Son of thy love, 
he One, the powerful mediator between God and man, 
Sho with thee and thy bleſſed ſpirit, liveth and reign- 
| | J th for ever. Amen. 


E H A F. XXXV. 
A Devout Prayer to Chriſt. 


2 Lord Jeſus, the anointed of God, the word of 
the Father, who cameſt into the world on pur- 


| Soſe to ſave ſinners! I conjure thee by the moſt en- 
&Þ:rg'd bowels of thy indulpent mercy, let me ceaſe 19 
LE evil, learn to do well, and reduce all my acti- 
Ins to rule and due order; take away from me what- 
j ever is offenſive to thee, and hurtful to myſelf; and 


plant in me all thoſe virtues and graces which may 


3 to my ſoul's advantage, and thy good-liking 
A d acceptance of me. IWho can bring a clean thing 
* t of an unclean, bnt thou alone? Thou art a God 
| FSfoite in goodneſs and power, ju/tif)ing the ungdl;, 
| wickening them that lay dead in treſpaſſes and ins , 
£ anging the hearts of men, and forming them into new 
4 d different creatures. Thy eyes behold my many 
4 ad great imperfections : look down upon them with 
® eye of pity, ſend down thy hand of compaſſion from 
Pore, and remove far from me whatever 1s diſpleaſing 
q b thy ſight, My ſpiritual health and diſeaſes are both 


2 * 


Tim. ii. 5* + Job. xiv, 4. Rom. iv. 5, Eph. ii. . 
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in thy ſight, O ſtrengthen, I beſeech thee, and yy, | 5 
ſerve the former, and in much mercy heal the lat, !; 

Heal thou me, bleſſed phyſician of ſouls, ang g 3 
ſhall 1 be heal'd; hold thou me up, thou Almigly N 
preſerver of men, and ſo ſhall I be ſafe. Thou yi, Þ ; 
giveſt medicines fer the cure of our fickneſs *, and ſi. ® 
taineſt that health which 1s thy own; thou who repair ö 3 
eſt our breaches, and buildeſt up our decay'd rin, ! 
with a word of thy mouth. If thou think fit ( I 


hope thou wilt) to ſow the good ſeed in thy field n; 


heart , the ſirſt part of that bleſſed work muſt be to pre 55 5 
pare and correct the ſoil, by rooting out the weed, 
thorns of vicious habits and diſpoſitions, which elſe u 
choak the work, and make it unfruitful. O ſwears Þ I 
kindeſt, deareſt Jeſus! pour into me, I beg thee, . = 
abundance of thy love, that there may be no remairssÞ ® 


earthly or ſenſual deſires or thoughts in my breaſt, |: 


thou and thy love may reign unrivall'd there, and p $ 


ſeſs my heart entirely. Write thy name in my mind 
that thou and thy commands may be ever before n 
eyes. Kindle in my ſoul that holy fire which thou hi 
fent into the world, that it may melt away my Ci 
and qualify me for offering to thee the daily facrifce 
a broken and contrite ſpirit. 
Swceteft redeemer, as thou haſt given me the {| 
cere deſire, ſo give me the attainment of thy chaſte: 
toly love, fervent as my defire, and entire as the [oF 


cerity with which I aſk it. Let my head be wat 4 


and my eyes a fountain of tears r, that theſe may ſpriſf 
* Pſ>l. exlvii. 3. + Luke. viii, x4, + Jer. ix. 1. 


MEDITATIONS 97 


| 1 for me, and teſtify the greatneſs of my love, and the 


inward delights I feel, too big to be contain'd within my 
my heart, and perpetually running over in tears of 


_ Loan 


| frequently call to mind the devout addreſſes of 


il 3 thy ſervant Hannah*, who came to thy tabernacle 


to beg a ſon from thee; and, upon each remembrance 
of her remarkable piety and perſeverance in prayers, 


| b I find myſelf tormented with grief, and confounded with 


ſhame, for my own coldneſs and deadneſs in devotion, 
For, if ſhe did not only weep, but continue weeping, 


in hopes of obtaining a ſon; what affectionate complaints, 
# what meaſure of tears become my ſoul, which comes 


to thee in prayer, which ſeeks and loves my God 


and Saviour, deſiring to receive him, and be receiv'd 


to him? What ſighs and groanings, what earneſt gaſ- 


pings, what impatient thirſtings ought Ito bring who 


am in purſuit of my God day and night, and deſire to 
love and to enjoy nothing but him only? O look then 
upon me, and extend thy mercy to me, for the ſorrows 
of my heart are enlarg dg: permit me to taſte of thy 
heavenly comforts, and do not diſdain that finful ſoul, 
for which thou didſt not grudge to die. Give me plen- 


tcouſneſs of tears flowing from an affectionate heart, 
ſuch as, by lamenting, may prevail for fogiveneſs of my 


ſins, a releaſe from the bands with which I have fo long 
been tir'd, and a godly ſorrow, which may produce 
ſpiritual and heavenly joy, That, if 1 cannot riſe to 
that exalted pitch of zeal, with ſome illuſtrious martyrs 
7 1 Sam. 1. - + Pal xv. 19. 


N 


wer bps 
— 


— —— Wed Ts 
S 7, — 6 Ne 
| gn ns =+> = 2 
„ = — — ” ” 


13 > Gt =o = "4 
= SCE. I bet 20 
Se FEE 2 S 


8 
e 


1 
83 
2 


« N 
5 _— 4G 
oF . 4 g * N 2 


98 MEDITATIONS, 


and confeſſors, and eminently devout men, why 
bright examples I deſpair of coming up with; I may 
however not ſuſſer myſelf to be outdone by the weaker 
ſex, but be admitted to a ſhare in thy kingdom will. 
devout women. 

Another inſtance of female devotion comes alſo of. 
ten into my remembrance : her, I mean, whoſe vche— 
ment affection for thee put her upon waiting at thy ſe. 
pulchre ; who, though thy diſciples went away, would 
not depart with them, but ſat there weeping, and de. 
ploring the ſuppos'd loſs of her dear Lord &; and riſing 
frequently, return'd to ſearch the empty cave with :n- 
xious eyes, not truſting her own ſenſes, but hoping 
and ſeeking ſtill, in deſpight of their former report, 
to ſee him whom her ſoul loved. She had, no doubt, 
examin'd the grave with a moſt nice diligence before: 
but till her paſſionate d-fires could not be ſatisfy d, thi: 
ſhe had ſought thee with ſufficient care, For that Which 
crowns and recommends every good work, is the wirt 
of perſeverance. This perſon then, becauſe ſhe Jov'd 
more than the reſt, and expreſs'd that love by bei 
weeping, and ſought thee carefully with tears, and {bi 
continued ſeeking, notwithitanding ſo many former di 
appointments, obtain'd the preference above the rel, 
and had the honour to find, and ſee, and converſe with 
thee, before any other perſon whatſoever, 

Not only ſo, but ſhe was made choice of to be the 
frſt preacher of thy glorious reſurrection. By her tho! 
didſt impart the joyful tydings to thy diſconſolate Giſct- 
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MEDITATIONS, 99 


If then this 


affection to be, which believes in the heart, and con- 


PZ {fs with the mouth, a plorify'd redeemer, enthron'd 


; in heaven, and reigning over the whole world ? What 
. {hs and tears ſhould breath out from that heart, which 
loves nothing but thee, and above all things longs to 
| gain a ſight of thee : of thee, the only reſuge and hope 
© of the miſerable, who art never 3 d to without a 
| comfortable expectation of mercy ? 


In this confidence Ientreat thee, for thy own ſake, 


* 


} and for, the glory of thy holy name, to prant me ſuch a 


tender and affectionate ſenſe of thy goodneſs, and my 
own unworthineſs, that every time I think, or ſpeak, 
Yor read, or write of, upon every remembrance of, every 
3 approach to my God and ſaviour, in the ſacriſices of pray- 
Fer and praiſe, my eyes may overflow with tears of re- 
Enmorſe and love. Thou the king of glory, the teacher 
End pattern of all virtues, haſt inſtructed us to weep, 


. 


both dy thy word, and by thy own example, Thou haſt 


lad. Bleſſed are they that mourn, for they ſhall be 
7 -mforted : and didſt thyſelf thed tears of compaſſion 
ſor thy deceas'd friend, and yet more abundantly for 
he ungracious city of thy people, and its approaching 
deſtruction +. 


* 


3 Mat. xxviii. 10. T Mat. v. 4. John. xi 35. 


N 2 


ies, and refreſh their memories, with thy promiſe of 
| & viſiting them, ſaying. Go tell jy ile, that 1 29 
into Galilee, there ſhall they fee me * 
; woman wept {o tenderly, who Pugh; the living ainong 
pe dead, and touch'd thee with the hand of faith, how 
$ f ſhould that ſoul be affected, and how laſting ought that 
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100 MEDITATIONS, 


By thy moſt precious tears, and by all the wonder. 
ful inſtance of thy mercy for the relief of loſt mankind, 
1 beg the grace of tears and Godly ſorrow, which m, 
ſou] vehemently thirſts after“. I cannot attain to this, 
unleſs thou vouchafe to give it me; for it is thy Holy 
Spirit alone that can bring water out of this rock, and 
ſoften the hearts of harden'd ſinners. This thou hatt 
been pleas'd to communicate freely to many primitiye 
and eminent ſaints, whoſe pious footſteps I dare to tread 
in. Send down thy former and thy latter rain, and wa- 
ter this dry ſoil with the dew of heaven, that I may 
with true compunction bewail my fin and miſery; and 
kindle in my heart a fervent zeal, that 1 may be a burnt 
offering to thee, a ſacrifice of fweet ſavour in thy pte. 
ſence, And let my tears waſh that polluted offering, 
that it may be preſented clean and pure, For of these 
I ſhall ſtill have daily need; becauſe, tho' by the aſi 
ance of thy grace I confecrate myſelf never ſo devout]y, 
and entirely to thy ſervice, yet ſuch is my frailty, that 
fill in 9any things I ſhall oendF. Grant me therefor: 
this neceſſary grace, that I may taſte of thy eup, and 
quench my thirſt, that my ſoul may ever pant after thee, 

and burn with the love of thee alone, regardleſs of any 
other object, and getting above the vanities of ſenſe, an 
miſeries of the world. | | 

Hear me, my God, hearken, thou light of my eyes, 
grant me my requeſt, and grant me to aſk ſuch thing 
as thou delighteſt to give. Let not my manifold offen. 
ces {top the current of thy grace, whoſe property It is 


T Luke. xix. 41. f James. ili. 2. 
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MEDITATIONS, 101 


C38 
N 
* 


— 
* 
x 


to be a God hearing prayer, and always to have mer- 


ö 5 But, according to the multitude of thy mercies 


do away mine 3 and think upon me, O Lord, 
for thy goodneſs “. 


C. HA P. XXXVI. 


Another Prayer to the ſame Purpoſe. 


0 Gracious Saviour, O merciful Lord Jeſus, who 
waſt pleas'd to die for our ſias, and riſe again 
I for our juttificationÞ, be alſo pleas'd, by that olorious 
| reſurrection, I beſeech thee e, good Lord, to raiſe me 
from the death of (in to the life of righteouſneſs; that 
7 fo partaking now in the ſirſt and ſpiritual, I may be 
admitted to partake of the bleſſed and literal reſurrec- 
tion at the laſt day. Sweetelt, kindelt, deareſt Lord, 
moſt mighty King of glory, who haſt aſcended with 
oreat triumph unto thy kingdom in heaven, and fitteſt 
enthron'd at the right of the Father; draw me up to 


© thee; that by thy powerful guidance, and more than 
magnetic force, I may run after the cdour of thy oint- 


ments, and not faint. Draw this thirſty ſoul to the 
rivers of eternal pleaſure, to the fountain of living wa- 
ter, that I may drink my fill, and live for ever, O God 
of my life. 

They are thy own moſt comfortable words, Vany 


life! make good that gracious invitation to thy unwor- 


+ Pſal. Ixv. 2. li. 1. XXV. . 
t John. vii. 37, 38, 39. 


man thirſt, let him come unto me and drin f. O well of 


Nom, iv. 25. 
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MEDITATIONS. 


thy ſervant, that I may continually drink of thee, aud 
quench my eager thirſtings, and, according to thy moſt 
true promiſe, be ſo fill'd with thy Holy Spirit, that 
out of my belly may flow ſtreams of living water, 0 
well of life! give me drin cut of thy pleaſures as 511 
of a river“, ſatiate my ſoul with the delights of thy 
love, that I may loſe all reliſh for vain, and ſenſuad, 
and worldly joys, and fix my thoughts and deſires gn 
thee alone, and on thy ſweet mercies; as holy David 
profeſi's of himſelf, I remembred. thine everlaſti: 
Judgments, O Lord, and received comfort f. 

Shower down upon me the fructifying graces of thy 
good ſpirit, which thou wert pleas'd to repreſent, by 
the waters promis'd to be given to them that thirit f. 
Let all my defires and endeayours make up directly to 
that bliſsful place, whether we moſt firmly believe thee 
to have gone forty days after the reſurrection. That 
nothing but my body may be detain'd any longer in 
this valley of miſery here below; but my ſoul and all 
its faculties may be with thee, That where my bel, 
my only treaſure is, my incomparable beſt- belov d Je- 
ſus is, there my heart may be al/oF. In the diſmal de- 
luge, the wide unfaithful ſea of this tempeſtuous life, 
we are toſs'd and driven about by ſtorms that blow 
from every quarter; without port or ſhelter ; Wich- 
out one ſpot of dry ground for the weary dove ts rc: 
her feot upon]; no peace, no calm, no ſecurity ; but 
rocks and quickſands, wars and contentions, and ene- 

* Plal xxxvi. 8. +-Pll.-cxix. 55. 
$ Mat. vi. 20 || Gen vill. 9. 
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n on high hath wifited © open to this import! 


Nite depoar ! extend thy charity, aud in a Marvellous 


MEDITATIONS. 102 


z mies on oy ſide ; without are fighting, and within 


: 


Thou haſt fram'd us out of 2 wonderful mixture of 


. 
5 iferent parts, and join'd heaven and earth together in 


one man. The earthly body preſſeth down the foul f, and 
Pence the mind thus unequally coupled, is dragg'd back 


I Why i its companion, moves heavily, and is ſoon tir'd with 
its journey, nay, often languiſhes and ſinks down in 
Phe middle of its courſe; is torn and wounded by the 
thorny cares and vanities through which its way lies; 
bruis'd by the roughnefs of the paſſage; hungry and 
hard beſtead, and often ready to periſh with thirſt, in 
ibis dry, barren, defolate wilderneſs. Nor have I 
Exhcrewithal to ſatisfy its cravings, being, alas! poor 
end deſtitute of my ſpiritual comforts. Thereſore I flec 
o thee, my Lord and God, rich in mercies, and a 
Ebountiful giver of good gifts; imploring ſood in my 
eceſſty, refreſhment for my Vearireſe, balm for my 


ak 


ounds, and guidance for my wandrings, Behold, ry 
Wow ſtands at the door and kn ocks + O let that fende, 


Feondeſcenſion take him io, that he may find refreſument 
d ſweet repoſe in thee, and be {cd with the bread of 


Fa 
v 


* e, the bread of heaven: that, thus ſuſtained and 


* 


engtbned, he may climb up the bill, and mounting 
on the wings of holy zeal, may be convey'd from this 
alley of tears, to the joys of the celeſtial kingdom. 


* 


2 Cor. vii. 5. a 4 Wild. ix. 15. 7 Luke. "5 73. 79 
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MEDITATIONS, 


104 


Place where thine honour dwelleth *! That it mig 


feed there at the ſumptuous table which thou haſt pr. 
pared for the citizens of the heavenly Feruſalent 


and be led forth by its divine ſhepherd into pleaſan 


paſtures, water'd by fruitful ſtreams; that ſo this heat, 
this tempeſt · beaten heart, might be brought at laſt ity 
harbour, laid up and reſt ſecure in thee, my God! 

O thou, who did/? command the winds and the ſ 
and there was à great calm, come down and wal 
upon the waves of my heart, that all its tumuluoy 
paſſions may be compoſed into a profound tranquility 
that ali may unite into that one of love, and that lot 
be determined upon its own proper object, even the 
my chief, my only good; that! may contemplate tt. 
delight of my eyes, my dear Lord, clearly and wit) 
our interruption, free from the miſts and duſts of trot 
ble and confus'd thoughts. Let my ſpirit take ſanQuir 
under the ſhadow of thy wings, and there be protect 
from the ſcorching heats of worldly cares; that [vin 
cloſe under that ſhelter, it may ſing ſecurely with th 
holy pfalmiſt, 7 will lay me down in peace, and tit 
my reſt, fer it is thou, Lord, only that makeſt ii 
dwell in ſafety 5. 

Yea, let it takę its reſt, my God, I pray thee, . 
having all the remembrance of evils laid to ſleep: get 


0 Pfal. XXVi. 8. 


& Pſal. iv. 5. 


T Xxiii. 2. Mat. viii. 26. xir.:“ 


>) 
BE 
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O that my foul could fly like an eagle, bold in; PA 
ſtrong, without making any ſtop, or perching by the 1 
way, till it arrive at the beauties of % houſe, and H, 
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MEDITATIONS, 105 


ove righteouſneſs, and hate iniquity, For what can be 
ore delightful, more deſirable, than in the darkneſs 


1 ad diſtreſſes of this afflicted gloomy life to look up to, 
3 nd pant after the ſweet enjoyment of God and ever- 


alting bliſs? Than thither in our minds and affections 


F 40 aſcend, and there continually dwell, where alone 
Bruce joys are to be found? O ſweeteſt, deareſt, love- 
Peſt, and moſt loving Jeſus, when ſhall I be happy in 
e fight of thee? When ſhall I come and appear be- 
Herre the preſence of my God *? When ſhall [ be feaſted 
with thy beauty? When wilt thou brig ny ſoul out 
pf this dark loathſome priſon, into the regions of light, 
hat 1 may give thanks unto thy name, and taſte the 
Sitter cup of grief no more? When ſhall I be tranſla- 
| L ed into thy beauteous palace, and hear the voice of joy 
N 2 ſalvation continually is in 12 dwellings of 
3 the riobteous Fe 


* Bleſſed are they that dwell in thy y houſe, O Lord, 


| they will be always praifing thee : Bleſſed, indeed, 


is the man, whom thou chooſeſt and receiveſt to thy- 
ſelf, and bleſſed are the people whom thou takeſt to 


74 be thy own i» heritanc-.' Behold thy holy ones grow 

| 127 before thee as a lilly, they are ſill'd with the plea- 

| Wuces of thy haufs, and thu giveſi them drink out of thy 
| 2 Euleſs: for thou art the fountain of life, and inthy light 


len ee light f. Such light, that tho” they are but à de- 


5 rived and ſecondary light, yet the bright beams of thee, 


* Pla, 4-- £2; + PAL cxviil. 29.7 Pſal. Ixxxiv. 


$4 4: Ixv. 4. xxxiii. 12. Hoſ. xiv. 5. Pſal Izv. 4. XXxvi. 
8 8,9. 


O 


o P 5 5 — 4 - 
7 : - _ - _ ** 
r . "Se. — by # $a = 
FO 5 Fa . 2 „ * „ — 
2 2 A ; 8 - ww * 


- x _ 


; — 


3 ge IIS, 
I Ian I 
* 


2 
* 1 3 
n 
"+ 


> 
* 


* es; 


—_ 


_ 2 ˙— 
< —_— - = £ © 
Ron * Eg 

. OP 


ns 
— 
2 


=> 


- 5 
DRE A 


S — 
> wr, 

— 

Py 


— 
* _ 


7 

15 
1 190 

4 $4 

| EY 

* 1 
* 


—— —_ 1 32 4 
— * r 
5 


z206 MEDITATIONS. 


8 

the great original light, are ſhed ſo plemtifully Upcx 55 We 
them, that by virtue of this ſtrong reflection, 7h ir of Ked 
ſortb as the ſun, in thy preſence and kingdom. © h cnemie 
* goodly, how amiable, howv delicious, are the taberny. then v 

cles of thy dwelling, thou Lord of hoſts! My foul Wpicaſure 

* longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lo;d, . is 999 

this finjul heart and fleſh crieth out for the kd by Godt 

God:“ it cries continually, and repeats this profeſſion I an unior 

again and again, Lord, I huve loved the beauties of th Frail bod 

houſe, and the place where thine honour dwelleth*, WH that 

One thing have I deſired of the Lord, that vill! Foul wit 

* ſeek after, that I may dwell in the houſe of the Lud ſpp to ch 

all the days of my life, As the heart panteth aft: ¶ not but 

the water brook, fo panteth my foul after thee, 0 bottom 

God.“ When ſhall I fee the living God, whom ny {fition o 

foul thirſteth after? When ſhall I ſee him in the loud MW wbitrud 

of the livingy? For in this land of the dying, wher: bis ligt 

| we now dwell, no mortal eye can fee him. What ſhall! # pen he; 
do, wretched man that J am! chained down to fk: heaven 

and ſenfe, and dragging after me a clog of corruption! ¶ my cor 

| What is this miſerabie condition capable of? bie clouds 
| * we are at home in the body, we are abſent from the N Þ{pire | 
Lord; for we have here no continuing City, but ue Jul ma 
| * ſeek one to come: There is our /e://ement, and es Ho 
[ our priviledge, the hope of our high calling, the bui- {vithoi 
: neſs and the happineſs of our ir Rres, all in our native, i the pl; 
L in our heayenly country 5. undiſt 
| * Mat, xiti. 42, Pſal. Ixxxiv. 12. Pfual. xxvid. ; hat b 
q +. Pfal. Xxvii. 4. Kli. 1. ii. a8. ß Cet. 8 

4 Heb, xiii. 14. Phil. xiii, 40 5 


MEDITATIONS. 107 


« Woe is me, that [ have ſo long dwelt in the tents 


of Kedar, and been conſtrained to ſojourn among the 
, enemies of my peace. O that I had wings like a dove, 
. then would I fly away, and be at reſt “.“ | know no 
pleaſure comparable to that of being with my Lord, 
1. is good for me to draw near to Cod, to hold me faſt 
2 Cod f. Grant me, therefore, gracious Lord, ſo cloſe 
an union with thee, even while Jam impriſoned in this 
| Frail body, as to make good the apoltle's obſervation, 
Mie that is joined to the Lord, is one ſpirit d. Arm my 
; Joul with the wings of contemplation, that it may ſoar 
pp to thee : and, becauſe my frailty, without thee, can- 
not but fall, ſupport my ſoul, that it fink not into the 
bottom of this dark vale of ſenſe : let not any interpo- 
EÞtion of the earth eclipſe the ſun of righteouſneſs, and 
obſtruct the influence of his refreſhing beams, but let 
bis light direct, and his cheriſhing heat warm my fro- 
en heart, in my proſpects and purſuits of high and 
heavenly things. For, from this inſtant I deſire to bend 
muy courſe to the joys of eternal peace, and leaving the 
clouds and ſtorms of theſe lower regions of the air, 
aſpire to the quiet and ſerene, the bright and the bliſs 
Jul manſions of etherial light above. 


Hold thou up my heart with thy mighty hand, for 


vithout thee it cannot mount upward : I haſten to 


the place where ſweeteſt and moſt profound peace reigns 


undiſturbed: O do thou aſſiſt and govern my flight, 
that by thy guidance I may come into thoſe fruitful paſ- 
tures, where thou feedeſt [rae] with eternal truth 
* Pal; Cx. 4. 3. f xxxvil. 28. $ 1 Cor. vi. 17> 
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103 MEDITATIONS. 


that my mind may dwell upon thee, the ſupreme wil bonds, 


— 

= 
KR 
£1 
* 


dom, who penetrateſt and governeſt all things. But Plood b 


while I aim at this aſcent to thee, 1 find many object. erna! 5 

ons and obſtructions to my deſign: do thou, 1 beſcech Nor whi 
thee, remove and ſilence them all: command, and the Ethrough 
tempeſt will be ſtill: let my ſoul poſſeſs itſelf in quiet- Fhich n 
neſs, and filently paſs over all created objects to fix i I and pon 


| thee: there, in her great Creator, let her eyes of faith, piercin; 


her deſires, her hopes and thoughts, immoveably ret: I tious L 
and no object ever divert, none entertain her, 2 uick ; 
but her true and chieſ good, her exquiſite and endl; MW tears fle 
joy. preſent 

There are, indeed, many contemplations, in which till I ar 
a deyout mind feels wonderful ſatisfe&tion ; but ner ſpouſe, 
can it attain to that ſweet tranquillity and delight, 3 chambe 
when it meditates on thee alone. For, O how great; © ous fac 
thy geodneſs, and how great is thy beauty ! and hoy FW thy m- 
tranſporting are thoſe ſecret pleaſures which overfos inexpre 
the hearts of thy beloved, who love, and ſeek, and de behold 
ſire to know nothing but thee ! happy are they wi poſſeſſi 


have no other hope: happy, whoſe conſtant employ. in hea 
ment is praying to, and converfing with thee: happ, and im 
whoſe ſolitude is ſpent in awful filence, and heaven}; + thus is 


raptures, and conſtant watchfulneſs over themlelve: whom 
happy, who, even while in this frail body, anticipate, he, v 
ſo far as their condition will allow, the ineffable ſweet [© er. 


By thoſe life-giving wounds, which thou didſt con- 
deſcend for our ſalvation to ſuffer on the croſs, th; 
5 Zech. ix. 1). | 


3 MEDITATION S. 109 


Pounds, from whence ſtreamed forth that precious 
Hood by which mankind are redeemed from death e- 
Bernal ; wound, | beſeech thee, this {inful ſoul of mine, 
for which thou didſt not diſdain to die: ftrike it 
Ethrough with the fiery dart of thy moſt fervent love, 
. which nothing can reſiſt : For the word of God is quick 
end powerful, and ſharper than any two-edged ford, 
piercing the joints and marrow : ſtrike therefore, gra- 
Tious Lord, ſtrike this hard heart of mine to the very 
, | guick ; and Jet the waters of penitent and affectionate 
; tears flow out in great abundance. Let me lament my 

; preſent miſeries day and night, and find no comfort 
ulli 1 am allowed to behold my faireſt and beſt-beloved 
: & ſpouſe, my Lord and my God, in his heavenly bed- 
chamber. That there, for ever gazing on thy beaute- 
cus face with thy choſen g, I may fall down and adore 
« MW thy majeſty : and, tranſported with rapturous and 


cv 


1 $nexpreſſible joy, may cry out with them that love thee: 


„ behold, I fee what I have long defired ; 1 am in full 


ñpoſſeſſion of my hopes; 1 am inſeparably united to him 


in heaven, whom upon earth I loved with a moſt eager 
„ad impatient, a moſt ſincere and undivided affection: 
this is he whom my ſoul ſo earneſtly panted after, he 
whom will praiſe and bleſs, and moſt devoutly adore; 
be, who liveth and reigneth my God for ever and 
. E ever, Amen, 
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but thou ſendeſt it upon creatures and upon ſinner, 


110 MEDITATIONS 
chance, 


C HA P. XXXVIH. oa of 


A Prayer in time of Affliction. [rakeſt ws 

: f 55 ſaithful 
O OK down, O Lord, with pity and compaſſy 1 eber 

upon a molt miſerable ſinner, doing the thing, ; Fully oe 

He ought not, and enduring the things which he hat F this 
moſt juſtly deſerved, every day multiplying his offer. BS. ouldſt 


ces, and ſmarting daily under thy correcting rod fat ES ve m 
them. When I reflect upon my many and preat pro. ; * thy 
vocations, I cannot but confeſs my ſufferings light nd une, b 
gentle in compariſon; and own they do by no mean; dhe, w 
bear proportion to what I have incurred, and might i to ſtrer 
expect. Righteous art thou, 0 Lord, and jufl are tl; i pod an 
Judgments, Yea, juſt and faithful is my God, and Suifh , 
there is no iniquity in bim. Thou ſendeſt affliction, Pcdocd 
95 5 1 | hart 0! 
and canſt not therefore be charged with injuſtice o MW 
cruelty For what is the utmoſt we groan under ? hoy 
does this declare thy power, in compariſon of that Al. 
mighty inſtance of it, which commanded us into being, 
when we were not? How does this deſerve the impu- 
tation of rigour, when ſet againſt that infinite mercy, 
which in wonderful pity redeemed and reſtored us to 
happineſs and life, when fin had reduced us to a con- 
dition ſo Joſt and deſperate, that even our being was be. 
come a curſe to us? | 

I am abundantly convinc'd, that the events of thi: 


life are not left to the raſh, uncertain hits of blind 


— 
* 
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= 
5 


; chance, but under the ſteddy governance and wiſe diſ- 
| pole of thy good providence. I know thou loveſt and 
takeſt care of all thy creatures, but more eſpectally thy 7k 
Birhful ſervants *, who repoſe all their hope and con- __ 
{dence in thy mercy, and in this confidence do cheer- 49 
| Folly commit themſelves, and all their affairs to thee, _ | e 
| Pan this perſuaſion I molt humbly pray thee, that thou 
Vouldlt deal with me not according to my ſins, which 
1 ave made me obnoxtous to thy angry juſtice, but af- 
N . thy own great mercy, which far exceeds not only 
vine, but the whole worl Js offences, And may it pleaſe 
wee, when thou thinkeſt fit to ſcourge my outward man, 
' to ſtrengthen my inward with the grace of conſtancy 
9 pnd unwearied patience: that even in the bittereſt an- | 
ui of my ſoul, thy goodneſs may (till be acknow- 55 
; MW doped moſt thankfully, and thy praiſe at no time de- 
1 part out of my mouth, Pity me, O Lord, and help 
ve, according to what thou ſceſt neceſſary for me both 
In body and ſoul. Thou knoweſt all things, and canſt 
o all things, and liveſt for ever, and therefore wilt, 


—— — — Xt 
= ww — - 
S— 


hope, conſider my needs and my infirmities, and ex- 
gend mercy and relief in thy own time, and thy own 
\ va which is always ſure to be beſt and moſt expedient 


Wiſd. xi 24. Mat. vi. 30. 


ME DI ATI O-N'S; 


GH A P. XXXVin. 


A devout Prayer for Pardon of Sins. 


CY Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Son of the living God, uh, 
| didſt, with hands ſtretched out upon the ©, 


come with all the cravings of ſpiritual hunger; let oy 
ſoul, I pray thee, be filled with good things; at le 
deny me not ſome ſuſtenance. 

And, firſt of all, my deareſt Saviour, I freely tin 
my own accuſer, and do ſo confeſs againſt my{c|f. 
thoſe tranſgreſſions and pollutions which render nen 


ceive and bare me * but from this defilement thou; 
been pleas'd to waſh and ſanclify me, O that [4 


I own, I have deſil'd myſelf anew with more and pre: 
er, and more inexcuſable ſins, Thoſe I was born iy 
could not prevent; they were not my fault fo mi 
as my misfortune ;5 but the filth I have waliowe! 


been in the ſtricteſt ſenſe my proper act and deed, 
fal. H. 5. . 


* "1 

o o 
4 — 
1 
2 * 

N 2 


Which 
: pleaſe 


: worthy of the leaſt of thy mercies. Behs/d 1 
ſhapen in wickedneſs, and in fin did my mither c 


been as careful to preſerve my purity ! but with ſhui 


ſince, was entirely of my own choice and contra, 
and the tranſgreſſions 1 am molt concern'd for. = 


N: 
N 


=Toave 


ſubmit to drink the bitter cup of ſufferings unconceiyy, ſolutie 


ble, for the redemption of all mankind, vouchſife . * 
hear and help me this day: behold a wretch in ex? 
poverty, addreſſing to the endleſs treaſure of thy ta“ 


mercy ! O ſend me not away empty and deſpicds 1 
Aid u 


Ineltin 
. 
this be 


MEDITATIONS, 113 


Nay, to add yet more to my confuſion, I cannot but 1 
rall ro mind the great advantages of doing better, 1 

: Which thou, according to thy wonted mercy, has been 5 | 
. pleaſed to afford me. Thou haſt ſeparated me from the 5 i; 
; Weoverfaion of ſinners, and put into my heart good re- 9 
ſolutions of avoiding their ſeducements, and following | 
hee; ; of aſſembling with the generation of them that 


ens 
. ö Fa eck thy face, and walk in the paths of righteouſneſs; 
10 pf abandoning a ſenſual, and devoting myſelf to a mor- 


| tificd and ſpiritual and divine life. And 1, inſenſible 
„d ungrateful wrerch that I am! in return for ſuch 
$neltim«ble benefits, have, even ſince my entrance upon | 
This better courſe, done many and grievous things againſt 46 - 
d holy laws, and my own good intentions! inſtead 
© amending and forſaking my fins, I have added great- =. 
| þ y to their number. Thus have 1 diſhonour'd my God, 4 F 
and ſtained and defaced that image of his in which 1 | 
| Was created, with pride and vain-glory, and many o- 
1 4 her natural deformities, with the diſmal proſpect of 
| Fhich my poor ſoul is tormented and afflicted, wounded 
4 ! nd deſtroyed, 
* Bchold, O Lord, my wikedneſſes are gone over my 


Wa, and are become like u ſore burden, too heavy nh 
e to bear, And unleſs thou, whoſe property ts alwry 
4 o ſpare, and to have mercy *, be pleas'd to put 8 
by hand, and ſupport me Sk finking, I fhall be irre- 
Koverably loft and ſwailow'd up ir. the great deep, 
| 45 carken, O Lord, to my cry; took down and behold 
* miſery, how proudly the adverſary of ſouls inſults | 

*. Pal. xxxvii. 4. D a F 
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pailiup on thy child, whom thou haſt made fu; 


114 MEDITATIONS, 

againſt me, ſaying, © God hat! forſaken him, 1 4, 
* purſue him, and take him, for there is none ty e. 
* liver him, But thou, 0 Lord, how long wilt tha; 
* forget me? Turn, 1 beſeech thee, and deliver my 
* ſoul ; O ſave me for thy mercies ſake *. Have cn. 


„ df 


the expence ot infinite travail and pain, and do not f 


far remember my wickedneſs, as to forget thy oy 
goodneſs, What father is he, that will refuſe to ri, 
cue his {on from d:{truftion ? Or, what ſon is ke wh; 
never offends. and whom the molt affectionate parcr; 
chaſteneth not with the rod of his love? 

Conſider therefore, O my Lord and Father, tl 
tho' I ama finver, I am {til} thy ſoul, I cannot ceaſe ty 


be fo by a double utle, for thou art the author and g. 


ver, not only of my firſt and natural, but of my {ccond, 
my ſpiritual and better lite, Since therelore I have fh. 
ned, coricct me as thou ſceſt expedient ; but when thy 
corrections have reform'd me, deliver me up to thy $2, 
Can a mother forget the fruit of her wont 2 Nav, thy 
ſhe ſhould forget, yct thou, our kinder Father, haſt de. 
clar'd, that thou wilt not forget"thy children. B10! 
i cry, and thuu hearken<it not, I am tormented, as. 
thou comforteſt me not. What {hall J do. or to whon 
ſhall J betake myſelf, when deſtitute of my only {uy 
port, and caſt out of the ſight of thine eyes? O wrew 
ched creature! how great is the happineſs from which, 


how great the miſery into which I am fallen! Mu. 


ther was 1 going, and whither am 1 at Jaſt com?! 
: Plal. xi. 11. & vi. 3, 4. 1 Iſai, xlix. 11 


ultic 


1 
here 
making 
8 


es wt . o 
4520 ö „ 
aim d « 


r 5! 

out my 
x him, v 
A mere 
1 ever 
1 and 
beſeec 
? him, | 
thereto 
; Lord, 
my Cc 
| Rand | 
which 


my ev 


of mi 


* 


of me 


4 
0 4 E, 
- 


= PC. 


MEDITATIONS. 115 


v. here am I, and where am [ not? What bliſs was I 
; Y coating up to, and what horrors do I proan under? I 
i eim d at peace and joy, but behold perplexity and mi- 
5 Na! die, and my Jeſus i is not with me; and ſure 
Iberer it were for me not to be at all, than to be with- 
. out my jeſus; better not to live. than to live without 
1 im, who is the very life of my life. 
. But, O my deareſt Teſus, * where are thy tender 
Ec mercies, and thy loving kindpeſſes which have been 
erer of old? Will the Lord keep his anger for ever, 


LF 
#8 
55 

5 

oe 

60 


» | 1 and will he be no more entreated ? Be favourable, I 
:| beſcech thee, and turn not now away thy face from 

, him, for whole redemption thou didſt not turn it away 
It heretofore, rein ſhame and ſpitting *. 1 confeſs, O 
» Lord, that [ am a ſinner, a great and grievous ſinner : 
.F my conſcience reproaches me with guilt continually, 
\ Wand ſets before mine eyes that hell and damnation, 

N wie, am ſadly ſenſible, are the deferv'd wages of 
? | my evi] doings. I know too no remorſe, no repentance 


of mine can be a ſuſſicient ſatisfaction to thy offended 


hs 


Fullice ; and therefore I take ſanctuary in thy mercy a- 
one; that mercy which can never be over-power'd by 


— 
— 


"W greatneſs, any number of offences. Do not, | be- 


Lech thee, molt merciful Lord, ſtill write bitter things 
gagainſt me, nor © enter into judgement with thy ſervant, 
bat. according to the multitude of thy mercies 


N 11 blot out all my offences f“ O what will become 


E Pl. exliii. 2. & li. 1. 
P 2 


= -. _— 
oo uae 4 * . - 
I Bragg > 
* 
— 


Wo! me at that dreadful day, when the books of all con- 


* Pfal. xxvi. 6. & ciii. 9. Ixxvii. 7. Iſai. I. . 
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ſciences ſhall be laid open, and the judge ſhall fay of me. 5 Thot 
This is the man, and theſe are his works What (1,1 iber 
I do, or whither ſhall 1 flee, when the heaven mn * dis 
declare my unrighteouſneſs, and the earth {hal} riſe vp 5 % d to 
againſt, and open her mouth upon me? Alas! pigbt! 
ſhall not have one word to alledge in my own vindic, fi god fro 
tion or excuſe, no plea to make in bar to lentence p ted.“ 
ſing upon me; but with a guilty and dejected cou. jog, ſul 
tenance, ſtand trembling and amaz'd before thy juz, Feltore 
ment ſeat. Pacil'd m 

O miſery, miſery ! what ſhall I fay ? I will cry wn; n, why | 
thee, my Lord and God; for why ſhould J periſh, ar; of m 
languiſh away in ſilence? and yet if I ſpeak, M ther 
pains will not be afſwag'd; and if 1 hold my peace, . W 
am wrack'd with ſecret anguiſh, Mourn, my ſc J6iſtry 
mourn and weep, like a diſconſolate widow, over i: if c 
huſband of thy youth. Howl, wretched thing, at 
lament, becauſe thy ſpouſe, thy Chriſt, hath 6: 
vorc'd thee in his diſpleaſure. Nay, but, O might 
avenger, do not let Jooſe thine indignation upon me: 
for it is not in the nature of a mortal to ſuſtain 1: þ 
power of thy wrath, Have mercy, leaſt | fink in ut 
deſpair; and, when my guilty reflections deject n | mere 
moſt, let me find ſome refreſhing glance of hope, hi 4 ſoug 
I be not quite ſwallowed up in guilt and cou ful fſÞ upon 
*Tis true I have loſt that innocence which ſhould pe enco 
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al ſerve me, and given thee juſt reaſon to damn me; du thou 
* thou haſt not, canſt not have loſt that property, lic 11 
14 . . 5 | We 

il is us d to prevail for the ſalvation of thoſe who han WE » 
«14 


deſerv'd damnation, ; 8 dial 


MEDITATIONS. 117 


| Thou, O Lord, willeſt not the death of a finner, 
er haſt thou any pleaſure in the deſtruction of him 


* aieth * ; ſo far from that, that thou thyſelf halt 


„d to the intent that they who before were dead 


ö . ght live, Thy death hath kill'd the death of ſinners, 
nd from that inſtant thou died(t, their life commen- 


. Since therefore our living depended upon thy dy- 


J og, ſuffer me not, I beſeech thee, to die, now thou art 
xeltored to life for evermore; but if thy death recon- 
eil '4 me, much more let thy life ſave me. Send down 
| 4 thy hand from above, and deliver me from the hand 


1 of mine enemies, let them not triumph over me, nei- 


| 1 ther let them ſay, we have devour'd him f 
Who, bleſſed Jeſus, who can ever ſuffer himſelf to 


{ciſtrull thy mercy and goodneſs, after having recon- 


cil'd us to God, and ranſom'd us from hell and death, 
; with thy own deareſt blood, even when we were rebels 


ad declar'd enemies $? Under the ſhelter of this mercy 


| J1 dare approach the throne of grace ; and thus pro- 
4 tected and encouraged, I run, I call, I cry for pardon, 


and knock importunately, inceſſantly, till thou open, 


| i and take pity upon me. For if thou didſt of thy own 


mere motion call us to a pardon which we never 


Y ſought, how ſhall we not much rather obtain a pardon 


q upon our own requeſt, and that requeſt grounded upon 
4 encouragements, aud commands, and promiſes, which 
} thou thyſelf haſt given us ? 


Exec. xvii. 25, 32. 2 Cor. v. 15, + Rom. v. IO, 11. 
Pfal. cxliv, 5. XXIV, 25. . Y Rom. V. 8, 9. 


Look not upon me therefore, ſweeteſt Saviour, in 


16 ME DITATIONS. 


the capacity of a finner, which would awaken thy . 
tice; but conſider me as thy creature, and I-t th ;1 { | C [ it 
ER ) 
ten and enlarge the bowels of thy mercy. Remembe BB thou 
of I E : d] 


not thine anger, to which guilt hath made me obnoy, 


WV { 

ous, but remember thy never faihng compnations, n, 
on es * 1 MN, this 
Which my miſery renders ms a fit object. Overlygl enk this 
pride, which incenſed thee, and obſerve my hum; m OR. 
and afi:&on, which implores thee, And what ins! may f. 


is Jeſus but a Saviour? By the importance of thy 1. BW! and 
ſed name, and by all that goodneſs which fo fuily ,;. | ; 
ſwer'd its moſt extenſive ſigniſication, ariſe, I cor}, i . C 
thee, to help me, and ſay ts my poor ſul, I am tt (|. 
bai *, I entertain very aſſur d exp: ations « thy 
bounty, becauſe thou haſt taught me to aſh, and .es, 
and knock f And therefore what 1 do is not an act a 
bold and raſh preſumption, but of becoming truſt ar! 
faithful obedience. _ 

Thou therefore. Lord, who commandeſt me to ah, 
grant that I may receive; thou haſt put me upon /e 
ing, let me be happy in finding ; thou haſt bidden me 
knock, open when 1 do fo; ſtrengthen a weak, reſtores 
Joſt, raiſe and quicken a dead wretch ; and be gracnou. 
Iy pleas'd to direct and govern my ſeveral faculties 
ſenſes, thoughts and actions, in doing that Which 
well-pleaſing in thy fight : that, for the future, Im 
ſerve thee, live to thee, and entirely devote myſelf to 
the obedience of thee. I know, O Lord, the whole © 
what Iam is thy due, as my Creator; I am f-nfivle 
that more than I am is thy due, as my redeemer. And, 


* Plak xXxY-.:2: + Matt. vii. 7. 
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MEDITATIONS. 119 


'F Lit, Iſhoul owe thee as much wore than 1 am, 


Wow who gavell chyſelf to be man for my ſ:ke, art 


{ wh than the man for whom thou wert given, 


bt this poor /el/ 1s all 1 have to offer in return, and 


Nen this J could not offer without thee: Accept me 


Ilrefore, | beſcech thee, and draw me to thylelf, that 
may from henceforth be thine by imitation and re- 
1 "ance, by Obedience and love, who am already all 
th; own, as thy creature, and thy purchaſe, Fven 
dine, O ſweetelt Saviour, who lixeſt and reigneſt for 


er and ever, men. 


EH AP SES; 


A Uicful Prayer. 


Lord God Almighty, three perſons, and one 


ſubltance, eternal and « omn preſent, before all, 
Id in all, God bleſſed tor ever; I confccrate to thy 
4 3 ! Nr . E 

Ye, and Commit into thy cuſtody. this day, and for 
hole life, my body and my foul, my fight and 


895 


"= my taſte, tœue N, fans ling; all any na mane: 


d affections; my words and att.ons ; all Without, 


d all within me; my ſenſitive and igteHcctual facule 


Es, my imagination and memory; my tach and my 


Fi\cocrance; beſceching thee in mercy to take charge 
them day and night, and guard them ſafe from all 
e dangers and temptations which beſet me, and at- 


mpt to enter at theſe avenues every hour and mos» 


— 


ent. Hear me, O bleſſed Holy Trinity, and preſerve 


rom all evil, and all ſcandal, and eſpecially {rum 


— 
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120 MEDITATIONS. 


all deadly fin. Prote& me from the ſubtle treachery 
and violent aſſaults, and perpetual hoſtilities of evi q 
Tits, and ſhield me from the malice of all my enema, 
viſible and inviſible; and, under thy mighty preteGig, 
conduct me ſafe at laſt to thoſe bliſsful manſions, wic 
thou haſt prepar'd for them that love thee, inhabit 
by patriarchs and prophets, apoſtles and martyrs, cor 
feſſors and virgins, and all the holy men and won 
who have walk'd in thy fear, and done the will of th y 
heavenly Father faithſully from the beginning of 1: 
world, I on 
Root out from me, I pray thee, all confident bi Ke, 
ing, ſpiritual pride, arrogance and havghtinefs of (1. Rat | 
rit, and beat down my ſoul with true compunction ring 
my fins, and a profound unaffected humility, Open :MAPu: e 
vent for the tears of repentance ; and, when thou h {+ ach 
Toften'd this rock within my breaſt, let thoſe ſtreaþ E hyſi 
guſh out abundantly, Deliver me, O Lord, from rope 
ſnare of the hunter, and give not my ſoul] up a preyt £ i ny h. 
them that ſeek its ruin, but keep me ever ſafe and fei grant 
faſt in the performance of thy will. Teach me u c 
the thing that pleaſeth thee, for thou art my Cod“ 
Give me a right judgment, and a perfect underſta War 
ing of divine truths, that I may have worthy appreheÞþ þ I 
ſions of thy unmeaſurable goodneſs. Direct my pra 
to thee on all occaſions, and let me a{k ſuch things? 1 
thou delighteſt to give, and are beſt for me to recen Ire. 
Kindle in my heart a holy zeal, ſuch as may incline ite 
mercy effectually to blot out the remembrance of 


* Pial. ix. 13. ecxliii. 10. 


MEDITATION:S; 121 


F * paſt offences committed againſt thy divine i 
ery z Lord, hear; ) Lord hearken and do; defer net 
1 2 thy own fate, I my God“. [f thou rejedeſt my pe- 
We) BY tions, and furneſt away thy face, I die; if thou ſnew- 
tio elt the light of thy countenance, I am renew'd to 
big F i/e+, If thou regard my righteouſneſs only, this, alas! 
ite s vo better than fiith and pollution, and I ſhall be on 
* hy account no better than a loathſome carcaſe, But 


it thou look upon me in thy mercy, this raiſes my dead 


mer 

ther utrify'd body from the grave of ſin, and breaths into 

' ti: ö ne again a life of rig hteouſneſs and hope. Remove fur 
rom me whatever is odious and oft; enſive to thy pure 

oak: 3s es, and plant in me a ſpirit of ate and cleanneſs, 


Wo Khir | may lift wp holy hands in prager r, and not 
1 Pang ſuch a ſacrifice as is an abomination to my God, 


i ith things as be profitable for me. O thou bleſſed 
Mrhyſician of ſouls, grant me balm for my wounds, and 


, F proper medicines to heal my leiritual diſeaſes. Poſſeſs 
4 y heart with thy fear, with meekneſs and reVcrence, 
Io ; rant me unfeigned faith, a clean conſcience, and a true 
ty, a tender regard to the good of my brethren ; 
Fic me never favour or forget my own miſcarriages, 
vor ever be inquiſitive after, or ſevere upon, the faults 


Yor failings of other people. 

a . O be gracious and compaffionate to my poor ſoul, to 
5 U 15 my (. -ailties and tranſgreff ons. Vitit me in my weaks 
„N ; e's, heal my ſicknels, refreſh my languiſhings, and re- 
Ji 9 vire me from ſpiritual death. O! that there were in 


1 UPDan ix. 19. 1 Pfal. cov. 29, 30. J 1 Tim 
3 . 


pur away from me al! hurtful things, and give me 


MEDITATIONS: 


122 


me a heart that might always fear thee, a ſoul th; 
might always love thee, an underſtanding that Miphr 
rightly apprehend and conceive worthily of thee; er: 
ever open to hear thee; eyes ever fixt and intent t 
ſee thee, Have pity vpon me, O my God, have yin 
upon me; and from the throne of thy majeſty on hig 
caſt down a compaſſionate look; ſcatter the thick rig 
of ignorance and error, and enlighten my dark fed 
with the bright beams of thy Holy Spirit. Give me tj; 
knowledge of diſcernirg between good and evil; ar 
help me to keep a conſtant watchtul guard over my. 
ſelf; that I may ſee the things which belong unto ny 
peace, and carefully eſchew all thoſe ſeducements, the 
would betray me into irrecoverable ruin. Above all, ! 
beg free and full remiſſion of my manifold and giz 
vous fins, of thee, my Lord, who dy'it to purchale it: 
and that, by and thro' thee I may find effectual prop 
ciation, and comfort, and mercy, in all time of m1 ti 


bulation, and anguiſh of heart, in all my neceſſitics an! 
diſtreſſes, but eſpecially in the hour of death, and in, 


day of judgement, Finally, O Lord, vouchſafe to be. 


ſtow on me everlaſting life, not for any works Which! 


have done, (let them be pardon'd only, and that is {ut 


ficient, reward they cannot deſerve) but for thy ma 
fold and great mercy, upon which ] throw my ſelf u 
tirely, as the only refuge and hope of ſinners and ur 


profitable ſervants. 


And now, O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, permit, I pray th. 
thy unworthy ſervant to expreſs his charity by ena 
ing theſe petitions, and let them prevail for ble 
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MEDITATIONS, 123 


1 | 
ht not only on myſelf, but others. Grant to all princes 3 4 
and governors, that they may rule thy people in juſtice 49 
to » thy fear; and eſtabliſh the thrones of them that 3 
y do ſo in righteouſneſs and peace. Inſpire thy miniſters 5 | 
iph 3 with truth and zeal, that they may agree in a right un- 1 
Cl! N derſtanding of thy holy word, and diligently and upa— 1 ö q 
ay Picot) profecute their preat work, by ſetting forth 5 79 
1 thy glory, and ſetting forward the ſalvation of all men. 0 10 
nd Wc: thy favour be ever preſent with thy holy catholick # x 
mY 4 hurch, and every member of it, men and women, 15 We 
11 Priel is and people, all that believe in thee, all that la- * 
2 Pour in thy love; encreaſe ther graces daily, and en- by 
| [7 ble them faithfully to improve and perſevere in every je 
fi. } ood word and work. Aſſiſt all thy ſervants with ſuch 0 
* 0 inds and degrees of thy grace, as are ſuitable to their 5 9 
. betpective conditions. Inſpire all virgins with chaſtity FEE 


„end modeſty, all perſons devoted to thy ſervice with 
9 4 eavenly- mindedneſs and purity, all married pairs 
i N with fidelity and mutual love. To all repenting finners 
ba. =: rant pardon and conſolation; to all widows and or- 
wh | TrY ſuſtenance and relief; to the helpleſs and op- 
preſſed, protection and juſtice ; to all travellers, a ſafe 
211. Feturn home; to all in ſorrow and trouble, patienca 
And comfort; to all who are at ſea, their deſir'd port; 
un Ind to every one toſs'd on the waves of this trouble- 
4 ome world, the haven of ſalvation, and the land of 
Peerlaſting liſe. Enable thoſe that are ſtrong, to Rand, 
Pelp them that are growing in goodneſs, to proſper 
od improve daily more and more; and to all that 
Pre in lin, to wretched me in particular, give the 


Q--2 


124 MEDITATIONS. 


grace of ſpeedy recollection, and effectual amend. 
ment. | 

For, O ſweeteſt and moſt merciful Jeſus, Son of the 
living God, and Saviour of the world! 1 acknowledy, 
myſelf a moſt unworthy, moſt miterable ſinner; hy 
thou, O Father of mercies, who haſt compaſſion Upon 
all, wilt not ſuffer me to periſh, nor caſt me utteriy oi 
of thy fight : had that been thy intention, thou woulc! 
have cut me off in the midſt of my wickedneſs, and ng 
have allowed me ſpace or diſpoſition to repent. Gin 
therefore, chou art pleas'd {lil} to forbear puuiſhmen, 
and to grant me a truce, give me a heart, as thou hat 
given me opportunities, to make my peace With the 
Influence my mind powerfully, that I may ſeek, ard 0 


fire, and love thee above all thipgs, and fear ab: 


all to offend thee, and be careſul conſtantly to p 
thee, | 

Laſtly, O God, and Father, bleſſed for ever, I. 
treat thee for all them who make charitable merten 
of me in their prayers, ard all who have dcfir'd toh 


recommended to thy tavour, in thoſe of the Icalt a 
moſt unworthy of thy ſervants : for all who have Gf 


me any good offices, or are in any degree related t 
me, that thou wouldſt hear them for me, and me {6 


them; and according to thy bounteous mercy. preſer:þ 
and povern them, and return all their kindneſs auf 
clarity ſcrenfold into their boſom. That thou wor 


chriſtian warefare, the ſuccours of thy grace; and, i 


thy own good time, to all who have happily vi 
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$eir courſe, the conſummation of reward and glory. 
nd, O thou who art Alpha and Ciuega, the beginning 


| 54 end, once more I icpeat that moſt Important re- 

uct, that, when the time appointed for my great 
| , ange ſhall come, thou wilt in mercy ſtand by me at 
N Þ) laſt hours; ſtrengthen me in my great conflict, ſup- 


Pit me in my dying agonies, pluck me out of the jaws 


BS the ravening wolf, who will then ſtand ready to 


ze and deyour me; defend me from his terrors and 


ESccuſations, and take me for thy own : fo ſhall 1 be 


Fecay's into the blefied company of ſaints and angels, 
thy heavenly paradiſe, there to rejoice, and live, 


Ind reign with thee: for ever, who art over all God 


leſied for ever. Amen, ſweet Jeſus, Amen. 


CH AF. 3 


Devout Reflections upon the Sufferings of Chriſt, 
0 Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who art ade unto me of 
Cod, redemption, and mercy, and ſalvation! 1 


3 Praiſe thee, I bleſs thee, I render thanks to thee, but 
Thanks that do by no means bear proportion to the 


1 Eneftimable benefits for which they are due; thanks 


Nretchedly defective in their zeal and . which 
Pught to warm this frozen heart of mine upon every 
Wemembrence of thee : not ſuch as 1 am ſenſible I owe, 


Put yet the beſt my ſoul can with its utmoſt efforts 


each up to. Thou hope of my heart, and ſtrength of 


y ſoul, let thy power ſupply what my weakneſs can- 
Wot attain to; thy fervent love make up for my luke- 
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warm affection: for tho' 1 have not yet been able, 
love thee ſo much as I ought, yet, if ſincerity can |, 
accepted inſtead of perfection, my conſcience {ypy,,, 
me with this teſtimony, that I defire however, and u 
with all my foul that I were able to love thee us my, 
as I ought to do. 

O light thed from above into my foul, from win 
no fecrets are hid! Thou ſeeſt my inward parts, 480 
art conſcious to all my deſires, If any good be ther 
'tis of thy inſpiring ; if this of loving thee be (ng, 
becauſe I am ſure it is) good, and from thee, call 
me to perform that which thou haſt made me to 6. Meeps a 
fire, and grant that I may love thee to a degree as «x. i 
ted as thou requireſt. I offer to thee thanks and pra 
es; let not that gift be barren, and produce no wr. 
thy fruit in me, which thou haſt of thy own free prac 
communicated ; but crown and perfect thine oi! 
work: and as thy goodneſs firſt prevented me with hol 
deſires, mov'd by no delerts of mine, ſo, I beleet 
thee, continue the ſame grace, in granting thoſe deſire 
their juſt accompliſhment : awaken my flupidiy, 
quicken my deadneſs, and change my cold indifferen: 
into a molt ſenſible and fervent zeal ; for this is tle 
aim and end of all my prayers, this is the proper ef 
of all my reflections upon thee and all thy beneſi 
that the more I converſe with thee, and the oftner! 
remember thee, the more vehemently I may love the 

It was thy goodneſs, O Lord, that created me i 
firſt : it was thy mercy that, when I was created, clean. 
{2d me from the (tain of original fig: it was chy pov 


4 
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7 ich preſerv'd me after the ſanctiſication of baptiſm 1 
BW is thy clemency, thy bounty, thy long-ſuffering, 
. ich, notwithſtanding my numberleſs actual provoca- 
f as ſince, hath forborn, ſuſtain'd, and waited for my 
eodment. Thou, Lord, haft. Jong expected the re- 
rn of thy prodigal child; and I, but not, alas! with 
aal carefulneſs, wait os the inſpiration of thy 
ice, to work in me repentance and holineſs of life. 
Y God, my maker, thou that ſpareſt me, thou that 
aineſt me, I hunger and thirſt after thee, I paſp ſor 
00 pant after thee; and as a darling, but a deſolate 
@ild, debarr'd of his moſt indulgent Father's preſence, 
ol Weeps and laments inceſſantly, and thinks of, and longs 
1 for nothing but his beloved company, and wears the 
nw page of his face perpetually in his heart; ſo 1 am mo- 
* we. by the tendereſt impreſſions, and with an eager im- 
* Nience lament my diſtance from thee. I often thin! 
Pon, and am very ſenſibly affected, tho? not fo ſenſib- 


8; 
* 


BY a: | with and ought to be, with thy ſorrows and 
| f fierinos, thy buffetings and ſcourges, thy reproaches 
1 revilings, thy wounds and expiring agonies; how 
ou wert kill'd and crucified, how thou wert embalm'd 
buried, and withal, how gloriouſly thou didſt riſe 
ein, and how triumphantly aſcended up into heaven; 
50 all this for me, ſinful man, and for my ſalvation, 
Theſe things I believe with a moſt ſtedfaſt faith; and 
_ vertue of that perſuaſion I bewail the miſeries of my 
grimage and exile from thee : I propoſe no other 


@mfort to myſelf, comparable to that of my Lord's re- 


y 2 . 


1 t rn to me, and do molt ardently deſire, as the ſum and 
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ſource of all my happineſs, to fee thy bounteqy; 09 
for ever in thy glory. | 2 
Say, my ſoul, if thou can't, how thou ſhoul4'2 hn, 
been affected, hadſt thou ſeen this Lord in perſon. fh. 
the King of angels emptying lumſelf of maße, ii 
condeſcending to converſe with men, that men ni If 
be exalted to live and converſe with angels; g 3 
off:nded God die, to reconcile vile offenders to | F | 
and ſo prevent th-ir evertaſting death. Owhat 649.4, 
ons, what conceptions, what wonder can b. oreat ics! 
for this unparallel'd, this amazing love and gn e 
but draw alittle nearer yet, my foul, and take a 
tin view of this trapical, this aſtoniſhing ſvens, Coll! 
thou have ſeen thy deareſt Saviour's fide pierced 1 
ſpear, and would not the ſame weapon have piere') thy 
thy own heart alſo? Could'ſt thou have Hod 
beheld the hands and fect of him that created thee tw 


q 
— 14 


with nails, and faltned tothe croſs, and the blood 
redeem'd thee puſhing out in ſtreams, and not by 
ſunk thyſelf, and even expir'd, with grief and js 
at the ſight? 

Say then withal, (but that thou canſt not Gh 


rome 
Pod d 
4 vet, a 
things, which when ſeen by the eye of faith, ar . = d. 
certain as if preicnt to that of the bedy, with 5 1. f nai 
Ger} imprefiion and concern: why doſt not thou dib _ 
Wc ef 


7 
uffer? 


thou colt now read. ard hear, and meditate pon tit 
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the bitter cup of tears, ſince thy Jeſus did for the? dn 


that of his Father's wrath ? vw hy dolt thou not 0 


— 
= —ͤ 
= 
—_— —_— 
2 
— — 


: W th. 


oanyer 


2 grief too deep to be deſerib'd, like that of vii ; 
mother, when ſhe ſaw her innocent and only {on cl 


15 | 
5 and ſcourg'd, tortur'd and (lin before her face; ſince 
- the relation here too is molt cloſe and dear, and, as 
pe] hy Lord was hers, ſo art thou thy Lord's fleſh and 
ones, a member of that body whereof he is the 
15 8 cad ? | 

WE Had I, with holy Joſeph, taken my Lord down 
5 rom the croſs, wrapped him in ſpices, and laid him in 
he ſepulchre, how happy ſhould 1 have really eſteem'd 
ny (cif, that any officious reſpec of mine had contributed 
4 o the honour of his interment ? What glad aſtoniſh- 
# ent ſhould 1 have feſt, had I been in company with 
F hoſe zealous women who were affrighted with a viſion 
1. df angels, and heard that comfortable, that reviving 
; eſſage, Fear not ye; ye ſeek fiſus which was cruci- 
; fed : he is not here, for he is riſen *, Thele, deareſt 
| 3 ord, were moving objects, which thy providence did 
Wot think fit to give me a bodily ſight of, but 1 behold 
hem all by a diltink and undoubted faith, 1 ſee the 
| 2 pledges and memorials of them daily in thy bleſfed ſa- 
® caments : and tho' 1 was not alluwed to kiſs thy ſcars, 
; and drop my tears into the print of the ſpear and nails, 
oer, as oft as I approach thy table with deep remorſe 
| 2 and due reverence, | there weep over thy cracihed body, 
; here contemplate the pangs of thy. bitter dcarh, there 
\ KS joice in the triumphs of thy reſurrechion, there receive 
he effectual repreſentation of all thou haſt done and 
Wuffer'd for me; and, by a holy union with thee and 
= thy members, attain a greater privelege than any 
Poayerſation with thee in the days of thy Reſh could have 


Mat. xxviii. 5, 6. 


R 
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F dition 
_ np 
a 
=: ful 


bee, 


conferr'd. Thou art to all intents the ſame Saviour, 
and if they that ſaw thee were bleſſed, becauſe ty 
believ'd, yet thy own mouth declar'd them no leſs TT 
ſed who have not ſeen, and yet have believ'd *, 

But ſtill the fight of thee, of thy beauties, and thy 


glory, is the conſtant deſire, the only end, the noble 12. cone 


ward of our faith; and, in this clouded oiſconiol,, RR VV 
interval, till that can be obtain'd, my ſoul finds h or, m 
frequently at a Joſs how to expreſs itſelf, what to < feel! 


whether to bend its courſe, or where to find its mu e pe 

loved Lord, Who ſhall tell my ſpouſe how I Ianyuh 
for him; how my joy is turn'd into heavineſs, and 
my laughter into mourning, for want of his dear pre 
fence * My fleſh and my heart fuileth, but Gil 1; 
the firength of my heart and my portion for ever] 
My foul refuſeth comfort from any other hand bi 
thine, my joy and treaſure; for, Whom have I in bu 
ven but thee? and there is none upon earth that Id. 
fire beſides thee'i, Thou haſt commanded me to {ei 
thy face, and my heart moſt readily replies, 7% Je, 
Lord, will I jeek, I turn not thou thy face from n, 
nor caſt away thy jervant in difpleaſure.+. 

O molt affectionate lover of fouls, The poor comnii 
teth himfelf unto thee, and thou art the helper f 
fatherleſs}. O my moſt faithful guardian. preterve au Pre be 
pity me; 1 am an orphan deſtitute of friends, and m 
ſoul is in a ſtate of poverty and widowhood. Look up 
on the tears I ſhed for thy abſence in this deſolate cor 


4 teach 
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e,, 
et m 
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: * John. xx. 29. $ Pſal. Ixxili- 26. | Lan 7; 
1 Pſal. xxvii. 8. { Pſal. x. 14. 
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1 hat I may be comforted ; ſhew me thy face, and ! 
5 all be ſatisſied; diſcover thy glory, and my joy ſhall 
a de full: My fl.th and uy foul this and pant fes, 
[4 hee, the living Cod, the fountain of lite, © when ball 
BY cn: and appear hefore God * & 

| | When will my comforter, whom TI ſo earneſtly look 
ky Gor; make his approaches to me? When, © when ſhall 
fel the joy 1 fo paſſionately deſire, and be ſill'd with 
je hne pleaſures of that glorious dwelling, which! hope to 
" at the end of this weariſome journey of life? 
WE ord, if may not yet drink of the river of thy plen- 
res, let me at leaſt drink of the brook in the way. 
Net my tears be my meat and drink day and night, till 
e dawn of that glorious morning, when my ſoul ſhall 
d- awaken'd with that moſt welcome call, Behold thy 
Wou/e, thy Lord, the marriage of the lamb is comet, 
f \i| 1 preſume to aſle at preſent is refreſhment and ſup- 
rt under my ſorrows ; and, that theſe may be ſuch 
k & will one day be turn'd into joy; for I know my Re- 
| 1 eemer will come, becauſe he is merciful and true ; 
Wor will he ſuſpend my happineſs by unneceſſary delay, 
. cauſe he loves thoſe that love him, and they that ſez} 
l m early ſhall be ſure to find him . To whom there- 
Mie be glory and praiſe for ever and ever, Amen. 


The End of the Firſt Bock of Meditations 


f Pfal. xlii. 2, 2. 1 Pfal. Ixv. 4. & cx. J. 4 Prov. viii. 17. 


0 | R 2 


| f dition; and come, Lord Jeſus, come unto me quickly, 
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B O O R. II. | 
es ir 
or! 
CHAP: * 
| h 5 # God 
Love, the Way that leadeth to Life. EF 
8 I men 
Y what means we may avoid the torments d love 
hell, and attain the joys of heaven, is an enqui- Wat tr 
ry which deſerves our moſt attentive application d V glo! 
If the « 


ble v 


thought; a ſcience to be learnt at the expence of ou 
moſt watchful care, and moſt ſollicitous concern. Ard 
in this ſtudy 'tis of great conſequence to ſet out rioht; g nt 
for all our moſt aſſiduous endeavours will be employeiÞþ 4 ft. | 
to very little purpoſe, if we be not fiiſt inſtructed u 1 
way it is that leads to everlaſting bliſs, and carries uf 
out from all danger of everlaſting miſery. * Iwill ther 
fore behove us very diligently to conſider thoſe wouſ F 
of the apoſtle, in 1 Cor. 2. 9, which, taken in ,,  » 
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* 
8 


ct latitude, do plainly teach us theſe ravo things: fiſt, 
at the glories of the bleſſed, in a future ſtare, are 
F eater than can be <xpreſsd; and then, ſ-con.'ly, 
1 hat is the way, by which we muſt arrive at this bleſ- 
'> dneſs. Eye, he ſays, hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
. neither hath it entred into the heart of man to con— 
L ceive, the things which God hath prepar'd for them 
chat love him“. Now when he tells us that theſe excel- 
at things are prepar'd for ther that love Gad, from 
Peace the inference 1s natural and plain, that Jove is 
4 e condition enjoin'd, in order to the obtaining them, 
Bur then the ſcripture makes it no leſs evident, that 
e love of God, and the love of our neichbour, are vir= 
es inſeparable from each other. For thus much is the 
Wnportance of that paſſ ge in St. John, © He that loveth 
; 1 not his brother whom he hath ſeen. how can he love 


ment have we from him, That he who loveih God 
love his brother alſo. +.” In theſe two paits it feems 
at true charity conſiſts, to which St. Paul hath given 


glorious a character, when he ſhuts up his diſeou ſe 
p 1 fthe extraordinary gifts of the ſpirit with thoſe remarks» 
1 f ble words, And yet ſhew J unto you a more excel. 
t! | 5 ent waz} Charity then 1s not only the way, but the 
. ft. nay, the only way, that leads 10 our heavenly 


Eountry ; for 'tis impoſhle for any man ever to come 
Whither by any other way, But who is it that knows, 
Ir walks in this way? Even he that loves God and his 


Cor. i. 9. + 1 John. iv. 20, az. 4 2 Cor xii. 31: 


Hod whom he hath not ſeen? And this command- 
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brother, It will concern us then to be perfecly y,y 
| inform'd what are the proper expreſſions of our loy, 1, 
each, and the juſt meaſures of our affection to God 
to our neighbour, And of this point it may ful, 
ſay, that we are bound in duty to love God ve jj, 
ourſelves, and to love our neighbour as ourſelves, Ny 
we love God more than ourſelves, when upon all ge, 
fions we prefer his will before our own, and ſuf; g 
private intereſt or ſenſual inclination, to come in coy, 
petition with his commands, and his honour. But it; : pon \ 
very obſervable, that although we are enjoin'd to l : 
our neighbour as ourſelves, yet we are no whete ei. 


*% p * _ I - 
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join'd to love him as much as we do ourſelves; an ; 
therefore our duty in this reſpect is ſatisfied, when yw -Y 
heartily wiſh and endeavour all that good to our neighs £ ry ne 
bour, which we ought to wiſh and endeavour the ata "I 
ment of ourſelves, eſpecially the everlaſting happin«; Wn Ie 
of the ſoul ; when we contribute to his obtaining ;, WR 
and omit no inſtance, whereby our help may be of ay ] ug 1 
uſe to him, in procuring any advantage, whether ten. Cn... 
poral or ſpiritual, ſo far as the preſent circumſtance "0A 
of affairs render our aſſiſtance ſeaſonable, and our on es 
condition puts it in our power to become ferviceab en 
to him. This explication agrees exactly with the equi es; 
of our Lord's rule, Whatſzever ye would that wie... . 
ſhould do unto you, do ye even ſo to them. And mn 
ſhews us likewiſe the neceſſity of that other left us haze 
St. Jobn, Let us not love in word, neither in toy ut, a 


but in deed and in truth *. But it may be aſk d on: E ably 
j Mat. vil. 3 2 x John. 3. 18. ö urn 


MEDITATIONS. x 55 N 
— * 
ore, who thoſe neighbours are whom we are bound © 1 
0 If . | | PF. a 7 ie 
ore after this manner? And to this the anſwer is ns 
a; WE . f 
i ſhort, that the command is of unlimited extent, 6 
4 0 comprehends all mankind; whether they be Chriſ- 
An 5 4 
„, Jews, or Inſidels; whether they be acquaintance 14 
9 8 ; R i, 6 
rangers; whether they be friends or enemies. 7 
1 C44 a P, © =: 
j pon what accounts, and in what manner, we ought 51 
. to love God. | + 
or in regard this duty is of ſuch infinite conſe- 
il 
quence, and that the whole of our hopes and hap- 
N 3 
ö eis depends upon the due performance of it, it is 
wy 8 
r neceffary that we conſider diligently what are the 
n- N 5 ; . . ; 
; ounds of this obligation, and by what means it may 
wh 5 , . | 
"WE 4ichi:rg'd. Now nothing will conduce to the beget- 

* = ST ; 424 
e, cheriſhing, and heightning in our minds a holy "4 
NY ' R f i 
e towards God. fo much as a frequent recollection 4 
Bd iu!t eſtimate of his wonderful goodneſs, and innu- : 

"26 1 1 > Py 'F 
erable benefits to us: for indeed, the bleſhings he = 
Wo . : | | _ 

Nies of his own mere motion are ſo many and fo great, i 
tf WF . | 1 

Nahe recompence he makes us in return for any ſer- 8 
es ve pay him, is ſo exceeding diſproportionate to 0 
1 ; 1 
ewe have reaſon to expect, that our fouls muſt of by 
"ccility be at a lots, and perfectly confounded with 42 

| . 


Pazement at the number and the value of the favours 7 
' receive at his hands, But though theſe are ſo ineſti- mY 
L. ably great, that 'tis impoſiible for us to make ſuch & 
om of love, and thanks, and obedience as they de- 


* 


mand which enjvins the duty makes ſufficiently e 


_ uſe thy very urmoRt efforts to fulfil it without 6. 
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ſerve, yet ſure it is, we are bound to make the * 4 
we can, and by our diligence to pay to the ung} 
our ability, remembring that the vaſt arrear bet Hh alt lo 
ſtands ſtill charg'd to account, not from any wart 0 
will, but merely from the want of power to cha 1 
great a debt And thus, my ſoul, thou haſt an zr{, in lect 
to the ſirſt enquiry propounded in this chapter, uh wem 
was concerning the ground of this duty. tor there; be and 
is our Lord to be moſt afſoctionately lov'd by us, f pur ſt1 


cauſe he is ſo wonderfully comp. ſhonate and tec i zons, 
ſo kind and bountiful, and pourcth out his bene{i:; R215 P 
on us in ſuch abundance : and all this not from oil 32" 
manner of deſert ot worth in us, that might engage ; Wt 

reve 


favour, but of his own good-will and mere moto 


which we are able to render no other reaſon bu: off 
this, tha the will have mercy, becauſe he delizhs BY 
and will have mercy. 

The other, How this God is to be loved, that a 


And what a ſtrict obſervance of this command i 
quir'd from us, we may caſily infer from | 1 
terms in which it is expreſs'd, and the ſolem 
us'd in Jayiny it upon us. Hear then, O man, the 
and great commandment ; hearken to it attenti 
remember it exactly, meditate upon it incefluntly, oft 


without intermiſſion, without end, or ever {uh 
thou haſt done fo much, that thou art at liberty to 
ſiſt from any freſh inſtances of thy regard to n. WY 
this is imply'd in that awakening preface, by which 2 
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. uces it: Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord thy Cod is 
„Now the command itſelf runs thus, Thou 
14 15 alt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
« vith all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind, and with all 


BS memory, ſhould all be ſix d on this, as on their 
; and proper object; that God ſhould be the ſubject 
ur ſtudy; that he ſhould preſide over all our incli- 
1 ions, be the ultimate end of all our defires, dwell 
Fa ays preſent in our thoughts, and reign ſupreme, as 
governing principle of all our actions. In a word, 
we ſhould contemplate, and chuſe, and remember, 
reverence him above all, and make it our buſineſs 
ie to him alone. 
1 How men come ſo eaſily to ſatisfy themſelves with 
n fo extreamly negligent in this molt neceſſary 
| 5 pch of their obedience, is very difficult to conceive; 
5 x Ept it be from hence, that wanting a due ſenſe of the 
Witneſs of God's love, they proportion their regard 


| 30 Ineſs toward them. And therefore, for prevention 
is fault in thee, do thou, my ſoul, attend with re- 


which he hath beſtow'd upon thee z the many 
ious promiſes he hath made thee; and then I doubt 
but what thou haſt already, and what thou art 
* ranted to hope for hercafter, will ſufhciently con- 
wee, that thou art under the hipheſt Obligations 
4 Deut. vi. 4. Mat. x11. 29. 30 


CF 


2 


y ſtrength“.“ Which is as much as to ſay, that our 
leagoal faculties, the underſtanding, the will, and 


im according to their own ſcanty notions of his 


nce, and thankfully recollect the innumerable bene- 
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to love God with a moſt fervent and entire affect. 


k ader! 
Now, in order to exerciſe and encreaſe this loye 10. and 0: 
more effectually, begin thy conſiderations where G rt o 


began the expreſſions of his goodneſs, and thick ſcricu. « efle 
ly with thyſelf, by whom, upon what motive, and u 
what purpoſe man was created, and what things God yp 
pleaſed to create beſides, forthe ſake and ſervice: of ma, 

Firſt then, we muſt underſtand, that there is bp 
one cauſe which produced all created beings, u hel 
they be things in heaven, or things on earth, whethe 
they be viſible or inviſible. That this ſole, this univer 


ſubſtar 


here i 
Ration 
Feal : 

Pyirits. 
Puman 
ſo of 


fal cauſe, was no other than the goodneſs of their (y ure ha 
ator, who is the one true God; whoſe eſſential got ; xilten 
neſs is ſo large, and ſo communicative, that he y: ' Imght 
pleas'd to make others partakers of that bleſſedte ben an 
which he enjoys from and to all eternity, and which e God 


ſaw capable of being imparted, without any poſkbl Wood, : 
of ſuffering diminution by being thus diffuſed, TaWod is ; 
good therefore, which is his very nature, and wic\reature 


his own happineſs conſiſts, he did thus ſhew abr im, an 


not by neceſſity, but free choice, becauſe tis the nt the 
perty of the ſupreme good to will the good of oth Bbolute 
and the excellence of ſupreme power to exert iliſfeceive 
not to the prejudice, but the benefit of all that arel [ orks 0f 
ject to it. Now, becauſe this bleſſedneſs of God can &rv'd by 
be any otherwiſe partaken of, but by being under!toflccount 
and the more perfectly it is underſtood, the more] [ uſt be 


tifully it is imparted ; God was pleas'd to make e pron 
nal creatures, and to give to ſuch a capacity of ure the 
ſtanding the ſupreme Good, of having what they Wature: 
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baderſtood, of poſſeſſing this beſt object of their love, 
nd of enjoying what they ſo poſſeſs d. This rational 
pat of the creation is ſo ordered, that part of it retains 
Iss eſſential purity, without being united to any bodily 


(here is join'd to the body, and ſuch is the ſoul of man. 
þ tional creatures then, are either incorporeal or corpo- 


nan 
el: The incorporeal are angels, for theſe are ſimple 
th Jpirs The corporeal are men, ſo call'd, becauſe the 


Suman nature conſiſts not only of a reaſonable ſoul, but 
7 Io of a fleſhly body. So then, that the rational crea- 
1 ure had any, and that it had particularly this kind of 


00 N xiltence, is to be imputed wholly to the goodneſs of 
- mighty God, as its original impulſive cauſe. Men 
Ing Yn and angels, both were created by the goodneſs | 


God; for we therefore are at all, becauſe God is 
ood, and the whole of that being we receive from 
Tod is good. But to what purpoſe were theſe rational 
ö reatures made? Surely to praiſe God, and to love 
} im, and to enjoy him; in all which not the Creator's, 


er the creature's vans is conſulted; for God is 
11: Poul perfect and happy in himſelf, and cannot 
ir Weccive either addition or diminution from any of the 
orks of his own hands. The only uſes then that can be 
can ö rv'd by making ſuch creatures as theſe, and the only 
foofIccount that can be given why they were made at all, 
1 4 aſt be the illuſtration of the Creator's goodneſs, and 
It! 4 e promoting of the creature's happineſs. When there- 


Pre the queſtion is aſk'd, why, or to what end rational 
p Features were made; the true anſwer undoubtedly 
4 S 2 


ſubſtance; and ſuch are the angels : another part 


140 MEDITATIONS. 


1s this, that they were made becauſe God was good, our ad' 
and to the intent they might be happy: For, what ce by 
conduce to their happineſs ſo much as to ſerye him, and f ay reap 
to enjoy him? Ire mar 
Wan ma) 
: erence | 


E RA P II. 
erery pe 
Kreſs of n 
Pod that 


How God made all Things for Man. 


HEN God is ſaid to have made angels or me; 
| for himſelf, we mult not ſo miſtake this expre. Wpire to 
| ſion, as fondly to imagine, that he who made both h poltle if 
| any need of either; or, that the acknowledgements at us, or 
| ſervices, which he gave them a capacity of Paying, ar above | 

any addition to the fulneſs of his bliſs and glory, Fo, Thoſe 

how unworthily ſhould we conceive of our Creator's nz Ware ang 

jeſty, by thinking that any thing which we call our, Wy witl 

or is moſt valuable in us, could encreaſe or take cy; in pro! 

from his bleſſedneſs ? No, he made us to ſerve him, u kowev 

it was becauſe his ſervice is freedom, is an honour; i yet in 

to be ſuch ſubjects, is to be truly kings. This (eric MW ſhall b 

Tedounds wholly to the profit of him that pays it, b. in hea 
| not at all to his, to whom it is paid. And, as C, we ha 
made man for himſelf, ſo did he likewiſe make t ters £ 
world for man; that is, ſo as to miniſter to man's us ; L their 
and comfort. Man then is plac'd in a middle and ſu-· | exclu 
ordinate ſtation, ſo as to be under authority himſz,| . the p 


5 yet to have ſervants under him too: and thus all thing B ſome 
ö are moſt admirably contriv'd to our advantage, v%¹ did t 
both the homage we pay, and that which is paid to 5, rade 


flows into one common channel, and all unites at lu We 


——- 
= 
2 * a 
* 
I, 
= 
1) 
3 
, — 
8 
: * 
3 
<0 on OY 
8 
9 A1 


MEDITATIONS, 141 


| our advantage, as in its proper centre. God will be 
1 * by man, for this reaſon, that not he, but man 


0g, 


ire man ſerv'd by the world, that by this ſervice alſo 
wan may be the gainer. So that we may with due re- 
yerence ſay, that the whole deſign of the creation, and 
Pen part of it, may be at laſt reduc'd to the happi- 
peſs of man; ſince both that which was made for him, 
End that for which himſelf was made, do mutually con- 
ore to make him happy. Thus al! things, as the a- 
Epoltle ſays, are ours * ; whether they be things above 


above us are for our enjoyment, and ſuch is God. 
Thoſe on the level with us are for our ſociety, and ſuch 


in proſpect of our future ſtate : for we are aſſured that 
however they are now in ſeveral reſpects ſuperior to us, 
MW jet in the next world the children of the reſurrection 
0 . ſhall be as they are , and ſhall live with them for ever 

| in heaven. The things below us are likewiſe ours; for 
ve have the uſe and convenience of them, as the maſ- 

ters goods are, in a true but qualiſied ſenſe, ſaid to be 
cheir ſervants. Not that this gives them a property 
„excluſive of their maſters, but extends the benefit and 
mae privilege of uſing them. Nay, even the angels, in 
T L ſome paſſages of ſcripture are ſaid to do us ſervice ; nor 
did the apoſtle think it any diſparagement to their cha- 
1 | rater and dignity, when he called them all miniſtring 


®: 3 Gor; iii. 35; 


a 
. 


+ Mat. xxii. 30, 
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Bj reap the benefit of that ſervice : again, God will | 


Bus, or upon a level with us, or below us, The things 


Parc angels, whom 1 preſume to call our equals, not on- 
y with regard to the ſame rational nature, but chiefly 
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ſpirits, ſent forth to miniſter for them who ſhall g, 
heirs of ſalvation *. A very great honour this, bu 
ſuch as we ought not to make any difficulty of beljeys. 
ing to be done to us, when we reflect upon that ſo much 
more aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion of the Creator, and Kinp 
of angels, who delcribes the end of his coming into the 
world in thoſe very humble terms, that he came 10 
to be miniflred unto, but to miniſter, and to give hi; 
live a ranſom for many f. The angels are ſaid to of. 
fer up prayers to God, Not that they inſttuct hin 
what we do, or what we atk; tor he knows all things 
exactly as they are, even before they are: and there, 
fore cannot poſhbly be ignorant of them after wards, 
But they attend his pleaſure upon theſe occations, che 
cute his orders, and what they knew God hath decrecd, 
are ſometimes inſtruments of accomphlihing, and ſome- 
times meſſenpers too to give the parties concerned no: 
tice of. Thus the angel tells Tobias, That he broup\t 
the remembrance of his prayers before the holy Jie, 
and that there are ſome ſpirits, whole office it 1s % 
ſent the prayers of the ſuinti, and to go in and ou 
before the throne of God, And all this in a ſenſe very 
agrecable to what we do when we pray. For neither 
is this rehgious exerciſe deſigned to inform God of out 
wiſhes or our wants; but it is neceſſary, that reafor- 
able creatures ſhould refer all their temporal occalions 


to the judpement and diſpoſal of eternal truth: either 
by aſking what they think fit to be done for them, 0 
by deſiring to know what he ſees fit to be done with 

* Heb; i. 14. Matt. Xx. 18. f Tob. Kü. 12-15 
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„em, and by them, Sothata principle of marvellous cha- 
ut Writy invites the holy angels from their manſions of bliſs 
re. | in heaven, that they may ſuggeſt good councel in our 
uch difliculties, that they may vitit and comfort us in our 
ng | ditreſſes and ſufferings, and that they may ſuccour us 


in our conflits and dangers. All which good offices 
they perform with the greateſt chearſulncls and vip! + 
| lance imaginable 5 upon God's, upon ours, and upon 
; their own account. Upon (God's, becaufe they love and 
I admire that reſemblance of their own excellencies, which 
1 appear in our nature; and upon their own, becauſe 
they hope and wiſh to ſee then numbers tectuited by 
E the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, and received into 
. the place of the fallen angels. 


wi 
38 
* 


C-H A p. IV. 


Of the Love of God towards us. 


* 
"= 


$ Finn tis necvelſary, that every man ſhould 


take 4A diſtiné view of une, 6. anct when Its * 


. 
1 


N [3 f 
1 * arrived at a dur underſtanding of the homnonallle polt 
Y = God hath placed bim in, that he be careful not to cl 


. B ILonour himſelf, nor inſure 15 Maker, by ( tg lin 


A affections upon things that are below, or unworthy 0 


. his character. For objects, which confidered Imp and 
ſeparately, may appear beautiful and lovely, do yet des 


az fervedly ſink in eſteem, when compared with others con- 


4 
1 55 feſſedly more excellent. It argues preat folly to pur 
4 thinps manifeſtly deform'd 4nd „ile, 190 the leyel with 


uch as are amiable and handſome ; and 13 it a point of | 
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wiſdom to raiſe thoſe which have a noble and rea] 6, 
cellence, and neither depending upon mere Fancy no 
of the meaneſt rank of beauties, to an equal degree uh 
the higheſt and molt eminently good? Conſider ther 
my ſou], what excellencies thou art endued with, 10 
from hence take thy meaſures, what excellencies that 
are that deſerve thy love. Now, if through negligene, 
or long diſuſe of the molt exalted objects, thy eyes 4 
ſo far blinded, that thou canſt not entertain ſuch jy 
ideas of thy own condition, as the caſe requires; 1g 
thus far at leaſt, conquer thy own prejudices, as lean 
to make a juſt eſtimate of thyſelf, by the jucdgemen 


which another hath made of thee, And for this thiy 


canſt not want opportunity, becauſe the matter is f 
plain, as to give thee ſufficient direction. Thou hafte 

Lord and ſpouſe, but how exquiſitely beautiful, as Tet 
thou doſt not perfectly know, becauſe thou haſt not ſe 
his face. He ſees and knows thee throughly ; for hal 
he not done ſo, he would not love thee. He hath nat 
thought fit hitherto to preſent himſelf to thee, but he 
hath made thee many noble preſents; and given ſuch 


pledges of his kindneſs, as might at once be both aſſy 
rances and ſigns, who 1t is, that hath betrothed the; 
to himſelf, and how exceeding tender that affection is 


which moved him to this union. Couldit thou behold 
his charms, there could be no longer ground of doubt, 
For thou wouldſt be convinced, that one ſo fair, ſo hes. 
venly ſweet, one of ſuch matchleſs excellence, could 
not be ſmitten with thee, were there not in thy fon 


ſomewhat very graceful, very uncommon, to recommend 


chee, a 


dolt th 


face to 
Es this 
for inſo 
Wing tha 
[ently | 


Leers 


b manner 
of thy 
1 Bnltanc 
Pose 
F ſheu 
b ſhake, 
bc, no! 
L is fav. 
i ſtr2ordi 
erer. 
thin. 
I wiſe 
N aloe U 
Buable, 
| * ore 


ertis, 
yniver 


ere 
ber 


MEDITATIONS. 145 
thee, and engage his love. But in the mean while, how 
dolt thou behave thyſelf upon this occaſion? See him 
Face to face thou canſt not, becauſe he is abſent; and 
lis this a ſufficient reaſon for not paying him reverence, 
for inſolently and ſhameleſsly affronting him, for ſlight- 
Wins that love which thou canſt not but ſee, and impu- 
uently proſtituting thyſelf to the Juſt of ſeducing ſtran- 
gers? O do not treat him after this contemptuous 
manner! If thou canſt not as yet know all the charms 
3 thy lover, yet thou canſt underſtand the valuable 
Woltances of his love. Theſe are already actually in thy 
P. kon; ; and, if conſidered as they ought, will plain- 
Wy ſhew thee, what returns of love it becomes thee to 
Ernake, and how extreamly ſolicitous thou oughtelt to 
. not to diſpleaſe, not to deſpiſe, not to loſe him or 
his favour. The pledge he hath given thee is moſt ex- 
1 a noble gift ſuited to the majeſty of the 
rer. And, as it was below ſo great a perſon to beſtow 
EZ thing of little value; ſo were it no leſs uabecoming 
0 wiſe a perſon, to throw away things of the higheſt 
aloe upon one in whom there was little or nothing va- 
able. Great therefore is the preſent he hath made, 
bet greater ſtill in his eſteem is that which he loves in 
We! e, and which induced him to give it. 
hat thou perhaps wilt aſk, my fool, what this great 
IF is, which thy ſpouſe hath ſhewed himſelf ſo very 
bountiful, in beſtowing upon thee, Look round this 


: yniverſe, view every part of it, and tell me if thou canſt 


here diſcover any thing which does not ſome way or 
0 * do thee ſervice, Is not this the end to which 
| ＋ 
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every creature ſeems to have been deſigned ? And dc; 
not the whole courle of nature plainly promote n; 


The gratifying thy deſircs, the bringing in thy pia, 
the ſupply of thy wants, the furniſhing fore for thy 


Who ga 
comforts and delights, the doing all this in great abun. 


| loyed 17 


dance, and conſulting pot barely thy neceſſities, bet F: adifper 
even thy caſe and pleaſure. This is what the hcaver;, Nibem d 
the earth, the air, the ſea, and all the inhabitants ar! No ex 
products of each of them, are with a continual and mg! Vie of 


officious diligence employed about. The regular re. z fiene 


lutions of time, the various ſeaſons of the year, tt Þoard to 
ſtated ſucceſſions of night and day, by which the worl! 


Eobligat! 
dies and revives, grows old and young again; its fe. 


Erot to 
Adly K 


Indes, 


brick ruin'd and repair'd, its proviſions conſum'd and 


recruited ; all is contriv'd fo admirably for thy pur. 


poſe, that, as none ot theſe viciſſitudes are uſcheſs, f 'M th 
one cannot conceive how any of them could be ſnare! C.. thin 
without ſome manifeſt, ſome inſupportable inconveri- Ethee ſe 
ence. This 1 ſuppoſe thee ſenſible of; but art thn end, 
not ſenſible at the ſame time who it is that fram'd an Woract 
contriv'd this wonderful order, and diſpoſed every pa and thi 


lo edvantageouſly, that whatever diſcord appcus ut for 
Wride th 


tween each other, yet are ail unanimous 10 promotn; 
the common deſign; and conſpire to do thee ſervice 
How brutiſh is it to feed upon the benefit, aud eme Wiindign 
ignorant of thy beneſactor? The gift is evident, a but he 
is the giver a ſccret? Nay, thy own reafon will not« iſ 
low thee in vain an imagination, as, that theſe ade. 
tages are upon any account thy due, or of thy ow! 


procuring, but loudly tells thee thou owelt them all ts 


MEDITATIONS. 147 


the liberality of another, Now be that who it will, to 
whoſe bounty thou art ſo largely indebted, 'tis plain 
ne hath given us much; and no leſs plain, that he, 
who gave fo much, would not have done it, had he not 
loved auch. So the greatneſs of his aftection, and the 
liodiſpenſible obligation to ours in return are both of 
hem demonſtrable from the quality of his gift. Now 
bon extravagantly fooliſh is it not to deſire the true 
bee of one, who hath it in his power to be ſo excellent 
. friend? Not to do it of our own accord, and in re— 


ts Eoard to our intereſt, though there were no antecedent - 
rid obligation? But how impious, how perverſe, how baſe, 


Prot to love him in return, who hath been ſo inexpreſ- 
col; kind to us? If then thou loveſt other things be- 
Þfides, do it with ſuch limitations as are proper ; main- 
ſein thy character, and remember theirs; love them 


Erhce ſervice, as tokens of thy ſpouſe's love, the oift of a 
end, the bounty of a maſter ; but be ſure never to 
forget whoſe goodneſs all theſe bleſſings are owing to, 
Wand therefore be not fond of them, for their own ſake; 
but for his ſake who beſtowed them: Nor let them di- 
ide thy affections with the donor, for to take them in- 
F thy heart together with them, 1s a wrong and great 
Windignity ; and therefore they muſt be loved for him, 
bat he by and for them, and infinitely above them all, 


2 


las things below thee; as thoſe that were made to do 


1774 


Rr” 
; La 
\.» 
9 
1 
* 
9 
11 
' g 
i 


148 MEDITATIONS. 


CHAP. V. 


Of the fruition of God. 


AKE heed, my ſoul, that thou incur not the te. 

- proach of a he rlot, by doing like thoſe conmg 
proſtitutes, who have no principle but profit, and value 
the price of the gift much more than the affection of the 
giver, Thou canſt not be guilty of a more infamous, ; 
more injurious aftront, than to accept and liye upon hi 
preſents, and not to return his love. Conſider well the 


1 
xs 


| ever 


very 


value of what thou halt received; Or, if thou art not, a ; polht 
indeed thou art not able, truly to eſtimate the greatnels . give 
of his bounty, conſider however the advantage of loving thee 
him in return, Love him for his own fake ; love thy{el kind 
for his ſake; love him that thou mayeſt enjoy and be ; didit 
happy in him; love thyſelf that he may love thee. Lose 4 whil 
him in the good things he hath beſtowed upon thee, lus bis! 
him for thy own ſake, and thy felt for his ſake, Thisi N yet t 
pure and chaſte love, debaſed with no ſordid interelt, en. cont 
bittered with no torment, but delightful and genercus, b grea 
firm and laſting, Think, and recollect diligently, my 4 a be 
ſoul, what mercies thou haſt received in common vit 5 ficer 
all mankind, what ſpecial marks of favour, of which al 3 infe 
are not allowed to partake, what others, which are pe. 3 to 
culiar to thyſelf alone. He hath loved thee in commit N ſen 
with all thy fellow-creatures; he bath diſtinguilki WW be 
thee from many of them by ſingular bleſſings ; he hat A wh 
ſhewed the ſame affeQion to thee with ail good men; los 
he bath preferred thee before all evil men; and if ts ? by 
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being preferred before the evil ſeem a ſmall thing, re- 
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| fect farther, bow very many good men there are, 
whoſe bleſſings yet are come far ſhort of thine, 


CH A. ©. v4; 


The Mercies of Creation and Regeneration. 


; 1 then, my ſoul, remember that there was a 


time chat thou wert not at all, and, that thou 


erer didit begin to be, is the free gift of God. Thy 


very being then is an inſtance of his bounty, But was it 
poſible, that. before thou hadſt a being, thou ſhouldſt 
give any thing to God, which could oblige him to give 
thee that being, by way of recompence for any former 
kindneſs on thy part, No certainly, 'tis manifeſt thou 
didſt not, couldſt not deſerve any thing at his hands, 
while thou thyſelf as yet wert not any thing. Had then 
his liberality topped there, and given thee being only; 
yet this fingle bleſfing is great enough to challenge thy 
continual praiſe and love, But he hath given thee a 
great deal more than bare exiſtence z by making thee 
a beautiful and a glorious creature. Nor did the muni- 


ficence of this noble bene factor content itſelf with an 


inferior degree of beauty, for he hath wrought thee up 
to the higheſt perfection, and formed thee inio a rę- 
ſemblance of his own diving excellencies. Thus hath 
he drawn thoſe hearts to him by a likeneſs of nature, 
which he had attracted by the engagements of his 
love. He gave us beiog, and beauty, and life; that 
by exiſtence we might excel thole things that are not; 


[il 
| 
| 
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by our form, thoſe that are rude, unfiniſhed, or de. 
formed; and by our life, thoſe things that are inar;. 
mate. How deeply then art thou indebted, O my (cy, 
to him, from whom thou haſt received much, when 
yet thou hadſt nothing of thy own; and, having ng, 
thing of thy own, haſt nothing in thy power to mal; 
requital with, but only to love him, who gave thee 4b 
thou haſt ? 
given thee, out of pure love, thou canſt not make ary 
Jeſs, thou canſt not make any greater return, than thy 


For, in recompence of that which wa; 


of loving again. And evident it is, that there could not 
be any other inducement for beſtowing all theſe bene. 
fits, but the free love of God alone. 

But now I will open another and more amazing 
ſcene of kindneſs, by ſhewing thee, how low this Lord 
and ſpouſe of thine; whoſe majeſty ſhone ſo glorioully 
bright in thy creation, was pleaſed to condeſcend in the 
work of thy regeneration. In the former he appeared 
ſo high and noble, in the latter ſo little and ſo humble, 
that it is not eaſy to determine, whether of theſe tub 
extremes is a more worthy ſubje& of thy wonder and 
praiſe. In the former his power was illuſtrious, who 
conferred ſuch glorious, privileges upon thee ; in the 
latter, his mercy was no leſs illuſtrious, who ſubmitted 
to endure ſuch bitter things for thee : that he might 
raiſe thee up from the depth of miſery, into which 
thou hadſt ſunk thyſelf, himſelf vouchſafed to deſcend 
into the ſame pit, where thou layeſt grovelling and un- 
able to help thyſelf: and, the miſery which thou didi! 
then ſuſtain, he was content in pity to undergo, that 
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97 
. way mipht be made for juſtice to be ſatisfied with the | 4 
i- keſtitution of the happineſs thou had(t loſt, He came ' 
| WF town, be took upon himſelf, he endured, he vanquiſhed, / 
n ö te reſtored. He came down from the throne of God to : 
. wretched mortals ; he took upon himſelf mortality, he q 
: {MW codured affliction, and pain, and ignominy; he vanquiſh- 
It 1 ed death, he reſtored mankind, Stand ſtill, my ſoul, | +1 
and with a holy aſtoniſhment gaze on the ſeries of won- bt. 
y F ders, this ineſtimable complication of mercies, Conſider | K % 
[ : the greatneſs of his love, who did not grudge to do ſo * 
much for thee: he made thee beautiful at firſt, but hon 45 
E haſt ſully d and deform'd thyſelf by ſin. Notwithſtanding 2 
this diſhonour done to the charms thou haſt received 75 
: MW from him, thy ſtains are waſhed away, and the purity of - i 
| W thy former complexion renewed again, by his marvellous 2. 
compaffon. Thus was his love the ſole cauſe, both of | 1 
dhe gift at firſt; and of its reſtitution, When thou _ 1 


| WH hadſt no being, his love created thee: when thou had”? 
IF defaced his glorious image, his love refrethed the im— 


 W- prefliion; and to demonſtrate how exccedingly he loved 


= thee, he willingly delivered thee from death, when 


E that could be done at no leſs expence, than the laying 1 
| down his own life. He would not do it at a cheaper | = 
I rate, that ſo the price might demonſtrate the vehe- io 
$ mence of his affection, no lefs than the value of the ad- 1 
* rantages purchaſed with it. A mighty favour no doubt : 9p 


it vas, that the firſt man received from his merciful Crea- 
bor, when the breath of lifes was breathed into hn, und 
became a living ſoul, like the Cod who made him“. 


* Gen. i. 26. ii. 7. 
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But how much greater was the condeſcenſion? jg; 
much more valuable the bleſſing, when for the mz; 
that he had made, God afterwards pave himſelf; 


152 


1 acknowledge it a great thing, that I am Goc 
handy-work, and own the gratitude due upon thi: 
account; but ſure a great deal more is due, when! 
conſider, that God was pleaſed to make hiniſelf my 
ranſom, For thus there is ſo much expended upon ad 
redemption, as might almoſt incline us to believe, tha. 
man 18 a valuable conſideration for even God himſelf 
O how ſtrangely hath light ſprung out of darkness 
How happy an event was my guilt attended with, f 
the purging whereof, while this love of my Saviour dif. 
poſes him, that love is open'd to my deſires, and if | 
do but give him my heart, I am ſecure of an caly ac: 
ceſs to, and a ſure place in his. Had my miſery and 
danger been leſs, I never could have had ſo noble: 
proof of his kindneſs. Have I not reaſon then in ſome 
reſpect to bleſs that fall, from which ] rife with preate; 
No kind. 
neſs could be more, none more ſincere, more chaite, 


advantage, than if 1 had not fallen at all? 


more fervent, more pathonately expreſs'd, than that 0! 
an innocent perſon, dying for me, who had no recom: 
mendation to deſerve, none to engage his love. What 
was it then, my deareſt Lord, that thou didit love un 
me? What that thou lovedſt ſo much, as even to de 
for me? What couldſt thou find in this poor wrctche: 
creature, worth doing ſo many miracles of goodne!s, 
worth ſuffering ſo many injuries and agonies ; {or I at 
perfectly amazed at this ſtupendous diſpenſation ; and, 


Th 
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. Redeemer, cho'e idee rather than them. 
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e more 1 conſider either thee or myſelf, the leſs I find 
my ſelf able to account /or it. 

CH A b. VII. 
The Mercy of being called to the true Faith. 


HE merit and ſufficiency of this redemption ex- 
| tend to all mankind, but the means ordinarily 
Picelary to render it effectual are not diſtributed with 
1 even hand, Here then, my foul obſerve and be 


Rankful for a diſcrimination maniteltly in thy favour. 
For how numerous, and of what condition, if com- 


met to thee; are thoſe many, who have not the prc- 


tous opportunities of that grace which are allow'd to 


Wee? Thou canſt not but have heard how many pe- 
Perations of men, from the heginning of the world dovn 
} this very day, have lived and died without the know- 
Tr of the true God; how many more aid formerly, 
MF many even now ep riſh eternally, and never heard 
JE able oa redemption purchaſed by the blood of 
Pod. all thiſe thy Saviour hath” dirungmihed thee 
oc, and ſignalized his love in granting thoſe means 
ce, which none of them were thought worthy to 
_ HAR of: Th y Were left in their ignorance, and 
Wo art taken to be made wile unto falvation. But for 
* diftrence there can be but one reaſon aſhoned, 


ch is the lame fen inculcatéed already, thy blef- 


' 


4 waſter's love. Thy S oule, thy Friend. thy Jod, 
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hath given thee all poſſible demonſtrations of his Hie. 


ak 
"neſs. He hath called thee by his own name, tht . 1 
mark and memorial might reſt perpetually upon n 5 
that thou mighteſt never forge: to whom thou belors: . ſe 
eſt; he hath not given thee an empty name, but ale? 1 0 1 
advantages imported by, and accruing from it; h- hy Lic 
anointed thee with the fame 57 E, with wie, 1 128 0 


himſelf was anointed, that thou nickel! be the „ 
S 14 A » oy 4 
nointed of the anvinted, and from-Chriſt, denonings; FM 5 
in the moſt beneficial ſenle, a Chtiflian. F ol 
= CUI. 


. thy de 


ae 
or 
; 6 a4cci 


But whence. is this to the ſervant of thy Ly, 
didit thou excel in ſtrenzth, in wiſdom, or noble g. 


{cent, in riches, or virtue, or anv other qualiſcatig Nchiet 
* Y 44813 
which might entitle thee to this ſpecial favour, . bor th 


which ſo many others are excluded? iow aa 


W ch2{tit 
rich men have there been who yet have all been e beige 
! P - 12 


ſtrong, how many wiſe, how many noble, how nin 


over and rejected? This there fore is another enc):ar-WiE King 
ment of thy favour, that they, notwithſtanding aue 


$2 
oy =» o * 


pompous pretenſions, were not admitted to the! 
privileges with thee, who hadſt them not to eggs 
thy behalf, Thou wert miſerable and deform: 
naked, and poor, diſſolute and ſinful, an obj-& of ff N 
horrence and deteſtation, yet did not thy Gu (44.1 M 4 
| thee, but even in theſe wretched, theſe forbidcing cr: is vet 
cumſtances, extended to thee the liches of thi: mi Fn 
vellous compaſſion and grace. And now, my {ou!l, t!! bee g 
thou haſt ſeen thy happineſs, ſce alſo what thy duty Nele, 0 
reſulting from the ſenſe of it. For be afturev, t' um 4 
notwirhſtanding all theſe kind adyances, if thou , berg 
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hake it thy conſtant care and moſt earneſt endeavour 
| to deck and adorn thyſelf as becomes thee, thou ſhalt 
rot be admitted into the embraces of thy heavenly 
Houſe. Set then about this neceſſary work, while thou 
t time; for now is the proper ſeaſon of dreſſing 
Itelelt for the marriage. Abate thy too ſolicitous con- 
1 dan for the outward appearance of thy body, and em- 
Neo all thy pains upon thy inward man; ſet off thy 
; {ice in the beſt manner; let thy habit be clean and 


N 


4 Jcomely, thy ſpots waihed off, thy complexion clear, 
ÞB y decays and blemiſhes reſiethed, thy air modeſt and 
Negraccful, thy deportment orderly; and let it be thy 
? "= thy ooly bufincſs, fo to prepare and fit thyſelf 
J for thy Lord's approach, that the ſigure thou makeſt 
i be ſuitable to thy character, and become the 


any © 


ſeal, the majeſty of one who hath the honour of 
Wbcing a bride to an immortal huſband, a heavenly 
dag. 


e 


CCF 


E Of the Communications of Divine Grace, 


| : N let thy poverty diſcourage thee, as if I now 
4 Y adviſed to an impoſlible undertaking ; for this 


Wo is vet a farther inſtance of thy Lord's love, that he 
| burn: ſhes thee with ſuch ornaments, as he likes to ſee 
thy bee in, and ſuch as could not be procurcd any where 
Welic, did not his bounty ſupply thee with them, From 


an alone it is, that thou art put into a condition of 
) [0 ba cloathed with good works, adorn'd with alms- 
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156 MEDITATIONS. 
deeds, and watchings, and faſtings, and other accen. 
able inſtances of piety and devotion. 


colours, make up the dreſs. and fet off the beautics x 


a heavenly ſoul. Whatever is necel{ary for thy h. 


whatever for thy refreſhment and delivht, whe 
can reſtore Joſt beauty, or add to the praccſulnſ; ; 


that which thou already haſt, thou need'{} not win 
for he hath plenty of all, and diſtributes his ſtores |; 
berally, 


tice, and how abundant care hath been taken for . 


Sce now what a noble proviſion is made fe 
relief of all thy neccſhties. At firſt thou were poſſeſs 
of nothing, and he imparted to thee what was sitting 
this piſt through thy default was loſt, and he tresor 
it to theez thus art thou never forſaken in any of 1; 
diflrefies; 
less an affection thy lover bears to thee, He will te 
Jole thee; and therefore he waits with preat be: 
for thy better reſolutions, and in much 100 grant, 
frequent oprortunitics of recovering ao: ain and ap 
thoſe precious advantages, which through thy own att 
lelſnefs were often forfeited and gong. 80 that ins 
this matter, this remarkable difference deferves to! 
thankfully conſidered, that all the damage thou jultar 
eſt is entirely from thyſelf, but all the recruits of itz: 
entirely from him. And O! how many are there, s 
once received the fame advantages with thee; ! 
thouph equally favoured in the gift at firſt, yet vi: 
deny'd the privilege of having them reſtored when i 
which thou haſt had ſo very often repeated, by a N. 


All which, like 
garments of the richeſt materials, and moſt dehiphtfy 


a1 I, 


to convince thee how pencrous, how bourd 
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Þ 
4 
4 


cular indulgence of thy gracious God to thee above 
bers! The grace of doing well was never deny'd 
3 Pee, when thou weit as ready to receive and improve, 
f s he conſlantly is to give it. And, if thou become 


' Yn inſtrument of preat good, it is his mercy that exalts 


tc1 Wc to this high pitch of virtue: but if thou ſind great 
F KW: ficultics, and canſt not attain to the perfection thou 
ant A zourelt after, and cagerly defneſt, yet this ſhould be 
; | &(tcomed an effect of mercy too. For he knows befl 

What is convenient for thee, and will make a more ad- 
the 17 intagcous choice than thou cant for thylclt. And 


Berefore the way always to think well and worthily of 
| God, is to be throuphly perſuaded, that whatever he 
bes with thee and thy affairs, is wiſe and good. For 
och 1s the love of God towards us, that there is not 


n; one trial, which human nature labours under, not 


e one infirmity, to which it is ſubject, not any event 

Tie ; that befals any one of us; but he in his infinite pood- 

m neſe, and ſo far as we do not obſtruct his pracious in- 

P21 Wrcntions of kindneſs, difpoſcs it to our advantage. It 
A 


; 


na be, thou haſt not the grace of an eminent and 
1 ſedy virtue; but, while the ſtorms of temptation 
bee thee, that inconvenience is compenſated by thy 
Fi humility taking deeper root, And humility with an 
f ; allay of frailties and filings, is more acceptable to 
| . Almighty God, than virtuous actions puftcd up with 
vain- glory, and ſpiritual pride. When therefore thou 


7 3 obleryeſt any diſpenſation of Providence, do not pre— 
| = to think that ſome other method, or event, would 
lt 4+ have e been better; ; but fear his majeſty, reverence his 
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158 MEDITATIONS. 


wiſdom, and make thy prayers to him, with z ming 
entirely reſtgned to his will. Imploring his Protedig 
and aſſiſtance, in ſuch meaſures of grace, as he gy, 
fitteſt for thee; that, if there be any remains cf rl 
in thee, his mercy would take them clear away; that 
whatever good inclinations or beginnings he ſec; |; 
thee, he would promote and bring them to due pet. 
fection; and in a word, that he would at laſt brjy 
thee to himſelf, by ſuch a way as he ſhall find ny; 
agreeable to his own wiſe purpoſes. For, ſo thou 6, 
but attain the end, the means are what thou ne<d3 g 
be very ſolicitous about. That is the proper objec a 
thy deſires; but when thou extendeſt thy deſires u 
theſe too, they then exceed their juſt bounds, and, i 


is 
+ ul 


too anxious, take upon them to preſcribe to Prot. 


dence, in things which God hath reſerved to bis out 


free dif] ns 


C H A F. Ix. 
The Mercy of Inſtruction and Illumination, 


A ND now, my foul, I muſt aſk thee again an! 


again, What ſhall we render to the Lird wu 
God, for the innumerable benefits he hath done unte u.. 
Of which that thou mayeſt take another proſpect, cor 
fider, that he does not only give us cauſe to thank hin 
for the ſame good things which he beſtows upon ©: 
thers, but makes the very evils that befal us, expef. 


ments of his exceeding great love, that we in | 
manner might be moved to love him exceeding), 
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vil we endure, Thou, Lord, haſt had compaſſion on 
y ignorance and blindneſs; and by my miſery mag- 
fed thy mercy, in bringing me to the knowledge of 
hee and thy truth: and granted me a clearer under- 
T.nding in the dark and difficult paſſages of thy re- 


Per: vealed will, than many others have arrived at. Some 


rf my equals in years and natural abilities, thou ſuf— 
we Wereſt ſtill to continue in 1gnorance and error, but my 
| 3 haſt thou enlightened with thy grace, and there- 
„ ©) made me wiſer than the aged. Thou haſt endued 
ee with ſtrong faculties, a large capacity, a quick ap- 
; Mr rchenfion, a faithful memory, Thou giveſt ſucceſs to 
| if 133 agreeableneſs in converſation, im- 
or. rorement by my ſtudies, comfort in my adverſity, 


„protection in my proſperity: which way ſoever I go, 
y grace prevents and follows me; and many times, 


den | have given myſelf for loft, thou haſt by ſome 
ſadden and ſurprizing turn of mercy delivered me from 
my calamities and my fears. When I went wrong, 
thou haſt brought me back and guided me in the right 
WF when I offended, thou haſt reproved and chaſt- 


: v3 os e R * rm 
ö — — hs 


* Jened me? When 1 was in heavine is, thou haft ſup- 


= _ my ſpirits; when I fell, thou haſt fer me up 
1 U [again; when I ſtood, thou upheldſt me: thou didſt 
in 3 the me to know thee more truly, to believe in thee 
. 4 more ſtedfaſtly, to love thee more vehemently, to ful- 
nl 0 thee more eagerly. And now, O Lord my God, 
dhe joy of my life, the light of my eyes, what requital 
y, 3 hall I make thee for all thy ineſtimable mercies? Thou 
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16 MEDITATIONS, 


commandeſt me to love thee, but how can I ever |, 
thee enough? Nay, who am [indeed that thou ga 
defire or accept of my love? For thou, Lord, art my 


tit, a 
breful te 
ſtrength and my caſtle, my deliverer and my a 4 
my helper and protector, the horn of my ſalvation, ny e 2 
EMO! 


uired. 


il 
tant 


ſupport, my all; and, in a word, for that compre: 
hends the whole of what I can fay or think, thy, 0 
Lord, art my God; and whatever I have, or can d 


5 F wards 
or am, is of thee, and in thee, and by thee. 


141100 


| ld nc 
F 
N | ve a 
God's tender Care, and conſtant Preſence with 1x, hooly 2 
. ; | | ne 
41e 
TILL I muſt repeat my grateful acknow!e-. 
N 13 02 


ment, that the bleſſings I have received from thee 
are great beyond meaſure, and many beyond numbe, 


E 
. . X 1 atld! 

of theſe it ſhall be my moſt delightful entertainment . 
; 5 Brlieſt 

always to be talking; and, Lord, I beſcech the; i 

. | 1 

grant me a mind truly thankful, that my mouth nz; WF. | 
. ; : | (10-11 

be ever ſull of thy praiſe, and my heart overflow u 
thy love, for thy infinite goodneſs to me, Thou [cc], = 
* W. 

my foul, what noble pledges thou haft, and ee 


pledges ſufhciently declare the affection of that ſpoal: WM. - 
who gave them. Take care then to preſerve thy chi 


rity and fidelity entire. Let no impure deſires, n0 x \ f 

dulterous Juſt pollute or divide thy affection; but beg E Ay 
thee only unto him to the laſt moment of thy life, q 4p 
thou wert formerly an harlot, yet now thy virgin inns 0 # 


cence is reſtored. For ſuch is the excellence ofs 
wonderful love, that it reltores purity to them that bil I 
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t it, and preſerves it unblemiſhed to them who are 
[yl to retain it. Let then the greatneſs of his mercy 


* 4 * is p_ - 4 2 x 
my rer lip out of thy mind, but conſider how tenderly 
"BB loves thee, who never was wanting to thee in any 


my FI of his kindneſs which thy condition re— Is 

PB ed. 1 cannot but confeſs, when I reflect upon the þ N 

ant preſence, and the abundance of bis mercies Be 

(9, prerds me, that I am almoſt tempted to ſay, that my 10 

ration is his only buſineſs and care. For ſure he | F 

| ul not be more tender of my ſafety, more ready to 1 b 

de all my diltreſſes, to comfort all my ſorrows, to Th 

g. bo ly Fen my wants, to guard me in all my dangers, 3 

ö , uld he be ſuppoſed to overlook the cxigencies of all 129 

8 | other creatures, and confine his good providence to 4 % 
er bone. So watchful does he ſhew himſelf over all 
1 y affairs, Io ever profes to, nay, ever preventing my 
2 TY wiſhes, Wherefoever I go, he forſukes me 
65 * whereſoever I am, he ſtands by me; vihatiloever 
by Jo, he ſtrengthens and ſuccours me; he is a conſtant 
I ) Wer ver of all my behaviour; and ach is his gooducls, 
os t 1 whatever commendable attempts 1 make, he works 
by eber with me in them, and by the ſucceſs winch I 

wy 


A : 1 5 
in gradually, ſnews me that he condeſcends to 
Work, no! according to the efiicacy ot his own almighty 


E 3 * 
Ver, but in proportion to my weak capacity. Tile 


1 . 4 » oF * * ! 
ences Make it indifſputably ciear, that though the 


en 1 IR 3 IN ' 

* Le STLUCUION 091 GUI DUSLEHL {+: re V1 II nat GW US TIO 
bis fico, yet we cannot be fo ſtupidly blind,; 

3 > BD face, Vel We canpot be. 10 pid! Und, as not 


lenſible of his prelen CS. PT. le Ce, Which can 


4 rn 2 
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Ye be concealed, than it can be avoided, 


% 
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But while my thoughts are engaged upon this fi 
ject, I feel a new and unuſual pleaſure, that mls 10 
ſtrong, ſuch delightful impreſſions, as ſeem to tranſpon 
and carry me out of my ſelf, - Methinks I am in 40 10 
ſtant chang'd, and become quite another creature, 2 
Joys come flowing in upon me, more exquiſite thy; 
am able to expreſs. My conſcience is all over fate 
tion; the anguiſh of my paſt ſufferings is quite ſy, 
lowed up, and not ſo much as a troubleſome fenen 
brance of them left behind. My mind is enlarg'd, ny 
underſtanding clear and bright, my heart and its af. 
tions enlightned and purify'd ; all my deſires fill' uit 


duchſa 
en, N 
omes . 
omes | 
erfe tl 
taite 
If; to 
e ful 
py con 
Wl the 1 
preraſt 
ſis mar 


pleaſure, and my ſoul is perfect rapture and tum thy 
I am no longer here methinks, but tranſlated ; 1 kill Irtepal 
not how, nor whither, to ſome unknown region g ſod gr: 


bliſs; J embrace, as it were, with a molt ardent oe {i 
— dear object with which I am not yet pers 
acquainted: I hold him faſt, and ſtrive all I can ger 
to part with him more; but ſtill it is with a ſon o 
delightful difficulty, that 1 ſtruggle not to le it 
break from me, which of all things I wiſh to keep is 
ever in my arms. For in him my foul ſeems to har 
found the complement and end of all her deſires, Tit 
thought creates that eager and inexpreſhble tranipur 
of joy; that ſhe ſeeks nothing, covets nothing beyond 
it; but would eſteem her happineſs compleat, could 


ſromil: 
Wl! pol 
Peet 
a s 
it ar 
Pere. 
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continue always to be as now ſhe iy. What can this. 

licious object be, that pours in ſuch a torrent of rata 

ous and uncorrupted pleaſure ? Is it my beloved? e kit 
doubtedly it can be none but he, Tis thus my Lon end 
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en, not to be diſcern'd by any of my ſenſes, He 
omes to touch me, but not to ſhew me his face. He 
omes to put me in mind of him, but not to let me 


ben tate of his ſweetneſs, but not to give me his whole 
e, to gratify my deſires, but not to beſtow upon me 
. falaeſs of his excellencies. . However, this is what 
r condition will admit, what 1 ought to receive with 
!, ro! the thanks and gladneſs poſſible: for it is an aſſured 
e tetaſte of heaven, an inviolable earneſt and token of 
wit | is marrying me to himſelf. And bleſſed, ever bleſſed 


Fe thy mercy, for theſe aſſurances, theſe comfortable 
Inepalts of future happineſs: thou, Lord, art good 


Poſe ſupporting conſolations, whereby thou, who haſt 
$romiſed, that my ſoul ſhall have a diſtinct view and 
l poſſeſſion of thee hereafter, doſt convince her, how 
Peet that enjoyment, and how precious the promiſes 
bf it are, by condeſcending to give her a taſte of thee 
Pere. 


e VO TE WEE qa 


* he Benefit of our Bodily Senſes, and the Preſerva- 
5 vation of our Lives. 


OW fervently then oughteſt thou, my ſoul, to 
þ love this good God, who hath been ſo exceed- 
: pg kind to thee! Nor am I yet, or ever ſhould I be at 
1 1 end, did I undertake to recount all his benefits. But, 


unchſafes to viſit me. He comes in ſecret, not to be 


«rf:aly underſtand him. He comes to me to give me 


pd gracious, and canſt not worthily be praiſed, for 


—— — — 
* 
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to keep cloſe to what thou canſt not ſure but fer] ;,, 
ſee daily and hourly, it ſhall be next my endeavgy 


| grt10Nnt 


Lich | 


tg 

kindle and fan this divine flame, by putting thee j hat t 
mind of ſuch as thou carrieſt about with thee, ass., 
thyſelf a living monument of, Conſider then, 11. thin 
Praiſe, what thanks, what devout zeal are due tc Him übt, 
who converted the defires of my parents, which, (Mie inf 
the corruption of human nature, are tainted ard eee 
baſed with an aliay of impurity, to a proſitable pur which 
poſe; and made ule of theſe for creating me of 1); MT 
ſubſtance ; who breathed into me the breath of 15 Yon: 0 


brought me to juſt maturity for birth, and put a ue 
ference between me and thoſe, which, periſhins by us 1 The | 
timely abortions, or ſtrangled at the gate of the won, Pound 
ſeem to have been conceived for death rather than l 1 tertai 
It is of his mercy alone, that I am; it is a yet mer N And 

valuable effect of the ſame mercy that J am a ma; Vith 

that I was endued with an underſtanding ſpirit, v4 be! 


& 9 


makes a very advantageous diſtinction between e dat 
brutes. To the fame mercy I owe the comely om Prior 
this body, and the perfect uſe of thoſe fevcra! ory 0! ©! 


124 PR . 
= {0 1!) 


of ſenſe, ſo commodiouſly placed init, Hence | hin 


4 . *1 . 9 . 4 
eyes for ſeeing, ears for hearing, noſtrils for [fi c0:0 


hands for handling, a palate for taſting, fect for vis W 0! e 


ing; and, which crowns all the reſt, a health ſuln 


ſtitution for my unſpeakable eaſe and comfort, A mer 
not this another moſt wonderful inſtance of goodrel q 10 0 
that God hath made ſuch plentiful proviſion for i b the 
ſervice, the entertainment, the delight of the {zi Z are 
and ſuited objects ſo to the organs, that each 1571 I if 1 


9 
of 
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ortioned to the uſe and convenience of that ſenſe, 
erh it was deſign'd to gratify and miniſter unto? 
hat there are many bright bodies, many delighttul 


bonds, many {ect ſmells, many grateful reliſhes, ma- 


nc 
wh things that pleaſingly affect the touch. For this, no 
) hin dubt, the good providence of God had in view, when 


e infuled {ſuch dilerent qualities into the bodies 


rated by him, that there ſhould be no ſenſe of man, 

Kutch from thence might not find a delight peculiar to 
FE: and thus we ſce, that fight is qualified to perceive 
Yon: fort of objects; hearing, another; tafling, another; 

c and the touch a difterept kind from all the former. 
The beauty of colours feeds the fight; the harmony of 
E funds delichts our ears, the fragrancy of perfumes en- 
Ntertains our ſmell, and the delicious reliſhes our taſte, 
Ind who can expreſs the valt variety of impreſſions, 
q with which our ſenſes are oratetully wrought upon? 
3 Theſe are ſo many, and ſo different in each ſenſe ſingly, 
1 chat if any one be conſidered apart, one would think 
b Providence had made it its buſineſs, to contrive plenty 
b of amuſements and pleaſures for that alone. There is 
BE  incxprefiible a beauty reſulting from the diverſity of 
; colours to pleaſe the eye, and ſo many charming ſounds 
I of different ſorts to delight the ear; ſuch a vaſt uſe— 
baulgeſs attending thoſe that are articulate, whereby 
men without any difficulty communicate their thoughts 
to one another, relate things alrcady paſt, diſcourſe of 
the preſent, predict the future, and diſcloſe thoſe that 
are ſecret, and mult otherwiſe continue unknown, that 
if mankind were left deſtitute of theſe conyenigacics, 
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their life would be but very little better than beaſts i 
now to all the advantages of ſpeech 1 ſhould ag nig 
other entertainments of this fonſe, which clit ech 
the choirs of birds abroad, or from the meloly of ty, 
man voices, or from thoſe improvements an muy ation 
of natural muſic by art and inflraments ; in wn e 
allowed me, that the ſeveral kinds of hatmony zue g 
infime variety; of fo preat indevd they aro, thatth 
wit of man cannot conceive all the Parton kinds 
nor words explain and defeorbe them diflincily, 1s 
ye. all thate are contrived for the ſervice an ehh 
of the ear, 50 nobly is this ſingſe ſenſe provided to, 
A great deal might be fav to the ſame purpole, on 
cernng the objects pleaſmable to the taſte and th 
touch. But the relemblance between the vale of the 
and the former 1s (0 preat, that my reader may ct! 
make us obſervations upon them, by what bath ges 
dy been fan concermnyg thole, 

And, as our ſenſes, and right difpoſiion of t 
organs which ferve them, is a very valuable bots, e 
is it hkewile, that our Timbs have all their doc plac 
and haute; that no part of our body is le diftorid; 0 
defechve, as to be painful to onrlelyes, or to make on 
deformity a fubyect, either of melancholy to on teen 
or relations, or of felt and feorn to rangers. bt 
which is yet of higher importance, within this boy © 
commodiouſly ordered, I have a glonous inhahnege, 
an underſtanding ſpirit ; capable of diſcerning avs. © 
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. appinels and perfection, qualified to ſeek and find its 


ih reator, to deſire and palp atter him, to piniſe and 


| lian leave, and be unted to him, by the cement of a mot 
dent and inviolable love, 
to 00's goodneſs to me, l acknowledge in, that 1 was 
Kerb for the plottous times of the golpel; horn in a 
Meg ; witty, where Ins holy truth ve prof: (eds and Among 
Nach friends as took ef Ciual care to ine and ella. 
% me in the (auh, and make me a partaker of the 
F fed Sacraments, uss a mecy which vaſt minbere 
TR have not enjoyed, ant therefore 4 have ll 
Wi Tat realor to be thank fol en ft: free their cons 
Cg. ſt IN and fine are in Other 1 [pris the [ang *:- Hor 
az [ Foal T1 ANY qualificatic T4] that ane e me 
| - pre ference, 1 emen me ter fer bin lat 7 4 
Nn. which hath not been in ie manner een 
| = I its ſum and mr Ant MT gien 
b providence 18 this, Mat Cr s jſt IT eving 1 14115 
# if tet OR Rates ene „I EP 
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5 aſe 100 oats my parent's ue, 


Of tir; ohot | p- 
ent 71 tre thin , that h 1/18 
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0 * Ned. ation was if Fas tit th; Care hm NAY 
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A Wc lorrc(; ard Natur! 31 7 7700 Ft 
i e many dreadful difafters, which Some orb ors did 
2 1 Was 2qually TFIAG kc ſitter by « that the ſire Hath 
| r burnt ht figured me, nor the water fwallogyes 
1. - 

We 2 tp; that evil ſpirits were never permitted to 


nt me; that God bath hut the months of rhe 
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me back from many a dangerous. precipice, aj m_— nem 
ſerv'd me from falls, and pits, loſſes or mu \ efcap! 
limbs, to which the giddineſs of childhood, 1 a ! 


heat and folly of youth are perpetually expos'( are me 


14106 


laſtly, that I was bred up all along in the ty * dſt ref 


and obedience of him, and his will, tal J am ee, 1 


years of diſcretion, and made that ſervice of Gy, ol return 
act and choice, which 1 was diſpos'd to bufore by 1 nd mee 


happy prepoſſeſſions inſus'd into me by other: Poande 
40 co 
CHAP; NI. y rep! 
* | 


God's Long-ſ{uffering and Mercy which preſe1;') 1, Wi 
K. 7 in 


from, and forgave us after, the Commillicn of 5 c 
| Won, # 


O great, ſo numerous, O Lord my God, are th: F the | 


proofs which thou haſt given me of thy matte. com 
lous love! But, though I praiſe and adore thy mae 1 
for all thy wondrous works, yet art thou more n 
to be admir'd for none, than for thoſe acts of y0olrs fem 
and tender pity, which plainly ſpeak the moſt entry! 
bowels of our heavenly Father's paternal ail. on, ty 
his unwortby and rebellicus children. Thele arc iv un 
bounded, as to reach all without diftinction. For thu 
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deſpiſeſt no man, caſteſt off no man, abhorreſt no ma, 
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except ſuch only as by their own incorrigible fol hart ad g 
given thee provocation, by firſt forſaking, and con N. 
temnipg thee. And thercture 1, O Lord, in particle, hou 


muſt own, that J have many mercics, and much 10.1 


gence of this kind to love and thank thee for. to 


thou haſt frequently reſcued me from dangers xh 
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ee bemm'd me in on every ſide, and left me no power 


"eſcape, by any ſtrength or prudence of my own. 
hen 1 was engag'd in ſiaful actions, thou didſt not 
ge me to periſh in them: when I forgot thee, thou 
1} refreſh my memory: when I was falling off from 
ee, thou didſt recal and bripg me home again: when 
return'd in obedience to that call, thou didſt receive 
d meet me with open arms; and when my foul was 
8 ornded with grief for my former tranſgreſſions, thou 
comfort my ſorrows, pardon my offences, accept 
. e tance, and Os peace to my troubled mind, 
Ky, 1 ſhould detract from the greatneſs of thy mer- 
„ in 3 ing the benefit of ſo gracious a par- 
** for my paſt We tranſgreſſions only: ſince it is 


lite fame mercy alone, that not only the crimes real- 
committed by me, but all thoſe too, which I ſhould 
. committed, had not thy grace and good provi- 
Pence reſtrain'd and protected me, are not ſuffer'd to 
n me my reckoving at the laſt terrible day of ac- 
5 nt. For, as I do with ſhame and deep remorſe con- 
i that the ſins J have fallen into are many and priev- 


; ſo 1 am ſadly ſenſible of my own weakneſs and 


 _ What they now have done, had not thy watchful care 


t . goedneſs preſerved me. , 
2 


do there are three ways, which I plainly perceive 
8 ou hait made uſe of to this purpoſe; and each hath 
Nea contributed to my ſafety. Theſe are, the re- 
RE al of the occaſion, the power of reſiſtance, and the 
8} egrity of my will and affe&ions, For, without all 
; v 


1 railty, and, that my ſaults would have far exceeded 
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diſpute, I had been very frequently enſnarcd in g. 
temptations and opportunities offered themſe}y;5 41. 


to me; but the good providence of God ſo od 
matter, that many times I had no evil ſy-ge4.,. 


10056 
2 ily 


prompting me to wickedneſs, nor any opportunity 


fYy 
ven 
F » +; 


the tempter for an afſ.ult. Again, I have fragte Wy 
found myſelf attacked with great violence; bat the k; V 
O Lord, haſt come to my ſuccour, and pourc.] in ich we 
recruits of grace and ſtrength, whereby I was «iſ ©?" 
to get the maſtery over my appetites, ard o. 0 
to hold out the ſiege, againſt the treachery of mg= cdeſt 
corrupt luſts, which would have betrayed and unde telt m 
mined me; and all the fury of the tempter, . 11, re! 


boured to ſtorm the fort of my foul. But ſom: be 
gain there have been, which thy mercy, O Lot, | 
kept me at fo great a diſtance from, that 1 pass! 


abtorred the very thoughts of them; and, never hs 
myſelf fo much as moleſted with any temnratics iS * 
contract ſo black and deteſtable a guilt. is tl 
O that this had been the caſe with me in all 44 WS 
that offend the God of purer eyes than to beho!! tr ch! 

quity ! but, where it was not, I have not wanted . | 
tiful experience of thy goodneſs and comfaſion, Fr wy 
alas! my God, my conſcience reproaches me wi: ': hrs any, 
ing too often and too heinouſly diſpleaſed thy dt _- 
majeſty. Wretch that I am, I have behaved m{: ls 
unſeemly in thy preſence, I have done amifs and d 
Un, 


wickedly, provoked thy anger, and defcrved then 
teſt of thy vengeance. I have tranſgreſſed, and tht! = 
haſt born with it, I have ſinned long and pere, 
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1 fill thou ſuffereſt me to live. If I repent thou 
n while I dally and am fo dilatory in this, my moſt 


eus thoughts, When I wander, thou bringeſt me 
; when I reſiſt thy gracious methods, thou win- 
me over and inclineſt my will. When I am floth- 

,: tou quickeneſt and ſpurreſt me on; when I flee 
thee WO mercy, thou ready extendelt it: thou in- 
tuclt my ignorance, thou drieſt up my tears, ſup- 
elt my drooping ſpirits, raiſeſt me up again when 
; ll, repaireſt my breaches and ioward decays, grant- 
" when I aſk, art found when 1 ſeek thee, openeſt 
20 I knock; ſheweſt me the good way, and teacheſt 
| to walk in it, when thou haft diſcovered it to me. 
gaace of being thus favour'd upon my own ſoli- 
ous applications, is indeed very great; but greater 
s that, by which thy liberality, O Lord, even pre- 
* my application to thee. And yet even thoſe gifts 
Bic | have received at thy bountiful hand, before [ 


. 25 


ab, or with, or even think of them, are ſuch that 


Wl! 1 attempt to declare, and ſpeak of them parti— 
me 


Lal, they would be found more than 1 am able to 

Wen. Had theſe unaſk'd benefits prevented my re- 

eds and wiſhes then only, when the greenneſs of my 

Kar: 5 underſtanding rendered me POE of dif- 

4 ce Fning my wants, and addreſſing to thee for proper 

Ke for plies; this had been a compaſſion in ſome degree 

* Try, to the ignorance of my childhood, or the in- 

i eration of my youth. But, which enhances the 
| 5 * 2 


ft me, if return thou receiveſt me gladly. Nay, 


portant concern, thou waiteſt for my better and more 
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obligation yet more, I find the ſame goodneſs c 


ce of t 


ing, and even preventing me ſtill, though arriy.q ,, Mi forte! 
a 10 


age of maturity and judgment. When I am Qualifi 


! 


to preſent before thee ſupplications ſuited to à df 


of my wants, when I am in a condition of ſechien ech! 
SG. "i * 
and deſiring and cleaving ſtedfaſtly to thee, as my i! 


and only good. But, O wonderful love! cy esd 


thou giveſt when I aſk not, thou art with me, ebe 


look not after thee, thou imparteſt to me thoſe e 


able benefits, which I have not a juſt regard Herm 
; — Wh . 


ny, which 1 am ſo far from dcfiring, as even to f. Pobear 
{pile them. | Wed 
Another mercy of the ſirſt quality, I cannot bur 


Where \ 


ſteem that providence of thine, which gives thy ny; nine 


charge over me. That a creature ſo frail and (, :;Meon!s e 


pos'd, ſhould have a conſtant guard of thy appoirtm:r inne 


and not be left to travel through this hazardous x nd 
troubleſome wilderneſs of a world, like a ſtranger hdi 


enemy's country, naked and alone; but have poys: Is 


ful protectors, and molt affectionate guides tu ke 


alone 


him company, and be an unſeen ſecurity to him, Ti 


cious they are in thy fight, that thou art pled tow 
ploy thoſe bright and glorious iris in inet 
continually for them who ſhall he heirs of ever. 
ſalvation. 

But above all, I muſt needs admire that urwent 
patience and pity, which no provocations of mine cut 
harden againſt me, ſo far as to withdraw the tt 
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de ol that preſerving providence, though I have juſt- 


it 1 owe the being (till in che land of the living, 


©] the having c{caped the many dreadful diſaiters, 
ich ſtood ready to devour and deſtroy me. For what 
in 1 ſay, why the earth hould not long ago have 


Lond her mouth and fWallaw'd me up, why 1 have 


* 


— 


ot been {truck through with hot thunderbolts, blaſted 
ith lichtaing, drown'd in the waters, or ſoffer'd fome 
Eotimely or uncammoa death, which might evidently 
Popear to carry the marks of a ſional vengeance, in- 
&: i on me for the heiuouſnefs of my fins? This 
ot was reaſon enough to apprehend : For, when by 
: inning 1 departed from my God, I did henceforth not 
Joni) dclerve thy anger, and to be pumſh'd by thy Hand 
Punediatel) but I put myſelf into a (tate of hottility, 
* armed the whole creation againſt me. Thus we 


dit here below, that if any great man's Er v ant re- 


IIlone, but the whole family reſent the thing, and lock 
W 1202 themſelves concerned to punith the defection to 
I the utmolt of their. power. And I, by parity of rea- 
bs, after incurring the diſpleaſure of thee, my God, 
W the maker and governor of all things, ce4{.d t deſerve 
3 any friendſhip or good offices from any branch of this 
3 thy numerous family“; and might expect, that every 
creature ſhould rite up againſt me, and fight the quar- 
el of their incenſed Lord, The earth might ſay, 1 
| owe thee no ſuſtenance, and, inſtead of nouriſhing, 


* Wild: v. 37; 


Grfcited it long àgo. And to this Jam ſenſible it is, 


Wro't from his maſter, he does not exaſperate his Lord 


174. MEDITATIONS: 


ought rather to ſwallow thee up, becauſe thon NIR 
deſerted my maker and thy king, and liſted yer 
the ſervice of his enemy, the devil. The fun 1 
tell me, that he ought not to ſhed his beams 9. I | 
head, for the comforts of light and cherilli(;;- 8 im 
but if at all, to ſcorch me up; or elſe to hid. Re 
beams and withdraw them quite; that my fact. 45 
convenience ought now no longer to be his cat. q 
only, how to revenge the dithonour done to that l 
who is the ſource of liglit, and by whole bright:y.c., 
is that he ſhines at all. Thus every creature, jr ;. 


turn and reſpective capacity, miglit threaten and us. 
braid my rebellion againſt our common maker and x 
'vernor, Theſe, I am well aſſured, are weapons which 
God hath often made the inſtruments of his anory f. 
tice, againſt them who affront and Jive in defiance cb 
him and his laws : but in truth there is no nee} eth, 
iſſuing out a freſh commiſſion, or ſetting them on «©. 
on this occaſion; for {hould God only withdraw the 
reſtraint he keeps upon the creatures, they would, ay 
when once left to themſelves, ſoon make examp'es of I Nn 
ſinners: and their not doing it every day mat 
wholly be imputed to that controlling power, W 1 
checks and keeps them in; becauſe he who made u; 
loves us, becauſe he is long ſuffering and tender, ro: 


d: firing the death of a ſinner, but rather tat ': * 


| : Eos 
ſhould be converted and live X. | 0 ; 
But ſure, when 1 fit down and compute my 0bl111- WE. 


'. aht 
tions, the more and greater I find theſe to be, the mote | 


* Exckicl xvili. 
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ab fal, more entire, more ready and cheerful I oupht 
new myſelf in my obedience, for fear at leaſt the. 
ſpenlio on of the puniſhme nt add to the V eig aht of 1 Ks 


+ ſorbearance abuſed inflame the wrath of God, 1 


roportion to the time and. the baſcneſs, of my having 
-xrended to me in vain, O let us then, my ſoul, lay 
rioull to heart the wonderful compaſhon of God, in 
Ft cut ing us off in our ſins; let us admire that grace 
; * which he hath elected us that we ſhould be veſſels 
Vnerer prepared unte glory; let us adore that in- 
5 ompre! enfible love wherewith he hath loved us. For 
1 this account did he waz? patiently, incline his ear 
„e, and hear my calling ® ; turning his eyes away 
3 m my iniquities, as if he were Joth to fee the greats 
bel of thoſe tranſgreſſions, which his mercy diſpoſed 
'F m not to puniſh, Therefore, I tay, did he overlook, 

** were, and made as though he did not ſce, that 
t commend the exceeding preatneſs of his pa- 
and give us the ampleſt teſtimony of his love. 
oc end (for I perfectly remember, and feel the 
| Tr ay did he pierce my heart, rouſing it out of 
| * Ictharpic : {tupicity, and making it ſenſib! - ur 


1 


*. rouſly it was wounded and bruiſed with ſin, that ſo 
| it might underſtand its own condition, and groan under 

] 5 angnith of a broken ſpirit, He led me down to the 
| N 0 ; of hell, ſhewed me the flames and fiends, the 
ments and horrors of that diſmal place prepared fox 
| 05 damned; and when he had thus brought me to a 
pit of my 500 and danger; when my heart Was 

fal: Xl. 
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- overwhelmed with grief and terror, and almg? ſonk] 


how many are there, who, though they pals yer jr 
jury, ſo as at no other time to make the offender fy 
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any en 
8 St. 

erat 
jeep thi 
2s St, | 
perſect 
Ml [un 
11 kin 
ors We 


deſpair ; then did he turn again and revive me, |,, ; 
freſh comforts upon my ſoul, inſpired me fit yy 
hopes of pardon for my ſins, and then beſtowed thy 
pardon which he had ſuſtained me with the hopes of 
And this pardon is ſo frank, ſo abſolute, that all 
guilt and reſentment is wWholly taken away by it; ; 


„ 1 8 3 1. . 
will not now, I'm fure, take this revenge in my 5 


5 


demnation he will not expoſe. me to ſhame by 0 


braiding me with my offences ; he will not fuer 2 any 
"I Cult 
unkind remembrances of What a Wretch 1 | have 4 


» i 


6 cho 


te Al 98 1 5 L | 
heretofore, to len his love of me, is l am tm | 
| "Wing ch 


And theſe are all very engaging contideratiots; 5 


for it, yet take the liberty of frequently ciſling 1 
teeth? or, if they ſmother their reſentments in f. 0 
lence, yet bear a ſecret procge, and remember the ty} 

with bitterneſs and rancour? Either of which is aa u 
diſtant from a true and full forgiveneſs. But noitin ly tf 
can be more unlike than theſe, to the clemerey 226 Lp 
benignity of the divine nature. For God gives liberal ima. 
and forgives abſolutely; and, that repentigg fingen F anc 
may want no encouragement to truſt in his meicy, and Jude, 
depend upon a favourable reception, When they hay rengt] 
recourſe to him, the preatnels of the guilt we ae i race, 
{ured is no bar to pardon ; for where the 0/once  Miſers ti 
tounded, there it is often manifeſt, that grace is wont feta 
much more to abound *. Of this the ſcriptures ſurnili r inte 


* Rom. vi. r. 
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ay eminent teſtimonies for our conſolation, Such 
is St. Peter, who, after having thrice ſolemnly and 


ep three {cyeral times committed to his truſt *, Such 
+; St. Paul, who from a blaſphemer of the truth, and 
perſecutor of the church of God, was made a choſer: 
7 unto Chriſt, to bear his name before the Gentiles 
I tings, and the children of Iſrael |. Such, once 
ore was St. Matthew |, who from fitting at the receit 
cuſtom, and the infamous character of a publican, 
s choſen to be an apoſtle, and had the honour of 
ing the firſt writer of the New Teſtament. 


G H A P. XII. 
The Power of Maſtering Temptations. 


O all his former valuable gifts, God hath been 

pleaſed to add that of continence, By which I 
can the power of reſiſting and abſtaining from, not 
ly the pleaſures of fleſh and ſenſe, but all other 
Emptations ard vices whatſoever, to which it is no leſs 
| mina to yield, than it would be to thoſe of carna- 
* y and luxury. And 1 muſt own with all due grati- 


de, that I in this reſp-& have found myſelf fo 
ale 13 as of late, by the aſſiſtances of divine 
. | 


race, to exerciſe that maſtery over my appetite for a 
f ng time together, which formerly I was ſeldom able 
1 o retain for three poor days, without ſome ſad defect 
r interruption. And this I count fo very happy an al- 
Mat. xx. John xxi, + Acts ix. 15. 1 Mat. ix. 

7. 


berately denied his Lord, had the care of Chriſt's 
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Some perhaps there are who have but a mean ef 


what can aggravate our perils or our mifery more thi 


fiſting the forces that fight againſt us? Kill them 
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Four | 
arts, a 


teration, as to challenge that acknowledgment of praiſe 
He that is mighty, hath done for me great thing; * 
nters 4 
The 
gan kia 
Uthe b 
aſeen, 
or doe 
Meum: 


TE! 
of this bleſſing; but to me, it appears a very fip 


one. For am ſenſible what enemies I have 9 4, 
counter, and how very great a proportion of {ren 
is neceſſary, for waging this ſpiritual war with 1570 
lerable ſucceſs. The firſt enemy, which makes beg 
againſt this virtue of ours, is our own fleſh ; and j, 
aſſaults upon it are thoſe perpetual Iuſtings againſt j, 
ſpirit, which every man hath ſuch woful experience 
in his own breaſt. Now this is an enemy, from whe; 
cruelty there is no running away; 'tis a domeſtic fy 
an inteſtine war, and conſequently a combat of infiiy 
hazard and danger. Thou canſt not, O my ſoul, d. 
poſſeſs or drive him out of thy quarters, the condi 
of thy nature hath tied him cloſe to thee, and can 
him about thou muſt whereſoever thou goeſt. in 


ans Us 
is mal 
ume, 
eans 1 
ho nc 
ven tC 
uiſhed 
ings;! 
Wotice | 
We the « 
x aſter] 
1 hat 1 
Wow v 
1 that 


this, that we are under an indiſpenſible necetty of fu, 


mult not, and ſtarve them out we cannot. Cone 
this, and then tell me, how ſtrict a watch thou og 
to keep over a ſeducer that lieth 22 thy boforr 7, 

But neither is this the only adverſary we hare b 
engage with; there is another which Jays cloſe ſeg 
and compaſſeth us in on every fide, I mean, the pt 
ſent evil world, which hath no leſs than five arent 
always open to make his approaches by; the fire ſerls 

Luke i. + Gal. v. 17. + Micah vii. 5. 
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four body, through which he wounds me with his 
irs, and ſo death comes up into my windows, and 
„lers into my palaces *, 

The third is that common and inveterate enemy of 


| the beaſts of the field +. An enemy that attacks us 
aſzen, and conſequently more difficult to be avoided. 
or does he always proceed in the ſame method ; but 
metimes fall on with open violence, ſometimes tre- 
ans us by ſecret cunning and fraudulent infinuation : 
is malice however, and his cruelty, are always the 
ame, and the end he drives at by the moſt different 
eans is conſtantly our miſchief and eternal ruin, And 
ho now 1s ſufficient, to vanquiſh, ſhall I ſay? nay, 
en to h. d out, and keep himſelf from being van- 
uiſned by this triple alliance, and joint force? Theſe 
ings are what I thought fit to have the more expreſs 
tice taken of, that men might have the juſter notion 
the excellence, but withal the difhculty too, of that 
1 aſterly virtue, which I mean here by continence. 


Wow valuable a gift they have received from God, and 
1 that ſenſe might excite their hearts to a more earneſt 
Ne of their preſerver and great benefactor, who alone 
? jould beſtow it upon them. For 2zt f. through the Lord 
3 at we do all the great ads of this kind, and tread 
F em under that 1iſe up againſt us |, He it is, that 
7 bdues and crucifies our fleſh, with its affections and 
P Ils: he chat protects us againſt this preſent evil 
* Jer. ix. 31. + Gen. ili. + Pfal, xliv. 

Z 2 


ankind, that old fer penty which is more ſubtle than 


W hat they who are happy in it might be duly ſenſible, 


God affords me ſuch grace, as may qualify me for i 
heriting the bleſſings of eternal life. And this [ tl 
chiefly to conſiſt in zhree things: the hatred of yl 
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world, and mortifies us to all its vanities ; and he iis, WY being 
that breaks the ſerpent's head, and bruiſes Satan unde found 
our feet, with all his wicked wiles and temptation: are t 
Is there not reaſon then from the contemplation of thi expre 


virtue, of the conquelts it makes, and the power A whicl 


making them, which is received from above, to Mi the p 
out again and again, He that is mighty hath dy; {+ niſec 


ane great things, and holy is his name? ing h 
| } yer { 
CH A FP. XIV. | E Hart 


ö * da 
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1 
* fin 
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| © th 
fo 


The Benefit of a Holy Hope. 


V being enabled to vanquiſh temptations, I am 
into a condition of eſcaping eternal death; by 
it is yet a farther inſtance of mercy, that the Lord ny 


evil, the contempt of preſent good, and, the defire oi * th 
that good which is to come: which deſire is alſo {yy | fied 
ported and inflamed by another precious gift of Gol i to t 
the hope of obtaining that future bleſſedneſs. M bc! 
there are likewiſe three conſiderations, which up nex 
and ſtrengthen my heart in this hope: and tha ; lov 
firmly, that no want of deſert on my part, not era WW pre 
the loweſt and moſt mortifying thoughts of my e if 
neſs and unworthineſs, nor the higheſt and molt & th 
larged notions of the excellence of that bliſs in heairn, ca 
can caſt me down from this high tower of hope. dc 


my ſoul is rooted and grounded in it, paſt the pouert 
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being ſhaken with any melancholy miſgivings. And the 
ſoundations that bear me up in all this firmneſs of mind 
are three. Firſt, I conſider the greatneſs of God's love, 
expreſſed in my adoption. Secondly, the truth of God, 
which hath promiſed this bleſſedneſs. And, thirdly, 
the power of God to make good whatever he hath pro- 


| niſed, to the uttermoſt. Let then my fooliſh deſpond- 
ing heart raiſe ſcruples to confound me, and object ne- 
| yer ſo importunately ; Vain man, conſider what thou 


© art, and what thou fondly imagineſt thou ſhalt one 


| day be; what canſt thou ſee in thyſelf, a creature 
ſo little, ſo polluted, to think that ever thou ſhould(t 


* attain to a ſtate of ſuch purity, ſuch excellent glory? 


| © canſt thou diſcern any proportion at all between a 
| © finite creature and infinite happineſs ? Or art thou 
able todiſcover any ſuch extraordinary merit to ground 


© thy hopes upon, as ſhould incline God to exalt thee 
ſo much above what nature ſeems to have qualified 
© thee for ?* Theſe difficulties I am in no degree terri- 


| fied by, but can with great aſſurance return this anſwer 
to them, and reſt my ſoul upon it, I #zzawv awhom [ have 


believed, and am verily perſuaded *, that God would 
never have adopted me for his own child, had he not 


; loved me exceedingly; that he would never have 


promiſed, had he not reſolved to perform; and that, 
if theſe things could be ſuppoſed greater than really 
they are, yet the putting me in actual poſſeſſion of them, 


cannot exceed in his power, becauſe I am ſure he can 


do wharſoeyer pleaſeth him, both in heaven and earth. 
| ” 4 Tim. E. e 
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| trouling and baniſhing my fears, by the charms 0 


in hand, 
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And therefore I can never love God enough, for inſpir. 
ing and comforting me with this hope, and putting ne 
into the way of attaining the bliſs, he hath encouraged 
me to expect at his merciful hands. And great encou. 
ragement [ have from thoſe earneſts and antepaſts of his 
future goodneſs, which he vouchſafes me even in W thi 
world. For ſuch, I reckon, are his following after, 4 8 
overtaking me, when 1 fled away from him; his cc. | P 


TY WH 
meekneſs and kindneſs, cheriſhing and frequently te. 3 
viving my hopes, when I lay Janguiſhing in deſpair. Wi . 
his even conſtraining me to better obedience, by hes. 1 ſelf c 


ing on freſh benefits, notwithſtanding my ingratitude N pleaſy 
for thoſe | had formerly receiv'd ; his giving me a bet. | cret, 
ter ſenſe of things, and enabling me to reliſh the ſweet: conve 
neſs of ſpiritual joys, when my palate ſtood to none, provi 
but ſuch as were impure and merely ſenſual ; his butt: Wha 


ing my bonds aſunder, and ſetting me at liberty, from 
the bondage of evil habits, which I had not the power 
to break; and his receiving me with ſo much render 
neſs, when by his help I had weaned my affections fren 
the world, and forſaken all to follow him, He would 
not have done thus much for me already, had he not 
intended to do more hereafter ; and therefore I wil Nous 
truſt his word for this fulneſs of bliſs in reverſion, add 
dare depend upon the full accompliſhment of it to his | 
ſervant (though of myſelf moſt unworthy, ) fince | har: 
ſuch grounds of aſſurance from the many precious pled: 
ges of an inviolable love exhibited, and paid me dow! 
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The many Inſtances of God's Bounty; Notwithſtand- 
ing our Sins; and the Thanks due to Him upon 
| this account, 


ROCEED then, my ſoul, in theſe moſt pleaſing 
contemplations, and ſuſtain thyſelf againſt all 
| beſponding thoughts, by recollecting thoſe many other 

| proofs of the divine goodneſs, which have been ſo-pe- 
E culiar, ſo ſecretly convey'd to thee, that none but thy- 
: ſelf could be privy to them. Think of thoſe retir'd 
1 pleaſures, which thy Lord entertains thee with in ſe- 
j E cret, upon thy retreat from the world, and private 
3 | converſation with him; What delicious food he hath 
| provided for the hos of thy ſpiritual hunger; 
what ineſtimable treaſures of mercy he hath given 
bee richly to enjoy; what ſecret longings he inſpires 
lee with, and how plentifully thou haſt been made 
Eto drink of the raviſhing cup of his love. Was it then 

Þ not a noble condeſcenſion, a molt aſtonithing inſtance 
43 133 that he left me not deſtitute of ſpititual 
© comforts ? Me, I fay, who was a flothful and ungraci- 
E F ous ſervant, a-fugitive, a rebel, and one who never 
E WW had return'd to him and my duty, if he in mere, in 
Y boundleſs pity, had not call'd me home? For thou 


W caoſt not ſure but remember, my ſoul, that if at any 


. 


ume I was under ſharp trials, he interpos'd with ſea- 
© ſonable ſupports: if I was ready to be overpower'd by 
Jes, he preſently fortify'd me againſt them: if] 


* : * 
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was dejected with grief, he ſultain'd my ſpirits iff 
was wavering in my duty, he ſtrengthen'd and kept 
me ſteady. If L grew dry and heavy, fearful and faint, 
he pour'd in the refreſhments of his holy ſpirit, wn 
gave a grateful reliſh to my devotions. O ! never cr 
I never ought to forget, when I have been reading, Y 


me da 
pf Us, 
di d 
5 
recen 
IV 
here f. 
UE ut 


hearing, or praying, or meditating, in private or in 
publick, how often he hath ſhone in upon me, 2rd, 
by a ray of heavenly light, guided my mind to a rigbe 
underſtanding of his holy word, opened mine eyes, that 
might ſee the meaning, the wondrous hidden thing; from 
of his law; collected my ſcatter'd thoughts; put a ſk 3 An 
to my wandripgs; and made them all to center in himſc!f 
with a deſire too intenſe to be expreſs' d: how often he 


: ambe 
3 [1 U 


A 
Jan 


3 t 


hath drawn off my mind from earthly objects, and elf ju 
rais'd it up to heavenly delights; and fixed it there, Wore: 
and entertain'd me with thoſe p/eaſures, which are th: W:nces 
portion of the bleſſed above. Thele and many mire i be 
expreſſions of his mercy I have felt and rejoiced in; Wi: re 
more than I can, more thari perhaps would become ne Wes 
to mention particularly, leaſt I ſhould ſcem to excel What . 
the bounds of modeſſy, to inſinuate an opinion of fon: 1 ber 
more than common worth in one fo high'y favour', . al 


and arrogate to myſelf a part of that glory which is en. 
tirely his. For, according to the vulgar notions of thel 
matters, the grace of the giver, and the privilege af 
the* receiver, are ſo cloſely connected, that he why 
- ought alone to be praiſed, is ſeldom praiſed alune; 
for the perſon who is ſo ſignally happy in the pit, i 
generally admitted into a ſhare of the value and com 


| Wi 
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mendation due to it. But, alas! what ſharc hath any 


Cys, even the belt of us all, which he hath not re- 


ept 

He „d? And what applauſe can belong to him, who 
'y 

ng ed all the powers of doing well freely, as if this 

in Wccciviog were in any degree meritorious 2 To thee, 

Rs 


here fore, O Lord my God, to thee alone, be the praiſe, 


1 | tlic | glory and thankſgiving: but to me, I am ſure, be- 
nd, Yongs nothing but ſhame and confuſion of face, for the 
ny mo derleſs evil things have done againſt thee, and 
my i} .vumberleſs good things I have been bleſs'd with 
nes Brom thee, 


Fon I And indeed my thanks are by no means what they 


an Pocht to be, except theſe articles be both taken in. 
he * though the conſideration of thy goodneſs be by it- 


el jult matter of gratitude and wonder; yet it is {till 
Pore engaging, more aſteniſhing, when FR of our of- 


Faces and grievous wickedneſs is added to it. For, if 


Wt be a commendation of bounty, to give largely where 
Ihe receivers have deſerved nothing; how ſhall we ſind 


f; 
ne dess large enough to repreſent, and worthily extol 
od What kindneſs, which returns good and evil, and beftows 


| verally where men have becn as liberal in their inju- 
* nd provocations? ? What ſtrange bowels of a Fa- 
Wi aflection are thoſe, which the not inſolent, moſt 
Perverſe, mol} undutiful children cannot harden againſt 
Winclv's? And yet, my foul, this is directly the ſtate 
4 the cal- between God and thee. Many things there 


e, hich he in nie forgives, many that he forgives 
| 5 read), and la great abundance. But then we 


Aa 


alk remember, that the evils he forgives are entirely 
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ours, and the good things he beſtows are entirely ch 
own. He is always ready to pardon, he is no letz ad Jeſnels 
to give; the one proves his boundlefs pity, the ce der, 
his boundleſs liberality ; or rather indeed, both 11s Wt! at 2 
one and the other prove, that neither his Pity nor bi; ach 
liberality have any bounds, Let us therefore give go. Hell me 


ry to God by confeſſing the good we have dope, let bor he 


do it likewiſe by confeſſing the good we have receir» eren! 


Let us acknowledge the evil to be all our own, aber c 


his mercy may be inclined to pardon it; let us ackrnoy. Cent!, 
ledge the good to be all his, that his bounty may cg; 


tinue, and add to it. And let this be our conſtant dy) 


fargall 
to fall 


work; for we can never exceed in any expreſſions A murm 


that gratitude, which is due, both upon the accoun biſhly, 
of the lins he hath pardoned, and of the gifts and oracy Ihe pr. 
he hath beſtowed. Thus, I ſay, every one ſhould to us, 
employed, who thinks himſelf, or who deſites to be: | mercy 
true lover of God: for true love will be always lzbcrr Ie ha 
ing to expreſs itſelf in ſuch con feſſions and acknoy led; ſolute 
ments. TOs Wi 
And what now do we thick ſhould be the refit & rom 
all theſe conſiderations? What indeed but this, thy leihe 
every one who lays them ſeriouſly to heart, ſuall tal ment 
his mind off from all other objects, and place his lo: Leer ch 
on God alone, who hath done fo much for him? Th L him, 
he ſhould find himſelf very tenderly affected, and ya Wbicſh 
derfully tranſported with every reflection upon (:c\- iſ 


i 
mazing kindneſs and compaſhon ? If any man can 0: 4 

ſerve fo much mercy, ſo ſtrong obligations, and yes 
wanting in affection to God, let ſuch a one be afur; 
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12: this coldneſs proceeds from his negle& and thought- 
Þſneſfs. For every one who will be at the pains to con- 
(der, will eaſily find himſelf ſo highly indebted to God, 
that all he can do in this ſervice is little enough, and 
much leſs than is owing him in return, *Tis true indeed 
all men's engagements in this point are not the ſame ; 
ror hath God diſtributed his bleſſings with a perfectly 
red eren hand; but they that have leaſt have more than 
bey can lay claim to, more than they can ever be ſuffi- 
now ciently grateful for. Admirting then that a man be not 
cor Wfuroiſh'd even with all thoſe graces which are neceſſary 
dan ds ſalvation, yet will not this bear ſuch a one out in 
ns oMMnurmuriog againſt providence, or charging God fool- 
conny. For God is wiſe and juſt in all his diſpenſations: 
TAC Ihe proceeds upon meaſures, which, though unknown 
d bo us, are yet moſt reaſonable in themſelves. He hath 
be: ere on auhom he will ha ve mercy, and whom he will 
vo WE: bardeneth *. And, being no man's debtor, but ab- 
ſolutely maſter of his own favours, he may give where 
be ſees fit, and reſume what he had given, when and 
from whom he ſees fit, without being accountable for 
Neither. Let him therefore who hath not thoſe gifts, la- 
. ment his own misfortune with humility, and labour af- 
er them, and pray for them moſt earneſtly ; and let 
W him, who hath them make a juſt eſtimate of the mighty 
bleſing, and give all diligence to be truly thankful to 

| God for it, 


lore 
That 
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I ſpas 
nd the) 


en, ge 


H A P. XVI. 
Of the Death of Chriſt, 


ſertes 
[| For my own part do moſt humbly confeſs, that eme t 
benefits 1 have received from thee, my Lord 4,0 Wc iove 


my God, are unmeaſurably great, are innumerably m. MI ay 
ny: ſo many and fo great, that I ſhould be of all c. Mih-oſ>cc 
tures the moſt unworthy and inſenſible, ſhould 1 tv * m 
always love, and always praiſe thee for them. pg 
whatever good thing I am now, or ever was, or er; 
ſhall be poſſeſs d of, is from thee, the ſupreme no 
from whom all that is good proceeds, And yet they 
is one thing ſtill behind, which, I muſt own, entiana 
my heart, and excites my affection, more powerful 


Sarbar! 
Phat th 
. he rel 
. ve ha 


pears 
be cot 
than all the reſt. For never was any inſtance af 
kindneſs ſo engaging, fo irreſiſtable, as that moſl hang 
ful and moſt bitter death, which thou, O bleſſed jc 
didſt ſubmit to for the accompliſhing of the mott g 
rious work of our redemption, This ſingly, or at lea 
mis with the reſt, lays indiſputable claim to all a; 
live, to all our labours, to all our obedience, to {| 
our love. This, I ſay, is the conſideration, which d 
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all others excites our devotion molt frequently, et- 
tains it moſt agreeably, and raiſes it to the loſe! +4 W 
pitch, For in this great deſign the great Creator of tl: fe 
; S 7? 
world takes pains, and ſeems to have retriey'd the fu 
brick of his own framing with much more difpe WR bli 
than he at ſirſt built it all out of nothing. With vu hin 


eaſe that was done, the Pſalmilt very lively expreſc 


—_ 
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l ſpake the word and they were made, he commanded | 5 
nd they were created ; But for the reſtitution of loſt | '# 


hen, good God! how many, how grievous, how long 

geriet of labours and ſorrows didſt thou undergo ! 

it the WF ome hither then, my ſoul, and behold what manner 
1 210 WW love thy Saviour hath beſtowed on thee ; who, with- 
m. Nit any manner of neceſſity to compel him, without any 
cre. Noſbect of profit to induce him, but purely of his own 
I no! e mercy, was content to ſuffer ſuch hardſhips, ſuch 
Fa irbarous indignities for thy fake ! Well might I ſay, 


er: Phat this ſingle act of goodneſs is an over- balance to all 
od Þ: reſt, For tho' it be a great kindneſs to lay out what 
bee have for another's advantage, yet what we have 
armes | ſcars no proportion to what we are 5 nor ought that to 
falh be compar'd with the giving a man's own ſelf. And, if 


thy Ide moſt exalted friendſhip we ever heard of can go no 
ame. Fhigher than one friend's laying down his life for ano- 
[ug * ther; how much more noble was that charity of which 
6 dde son of God left us this unexampled proof, of his 
cal Wing down his life for his enemies. And that this was 
e our condition the Apoſtle declares, When we were ene- 
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57 I nes, ſays he, ave were reconciled to God by the death : 

10 / his Sen; and again, Sarcely for a righteous man 

ters 3 * will one die, but God herein commendeth his love to- 1 
tel . * wards us, that while we were yet ſinners, Chriſt died i 
the N for us: the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might bring iy 
1 us to God *, He remoy'd down from the manſions of 4 
uli 1 I lic in heaven, that he might carry us back thither with 6 
lin. o unſpeakable love! O ſweetneſs of mercy uncon- 

. Rom. v. 19, 7, 8. 1 Pet. 3. 
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ceivable ! O molt amazing condeſcenſion ! that God f in th 
the ſake of man ſhould be made man, that God for mr lt not 
ſhould die in the fleſh, that he ſhould ſubmit to be thoſe he 
tempted in all things like as we are, only without fn“, Ln fall 
See at how ineſtimable a price, ſee with what diffcul. WM. 50 pla 
ty, man was redeemed ; who had forfeited and en{lay: 
himſelf to the devil; and had he not been ranſom'd 4 
ſo vaſt an expence, muſt unavoidably have ſuffer'q e. 
ternal damnation, with that tyrannical maſter of hi 
own chooſing. Theſe reflections will thew thee, O man 
how much thou art bound to love God; and if he call; 
thee to it, how patiently, how willingly, nay, with hoy 
chearful and eager a zeal, thou oughteſt to endure 
hardſhips, and pain, and tortures, for him who hat 
endur'd ſo much incomparably greater for thee. For 
it is through much tribulation that we muſt enter int 
the kingdom of God. And therefore Jet my ſoul glad. 
ly embrace her crucified Jeſus ; let her, my ſweete! 


or anger 
rain-glo 
them, o 
deject- tt 
diforder! 
Loy, but 
Iregions, 
what ca 
Inot give 
Wy of hi 
peilt met 
g e hath 


che next 


Saviour, drink deep of thy delicious blood ; let this more de 
moſt moving theme be her conſtant meditation, that! ren tor 
may never one moment be unmindful of him that did {ure anc 
for me. 1 am determined from henceforth ot to tnx Won to 
ny thing ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified \ ; | Bardly 9 
other vain miſtaken notions ſhould draw my knowled: bare the 
off from the firm bottom of ſaving faith: and O! E great 
this wonderful love of thine take poſſeſſion of all ti ¶ ꝑreat gri 
love I am capable of, leſt any rival paſſion inſinuate i great 


ſelf into my heart, and I be ſwallowed up with a torres Ihe next 
ef worldly affections. be enjo 
* Heb. iv. 15. $ 3 Cor, ii. 2. ; F'"thout 
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In thus devoting my whole ſelf to thee, I ſhall con- 
ſult not my duty only, but my happineſs too. For 
[thoſe hearts, which the ſweetneſs of thy love hath ta- 
ken full poſſeſſion of, are all tranquillity and joy: there 
is no place for fear to damp them, or luſt to defile them, 
or anger to diſtract them, or pride to {well them, or 
rain-glory to blow them about, or ambition to gall 
them, or covetouſneſs to narrow them, or ſorrow to 


deject. them, or envy to emaciate them; in ſhort, no 


aisorderly vice diſturbs their peace, or corrupts their 

oy, but they continue firm and calm, like thoſe upper 
egions, where clouds and ſtorms have no power. And 
what can we imagine will God give, or what will he 
Inot give hereafter to thoſe good men who taſte ſo large- 


Fviſts men have in hand are temporal; but thoſe which 
q e hath promiſed to beſtow upon them that love him in 
þ: next world, are eternal, and conſequently much 
Pore deſirable than any temporal advantages; that e- 
Fen to make a compariſon between them were to in- 
e and diſparage them. For this is a condition com- 
on to all temporal advantages; that they are very 
hardly got, and very eaſily loſt again: that, while we 
have them in poſſeſſion, they are kept at the expence of 
great deal of anxious care, and parted with to our 
3 grief, and if ever retriev'd again, yet not without 
2 q great deal of toil and trouble. But the happineſs of 
Ul 3 vext world is not capable of loſs or diminution ;; 

| be enjoyment of it is pleaſure without allay, and 8 

; tout fraud or diſturbance ; the deſires of it are al- 


Wy of his bounty here? For even the beſt of thoſe 
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ways keen, and the delights of poſſeſſion always ne 
No man receives them but with full ſecurity, that they 
ſhall no more be taken from him againſt his will, then 
he ſhall ever have the will to diveſt himſelf of them, 


C H A P. 
The Promiſes of God. 


XVII. 


HIS may perſuade us to make the promiſes gf 
God another incentive to the love of Him. For, 
though the beneſits he hath given his ſervants are gica 
yet thoſe which he hath enpag'd to give them, are its 
comparably greater. Now theſe are, reit from our l. 
bours, a change from bondage to liberty, from fear u 
ſecurity, from grief to comfort; reſurrection to a life :n- 
mortal after death; and after that reſurrection, exq- 
lite and endleſs joy: in a word, he hath promiſed to gi 
us himſelf. So unſpeakably glorious are his promis 
And the love which theſe be get in us, he expects He 
exert itſelf after a very particular manner: nd that 
by a vehement deſire of the promiſe, in which it 15 7 
pothble to be guilty of exceſs. 


men for being impatient ; but this cafe is an exception 


In other caſes we blame 


to the reſt, and here men are to be commended fort! 
To be contented with delays argues languid deſires and 
coldneſs of affection; and as the wiſe man obſerves . 
ry truly, hope deferred maketh the heart ſich: 
then theſe bliſſes are to be obtained no where but inc 
heavenly country, it betrays too great an indifferen® 
for fuch noble reverſions, when we do not long mal 
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WH exroeſtly to get at them, and are not weary and per- 
"Wl f:4ly fick of every thing that conſpires to detain us 
tom them. 


SHA F. XVII. 
The Happineſs of a Future State. 


ET us then raiſe our thoughts as high, and 


ſtretch them as wide as ever we can, that we 


may try to repreſent to ourſelves in ſome meaſure the 
nature and perfection of that joy of the ſaints, which 
no other is equal, no other is like unto, Now that 
chief good, which we find called by the ſeveral titles 
of life, light, bleſſedneſs, wiſdom, eternity, and the 
like, is but one moſt ſimple and ſupreme good, perfect 
land ſelf-ſufficient, without which no other thing can 
either be perfect, or indeed be at all: this good, 1 ſay, 
bs God the Father, this the Word, or Son of God, 
inis again is that pure undivided love common to Fa- 
ther and Son both, the Holy Ghoſt, I mean, who pro- 
eedeth from the Father and the Son. Now ſuch as each 
bof theſe perſons is, conſidered apart by himſelf, ſuch 
E 5 the Whole Trinity taken together; Father, Son, and 
Ploly Ghoſt: For each of theſe col is nothing elſe 
Put the one moſt ſimple, conſtant being which can nei- 
er de multiplied, nor diverſified, nor changed. Here 
Wien is that one thing which is neceſſary : For that 
| uſt certainly be a neceſſary good, in which all good 
„ ny, which itſelf is good, the one whole and ſole 
00d, If each of theſe things, which we call good, 
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miniſter ſo much delight, how much muſt flow from te 
poſſeſſion of him who comprehends them all, and is 45 
much ſuperior to them in excellence, as the Creator ;; 
above the creature? Let us not then laviſh away our 
time and pains upon things that only flatter us with ec. 

ceitful prom.ſes of happineſs ; but Jet us love his or: 
good, for that alone can ſuffice for all our exigences 

and fill all our largeſt deſires. It is but loſt labour te 
attempt a jult deſcription of the bliſs reſerved fort Si 
our heavenly Father's kingdom; no words can e: xprels, 
no mind confined in fleſh can expand ec ke 
to conceive them. For when we have let looſe vir 
thoughts, ul thoſe joys are of a compaſs larger tha 

they can fetch. Many and glorious things indeed hare 
been ſpoken of this city of God, but yet the half of th 
truth hath not been told us, This is the only inltance 
in which report can never exceed, and praiſes can nete 
flatter ; no knowledge can come up to it, no gor 
compare with it, The kingdom of God, in a wort, i: 
full of light and peace, charity and meekneſs, honour 
and glory, ſweetneſs and love, joy and everlaſting blils: 
To be ſhort, of every thing that is good, more ard 
better than can be poſſibly expreſt or conceived : b. 
ſtill this is no argument, why 1 ſhould not ſpeak cf H= 
all, or repreſent its excellencies as well as 1 can, ! 

cauſe I cannot do it ſo well as 1 would, we believe the 
majeſty of God to be unſpeakably glorious ; but 10 
man is ſo extravagant ſure, to infer from thence th 


we ought never to ſpeak of him, nay, it follows rt 


ther, that we ſhould ſpeak the molt glorious things Vi 
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gte able, that they who hear us may believe him to be 
lll far above all we can ſay of him. Much more, 'tis 
evident, may be comprehended by the underſtanding, 
than a man can find proper words to utter; and yet 
the molt profound and capacious mind cannot compre- 
bend or have any ideas of the kingdom of heaven in 
any degree ſuitable to its real excellence. And there- 
fore the life to come is what we have repreſented to us 
by the following character, that it is eternal in durati- 
oa, and a bleſſedneſs to all eternity, a ſtate where there 
s the moſt profound ſecurity and tranquillity, pleaſure 
without paſſion, love without fear, love in perfection, day 
without night, activity and ſlrength without poſſibility 
of decay, perfect unanimity, all the ſouls in it wrapt with 
the contemplation of God, and paſt all apprehenſion of 
being ever deprived of his beatifick preſence : a city 
Ibleſt with the moſt glorious inhabitants, where all the 
Paints and angels take up their perpetual reſidence ; the 
Pplendor whereof conſiſts in the ſhining graces of God's 
lect; where health abounds, and truth reigns for 
ever! where there is no deceiving, no being deceived ; 


Put of which none of the happy are ever expelled, 
ito which none of the wretched are ever admitted. 
This is that happy contemplative life, which they 
Bhs can reach up. to, by the finiſhing of their virtues, 
Wal for ever enjoy, and be like the ſpirits of juſt men 
Made perfect, and ſhall reign with them for ever. What 
ach have here anticipated by faith, they fhall there 
have! in ſight; beholding with pure hearts the ſubſtance 
5 pf their Creator: ; rejoicing with never ceaſing and ex- 
| B b 2 
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ceeding great joy; united unſeparably to God, and ie 


each other by the full fruition of the divine goodneſs, 
and the charms of mutual love; Then ſhall their once 
ſcattered bodies be reſtored, and put on immortality and 
incorruption; and thus united, they ſhall be made free 


ſubjects of their heavenly country, and inveſted with 


all the privileges of the city of God. Then ſhall they 
reap the fruits of all their holy labours, thoſe etern; 
recompences, the promiſes and diſtant expectations 
whereof ſuſtained their ſpirits in the many long and 
painful conflicts here below. A general gladneſs there 
ſhall overflow, and theſe joys ſhall be ſo agreeable, tha 
they ſhall always be thankful to their bountiful rear: 


der, for the plenty he hath ſo nobly enriched then 


with, and yet that plenty ſhall abate no man's ſatisfac- 
tion in the abundance he enjoys. There every man; 
heart ſhall be open to every man, for every breaſt ſal 
be ſo white and pure, that the ſoul ſo cleanſed ſhall frd 
cauſe to thank God for waſhing away their {tains in the 
blood of his Son, but not at all to be aſhamed, or bluh 
for any of their old blemiſhes : and why ſhould they 
not ſee into one another's hearts freely, who hare n 
ſecrets in reſerve, no ſeparate intereſt to promote, 19 
deceit to manage, no faults to conceal ? For neithe 
ſins nor ſinners are in heaven, and they who once vet 
ſuch, from the inſtant of their entring that place of pi 
rity, are out of all pcſſibility ever to be ſo any mor. 
None of the darkeſt ſecrets, none of the deepeſt mit- 
ries ſhall then continue ſuch : the bleſſed ſhall be 
into a diſtinet knowledge of them; and, which is is 
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itely better, they ſhall be ever viewing and admiring 
the adorable perfections of God himſelf, 

This humane nature ſhall then be advanced to its 
uſt and utmoſt perfection, incapable of being exalted, 
or ſunk lower any more. All the excellencies commu- 
nicated to it by being made after the likeneſs of its Ma- 
ker, ſhall then be ſet at their higheſt pitch ; and the 
corruption and defects introduced by fin, utterly done 
away, Nay, we ſhall even riſe above what was given us 
at our ſirſt creation, though we had been ſo happy as to 
re WY retain our primitive advantages. We ſhall underſtand 
«WM and judge without error, remember without forgetful- 
. ness, think without wandering, love without diſſimula- 
uon; we ſhall have ſenſe without any thing to offend 

it, eaſe without pain, life without death; power of act- 
ing without obſtruction, fulneſs without nauſeating, 
and ſuch a perfection of every faculty, that there ſhall 
be ia us all imaginable ſoundneſs and vigour, with- 
ont any fort of diſeaſe or decay, Whatever maim our 
bodies may have ſuffered here, by ſudden diſaſters or 
waſting diſtempers, or mortified ſores; whatever limbs 
have been loſt by the biting of wild beaſts, or the cruel- 
ty of men no leſs barbarous than they, by war, or fire, 
0: any other diſmembring accident; nay, even the 
weakneſs and deformities of ſickneſs and old age, ſhall 
all be repaired at the general reſurrection; every de- 
fect ſupplied, every loſs reſtored, and the body com- 
pleat in all its parts; ſound and youthful, beautiful 


and gay, ſhall then, together with the ſoul, be cloath- 


ed wich everlaſting health and immortality. So happy 
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fhall all the ſaints be at that day; but though all ſh 

be happy, yet will not they all be equally ſo; their M P 
bliſſes then will hold proportion to their virtues now; “ 

and one ſtar differs from another flar in chat glory . 

becauſe the merciful King of Glory reward; every may 
according to his works +, | 1 8 


i Cor, 15. + Pal. Ixii. 12. 
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() Lord, that ſearche/i me out and knonweſt me, 204 


help me likewiſe zo know thee, thou life of my 


{ 


Foul, Shew me thy face, my light, my comfort, thou 

1 and defire of my heart. Let me find, let me em- 

F brace, let me poſſeſs thee, my heavenly ſpouſe, my 

E crerlalting bliis. Let me love thee, O Lord, my 

Vergib, my tower of ſalvation, my hope, and help, \ 
and ſure refuge in all manner of diftreſs | : let me en- 

Joy thee, my chief good, without whom nothing is 

j good. 
| O Word of Cod eternal, ſharper than any two eaged 
rd „ open mine ears, that I may hear thy voice. 
1 O light incomprehenſible, enlighten mine eyes that they 
pq. cxxxix. 1. + John xvii. 3. f Pal Lili. 2 
John i, x, Heb. iv. 12 
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may behold thee; and ſcatter, Lord, all thoſe miſt; of 
vanity that dance before my ſight, and lead me into fin 
and error. Make ine anew ſraell, that I may n after 
the odour of thy ointments* and correct my vitiated 
palate, that l may taſte and delight in thy ſweet ang 
' gracious goodneſs |. And, having thus reformed my 
ſenſitive, carry on, I beſeech thee, the good work i 
the intellectual faculties of my foul; oh, that my un- 
derſtanding may apprehend thee, my will chooſe thee, 
my memory retain and meditate upon thee, and my 
whole heart cleave to thee with immoveable ſtedfaſt. 
neſs, and a moſt ſenſible delight. O Life, to and hy 
whom all things live; without whom 1 die and periſh, 
by whom J am animated, ſuſtained, reſtored, exhilz- 
rated, where ſhall I find thee, that I may go out of my 
ſelf, and ſubſiſt entirely in thee ? Thou haſt ſaid in. 
deed, No man ſhall fee me and live tf. Lo! if thi 
be the condition of my happineſs, 1 molt gladly accent 
it; yea, let me die, O Lord, that I may ſee thee in 
heaven; and let me ſee thee, that I may die to thi 
world. I deſire to be difſeloed, and ts be with Ciriji, 
which is far better $ : 1 wiſh to die, that I may ſee ny 
Lord: I would not live here, that I may live wit 
Chriſt. Lord Feſus, receive my ſpirit || ; take thou my 
ſoul, my life; enter into my heart, thou joy of m 
heart, that it may rejoice in thee, Shed thy bright 
beams upon it, Sun of righteouſneſs, that it may kn 
and love thee; for therefore does it not love thee # 


+ Pſal. Axxiv. 8. 
Acts vü. 59. 


* Cant. i. 


J Phil: l. 23. 


t Exod. xxxiii. 26 
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it ought, becauſe it knows thee but very imperfectly; and 
therefore is its knowledge very imperſect, becauſe thy 
licht hath hitherto, Jhined in darkneſs *, and my dark- 
neſs did not receive it as it ought, 


0 light of truth, and true light, which lighteſt e- 


very man that cometh into the world, (that cometh into 
iz, but not that loveth it; for whoſoever will be a 
friend of the world, is an enemy to God f) diſpel the 
thick darkneſs which 1s upen the face of this chaos, 
that my mind may ſee thee, by its intellectual powers, 
and ſo comprehend, as to know thee, and ſo know, as 
to love thee, For every one that knows thee, loves 
thee, even more than himſelf, forſakes himſelf and flies 
to thee, that there he may find peace and perfect joy. 
For want of that knowledge it is that I have been ſo 
extremely defective in this point: departing from thee, 
the true inward and ſpiritual joy, and ſeeking ſatisfac- 
tion in outward objects. Thus have J with an adul- 
terous affection, ſer that unfaithful heart upon vani- 
ties, which of right was entirely thine, And I have 
ſucceeded according to my folly, For as vanity was 
the object, ſo hath it been the fruit and portion of my 
love. This made it impoſlible for me to delight in, 
and to reſt upon thee, For I was converſant about ex- 
ternal, whereas thou art to be found only in internal 
pleaſures. I made temporal advantages my ſtudy. 
Thoy impartelt thy ſelf in thoſe that are ſpiritual ; my 
thoughts, and diſcourſe, and inclinations, were en- 
gaped and intzngled in ſhort and tranſitory things: 

John i. 5. James iv. 4. 
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and thou, O Lord, i7habite/t in, nay, art thyſelf eue. creature 


niiy x. Thou art in heaven, I altogether upon cattt: gerating 
thou loveſt high things, 1 fooliſhly dote on ſuch ac are lvening 

vile and low. + And what way can be found to recon- cays, an 

cile ſuch contrary di iſpoſnions? 2 as nothi 

Lore 

c HA P. 1h. I pet 

| | : my terv 

HEN, wretched man, when fhall this crockes takes uf 

in thee be made ſtraight, and modell'd by tlie my nec 

rule and pattern of thy God? He delights in ſoli:ude My grie 
and retir'd contemplation, | purſue variety of company plaint, 
and diverſions: he dwells in filence, 1 in noiſe ad blind, 

hurry : he loves truth, I follow lies and deccit: he bie of! 

requires, and is himſelf unſpotted purity ; I wallow in and on 

uncleanneſs, and all manner of filthy luſts. 1 hus, WW mercy 

Lord, thou art good, and 1 evil ; thou holy, 1 a mu. fountal 
ſerable ſinner; thou art light, I blindneſs ; thou life, poor d 
Iam dead; thou effential truth, 1 altogether vunih f. fill a 
Such, alas! am I, and ſuch zs every mar living. And WW lend eh 


now what ſhall 1 ſay to thee, my God? 1 m y © life 
creature, and reduced to nothing; Thy hands hre deſtru 


made me, and faſhioned me gt, nay, thy hands wae Wit ns. 

nailed to the croſs for we ; ds not, my Creator, %% do tal 
the wor of thy oaun bandit ; do not, my Redeemer, L a poll 
forget the wounds of thy own hands. Behold, thou E wretc 


haſt graves me upon the palms of 


; O read this: 
thoſe indelible characters, and ſave me. To thee nh, f © but 


* Iſaiah lvii. 15, + Pfal. xxxix. 6. f Pful. ex. : WI * 
§ Plal. cxxxviii. 8. | Tfaiah xlix. 16. 37, 


craature lifts up his ſoul, make me again by thy rege- 
nerating power; inſpire me with new life, by thy en- 
irening influence; heal my breaches, repair my de- 
cays, and ſpare me by thy mercy, for my days are ev 
as nothing in compariſon of thee &. 

Lord, what is man, that he ſhould preſume to ex- 
roſtulate with, or adcireſs to God his maker? Pardon 
thy ſervant, Lord, who is but duſt and afhes, and yer 
takes upon him to ſpeak to ſo great a majeſty ft: let 
my neceſſity be accepted as an excuſe for this boldneſs. 
My grief will have vent, and my calanuty forces a com- 
| plaint, I am ſick, and cry to my phylician for help; 
ind, and ſeek to the light; dead, and implore the 

| life of ſouls. For this phyſician, light and life art thou, 
and only thou; and therefore e/us of Nazareth, have 
| mercy on me, Son of David, have mercy on mne f. O 
fountain of health, hearken to the complaints of thy 
| poor diſeaſed patient. O light which paſed vy, ſtand 
| {ill a while, 'till this blind creature can come to thee : 
lend him thy hand, and in thy light let him ſee light 5. 
0 life eſſential and everlaſting, raiſe from the grave of 
deſtruction this wretch, long dead in treſpaſfes and 
| fins, Lord, what am I, who have thus taken upon me 
to talk to thee? A ſtinking carcaſs, food for worms, 
a polluted broken veſſel, fuel for the fires of hell: O 
wretched creature! mercy, my God, mercy ! for all 
this and no better is man born of a woman, who hath 
but a ſhort time to live, and is full of miſery || : 


pfal. xxxix. 6. + Gen. xvili. 27, f Luke zviil, 
37, 38, 39, 8 Pal. xxxvi. 3. Job xiv. i. 
| Cc 2 
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204 MEDITATIONS. 
* Man whois altogether vanity, compared to the beaſts 
that periſh, and reſembling them in folly *. 

But what alas! am I, the worſt of men? 4 dark 
abyſs, a clod of earth, a child of wrath F, a veſel if 
diſhonour t, conceived in uncleanneſs, living in trouble, 
dying in anguiſh : poor and naked, miſerable and weak, 
not knowing whence I came and whither I po; whos 
days paſs like a ſhadow, whoſe life withereth ile 
graſs. The more is added to it, the more is taken 
from it; and every ſtep from my cradle is a nearer 
advance to my grave. Who for a while am exerciſed 
with the viciſſitudes of joy and grief, of health and 
ſickneſs; with fear and trembling, hunger and thirl}, 
heat and cold, languiſhing and pains, and at laſt mu} 
fink down and vaniſh in death, which hath a thuu{and 
ways of ſnatching mortals out of the world, when they 
are leaſt aware of it; molt certain in itſelf, but in the 
time and manner, moſt uncertain. 

This, Lord, is my miſery, and yet I am ſecure in 
the midſt of all theſe dangers. So great is my calani- 
ty, ſo little is my ſenſe of it, I will therefore cry to 
my God, before I go away hence, and be no more ſeen, 
I will confeſs my vileneſs before thee, and ſhew thee 
all my trouble. Help me, my ſtrength, by whom I an 
ſuſtained. Shine upon me, my light, by whom alone 
I ſee: come unto me, and quicken me, my life, by 
whom alone I live. For thou alone art my help and 
light, my life, and my joy, my Lord, and my God. 


* Pſal, xxxix. 6. xlix. 20, + Epheſ. ii. 3. |} 2 Tim. 
„Fl. x$xix. 15. 
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Kr HE 
The Miſery of unregenerate Man, 


Lord, the Word of God, the Word itſelf God *, 
thou art light, and by thee the light was made: 
Fu art the way, the truth, and the life, in whom 
L no darkneſs or error, no vanity or death. Without 
hee I put darkneſs for light, and light for darkneſs}. 
Vithout thee I am all over confuſion and miſtake, 
guorance and blindneſs: fay to my ſoul, Let there 
llt $, that 1 may diſcern the light, and avoid dark- 
neſs; that I may fee the way, and be delivered from 
ny wanderings ; that I may know the truth, and not 
de deceived by falſhood; that 1 may attain the true 
life, and not be ſwallow'd up in death. Thou art my 
Lord, and I will fear thee; my God, and I will praiſe 
nee; my Father, and I will love thee; my Spouſe, 
and Iwill keep myſelf only unto thee. Pity this deſo- 
late creature, which /s in darkneſs, and in the ſha- 


; dow of death, and guide my feet into the way of peace], 


hat 1 may go into the houſe of my God, with the voice 
% and thankſgiving **, For, this is the way, by 
which I muſt return from my errors, into thee the 
F true way, even the way of life. 

| I will therefore approach thee, O Father of heaven 
end earth, and lay before thee all my ſtate, that the 
frank confeſſion of my miſery may recommend me to 


4 
John i. 1, 2. + John xiv. 6. J Ifaiah v. 20, 


l 0 Gen, i 1. 3. Luke i. 78, 79. ** Pfal. xlii. 4. 
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thy mercy, I was reduced to nothing, Nay, to wo 
than nothing, and knew it not, becauſe chou an, 
truth, and I was not with thee: I was wounded 0 
my tranſgreſſions, and felt no ſmart, becauſe thou 
the life, and 1 was not with thee. I was brouphit 4 
nothing, becauſe thou art the Word, by whom + 
things were made, and I was not with thee, For 65 
ſaw all things that he had made, and behold they q 
very good“. They mult be ſo, becauſe nothing oP 
made without him, and nothing that is good al 
otherwiſe ſo, but by its participation of, and ug 
with, the ſupreme good: but God made not evil, ny 
hath it any being of its own, but is only a privations 


good, and is therefore nothing, and makes the com. 


miters of it in God's account nothing too, as beide 
made without the Word, without which nothing 1 
hath an actual exiſtence was made; and therefore it j 
evil, becauſe it proc-eds not from, and hath no part 
in, that good, by which all things were made, Ard 
conſequently to be without the Word, is to be nothing; 
and evil argues a defect only, and not a poſitive es, 
becauſe all things that are, are by the Word. 

Now what it is to be without the Word, is caſy v 
be underſtood from that deſcription given of himſcl, 
Jam the way, the truth, and the life} : he that i 
without theſe, 1s without the Word ; and to be with: 
out him is evil, becauſe it ſeparates from the author d 
all good: it is alſo to be nothing, becaule it infers3 


+ John i. 3. t John xiv. 6, 


Gen. i, 3. 
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4 a privation of living in and with him, by whom 
things that exiſt are, and are made good. So often 
das we depart from good, ſo oft we depart from the 


, and from our proper exiſtence, And I thank 
. 0 Lord, for ſo far enlightemins me with the 
" WM yicd oe of thee, and of myfelf, as to make me ſen— 


Ee, that whenſoever I forget that which is good, and 
rrupt myſelf with evil, I am transform'd from what 
ras, loſe my ſpiritual Jife and being, and am cut off 
thee, Wretch that I was, not to conſider this be- 
e! How low I fell, an how exadtly that deſcripti— 
\ of the heathen idols ſuited the condition of my ſoul; 
this too, during my ſeparation from thee, Huth 
rr and hears not, noſe and ſmelly not, eyes and eee 
„ mouth and ſpeaks not, hands and als not. In 
ort, is nothing but an empty form, the lines and pro- 


oper to any of them. 
| So true it is, that while J was 3 thee, I was 
(ot at all; but fell back into nothing ; blind and 
raf, and inſenſible to do good, having no inclination, 
F knowledpe to avoid evil, Hence, had my enemies 
Peir will upon me; they ſtripp'd and wounded, they 
Poibd and flew me, becauſe I departed from thee, my 
abt and my defence. But, O God of my life, raiſe 
x e, I pray thee, from this death. Look upon me in 
3 day of my trouble, and ſaye me from the hand of 


[he inſulting adverſaries. Let them that hate me flee 


Wore thee, and let me live in thee, and by thee, 
N Pal, . 5, 6, 7. 


rtions of every part, without the ule and ſenſation 


and knew it not. And all, becauſe ſeparated from t 
Almighty Word, by which every creature ſubſills, y 


thyſelf; for, when I go from thee, I periſh ; ng; 
no other way be reſtor'd to being, but by that pa 
making a new creature, which at the firlt did m. 


mercy, which viſited me when I offended, rais'd 


and gave fight to my eyes when 1 was blind. 


An Act of Praiſe for God's manifold Mercies in mm 


of my ſtupid heart; that I may magnify that good 


208  MEDITATIONS<s, 


They ſaw my miſery, and had me in derifion, | 
divided my virtues, thoſe garments given to adg;, 
ſoul, among them, and rode over my head! They 
filed thy holy temple with filth and fin, and hr, 


me into ruin and deſolation: They led me captive 5, 


one wickedneſs into another, and dragg'd me the., 


mire and clay. I was a ſlave, and in love with wy}, 
dage; blind, and loved darkneſs rather thay liv] 
tied and bound, and fond of my chains, Miſeradl 


is preſervd. O do thou from henceforth unite gt 


me out of nothing. And, bleſſed be that power a 


up when I was fallen, taught me when I was ignoza 


E HA p. Iv. 


preſent State. 


: EACH me, my God, how much I ought to h 
thee, how thankfully I ought to praiſe the 

how carefully I ought to pleaſe thee. Let the voice 
thy thunder be heard from above, and pierce the e 


which created me when as yet I was not; Wiil 


ET >” Pet et. * ö "PR 
* * 2 a * * 4 „ 


erligh 


ved m 


youth 
uſeleſ 
nght 

0 
29 Ju. 
and / 


whon 


ART me when I was in darkneſs; which RW 
ved me when 1 was dead; which ſuſtained me fron ni 
vouth up with its bounty; and ſtill cheriſnes this Bd 
uſeleſs, loathſome worm, with the good gifts of its 
right and left hand, 


Open to me, © key of David, which openeſt, and 


10 man ſputteth againſt him to whom thou openelt ; 
and /hutteth, and no man openzth * to him againſt 
whom thou ſhutteſt; open to me, 2% and true, that 
I may enter into thy light, and ſee, and know, and 
thank thee with my Whole heart, For * preat is BY 
* mercy toward me, and thou haſt delivered my ſoul 
from the nethermoſt hell, O Lord, my God, how 

* excellent is thy name in all the world! What is man 

that thou art mindful of him? or the fon of man that 


thou viſiteſt him+? 0 ) hope of thy ſaints, and life 


of my! ſoul, by whom [i ve, and without whom Idie: 


189 


light of my eyes, and. joy of my heart, let me love thee 


with all my mind, and with all my ſtrength; becauſe 
”; 


thy bowels are ſo wonderfully enlarg'd, and thou haſt 


ſirſt loved me with an exceeding love, 


! 


And whence is this to me, that the Creator of hea- 
ven and earth, and of the great deep, to whom my 
goods cannot extend, cannot add any thing, ſhould 
rouchſafe to love a creature of whom he hath no need? 
O wiſdom, O word of God, which enableſt the dumb 
to ſpeak, open my-mouth, and inſpire me with thy 
praiſe, that I may thankfully recount the benefits, which 


. ＋ Pal. IlXxxvi 13. & vil 1, 4. 
. Pfal. xvi. 2 | 
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thou haſt from the beginning conferr d upon thy fen 


F . 
vant, My very being is from thy gift; 1 am. beczy(; 
thou madeſt me; and this was ordain'd by thc fg. 
all eternity; before the mountains were brought fort. 
E. 


or the great depths broken up; before the caril wis 


K+ low 


as a curtain; I was written in thy book, and numby; 
among thy creatures by an everlaſting decree, à cer- 


% 


tain foreſight of every thing that ſhould be, long before 


7 
it was. | 

And what, O merciful Father, and molt mighty 
Creator, what could there be in me, to delerve, whit 
to incline, thy glorious majeſty, to make me ? What 
indeed, ſince 1 was not? And thou madell me not a 


drop of water, a ſpark of fire, nor a bird or fiſh, not a 


brute or an inſect, not a ſtone or a tree; not one dt 


thoſe creatures to whom thou haſt imparted being with- 
out life; nor of thoſe who have life without ſenſe ; 0. 
yet of thoſe, who have ſenſe without reaſon : but 
creature ſuperior to all thoſe ; a /ittle laber 1 7: 
angels *, becauſe partaker of an intelligent ſpirit, com. 
mon to man with them, by thy mercitul diſtributien, 
and molt wiſe appointment. But ſtill a /i17/e /pwer thin 
the angels, becauſe they are happy in that knowledge 0: 
thy glories, which they attain by fight, but 1 by fa 
and hope only; they ſee thee face to face, 1 dari; 
through a glaſs; they know thee fully, I as yet but n 
part T 


Plal. viii. 5. 


+ 1 Cor. xlii. 9. & x. 12, 


<.9 
— 
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. 
The Excallency of Man's Future State, 


1 \HiS is my preſent ncttion; but this condition 
will not laſt always, Por © when that which is 
perfect is come, then that which is in part mall be 


cone away *; then fall * we with open face behold 


U 


© the glory of the Lord, ans be changed ourſelves in- 
* to the {ame image of him We beliold t.“ What ſhall 
then hinder us from being no longer a Little loaber than 
the angels, whom thou bait already crowned with hope, 
and ſhalt then crown with glory and henourF, whom 
thou delighteſt to honour as thy friends and favourites, 
and advanceſt to a dignity and happineſs in all points 
Ike theirs? Thus hath thy truth declared, that they 
* who ſhall he accounted worthy to obtain that world, 
are equal to the angels, and are the children of God.” 
Children of God, in the moſt beneficial and exalted 
ſenſe, if equal to the angels; and therefore ſons of God, 
becauſe the Son of God was made the Son of man. The 
confideration of this myſtery gives me the confidence to 
| ſay, not only that man is little lower than the angels, 
not only that he is equal to the angels, but that 1a 
ſome reſpects he is even ſuperior to the angels; in that 
man, not angel, is God; and God vouchſafed to be 
made, not angel, but man. 


This honour done to our nature gives man a prero- 


1 Cor. Xii. 10. f 2 Cor. 13. 18. f Pfal. viii. 5. 
> Luke. xx. 34, 36. 
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gative above any other creature whatſoever ; For the 
Word, which was in the beginning with God, and dg 
God *, that word which ſaid, Let there he light, aud 
there avas light , (by which created light ſome under. 
{land thoſe intellectual ſpirits the angels) that word, Ly 
which God made all things 1n the beginning, «vas maids 
fleſh, and dwelt in us, and we have ſeen bis glory! 
This is that glory, in which I glory: this the joy n 
which I rejoice, 1 acknowlecge therefore, O Lord, my 
life, my joy and glory, that in making me a creature 
capable of reaſon, thou haſt made me in ſome regard 
equal to the angels; becaule this gives me a capacity 
of being made perfect by thy word, and receiving the 
adoption of ſons by thy only begotten Son; that Ce 
Son in whom thou art well pleaſed} ; thy conſubitan- 
tial coeternal heir, Jeſus Chriſt our only Lord and ke. 
deemer; our inlightener and comforter, cur Advocate 
with the Father 9. Our life, and Saviour, and on 
hope, who loved us more tenderly than his own bod, 
by whom we have boldneſs and acceſs with confidence 
* to thee, becauſe he hath given us power to become 
* the ſons of God, even to as many as believe ia hi 
name x. | 
Iwill magnify thy name, O Lord, for that by ct: 
ating me in thy own image after thy likeneſs +, thou 
haſt given me a capacity of ſuch excellent glory, as! 
become a child of God. This is an honour of whia 


9. John; 1. . 
} Mat. ui. 17. 
John. i. 12, 


7 Gen. 1. 3. 
§ 1 John. ii. 2. 
1 Gen. i. 26. 


| John j. 14 
„ Eph. iil. 11 
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bees and ſtones, and all the vegetable and ſenſitive 1155 ö 
world, whether of creatures in the air, or earth, or . 1 
| (a, are totally excluded. To whom thou halt not 5 1 
granted the power of becoming thy children, becauſe To, 
ae are not endued with reaſon, For in that reaſon by a 
„ich we attain to the knowledge of God, does this ca- 7 
n 
 W::city conſiſt; and therefore man alone is happy in it, 1 
l becauſe reſembling his hea enly Father in the dignity 
end perfections of a rational foul. Thus to thy favour ; 
N and goodoeis I owe my being a man, and to a yet | 1 9 
ider degree of the ſame goodneſs, that, * man 9 0 


| by nature, 1 am qualitied for becoming thy cl d by 15 11 


grace; Which no other of the creatures in this 800 
world can be. 


and wherce is this io o me, thou univerſal Author 
and Maker of every creature; whence, that I ſhould 
be fo ſignally honoured above the reſt of the works of 
| thy hands? Thou art the ſame from and to all eterni- | 
. and didſt in time create all things in the ſpace of 
| ix days. Man and beaſts, ſtones and trees, were pro- 
: WF &iccd together. No antecedent merits of their own con- 
| tributed to that production; for how could they de- 
ierve, Who as yet were not? it was of thy goodneſs a- 
lone that they had a being communicated to them, and 
aul in this reſpect were equal, that all were alike unde - 
| {crving, How came it then to paſs, that this creature 
WW whom thou endueſt with reaſon, ſhould receive ſuch a 
peculiar, ſuch abundant marks of thy love? Why were 
not they advanced to the ſame level with nie, or 1 at 
ealt thruſt down to the ſame with them? Lad l any 
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right, any pretence at all, to that glorious privelege gt 


being made capable of this divine Sonſhip ? Far beit 
from me, Lord, to entertain ſo vain a thought. Ne 


4 i 


— 


no, it was thy goodneſs, thy free grace alone, that 
made this diſtinction ſo much to my advantage; that 
I might ſee, and fecl, and taſte, and partake largely of 
thy mercy, And therefore by that grace, which thus 
appeared fo liberally in thy firſt creation, I humbly im- 


plore thee to make me a new creature; and grant me 


grace to be duly thankful for the infinite goodnefs thu; 
extended to me, 


HA P. VI. 
Of the Almighty Power of God. 


HY mighty hand, at all times and upon all cc. 
caſions the ſame, created angels in heaven, ard 
worms upon earth; nor was the one of thefe operati- 


ons leſs a demonſtration of thy omnipotence than the 0- 


ther. For as no hand but thine could give being to 
creatures ſo noble as the angels, ſo none but thine could 
frame the vileſt inſe&, Thine only could ſpread out the 


firmament, thine only could produce the leaſt ſpire ot 


graſs. Thine only could faſhion theſe wonderful bo- 
dies of ours, thine only make the leaſt hair of our heads 
white or black: for to that power which knows 19 


bounds, all things are not only poſſible, but are equal- 
ly ſo. 

To Thee there 1s the fins difficulty in making a 
worm, as an angel; to Thee the ſame eaſe in creating the 
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whole heaven, as a fingle leaf; the colouring a hair, 


and compacting a body, are the ſame thing, and the 
Almighty finds no difference between hanging the earth 
upon the waters, and ſupporting the waters by dry 
ground. Whatever pleaſed him was done in heaven and 
inearth, and in the fea, and in all deep places *; and 
done exactly as it pleaſed him. He made them all, and 
me among the relt, according to the excellency of his 
| wiſdom, and ſkill, and power, and good bs, 1hy 
hand, hadſt thou thought fit, could have made me 2 
| fone, or a bird, or a ſerpent, or any of the brutal 
kind; but ſuch was thy goodneſs, that it would not. 
I then I would be ſatisſied why 1 am none of theſe, 
bat a creature by far more excellent than all theſe ; no 
| | other anſwer can be returned to that queſtion, but 
Imi, that thy wondrous goodneſs was pleaſed thus to 
Q order it, and that it did thus order without any confi- 


der 


[dcration on my part to deſerve, or any way inclipe thee 


75 grant me tuch pref-ren ce above the creatures cf 
1 N 5 1 | 1 8 ” TTY 

oner atalnments, and leſs honourable ſtation, 

| How ſhall therefore praiſe thee, molt mighty. 
Lord? How thall I be able to contribute to thy glory, 
Evo could contribute nothing to my own exiſtence ? 
Let thy own works magnify thee, according to the 
Eireatneſs and multitude of thy power and mercies. 


Urbz praiſe is too vaſt to be comprehended by thought, 
fexpreſt by words, or heard by any mortal zar. Theſe 
4 are finite, and paſs away; but thy glory is inſinite, 
| Pal the praiſe of it endureth for ever. Our thoughts 
q * Pal, Cxxxv. 6. 
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begin, and ſoon come to an end, our words form di. 


ry 


4229 


rent ſounds, and vaniſh into air, our ear receives ; 
preſſion of thoſe ſounds, and quickly loſes them apr 
but thy praiſe is fixed, and abideth to all eternity. 
What mortal man then is ſufficient to 2% 4, 
noble acts, or ſet ferth all thy praiſe* ? He praiſes thee 
indeed, who acknowledges himſelf unable to pry 
thee. We only praiſe thee in and by thy elf, ain al 
our praiſe is in thee. Then have we true praiſe, wher 
thou approveſt thy own works in us; when we fo 
it from any other, we loſe true praiſe; for that is tra. 
ſitory, thine eteroal, and as oft as the tranſit; j; 
graſped at, the cternal flips away from us. Let f. 
therefore love and ſeek thee alone, from whom is tr: 
and laſting praiſe, Give me thyſelf, and fo ſhall lhe 
able to praiſe thee ; for, what am 1 without thee, bi 
duſt and aſhes, a dead dog, a loathſome carcals, and 
how ſhould death and corruption praife ze C:d i 
ſpirits of all fleſh, that inhabiteth eternity! 


i 


1 


Can darkneſs praiſe light, and death life? Yet {url 
is the difference between thee and me. Thou rt It, 
I am darkneſs : thou art life, 1 am death: thou an 
eternal ſubſtance, I vanity and nothing, And can 
mortal man, who to day is, and to morrow is not, pas 
him that endures the ſame for ever ? Can rottennels ant 
worms add to the glory of the Great God? Cin he 
is conceiv'd and born, and brought up in fin, pre 
that holineſs whoſe pure eyes cannot behold-iniquity! 


| 9. PAL £Vl- 3 + Numb; il, 21 
Tai. Ivii. 15. | 
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"oil Xo, my God, let thy own incomprehenſible power and 
i viſdom, and goodneſs, thy boundleſs mercy and un— 
"At ſpeakable clemency ; let theſe, for theſe alone are qua- 

ized to ſet forth thy praiſes, Even that Almighty 
power, and infinite love, by which thou haſt created me 
edo natural, and regenerated me to ſpiritual life, O God, 


me life of my ſoul. | 1 
Li | | 
Ye CHAP. VIL | 
= =_ 

A Prayer for the Divine Grace and Protection. 11 


e therefore rejoice under the ſhadow of thy 
1 wings, and hope in thy goodneſs, which firſt gave 


me being. Thy bounty made me, let it alſo help me; 1 . 

e preſerve that creature which thy goodneſs made, from . 
periſhing in its own wickedneſs and miſery. For how blog. 
em I the better for being made, if I be ſuffered to ſink | 814 
into my own corruption? Haſ? thou, my God, created | P $0 ; 1 

man for nougbt? Deſpiſæ not then the work of ww ; 4 

gun hands * but govern and preſerve it. Thou A 

5 madeſt me out of nothing, and if thou leaveſt me deſ- e 
titute of thy protection, I ſhall quickly return to no- Tiſh 
thirs For as I was not, when thou firit commanded{t K N 

me into being, fo uvleſs thou be pleaſed to aſſiſt and 17 

0 ſapport me, there is that principle of deſtruction in me, | "49 | [ 
which will ſoon make me not to be again. Wits | 

| Help me therefore, thou God of my life, that I pe- in | 
ni not. Hedlt thou not made me, I had never been hy l | 

at all: becauſe thou madeſt me I am what I am; but ; "4 

*- Pal. IXRix 4. & cxxxvilt. 8. Ce 3 
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, © | k kind, < 
if thou preſerve me not, I am no more. Let then , MI ©. 

: As | | ot wich 

love, which prevail'd with thee to give me being, pre. 1 
i | ut t 
vail alſo for the governance and preſervation of that be. 2 

Vain CO! 

ing. Save what thou haſt created, and compleat thy TE 

mat 


mercy; for better were it never to have created me, 


rence Al 
than to create me for fin and deſtruction, The ben:%; bal 
U d © 
I aſl, is not leſs than that youchſafed re thy 
. . . : exaltth 
love is {till the ſame, for thou hateſt nothing that t N 
things 
haſt made, and art the ſame kind God, even love ite, * 
170 i. 
Thy hand is not ſhortned, that it cannot fave, bei. ” 
pe Re i ; riont, 
ther thy ear heavy, that it cannot hear; but my ini. 5 = 
oY | 5 heart 
* quities have ſeparated between me and my 6394 *, 3 
| | 3 fear th 
between darkneſs and light, between the ſhadow ot SR 
| 8 ES 2nd n 
death and life, between falſhood and truth ; between er 
neir 


my periſhing, and thy enduring and everlaiting {4 
ſtance. 


feet | 
darkn: 
might 
c H A P. VIII. 965 
| manifo 
A Prayer againſt Evil Deſires. 


enemy 


ſouls, 


HESE are the thick ſhades of night, with which 

I am encompaſs'd in the dark dungeon  tlis 

mortal body, till the day dawn, and the day far 
ariſe in my heart F. O that thy powerful voice would 


al Je! 
the 79, 


eye, 


| Sir 

Hue that irreſiſtible command, Let there be Jak ! x 

\ - and e 

ſo ſhould darkneſs diſperſe from of the face of the dec. . 
fo the dry land appear || and bring forth abundantly Za 

: . . whom 

the green herb, and the fruit of righteouſneſs after his no f 


Lind, O Father of life, leave me not under the power 
of wicked imaginations, nor give me a proud look: 
but turn away from thy ſervant an haughty mind and 
rain concupiſcence, and poſſeſs my heart with thy grace, 
that I may ſerve and always think on thee with reve- 
rence and godly fear. 

Enlighten my eyes that they may ſee thee, and not 
exalt themſelves; but gaze with humble wonder on the 
things that are too high to be thoroughly perceived : 
and fix my fight and deſires on the bleſſings of thy 
night, and not on thoſe of thy Jeit hand. Attract my 
heart with that goodneſs thou haſt laid up for them that 


fear thee; that I may love thee with everlaſting love; 


2nd not wander after vain objects, and, blinded with 8 1 
heir dec*iiful appearance, put bitter for ſweet, and 9001 
fueet Fir bitter; darkneſs for light, and light for 34 
dirkneſs * : But that by thy gracious guidance and Go 
mighty protection, I may be ſafely led, and eſcape thoſe 11 ; 
manifold ſnares which the ſubtle nature of our common 23 1 } 
enemy lays every where in our way to catch unwary {408 
ſouls, Of which, he who wiſely had conſidered our | i 4 
danger, hath given us this fair warning, All that is in 5 
the orrld, is the luſt of the flaſh, the deſires of the Wk 
gen and the pride of life . Wy 
Since then every place is ſo thick ſet with ſnares, 9 #1 
and every ſtep we take fo full of hazard, who ſhall be | AMR 
able to promiſe himſelf ſafety ? Surely none but he 17 
| whom thou ſecureſt from the deſire of the eyes, by tak= _ We g ; 
ing from him a proud look ; none but he, whom thou 1 

* Tai. v. 20, 1 1 John. ii, 16, + Wt n 
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defendeſt againſt the 4 of the fleſh, by turning from 
him vain concupiſcence: none but he, whom thou hiſt 
made proof againſt the pride of liſe, by delivering him 
from a haughty and inſolent and profane mind. Happy 
the man who is thus arm'd, thus protected; His e. 
_ * nemies ſhall not be able to do him violence, the ſongf 
* wickedneſs ſhall not hurt him *. | 

I beg thee therefore, O my Redeemer, for thy Own 
mercies fake, let me not fall into the ſnares laid for 
me, nor give the adverſary occaſion to triumph in my 
ruin. Let my God ariſe, and let his enemies be ſcat- 
* tered, yea, let them that hate him flee before him, 
* Like as the ſmoak vaniſheth, ſo do thou drive then 
away; and like as the wax melteth at the fire, ſo le 
the ungodly periſh at the preſence of God. Thou, 
Lord, art the Father of the fatherleſs, hear the cry of 
tiy deſolate and helpleſs children. Sleep not, nw 
ſlusuber, O thou keeper of Ifrael t, for the watchtul 
enemy that labours //-ael['s deſtruction, doth neither 
{lumber nor ſleep. | 

O light, before which all other light is darknets, 
which no night can damp, no obſtruction intercept, ny 
blindneſs ſhut out; thou that enlighteneſt every thing 
in every part, at once and always receive me in thy 
brightneſs, that I may ſee thee in thyſelf, and myſel 
in thee, and all things elſe under thee. If thou with: 
draw thy ſhining, the clouds of my 1gnorance pathe;, 
and I am overwhelmed with ſin and error. All is black 


* Pſal. Ixxxix. AJ» { Pſal. Ixviii. I, 2. | Pſal. XXI. 4 
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MEDITATIONS. 4 gh 
ill evil without thee ; for what can poſſibly be good, 15 | 
which is deſtitute of thee, the true, the chicf, the only 0 on 
5 133 — 
I know, 0 Lord, and acknowledge, that beſides 9 0 
thee alone not only all without, but all within me, is 76 
miſery and want. And otherwiſe than wretched I can- Wy 
not be, when diſtracted by the vaſt variety of worldly 3 


objects, and drawn off from thee, the one ſupreme 41 
good. I purſue firſt one, and then another, but cannot 175 
meet with ſatisfaction from any: I ſtarve in the midſt 


diſorderly eagerneſs for traſh, and, help me to reliſh 
| the wholeſome food of ſouls: and to labour for that 


meat which endureth to everlaſting life *, 

The great things thou haſt done for me already en- 
courage me to aſk and hope for more, I was not, and 
thou gaveſt me being; I was loſt and thou haſt reſtor- 
ad me; dead and thou haſt raiſed me; thou endured? 


P John, vi. 29. 


of plenty, and am but mock'd with the empty pomp of 0 
a ſeaſt, when my ſoul feeds on any thing but thee ; 1.10 
| for thou alone canſt ſatisfy my hunger, aſſwage my 1 5 | 
| pains, and fill my large deſires. 18 
How wretched, doubly wretched, is that ſoul, 1 
- 655 i, ? 
which forſakes thee, with whom is fulneſs and joy, N 
0 follow the world, where it is ſure to ſuffer poverty Fs. 
ad pain? The world cries out, I cannot ſatisfy thee 5 4 
ö 2 | it 1. 4 
wou ſayeſt, eat and let thy foul be ſatisfied ; and yet 15 N 
| (ſuch is the perverſeneſs of my appetite) I follow af— i x 
5 ; ; 44 
ter that which cannot, and forſake that which can and 1 
vould content me. Correct, O ſpiritual Phyfician, this e 
41 
2 
v4 


_ ® * WL a _— 3 


* 
* . < - 
„— 
— * — 7. 
* 2 * 


222 MEDITATIONS, 


death to purchaſe my life; and tho” the King of he 
ven deliveredſt up thy WK to ranſom the leaſt ir 
moſt unworthy of thy ſubjeAs, thy blood was g, 
thought a price too dear for my redemption, 3 


Or Cod's 


I may truly ſay, that in ſome ſenſe, thou love g. 


better than thyte!f „ ſince thou Wert Content to die f 
Ws | HE: 

full 
ch ſuch 


em for C- 


my ſake. By fo gracious a coverant, by fo precious 


ranſom, am I redeem d from ſlavery and exile, fee 
Iron 


punichment and death. And that the remembrans g 
UL 


ſuch aſtoniſhing mercies might be for ever freſh and yr. 
fent with me, thou haſt called me by thy name, ma Jay ne: tO. 
; ength, a 
4 body k 
w bleſſed 


| «tho Ju, | 


me for thy own with thy blood, anointed me with thy 
oil of the Holy Spirit, with which thyſelf waſt andi. 
ed, and diſtinguiſhed me with the moſt honoutabh 
of all titles, that of Crinian. Thus have thy orcs 
and mercy all along prevented me. And infinite are 1 
ouſand t 
e deepel 


Au 272 4 
/ 


dangers from which thou haſt delivered me. They 
haſt been my guide and teacher, when I ſtray'd throus! 
ignorance; my reprover and corrector when I ofen 


through careleſneſs or preſumption; my center ker ch 
trouble, my ſupport in deſpair ; when I fell, thou took. onltant 
eſt me up; when I ttood, it was becaute thou vb. e not 
elt me, w hen la dvanced, thou conductedſt me; hann; © 


] approached, thou receivedſt Me; when | llept, 05 Intinue t 


didſt guard me; when I cry'd thou didſt hear an. tic 
my 
5 c 


ee as ni 


wer me. 
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CHAP. ix. 


\ God's ſceing all the Actions and Intentions of 


4 ſuch a ſenſible delight, that I could dwell upon 


HESE and innumeruble other mercies, I thank- 


fully aſcribe to thee, my God, and recollect 


em for ever; and wiſh ro ſpeak, and think of thee 
ne: to love thee with all my heart, and mind, and 
ength, and, with every faculty and part of my {ou 
| body be conſtantly employed in praifing thee,  O 
1 bleſſed are thoſe pious men who can rejuice in thee? 
«thou, my God, feett all my imperfections, and how 
r diltant 1 am from this happineſs. Thy eyes are a 
ſind times more piercing than the ſan, p=netrating 
e deepeſt and darkeſt receſſes, and watching conti- 
Ally in every place to behold the evil aud the good &. 
For thou, who filleſt and governeſt all things, haſt 
onſtant regard to the work of thy own hands: haet 
dou not loved thy creatures, thou hadſt not made 
em; and the fame love which made, wilt always 
dotinue to guide, and preſerve, and watch over them. 
Pos thou art ever preſent with me, always making 
EU my goings, and numbreit all my ſteps : thou 
| Indeſt over me as a watchful centinel, and obſerveſt 
. as nicely as if all care of every thing beſides had 
bet diſmiſt, and I remain'd the only object of thy con- 
u; for ſo entire, ſo unalterable is the perfection of 
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thy fight and knowledge, that it is neither mere ex: 
dy being confin'd to one object, nor at all perplexed g 


with all its parts in one diſtinctly, ſo doſt thou {ce yi 


by thee; for otherwiſe I mult periſh, not being d 
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all times equally ; an inceſſant obſerver of all my wien 
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confuſed by taking into view the moſt diſtant ang ds 
innumerable. Becauſe as thou conſidereſt the 90 


though never ſo many, never ſo different, never {1 n 
mote ; and ſeeſt them all together, with one ang f 
ſame act of thy whole divine knowledge. This is; 
ſuch unbounded comprehenſion, ſo incapable of beg 
ſeparated in its own operations, or diſtracted with ra 
ety of objeds, that one and many are the ſame, 2 
both underſtood and obſerv'd alike, becauſe falling 
like under the ſame undivided and entire wiſdom, oa 
applies the whole of itſelf to the conſideration of cad 
and every thing. 

And thus I ought to believe my ſelf, and eren 
thing belonging to me as much under thy eye, 381 
thy providence had no other care. For thou art aW 4 
preſent, always ready, if thou do bit find me { 
Whereſoever I go, thou goeſt along with me, exc 
I firſt forſake and fall from thee. Where-ever | an 
thou abideſt with me; for thou art every uber 
that I may find thee upon every remove, and g 


to ſubſiſt without thee, I mult acknowledge ther, th 
every thing I do is done in thy preſence ; thou u 
ſtandeſt every action, and the nature of it, much h 
than even I who am the doer of it. For let me 09 
what I will, and when I will, ſtill thou art preſent 4 
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id intentions, my inclinations and inward complacen- 
cies, my words and actions. So good reaſon have I to 
cry out with David, Lord, thou knoweſt all my deſire, 
ind under/tandeft my thoughts afar off |. 


Thou ſeeſt how the ſpirit moves me, whence it 


thou art the eier of ſpirits. The outward act, like 
4 well leav'd tree, may be fair and flouriſhing, and 
impoſe upon the eyes of men; but the All-iceing 
Judge gocs deeper, he examines the ſap and the root 
throughly, If this be rotten or bitter, if the intention 
b2 corrupt, he deals with the tree according to 1ts 
root, and recompenſes the man after the bent of his 
heart. The evil that he would do is punifh'd, and the 
good he endeavour'd and heartily deſir'd to do, but 
could not, is as kindly accepted as if it had been actu- 
ally accomplitzed. Thou ſeeſt, as ſoon as I begin to 
move, what I would be at; what 1 deſign and delight 
in; thy ears and eyes are ever open; thou attencclt 
caligently, and cnterc{t punctually into thy book, 
whatever I do, whether it be good, or whether it be 
geil, that the one may reccive a bountiful reward, the 
her its deſerv'd puniſhment. And this ſhall ſurely 
ve * whea the books {hall be opened, and all mankind 
* hail be jadged out of the things which are written in 
* thoſe books, according to their works *.“ 


Thus may we underſtand what is ſaid of thee, that 
thou ſearcheſt out all herſectian; becauſe in human 
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| () Lord, the God of the ſpirits of all f:/þ +, whole that! 


226 MEDITATIONS, 


actions thou haſt a greater regard to what we wiſh ng 
intend to do. than to what we really do. And wher 
1 fertoufly conſider, that this is the method by which 
thou preceedeſt, ſhame and confuſion, fear and hor. 
rible dread, {ink my ſpirits; to think how holy and 03. 


little g 
but tho 
vinced 

trely t! 
and as 


right, how pore and ſincere, all our intentions and be. art ple 
haviour ought to be, ſince we do every thing in the in vai 


* 


fight of our judge; a judge on whom no difouiſe can how Ii 
impoſe, but who does not only fee our actions, by: by lea 
perfectly diſcern our moſt ſecret thoughts, bringi 
thy be 

6 | 7 | 

The Impotence of human Nature to 28% Tembtatic; 0:09 
without the aſſiſtance of divine grace * jor-q 

| my ( 


eyes are upon all the ways of the ſons of mer, 


own 
from the very inſtant of their entrance into this world, ver, 


to that of their departure out of it, that thou may! prot 


render to every man according to his doings; bring me, 


tor! 
I beſeech these, acqu.inted with myſelf; that I may bz ſupp 
truly ſenſible of my weakneſs and my wants, I have and 
indeed preſumed to ſay, but they were but vain boats, bly 
that I was rich, and ſtood in nzed of nothing; while tha 
* alas! I was poor and blind, and naked, and miſer. but 
* able, and weak .“ Thus I thought myſelf {ome- doi 
thing, when in truth I was nothirg; and profe//ing | 
myſelf to be wiſe, I became a fool\|, I arrogated the v 
* Chap. xv, xvi, xvii + Numb, xvi, 22. f Rev WW i 
. 17. Kom. I. 23. : N 
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ittle good I had to my own wiſdom and diligence, 
put thou haſt undeceived my partial miſtakes, and con- 
cinced me now effectually, that every excellence is en- 
rely thy gift h, that withor? the aus can do nothing **; 


end as the Pſalmiſt well obſerves, Except thou, Lord, 


gt pleaſed 17 keep the cily, the <111tch 7574 72 aA. th hu? 


2erimentaily, of 


RY 1 3 * . 4 1 > + 8. 
how little ſigniſicanc E uman neh 05 ;ndutiry ares 


in vain *, Thou haſt taught me ex 
by leaving me for a while deſtitute of thy help. and 


bringing my ſuppoſed abilities to the proof. Not for 
thy better information, who knowelt me perfectly be- 
fore, but in order to the creating in me right notioas 
of myſelf; and abating that unjult eſteem I entertain'd 
jor qualifications not yet underſtood For it is true, 
my God, I did not only think myſelf ſomething, but 
that my being ſo, was owing to myſelf; and that my 
own ſtrength was ſecurity ſufficient; nor did 1 diſco- 


ver, that my ſafety was the effect of thy guidance and 


protection, till thou thoughteſt fit to withdraw thyſelf 


for a ſeaſon, and ſufferedit me to fall for want of thy 
By this event, alas! I had but too ſenſible 
and too ſad a demonſtration, that all 1 did commend- 


ſupport, 


ably before, was the effect of thy gracious governance; 
that my miſery and my fall was properly my own; 
but my recovery and my ſanding, thine and only thy 
doing, | 

Thus haſt thou in mercy open'd my eyes, and a- 
waken'd me out of my deceitful dream; by letting me 


lee, that man is appointed to a ſtate of warfare upon 
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earth t, that dangers and temptations beſet hi every 
where, that no fleſh can have whereof to glory before 


God, in hope to be juſtified in the fight of their Al. 


mighty Judge; ſince whatever good thing we have 97 
do, be the proportion Jeſs or more, ſtill the whole ;. 


my gift; and nothing truly our own but our fins 274 
our miſeries. And what ſhall man then find to g' 


of? Of his {ins and miſcries? That were molt ab. 
ſurd, a cauſe of ſhame and ſorrow, but none for Loaf. 
ing or ſelf- ſatisfaction. What then? of any good? No, 


not that neither; for this is equally abſurd, to glon 
of that which is not our own, but another's, For thirs, 


O Lord, is all the good, and conſequently thine all the 


glory. 


good that is thine, the ſame is a thief and a robber: 


and thus far reſembles the devil himſelf, that he Mode 


uſurp upon the majeſty and property of his maſter, He 
that is ambitious of praiſe for thy gifts, and aias nt 
at promoting thy. honour, but his own, how ptoful; 
fcever men may be in their commendations of him, 
yet thou wilt be ſure to reproach and condemn hin 
And what hall th: 
For though they ex- 
to! never ſo much, yet if thou diſapprove, they {il 
not be able to defend him when thou fitteſt in jud;- 


for his arrogance and injuſtice, 
praiſe of men then profit him? 


ment, nor to deliver bim from vengeance, when ily 

awſul voice ſhall paſs the fatal ſentence upon him. 
Therefore, O Lord, who haſt formed and ſullainec 

me from my mother's womb, ſuffer me not, I imp 


| 7 $09 IV. 1. 
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„ to fall under that condemnation, of attempting 
a \ teal away any part of thy glory. Thine is all the 
\\. Wc. and fit, it is, that thine ſhould be all the honour 
or eu. To me belongs only confuſion of face, and mi- 
WM: unſpeakable for mine is all the evil, and of that 
«| this muſt be the conſequence, unleſs thy mercy in- 
poſe and reſcue me. But thou, my Lord, wilt have 
erey; thy mercy extends to all thy works, and thou 
Nel nothing that thou haſt made; thou imparteſt to 


as of thy own goodneſs, ard coricheit vs with many 
excellent gifts; having declared thyſelf, a lover of 
the poor, and a provider for their neceſfities out of 
thy hid treaſures *, Behold we are poor, we are thy 
needy children, thy little flock y; open to us thy gates, 
that * the poor may eat and be ſatisfied, and the heart 
* of them that ſeek thee, may praile thee and live for 
wb For I am taught, that none but they who 

e, and acknowledge, and lament their poverty, all 
be enriched by thee $ ; while the rich and preat in their 
own conceits, (who are in reality the leaſt and moſt 


| wretchedly indigent of all others) ſhall be {cnt empty 


away **, and left to periſh in their ſuppoſed ſufficiency. 
In a due ſenſe of this diſpenſation, I moſt zumbly 
confeſs my ſpiritual poverty; that 1 have nothing of my 
own; and, if any good action have been cone by me, 
the honour of it is 1ntirely thing, becauſe the good it- 
{elf was thy gift. I do look upon myſelf to be no bet- 
ter than vanity, a mals of corraption, a dark and empty 
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creature, a barren ſoil, not able, without the fg. 
ing dew of thy bleſhng, to bring forth any frag 
the venomous and noiſome weeds of ſhame, 1 
and death. If. I have any govd difpoſition, it j« (54 
infuſing ; if 1 have perſevered in doing well, ng 
cauſe thy ſtrength enabled me; if i tell off f 
courſe, it was becauſe thy grace did not preſerte y, 
and in each of thoſe relapſes I had lain and bea. 
for ever, had not thy mighty hand raifed me gy; 
that duſt of death. Thy light alone delivered ms {1 
blindneſs, thy defence from temptations, thy ſup 


from relapſes, and thy continual governance from fy 
miſery and ruin irrecoverable. 

Thus hath thy goodneſs, O my God, prevented n 
in all the events and exigencies of my life; reſcuing ne 


out of paſt evils, ſuſtaining and defendinp me ag 
the preſent, and arming me againſt the future. Hei 
ing in pieces the nets and ſnares laid to entrap my for] 
and taking out of the way the occaſions and allure 
ments to fin, which hadit thou not done for ms, ther 
is not in the world a crime ſo black, but I micht has 
been guilty of it. For this I know, O Lord, that there 
is no fin ever committed by any one man, which a 
other man is not capable of committing too, if that 
almighty power which made him man, be not at hard 
with its aſliſtance. But what I could not do for myfel!, 
thou haſt vouchſafed in much mercy to do for me: tho 
laidſt upon me thy commands, and didſt fignify, whit 
1 ought to abſtain from: thou gaveſt to theſe com- 
mands the ſanction of promiſes and threatnings, at 
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by grace alone ! aſcribe my believing the one and 


i WM other. Thou haſt governcd and preſerved me to 
n/ (8: and to myſelf ; and, by thy ſeaſonable and hap- 
© 5 MW refraiots, I have been kept from adultery, mur- 


' 1: WM, blaſphemy, and every heinous violation of thy 
which otherwiſe had provoked thy diſplcafure, 
certainly incurred my own damnation, 

sometimes there was no tempter to perſuade me to 
amiſs; and, that there was no ſuch at hand, was 
e effect of thy mercitul providence. At other times 
e tempter was ready, and had done his part, but for 
ant of fit time and place, the temptation could not 


ace. At others, he laid the bait, place was convent- 
l t, opportunity was inviting, and then, by thy re- 


raining grace, I was 1 from complying with 
Is black and deceitful allurcments, Sometimes he made 
5 2pproaches in the 41 black anddoathſome as he is; 
Id thy aſſiſtance enabled me to diſcover and deteſt his 
eformities. Sometimes e rong van armed*attacked 
pe with open force, and huped to carry me by terror and 
E and in theſe conflicts thou haſt ſo powerfull re- 
ned him, and ſtrengthened me, that I have not only 

00d the ſhock, but come off conqueror. Sometimes he 
ah accoſted me in a bright and beautiful figure, and 
proniformed himſelf into an angel of trohty ; and thou 
Paatt rebuked him, and opened my eyes in time, to detect 
is borrowed diſguiſes. For this is the red dragon, : 
F ſerpent, called the Devil and Satan, bavirig fe" oa 
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4 heads and ten bornss; the great leviathan, l right 
1 thou haſt made to take his paſtime upon the vat c. tageme 
: of this world, wherein are things erecping tinun comet! 
4 rable, both ſmall and great beaſts +; that is, ſuu buſcad 
G kinds of evil ſpirits, working miſchief day and gay or 
N and going about continually, ſeeking whom they my - verſel 
4 dour T. And devour they certainly will, except tþ; cs. 
4 the great Shepherd of fouls, deliver the prey out ſtill v 
4 their hungry Jaws. | in eaſe 

This is he, who appeared in the form of a f ruin, 
in paradiſe ö. whole ail drew down a third part deavo 
the ſtars of heaven, and caſt them to the earl,” oerly 
who poiſons the waters, that men may drink af the mean 
venomed liquor and die, who irufteth that be 4 awak 

14 draw up Jordan in tis mouth, and 1s made with everl. 
s | fear Fr. And, who can defend himſelf from his oreed come 
4 ravenings, except thou, Lord, deliver him, who break mact 
ach eſt the heads of the great dragon FF? Do thou tl: preſe 
* fore help and protect us, hide us under the ſhadow F 
1 | thy wings, and hield us from the force of the mir gar 
is q ſter's horns. _ For this is his conſtant e mployient, th canon 
1 his only deſire and endeavour, to deſtroy and ua for c 
* up the fouls which thou haſt made. to el 
* To thee therefore, our God, we flce, to thee us dur 
A | cry for defence againſt our daily and our dead!) ior; mo! 
A who, whether we ſleep or wake, whether we cat f the 
4 drink, or whatever elſe we are employed about, i ver) 

* Rev. il. 1, 2, + Pal. cir. } x Pet. . * 
$ Gen. ili. 1. Rev. Xii. 4. ++ Job xl. ere. 


13. A Pal. Ixxiv. 13. 
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tight and day making war againſt us, by cunning ſtra- 
tagems and a thouſand unconceivable arts of deluſion. 
Sometimes in open field, ſometimes from private am- 
 buſcades aiming his poiſon'd darts at us, that he may 
ſay our ſouls. And yet, ſo wretchedly ſtupid, ſo per- 
verſely mad are we, that though we know and ſee this 
ferce dragon is ever making at us with open mouth, 
till we can fold our hands to ſleep, indulge ourſelves 
ineaſe and ſloth, and wantonly {port upon the brink of 
ruin, as if no danger threatned us. His conſtant en- 
deavour is our deſtruction, and upon this he is ſo ea- 
gerly intent, as never to flumber or ſleep : we in the 


mean while ſleep ſecure, and will not ſo much as be 


awakened into one ſerious thought of our chief, our 


everlaſting concern. And what, alas! mult needs be- 


come at laſt, of creatures whom the enemy uſes ſo 
much induſtry to delcroy, and they ſo very little to 
preſerve themſelves. 

For infinite, God knows, are our bara and all 
our way is ſpread fo thick with traps and toils, that we 
cannot tread one ſtep where there is not ſome net laid 
for our ſouls. And whoſe wiſdom and care is ſufficient 
to eſcape them all? Snares in our plenty, and ſnares in 
our poverty: ſnares in our compery, and ſnares in our 
molt private retirements : ſnares in our pleaſures, and 


the ordinary refreſhments of life; and ſnares in our 


very faſtinps and molt mortifying auſterities. Abroad 
or at home, aſleep or awake, we are never ſafe, but 
every word and action, every thought and deſign is ha- 
zardous and enſnaring. Such is our condition, and fo 
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| manifold our danger. But do thou, Lord, deliver ys 


from the toils of the hunter, that we may give thanks 
unto thy name, ſaying with the holy Pſalmiſt, If the 
Lord himſelf had not been on our fide, our enemies 
had ſwallowed us up quick: but praiſed be the 
Lord, who hath not given us over as a prey unto their 
teeth. Our ſoul is eſcaped even as a bird out of the 
* ſnare of the fowler, the ſnare is broken, and we are 
delivered *. 1 

+ Do thou, O gracious God, my life and light, is 
order to compleating this deliverance, enlighten my 
eyes, that I may fee thy light, and walk in it. For 
who can eſcape the ſnares he does not ſee? And who 


can ſee them, except thou open his eyes, and dire& 


his unwary ſteps? The prince of darkneſs works in 
the dark, and ſpreads his nets unſeen ; and the chil- 
dren of darkneſs fall into them, becauſe deſtitute of 
thy light, in which whoſoever walketh, walketh fafe- 
Iy. For if any man walketh in the day he ſtumbleth 
not, becauſe he ſeeth the light of this world. But if 
© a man walk in the night he ſtumbleth, becauſe there 
is no light in him.“ Now thou, my God, art the 
light which alone can guide us; thou art the light cf 
the children of light, the day that never declines, and 
they who walk in thee, tread ſure and ſafe, but the) 
who want thee, are (till in the thickeſt night, and knoy 


not whither they go. 


This is molt manifeſt from daily experience, thy 


Pal. exxili. 1, z, 6, 7. + Chap. xv. 
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the farther any man wanders from thee, the more he 


is bewildered in the night of ignorance and error, of ſin 


and confuſion; and the more groſs the darkneſs about 
him is, the leſs he is capable of diſcerning his danger; 
the oftener he is entangled the deeper he falls, and is 
not ſenſible that he does ſo. And how ſhould he be 
ſolicitous to riſe again, who does not perceive the ne- 
ceſſity of ſuch an attempt, but fondly thinks he ſtands, 
even when he falls molt deſperately? How ſhall that 
patient ever find a cure, who hath no apprehenſion of 
his diſeaſe? So great occaſion have I to be importu- 
nate with thee, my God, and light, that thou ſhouldſt 
enlighten my eyes, and ſhew me the true ſtate of my 


caſe, that I may ſee my way, and rightly apprehend my 


danger, and not be overthrown before my cruel adver- 
faries, For our common enemy intends no leſs than 
our utter deſtruction : * he is a robber from the begin- 
ning, and ſuch he will continue to the end of the world. 


He ſirſt formed a deſign of invading thy glory, and, for 


a puniſhment of that unjuſt and ſacrilegious pride, was 
caſt out of thy holy mountain. And now ſince that fall 
from heaven, he ſtill carries on his wicked deſigns with 
indefatigable induſtry and malice, labouring with all 
his might to undermine thy children ; and in impla- 
cable deſpight to thee, to deſtroy the creature honour- 
ed above the reſt, by being made after thy own image, 
and deſigned to inherit that glory with thyſelf, from 
which he by his proud preſumption fell. But, O thou 
Shepherd of Iſrael, break in pieces the head of this 
| * Ifaiah xiv. | 
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Tavening wolf, let him not tear and devour thy tender 
lambs, but lead thy flock ſafely, and conduct them at 
laſt to thyſelf. Thou knoweſt his goings out, and li; 
coming in, and his rage againſt us * thou ſeeſt thro? 
all his cunning diſguiſes, and canſt with eaſe detect his 
ſubrileſt devices. Nor do I mention theſe to inform thee 
of them, for thou knoweſt all things, and the ſecreteſt 
1maginations are not hid from thee : but 1 lament my 
danger, and my own diſability, that thou, my judge, 
mayelt ſee how ſenſible I am of both, that thy compaſ- 
ſion may come into my aſſiſtance, and diſappoint our 
enemy and thine, and ſave thoſe ſouls whoſe ſtrength 
thou art alone, 

Our enemy is wondrous crafty, and his contiivances 
are ſo diſguiſed, that, except thou open our eyes, we 
cannot eaſily diſcover what it is he aims at, nor diſtin- 


guiſh this deadly foe, from a very affectionate friend. 
For he conveys himſelf into every place, and is dexte- 


rous beyond what is poſſible to conceive, at putting on 
all manner of ſhapes. Sometimes he appears like him- 
ſelf, a raging wolf, or a black fiend ; at other times he 
ſeems a meek and gentle lamb, and is transformed into 
an angel of light, He watches all our motions, obſerves 
what poſture our affairs are in, and accommodates his 
temptations to the humour, the occaſions, the events 
and fortunes of each perſon; he conſiders the times, 
the places, the critical junctures, in which theſe are 
molt likely to prevail, and is ſure to fall in with thoſe, 
that are moſt favourable to his miſchievous purpelcs. 


* Ifatah xxxvil. 28. 
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7 -quoterfeits melancholy, that he may delude the 


ful and dejected; and jollity, that he may be- 
\ he ſprightly and gay; he wears ſheep's cloath- 
that he may deceive the ſecure; and all the ſa- 
e ferceneſs of the wolf, that he may terriſy the 
al. Thus does he manage matters with ſuch a 
| 2ddreſs, that ſome are ſcared with terrors by 
, and others wounded with the arrows that fly by 
others tainted with the ſecret Pehſilence of lufts 
t walk in darkneſ5*, and others deſtroyed by the 
n profaneneſs and impudent vices that waſte al ne- 
\, And who is ſufficient for theſe things? What 
dence,. what caution can be a match for {uch intri- 
e impoſtures? Who can diſcover the face of his 
nent, or bridle up the teeth of this tyrannical le- 
thank ? 

Behold he hides his arrows ſecretly in his quiver, 
{hits us ſuddenly, when we are leaſt in fear. While 
corers his hook with ſpecious baits, and ſets his 


| talſe appearances of happineſs, and under the pre- 
ſee of kindneſs and friendſhip : and theſe things paſs 
Fon us very eaſily, unleſs thou, Lord, help us to pull 
| the maſk, and detect his ſlight of hand with which 
e crafty juggler deludes our credulous ſight. Were 
in danger only from acknowledged vice, and the 
orks of the fleſh, the matter were not ſo hard to guard 


tiller upon us, and hath a thouſand ways of com- 
*.-Plal. xci.. 5, 6. + Job xl. 13. | 


3s out of ſight, he draws us into miſery and death, 


ſelves againſt him, But alas! he turns our own 
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paſſing his ends and our deſtruction; by our very | 


lt pre! 

tues and graces, by our devotions and moſt ſpirit Ko 
exerciſes. And this 1s properly to transform hin yelf tl 
into an angel of light, when he makes us ten tinfM.itud, 
more the children of hell, by perverting thoſe y ſpleaſir 


methods which ſeem to have the moſt direct tendenod: t 
to heaven. Theſe, and innumerable other {tratage 
to me unknown, this ſon of Belial finds out, and 
ſome or other of them is perpetually exerciſing bin 
to our eternal miſchief; but do thou, O Lord, 
the ſnares of the ungodly in pieces, and let him! 
triumph over us, Let him fall into his own nett, 
let me ever eſcape them ; that he may gnaſh Witt 
teeth, and conſume away with envy and rage, at 
periſhing of his own defires +, and thou mayeſt beg 
rified in our preſervation, * O thou who art the & 
5 our of all that put their truſt in thee, from ſu 


ſe ever 
ouph k 
r hear! 
ful q 
nted, e 
Il give 
able ſt 
delible 
d effect 
O Lot 
1 open 


reſiſt thy right hand . from 
Dn! Hi 

. e fact, 

The manifold Goodneſs of God, and what imp“ bal 
ment we ſhould make of it, * "yy 

| mifeſtat 

HIS I requeſt with greater confidence upon ce of n 
remembrance of thy favour already vouctſid thou 

me. And therefore behold thy ſervant and ſon Y preſer 
handmaid, acknowledging with all humility, and ni myſelf 
fully recounting the many mercies, with whic WI take th, 
* Pal. exli. 10. + Pſal. cxii. 10. + Pal. ui [ YO a0 

5 Chap. xviii, xix, xx, xxi. 5 Auterred, 
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prevented, preſerved, and particularly bleſs'd me 
iron my youth up to this very day, Herein I exerciſe 
elf the rather in a due ſenſe and deteſtation of in- 
uitude how odious a fin it is in itſelf, and how very 


um 
tin 


od: the dam that ſtops the current of thy mercy, 
{ ever overflowing upon mankind : the ſeeds of vice 
ough killed, by this, revive and ſprout up afreſh in 
ir hearts, and the moſt thriving virtues, where this 
ful quality enters, are immediately poiſoned and 
nted, grows ſickly, fade away and die. Therefore l 
il give thanks to my God, that I fall not into this mi- 
able ſtate, nor lie under the dangerous influence and 
delible reproach of a fin, ſo malignant in its quality 
d effects, as that of ingratitude. 

0 Lord my deliverer! how often hath the roaring 
n opened his mouth upon me, and thou haſt draws 
from between his teeth, by quaſhing the tempta- 
n? How often have 1 wickedly complied, and done 
e fact, and he ſtood ready to carry off his prey, but 
m5 haſt defended me from the hell J have deſerved. 
nifeſtations of thy power and goodneſs in the de- 
nce of me. I was not afraid, nor ſtood in awe of thee, 
d thou didſt keep a ſtrict and impregnable guard for 
y preſervation, 1 departed from thee, and ſurrender- 
myſelf to the enemy: thou wouldeſt nor ſuffer him 
take the advantage, nor me to be ruined ; even by 


"00 
acht 
n of 
d th 
ich 
l. x 
Poterred, and yet ſo blind was I, as not to ſce them. 


pleaſing to thee: For this is the ruin of all that is 


hus my offences againſt thee were repaired, by*the 


Y own act and deed. Theſe benefits my gracious God 


2 


5 


—— —2— 

” SS = 

2. 2x 1 _— 
2 a _ Bu. 
— — ” % . 


2n_—— © PE, 1.9 oy 5 
— et _  — 8 
— — 5 - 
3 £ 
2 — 
— —— - — = x 
a — 
2 3 


— 


- __ — — 


a” — 


— 


240 MEDITATIONS, 


For after this manner haſt thou ſnatched my ſoul f 


; 5 to ſee th 
him, that would have torn it in pieces, and reſcy,, But nov 
| IE ut n 
from eternal deſtruction, when I was not in the . 
light of 


ſenſible how near 1 was to it. 1 have venture, 
cured to of influenc 


due figt 
beartilh 
diſprop 
For the 
a love 


very brink of the precipice, and thou haſt plucked | 
back when dropping into it. I was at the very pa 
of death, and thou haſt reſtrain'd the grave from f; 
ting her mouth upon me. | | 

Nor hath the care of this kind providence been © 
fined only to my ſoul, my body alſo hath felt its yo 
effects. For often haſt thou, my God and Savicyr, ; 
ſtored me from the bed of languiſhing, healed thy 
diſeaſes which had baffled all human kill, preſery 
and protected me by fea and land, in perils of fire x 
ſword, ſhielding me from many a ſore thruſt, and jy 


made 
chief 0 
fering 
ble nt 


menc\ 


ting by deaths innumerable, which were levelld an I 
head: ſtanding over, and covering me with the once, 
dow of thy wings, from all manner of hurt and da (ings 
ger. And this thou didſt, as I have reaſon to belir mich 
in great compaſſion to my poor foul, conſidering lo reer, 
unprovided I was for ſo important a change; and a own 
had 1 been then hurry'd out of the world, bell WW thor 
eternal miſery maſt have been my portion, So that i ten 
grace and mercy, thus preventing me, have reſcued me that 
from a twofold death, and ſecured body and foul MW ma! 


once by the ſame ſuſpenſion of the fatal ſtroke; and 107 
by thus lengthening out my life, laid a foundation for WU cy 
my living to all eternity, Theſe and many other de- cc 
neſits 1 have received at thy bounteous hand, and I, if 
Gupid wretch, regarded not, nay, was ſo blind as ndt 


eve 
7 


MEDITATIONS. 248 


in ſee them, till the light from above opened my eyes. 
But now, thou God of my life, by whom | live; thou 
light of my eyes by which 1 fee ; I have receiv d the 
influence of thy bright beams, and am brought to a 
due ſight and ſenſe of thee and thy goodneſs ; and molt 
keartily return my thanks the beſt 1 can, though molt 
diſproportionate to the mercics for which they are due. 
For thou only art my God and moſt merciful Creator, 
2 lover of ſouls, and hating nothing that thou haſt 
made: and 1 alas! with ſhame confeſs myſeif the 
chief of finners, in whom thou haſt ſhewn all long ſuf- 
fering for a pattern to them, whoſe ſinful and miſera- 
ble (tate ſhall hereafter render them objects of thy cle- 
mency and compaſſion, | 

I acknowledge thy mercies to be unſpeakably oreat, 
for delivering my ſoul from the nethermeſt hell; not 
once, or twice, or thrice, but hundreds, and thou— 
ſands, and millions of times. I was perpetually driven 


thither, and thou as conſtantly checking my furious ca - 


reer, and turning me back again. And, had not thy 
own goodneſs loved me better than I loved myſelf, 
thou hadſt e'er this, ſunk me into the bottomleſs pit 
ten thouſand times over, But ſuch is thy tenderneſs, 
that thou wilt not ſuffer us to undo ourſelves, and 
makelt as though thou ſawelt riot our offences, that thy 


forbearance may win us to repentance, So full of mer- 


cy are all thy ways, O God: which I now plainly per- 
c:1ve, and have a deep and grateful ſenſe of, and am 


even loſt in wonder and amazem=nt- at the kindneſs 
Which hath ail along watched over me for good, and 
H h 
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faved both body and ſoul from the death which had 12 ſho 
therwiſe long fince ſwallowed them up. For I was en. ;omemd! 


tirely in the hands of death, and thou reſtoredſt me en- 14995 


tire to life. Thine therefore be the whole of this which dure, 
Ives by thy clemency, and every part ofme conſpires * 
in offering every part of me, a ſacrifice of praiſe, The. unle 


whole ſpirit, and ſou}, and body, and all that life jc. winch £ 


ſulting from the mutual union of theſe, ſhall from hence. Ml good 
forth be conſecrated to the God of my life; for thou 
reſtoredſt me all, that thou mighilt keep me all for thy 
own : and therefore I will love my ſtrength and my 
deliverer, and live no longer to myſelf, but thee, The 
whole of my life was loſt and gone in miſery, the whole 
was reſtored and given me afreſh by thy mercy : for 
thou art a God full of © compaſhon, Jong-ſuffering, 
* plenteous in goodneſs and truth, and ſhewing mercy 
* unto thouſands in them that love thy name 


above 
© 15 no 
“it is n 
but ot 
* abled 
thine 1: 
that | 
whatſo 
wharſc 


Now at length, O Lord my God, I plainly perceire Bu 
the equity of that command, which enjoins me to love the gr. 
* thee with all my heart, and with all my mind, ans N it f 
* with all my foul, and with all my (trength þ, at al ought 
times, with a moſt ardent and never-ceaſing affedion: 848 
becauſe I ſhould periſh each moment, didſt not thou MR 455 

| which 


renew the gift of life by thy preſervation and continu- 
ance of it, and every moment thou bindeſt me falter iv oe 


thee, by the addition of new, and repetition of former ö but e 
benefits. As therefore no hour, no minute paſſes by, Wi of be 
without ſome inſtance of thy bounty: fo it is fit that 0 

| = CU 


+ Pſal. IXxxVi. 15. Exod, xx. 6. + Deut. v1. 
Mat. Xii. 38. A 
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one ſhould paſs, without my grateful and affectionate 
--membrances of ſo kind a benefactor; without ſuch 
zealous and conſtant love of ſo good a God, as my frail 
nature, and narrow ſoul can extend to. This is indeed 
what ought to be, but yet it is what will not, cannot 


be, unleſs the ſame hand give the grace of gratitude, 


which gives the obligations to the duty: For every 
good gift, and every perſect gift cometh down from 
above, and is from the Father of lights, with whom 
© 15 no variableneſs, neither ſhadow of turning ®, And 
it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, 
but of thee who ſheweth mercy , that I muſt be en- 
* abled to love thee.” Thine, Lord, is this gift, as 
thine is every thing that is good. Thou commandeſt 
that 1 ſhould love thee, grant me the power io do 


whatſoever thou commandeſt, and then command 


whatſoever thou pleaſeſt, 


| But (till the more I reflect on thee, and on myſelf, 
| the greater occaſion I find to aſk again and again, how 


is it poſſible for me to love thee to the degree that I 


G ought, or where ſhall I meet with words to expreſs the 


engagements have to do ſo ? If I look back to the firſt 


—_ 
— a 


production of my nature, the ſeveral privileges, by 


| which thou haſt diſtinguiſhed mankind from all his fel- 


low creatures here below, are not only highly valuable, 
but even aſtoniſhing marks of thy favour, The honour 


of being formed after thy own image, thoſe characters 


of the divine excellencies impreſſed upon the noble fa- 
culties of my ſoul, ſetting me far above the vegetable 
* Jam. i. 17, Rom. ix. 16. 
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and merely ſenſible world, and approaching to the dig. 


nity of thoſe intellectual ſpirits above; the angels bat! 


miniſter about thy throne, and are allowed to partake 
in the glories of thy beauteous preſence, the ample pro. 
viſions made for our convenience and delight, and that 
dominion man was inveſted with over the works of thy 
hands in theſe regions about him. 

And what can I ſuppoſe thy wiſdom deſigned hy 
putting all things in ſubjectian under the feet of man,“ 
but to teach him, that his ſubjection was reſerved to 
thee alone; that he ſhould devote himſelf entirely t 
thy ſervice, whom ſo many other things were ordain'l 
to ſerve? For in this order the creation ſeems plainly 
to proceed. The things without us were fram'd for 
the uſe of our body, the body for the ſoul, the ſoul for 
thee ; that, being freed from the diſtraction of ſer. 
ving any thing beſides, thou mighteſt remain the only 
p. oper object of its care, while it poſſeſſes thee for its 
joy and happineſs, and ultimate end, and creatures of 
a lower rank for its comfort and convenience, as means 
tending to the attainment of that end. For all contain- 


ed within the compaſs of thoſe bright orbs above us, | 


are in their own nature, and in thy purpoſe, inferior to 
the humane ſoul, and made ſubſervient to that, But 


ſome good above it too, that it might ſerve and pral 

at that, and poſſeſs that which it would be exquilitcly 

happy in the enjoyment of, And if it get above the 

mean affections of ſuch mutable things as are unworthy 
S Plal. vili. 6. 
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of its chief concern, and fix its thoughts and defires on 
thee alone, it ſhall advance to a nearer reſemblance of 
that ſupreme perfection, whoſe likeneſs it wears, and be 


admitted to a clear viſion of the divine majeſty in im- 
mortal bliſs. Then ſhall it be poſſeſt ſecurely of all thoſe 


precious and ineſtimable treaſures in the houſe of its 
Lord, with which if all we ſee and uſe to be fond of 
here, are put into the balance, they will be found alto- 
gether deceitſul upon the weights, and lighter than even 
vanity it/elf *. "Theſe are the glories which thou wilt 
one day confer upon humane ſouls; and in the mean 
while, by the proſpect of them, thou doſt ſupport and 


fill thy ſaints with joy and comfort inexpreſſible. 
Such large deſigns of happineſs and glory might ra- 


ther be thought juſt matter of wonder than of belief 
and expectation, were it not that in doing ſo much ho- 
nour to man, thou doſt it to thyſelf; and exalteſt thy 
own likeneſs and copy, by receiving it into this union 


With its divine original, Nor can I ſuffer myſelf to 


doubt, that any meaſure of kindneſs will be thought 
too great for the ſoul, when I refl.& how much thou 
haſt already ſhewn, to this corruptille and viler part of 
us, the body. For even to every ſenſe and organ of this, 
thy liberality is admirable. The ſun and moon are daily 
in attendance, and (in obedience to thy wiſe appoint - 
ment) ſerve thy children by fixt and regular ſucceſſions 
of heat and cold, of light and darkneſs, The brightneſs 


of the heavens thou haſt given for an entertainment to 


our ſight ; the pure and ſubtle air for liberty of breath- 
Pfſal. Ixii. 2 
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ing; the difference of harmonious ſounds to charm yr 
ears; the fragrant perfumes to feaſt our ſmell vari- 
ety of reliſhes for our taſte; and the tactile qualities 
of bodies to exerciſe our touch. Cattle of ſeyeral {yrs 
to aſſiſt us in our toils, and lighten the labout of ſup- 
porting life; fowls of the air, fithes of the ſca, 494 
fruits of the earth for our ſuſtenance and refreſhment : 
plants and minerals, whoſe healing virtues may rclieye 
the pains and diſtempers we are ſubject to; and though 
thy wiſdom hath thought fit to Icave us liable to many 

and grievous bodily iufferings, yet thou haſt furniſhed 
us with proper remedies to aſſwage or remove each of 
them. Such 1s the pity and love of him who made us, 
and who knows our frame : the Almighty Potter, in 
whoſe hand we are the clay, thus taking care to pre- 
ſerve the brittle veſſels he hath made. 

But while I am thus endeavouring to beget in my 
ſoul worthy apprehenſions of thy bounteous mercy, 
pour, I beſeech thee, from above the light of thy grace, 
which may enlarge the proſpect, and from theſe little 
things below, get above the objects and the comforts 
of ſenſe; help me to make a right judgement of the 
great, the inviſible above, which our great Creator 
hath prepared for our immortal ſpirits. For if my God 
be fo ſolicitous for a thing ſo mean, and of fo ſhort and 
periſhing a nature as this mortal body; if the heavens 
and the air, ſeas and land, light and darkneſs, ſcorch- 
avg heats and refreſhing ſhades : if ſhowers and dew, 
winds and ſtorms, fowls and fiſhes, beaſts and vegeta- 
bles; if herbs and trees, the artful and the voluntary 
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oductions of the earth, do all conſpire to ſerve us, 
aud ſo aſſiduouſly perform their part to entertain us 
with a variety, that may render life not only ſuppors 
table, but even delightful : what are the comforts, 
what the entertainments ? How great, how rich, how 
innumerable, how unconcervable, which thou haſt pre- 
pared for them that love thee, in that heavenly conatry 
where they ſhall behold thee face to face? If ſuch 
proviſion be made for us in our priſon, what may we 
expect to find in our palace? 


Great and marvellons are thy works, O King of 


heaven. For ſince all thoſe things are exceeding plea- 
fant and good, which thou haſt imparted to good and 
evil men in common, how much better mutt we ſup- 
poſe thoſe to be, which thou halt reſerved as the pore 
tion peculiar to the good only? If thy gifts are ſo 
many, and ſo various, which at preſent thy enemies, 
as well as thy friends, have a ſhire in, how noble and 
how unmeaſurable, how deliciouſly ſweet and charms 
ing muſt thoſe needs be, which none but thy friends are 
thought worthy to partake of? If in our day of mourns 
ing there are ſo many comforts afforded us, What ſhall 
be our joys in the day of our nuptials ? If our dun» 
geon, and our exile have ſo many refre{liments, what 


ſhall be the felicities of our own home, the native ſoil 


of our ſouls, the magnificent court of the King of hea- 
ven? Surely, my God, no eye hath ſeen, or can ſee 
the things thou haſt prepar'd for thy faithful an belov- 


ed, unleſs thou who waſt prepared, do alſo vouchſafe 


to reveal them, For as is thy majeſty, ſo is thy mers 
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6) T, and infinite is the goodneſs which thou haſt laid 17 
for them that fear thee , infinite as thy own eſſential 
happineſs, and the inexhauſtible multitude of thy mer— 
cles. 
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For thou, O Lord, art great, incomprehenſjbly 
great, thy power knows no bounds, thy wiſdom no 
number, thy kindneſs no meaſure ; neither do thy te- 
wards and gracious gifts, which are in every reſpec 
worthy of, and of an extent equal to thyſelf, They 
muſt be ſo becauſe thou thyſelf art the reward of thy 
ſaints, the hope of them that combat in this ſpiritual 
warfare, the crown of them: that ſtrive lawfully , and 
the joy and triumph of them that conquer. 


E H A FP. XII. 


The conſideration of thy Divine Goodneſs, our hope 


and comfort in Sufferings “. 


H Es E, 0 my God, are the many, the mighty 
benefits, with which thou one day haſt decreed 


to ſatisfy the wants and cravings of thy needy children, 


For thou art the hope of them, whom all other hopes 
have forſaken. Thou art the crown of glory which 
1 hou the 
eternal fulneſs of thoſe bleſſed ſouls who hunger ard 


thirſt after thy righteouſneſs and kingdom. Thou the 


never-failing comfort, communicating thyſ-If to none 


but ſuch as are content to forego, nay, have learnt to 


+ Eccleſ. ii. 18. t Pſal. xxxi. 19. 
* Chap. xxii, xXiii. XXIV, Xxv, xxvi. xxvii. 


§ 2 Tim. 2 
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teſpiſe all worldly comforts in order to obtain thy ever- 
lalling and ſpiritual one in exchange, For they who 
ſet up their reſt, and ſeek their ſatisfactions here, are 
reputed unworthy of thoſe, thou halt reſerved for thine 
elec hereafter. But they who are tormented here are 
comforted hereafter; and ſuch as bear a part in the 
ſufferings, ſhail not fail to obtain a ſhare in the conſo- 
latione, of their Lord and Saviour, For matters are ſo 
order'd by thy wiſdom, that no man can have his joys 
and conſolations here and hereafter boch; God and 
Mammon cannot botli be ſerved; to divide ourſelves 
between them, is to loſe all pretence of reward from 
either}; and heaven and the world, ſpiritual and 
temporal, are objects ſo diſtant, things fo incompat- 
ible, that he who reſolves in good earneſt to enjoy the 
one, is unavoidably obliged to give up all his preten- 
ſions to the other. 

Upon theſe conſiderations my ſoul refuſes to be 
comforted, and to find her happineſs in this life, and 
rather chooſes and begs of thee, my Lord and com- 
forter, that theſe may be reſerved for her future and 
eterdal ſtate; acknowledging it moſt equitable, that 
every one ſhould loſe thee, who prefers any other thing 
before thee. And therefore | make it my moſt earneſt 
requeſt, that thou wilt not ſuffer me to take up with 


any treacherous empty comforts, ſach as dclert me 


when | ſtand in moſt need of them, But rather give me 
a general diſguſt, and make all things beſides bitter 


+ Mat. vi. 24. 
1 
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in nothing but my God, whoſe charming ſweetneſs ;; 
of that invincible efficacy, as even to ſweeten the bit. 
tereſt afflictions that can poſhbly befal man in this val. 
ley of tears and trouble. 

Tranſported with the raviſhing foretaſte of this bliſs, 
thy firſt martyr St. Steven g received the ſhowers of 
ſtones poured on him by his murderers with triumph, 
Thy apoſtles departed from the preſence of the coun- 
cl, © rejoicing that they were counted worthy to ſuf. 
* fer ſhame for the name of Jeſusf. St. Andrew march- 
ed to his crucifixion without the leaſt regret, becauſe 
_ advancing to the poſſeſſion of this bliſs. I he two great 
apoſtles ſubmitted cheerfully to death, St. Peter by the 
_ croſs, St. Paul by the ſword, St. Bartholomew thought 
he made a prudent bargain when flay'd alive, to pur- 
chaſe it with his ſkin. St. John drank up the poiſoned 
cup without the leaſt ſigns of fear, St, Peter long be- 
fore, upon a taſte of this unſpeakable delight, cried 
out, it is good for us to be here *, we aſk no other 
happineſs. Such mighty efficacy had a drop of this 
ſweetneſs to create a diſreliſh of all other pleaſures: 
and what can we ſuppoſe would have been the tran- 
ſports of his foul, could he, while in the body, have 
drunk the fulneſs of thy cup overflowing with delights 
unſpeakable? Some ſuch antepalt we may imagine 
vouchſafed to David when he cry'd out with holy zeal, 
O henv great is thy poodnefs which thou haſt laid up fer 
them that ſock thee! and again, O tafle and ſee bir 

+ Ads vii. 4 AQsy. 
'& Plal, xxx1. 19. 
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gracious the Lord is}! This is the bleſſedneſs we live 
in hope of ; this we firmly believe thy bounty will one 
day beſtow upon us; for this we ſight under our Lord's 
banner againſt fin, the world, and the devil; for the 
ſake of this we are content to be killed all the day long, 
in aſſurance that in thee our life, we ſhall live for ever. 

But, O thou hope of Iſrael, and deſire of my heart 9, 
after which I ſigh and pant night and day, make haſte 
and tarry not. Ariſe and come, and bring us out of 
priſon, that we may pive thanks unto thy name, and 


rejoice in the light of thy countenance ||. Let thine ears 


be open to the prayers of thy defolate orphans, and 
hold not thy peace at their tears; they cry to thee for 
their daily bread, that, by the ſtrength of that they 
may be ſuſtained in their travels, and happily conduct- 
ed to the wiſh'd for end of their journey, even to thy 
holy mountain, Among theſe, I, the leaſt and moſt 
unworthy to be called thy ſon, lift up my heart, and 
roice, confeſhng, that I have no right to cry to my 
heavenly Father, nor any deſert which might challenge 
admittance into thy houſe ; but begging notwithſtand- 
ing for thy own mercies ſake what nothing elſe can ju- 
ſtify my aſking, even that thy ſervant may not be con- 
founded, which puts his truſt in thee: for who ſhall 
enter into thy ſanctuary, there to behald thy poawer and 
glory *, unleſs thou open to him ? And if thou open, 
who ſhall ſhut? If thou break down it cannot be 
built again: and if thou ſhut up, there can be no 
| Pal. xxxiv. 8, $ Pal. xliv. 24 | Chap, xxiil, 
* Pfal, lxiii,-2, | 
Ii 2 
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rength 
gut by E' 
nt a dog 
acy, O 


ether | 


opening. If thou withhold the waters they dry vp; 
and if thou fend them out, they overturn the earth f. 
If thou cut off, and command all that thou hat made, 
back into nothing again, who Hall control or bind; 
thee} * Such is thy power, and no leis is thy mercy, 
extending to every thing to which thou givelt being, 
And therefore we beſeech thee, remember that we aro 
a part of the world fram'd by thee; and preſerve thy 
own workmanſhip, Vile earth though we are, thou art 


jor in tl 
ſe choi 
ut whic 


e creatꝭ 


our maker, deſpiſe not the veſſels of thy own mould. ler'd at 
ing. Aſhes and worms cannot indeed aſpire to the Joy ir 
bliſsful regions of eternity; but that power which it ſay 
made all things out of nothing, can find no difficulty in welt, 1 
exalting even ſuch as we are, thither; and that oood- lf my 1 


neſs which moved thee to make them, is ſufficient to ry v 
To © 
ern th 
l tha 
ve th 
ration 


prevail for making even thus happy the creature, which 


that they ſhould be happy 5. 


In this alone it is, that I place my hope *. For © 


* will not truſt in my bow, it is not my ſword the: 


* ſhall help me; but thy right hand, and thine arms, will 7 
* and the light of thy countenanceF+, becauſe thou what 1 
halt favour to thy own handy- work, Thou knowelt bout, 
our frame and temper, that we are all as a /zaf that ny ey 
withereth our Jie a bl and vapour upon earth, and ther y 
every man living altogether vanity. And theſe re- da 
flections give us confidence, that we ſhall find compal- 1:0 
ſion for our frailties. For will the God of match: eie 
Job xii. 14, 15. Job x1. 10. 10 Y Will, XI. 24. : 


* 


Chap. xxiv. + Pſal. xliv. 3. 3 
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ſtrength exert his power againſt dry ſtubble, driven 
but by every guſt of wind? Will the 4g of Iſrael 
nt a deg or a flea ®? We have heard largely of thy 
ry, O Lord, that thou did{t not create death, 
her haſt pleaſure in the deſtruction of the living, 


g. or in the death of him that dieth by his' own per- 
re ſe choice +, Suffer not therefore, we beſcech thee, 
„ WW: which thou never madeſt, to have dominion over 
t creatures which thou didſt make. For if thou art 
. icr'd at our deſtruction, what can obſtruct thy find- 
2 ey in our fe and ſalvation? If thou wilt, thou 
1 aut fave me, but I am not able without thee to ſave 
N elf, though 1 would never ſo fain : for the number 
oy miſeries is very great, and their weight lies 
0 2277 upon me. | 

1 To will indeed is preſent with me, but how te per- 


firm that which is good I find not f. Nay, even to 


ill that good is not in my diſpoſal, and even what I 
are the power to do, I ſometimes find not the incli- 
ration to do, except thou grant my petition, that 7% 
all may be done in earth as it is in heaven. And 
what I would and could do, I know not how to ſet a- 
bout, unleſs thy wiſdom ſhew the way, and enlighten 
ny eyes, that I may diſcern and walk in it. Nay, far- 
ther yet, although I know my duty, and have the wall 
and ability ſometimes to diſcharge it; yet all my know- 
!:0ge is vain and imperfect, uvleſs thy true wiſdom, 
which deſcendeth from above, render my knowledge 
1 Sam. xxiv. 14. + Wild, i. 12. Ezek. Xviil. 32. 
Rom. vii. 18. 


* he 2 — - = 


Jes * > 
n 4 L 


1 - — * 
be >—— gg Ss 1 * 
4 2 2 * # ans 
* 5 


n I = 
— 
= =” wo 


4<- £$—— 
3 2— 


ha 


_ — - * 
* 


M 


king up 
wer Of 
ſolute 
ther. 

u bell 
ledge b 
n proj 
It is but 


254 MEDITATIONS. 
active and effeclual. For to thy will every 1; 
poſſible, and nothing can reſiſt the great Lord | 
Let then thy will be done 1n us upon Whom th 
is called, that this noble creature periſh not * 
thou haſt formed for the illuſtration of thy 900 f 
For * what man is he that liveth, and ſhall 4 
death, or who can deliver his ſoul from the * 
© hell *, unleſs thou pleaſe to work out his elne 
who art alone that ſource of life, by whole liſe. 
influence all things live ? 

| I have already aſcribed my ftrength to thee 
with the moſt profound humility, confeſſed, that | 
formerly truſt in my own ſtrength, which upon 
proved no better than weakneſsþ, When in this 
taken perſuaſion I attempted to run, I fell whe 
thought myſelf moſt able to ſtand. I ſtumbled andy 
backwards, and the prize 1 aimed at fled farther f 
me, when I thought myſelf making molt directiy y 
It. Thus haſt thou, by many diſappointments of: 
Win confidence, brought me to a true ſight of my o 

potent condition. And by theſe diſpenſations | | 
inſtructed, when that appear d leaſt of all in my pont 
which I imagined molt eaſy to be compaſſed, vitholſ 
any ſuccours from abroad, How often have I boat 
that I would attempt this, or perform that good ai 
and neither perform'd, nor ſo much as attempted: 
ther? How often was my will not ſeconded by pover 
How often hath my power loſt all its efficacy for vi 
of the will to employ ? And whence all this, but vi 
* Pal, Ixxxix. 48. + Chap. 25. 
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king up to him, from whence both the will and 
wer of doing good is derived, and thinking my- 
ſolute maſter of both, when in truth I was fo 
ther, | „„ 
t, being now brought to a better ſenſe, I ac- 
edge before thee, my God and Father, that by 
n proper /frength no man ſhall prevail *, and 
tis but a folly and vain pteſumption, when any 
glories in thy preſence f. For it is not in man 
to will the good he can do, nor to perform the 
he would do, no, nor to know the good he would 
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ee, Mood do: but all their ſteps are guided by thee, 
bat! is, I ſay, who are duly perſuaded, that it is not 
0) :cmſelves, but by thee that they are conducted 
his 


e ways of holineſs and ſalvation, Wherefore we 
earneſtly implore thee by the bowels of thy ten- 
ercies, that thou wilt ſave the creatures thou haſt 
For if thou wilt, thou canſt do it; and upon 
vill to do it depends the ſtreogth of our hopes, and 
certainty of our ſalvation, 


most perfection with 7%e bleſſings whereof thou 
prevented me ꝙ from the beginning. Well may I 
thou haſt prevented me, For, long before this ſon 
thy handmaid was born, thou didit prepare the 
, wherein 1 ſhould go, and by it be led to the glo- 


Sam. ii. 9. + 2 Cor. i. 19. Chap. xxvi. 
Pal. Xxi. 3. | 


allthen to remembrance thoſe tender mercies aubich 
been ever of old}, and to finiſh that goodneſs in 


of thy houſe, Before thou hadſt formed me in the 
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womb thou kneweſt me, and haſt determined allt 
good pleaſure concerning me“; and ever lince | 
born [ have been holden up by thee, by thee, my Gy 
and my hope. even from my mother's breaſts +, 
For ſuch is thy comprehenſive and unchanoe,! 
knowledge, that what I now expect thouſands of ye. 
to come, in thy eternal purpoſe is fixed and dons, 
ready : and, although. with regard to the event it! 
ſtill future, yet in thy foreſight and decree it is alt 
dy paſſed beyond the poſſibility of reverſal or alte 
tion, 
indeed entered in thy book; but I, who know: 


1 


What this is, ſo far as I am concerned, fü. 


what thou haſt determined, am full of fear and |; 
louſies. The vaſt variety of dangers that threaten? 
on every ſide ; the troops of enemies combined A941 
my life, the numberleſs miſeries that obſtruct ard 
tercept my courſe; theſe fill my ſoul with ſuch f. 
plexity and dread, that wert not thou my alli{tance 
ſupport, I ſhould be loſt and ſunk into deſpair, 
But my hope is great in thee, my molt merc! 
King and my God, and in the multitude of the fo 
* rows which I have 1a my heart, thy comforts retr: 
my ſoul r.“ The ſignal marks of thy goodneſs, er 
before I was born, in making ſuch proviſions for 


[ 


happineſs; the many more which have followed! 
ſince, and been particular to me, beſides thoſe ch 
mon to other men; theſe all forbid me to diſtrult, : 
they engage me to be very confident, that the paid 


Pfal. cxxxix. 19. +--Pfal. xxii. 9. f Pal. x0%! 
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monſtrations of thy love, are pledges and earneſts of 
more and better bleſſings in reſerve: that ſo much 
done on my behalf already, was never intended to be 
loſt ; but what thou haſt begun thou wilt graciouſly 
fniſh, and grant me in thy own due time to * ſee the 
' felicity of thy choſen, and rejoice in the gladneſs of 
thy people, and give thanks with thine inhert- 
' tance . | . 

Why ſhould I not believe and hope all this? Or 
how indeed can 1 do otherwiſe, when theſe glorious 
inſtances of thy favour and Jove occur to my thoughts, 
ſo often, but never too often, mentioned, O my love 
and only delight? Whom I love becauſe thou ſirſt 
lovedſt me *; and provedſt it by thoſe precious evi- 
Cences, of creating me like thyſelf, preferring me in 
nonour above thy other creatures, and inſtructing me 
now to keep up the dignity of my character, which is 
then only preſerved, when 1 know and ſerve thee, for 
whoſe uſe and glory 1 was made. 

The ſeme large expectations are farther cheriſhed 
y one reflection more, that of thy angels being made 
miniſtering ſpirits for me, and having a charge given 
them over me, to © keep me in all my ways, leſt at any 
time I hurt my foot agaioſt a lone d. Theſe are the 
guards, the ſhining centinels upon the new Jeruſalem, 
and thy mountains round about her ** keeping watch 


over thy flock night and day, left our adverſary the 


* devil,” (that old ſerpent, who like à roaring len goes 


+ 1 John iv. 19. 1 Ffal. 
* Pl. enn. 3. 


Pfal. evi. 5. Chap. zxvil. 
cit, 4. 6 Pfal. ci. 11, 12. 
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* about continually ſeeking whom he may devour 
ſhould at any time ſurpriſe weak and unwary ſouls, 1 
tear them in pieces like a lion, while there is none 1; 
help f. Theſe are the denizens of that bleſſed city 3. 

bove, which is the mother of us all, ſent forth wo wh 
* niſter for them that ſhall be heirs of ſalvation +- 
that they may ſupport and conduct them ſafely ; and 
who conſtantly beho!d the face of their Father in he;. 
ven d, who hath committed his /;ttle ones to their 
Care. 
And preat is their affection towards their fellow ci. 
tizens, as the perſons in whom they hope to ſee the 
breaches of their own order one day repaired. Hence 
are they ſo wakeful and ſolicitous about us, ſo ready 
to relieve us at every time and place, ſupplying our 
wants, and going diligently upon diſpatches between 
us and thee, our common Lord; ** attending vpo; 
our devotions, preſenting our requeſts before the throre 
of prace, and from thence conveying down to us the 
blefings we defire. Theſe bright attendants always 
keep us company, go in and out with us; obſerve how 
holily, how decently, we bchave VO Pia in the midſt 
of a crooked and perverſe generation; with what ear- 
neſt zeal we ſeek thy kingdom, and the righteouſue/; 
thereof tf; with what ear and trembling we lerv? 
the Majeſty on high, and with what pious raptures out 
hearts are tranſported at thy goodneſs. They afhit us 


1 Pet. v. 8. + Pſalms xvii. 3. f Gal. iv. Heb. 


| i. 14 'S Matt, xviii. 10. | ** x Cor, xi. 10. 
f Matt. vi. 3 3 | 12 


a our lab 
us in our 
with ther 
and mour 
and ſuffer 
O ho? 
agection 
mable lo 
For the? 
thou ket 
They lo 


workers 


| lies * 


devils a 
to devi 
them. 

repente 


man th 
| cious J 
| ter for 


* 


MEDITATIONS. 239 


n our labours, watch over us in our beds, encourage 
us in our conflicts, crown us in our conqueſts, rejoice 
with them that rejoice, provided they rejoice in thee, 
ind mourn with them that mourn, when their ſorrows 
ard ſufferings are for thy ſake. 

O how vigilant is their care! O how fervent their 
i{:Qion ! and all this for the magnifying that ineſti- 
mible love, wherewith thou halt vouchſafed to love us. 
For they love whom thou loveſt, keep them whom 
thou keepeſt, and forſake them whom thou forſakeſt, 
They love not the wicked, becauſe thou hate/? all the 
workers of iniquity, and abhorreſt them that ſpeak 
lies, When we do well, the angels rejoice, and the 
devils are grieved : when we go altray, we bring joy 
to devils, and defraud the angels of that joy we owe 
them, For there is joy in heaven over one ſiuner that 
repentcthÞ ; and triumph in hell, over one righteous 
man that relapſeth into fin. Do thou therefore, gra- 
cious Father, enlarge thy angels joy ; and furniſh mat- 
ter for it daily more and more, that thou mayeſt be 


glorified in our obedience, and we may be brought with 


them into thy one fold, to give thanks for ever to thy 
holy name, O Almighty Maker of angels and men. 
Theſe benefits I gratefully commemorate, and ad- 
mire the greatneſs of that love, which gave thy holy 
angels for miniſtring ſpirits to us. Thou hadit given 
all things under heaven for our uſe and ſervice, and 
as if thou thoughteſt all this too little, thou haſt given 
us the inhabitants of heaven itſelf, for the ſame grac!- 
* Plal.v. 5, 6. +. Luke xv. J, 19. 
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260 MEDITATIONS, 


ous purpoſes. Let thy angels, O Lord, praiſæ tee: beſeech 
let all thy works render thanks unto thee, and let hy power, 
ſaints for ever bleſs thee, for this mighty favour, ) Ml and knc 
God, our glory, how haſt thou honoured, how halt Ml © Ligh 
thou enriched, how highly haſt thou exalted and en. light, v 


nobled us, with thy manifold and mervellous gifts! hills, at 
* how excellent, how wonderful is thy name, 0 Lord, before 
in all the world; thou that haſt ſet t only thing, lealt bl 
* but our glory above the heavens *! Lord, what is what 
man, that thou art thus mindful of him, -r the fon neſs 1c 
* of manF,” that thou ſhouldeſt thus ſet thy heart up. par'd + 
on him? Thus halt thou eminently veriſied thy own UF Majelt 
word, that thy delight is with the children of ment, MM The! 
But is not man corruption, and the /n of man o Mb clean\ 
eworm ? It not every man living altrgether vanity g? {els'd 
Yet doſt thou, by a moſt aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion, lodge 
Open thine eyes upon ſuch a one as this, and bring in Ai 
into judgment with thee K. thee * 
* cles 

EC H- AP. . purit! 

The methods of God's Grace in our Sanctiſication ard mm 
Salvation . our 4 

mou! 

EACH me, thou unfathomable Abyſs, thou Wil thick 

dom, by which the world was fram'd, which ſoev 

haſt weighed the mountains in ſcales It, and hang neſs 
the valt globe of the earth in a balance; weigh up.! Anc 


Pal. viii. 9. v. 4. + Job vil. 17. Prov. vi! 
Jr. § Job v. 6. ** Pſalms xxxvi. 6. Job xiv. : 
1+ Chap. xxviii, xxix, xxx. jt Ifaiah xl, 18. 
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beſeech thee, this heavy maſs of body by thy inviſible 
power, and raiſe it nearer to thyſelf, that I may diſcern 
and know, how wonderful thou art in all the world. 
Q Light! antecedent to and productive of all other 
light, whoſe brightneſs ſhined alone on the everlalling 
hills, and to whom all things Jay naked and open, even 
A before they were made“; whoſe purity zbhors the 
kealt blemiſh ; what pleaſure canſt thou take in man? 
$ what fellow/hrip can ligt fo clear, have with dark» 


n neſs lo grofs f? Or where is it, that thou halt pre- 
-W par'd a ſanctuary in me, fit for ſo glorious and holy a 
WW Majeſty to enter, and dwell, and take delight therein? 


The ſpirits, by whoſe ſanctifying graces all things are 
; WW cleanſed, which cannot be ſeen by any, much leis be poſ- 
| {eſs'd by any, but the pure in heart, will not certainly 
lodge in any but clean habitations. | 
And is it pofhble to find in man a place fit to receive 
thee? Who can bring a clean thing out of an un- 
clean? Who indeed, but he, whoſe very effence is 
purity ? For that which is unclean itſelf cannot cleanſe 
any other thing, And this was eſpecially tpnihed to 
| our forefathers the Jewsf, in the law given from a 
mountain burning with fire, and out of a cloud and 
| thick darkneſs, by which it was ordained, that who- 
ſoever was touched by a perſon under legal unclean- 
neſs, ſhould be reputed from that contract unclean g. 
And ſuch alas! are we all, even the very beſt of us 


* Heb. iv. 13. f x Cor. vi. 1. + Exod. xix. 20. 
8 Levit, xxii. | 
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262 MEDITATIONS, 


polluted, conceiv'd and born in corruption &, and car. 
rying the marks of our impurity ſo viſible, ſo foul, that 
it is to no purpoſe to attempt the concealing our ble. 

miſhes from thy all-ſecing eyes; unleſs thou therefore, 
| Who alone art pure, vouchſafe to ſanctify us, we never 
can be clean. And this mercy thou didſt vouchſafe to 
theſe among the ſons of men, in whom thou conde- 
ſcendeſt to dwell 1; theſe, by the unſearchable ſ-crets 
of thy judgments, (always juſt, though to us unknown) 
thou haſt without any deſert of theirs predeſtinated be- 
fore the world F, called and choſen them out of the 
world, juſtified in the world, and wilt exalt and glo- 
rify them when the world ſhall be no more $. But this 
mercy thou doſt not extend to all indifferently, but 
with moſt wiſe diſcrimination; that the wiſdom of this 
world may ſee it, and conſume Sway with envy and 2 
ſtoniſhment. 

When I reflect on * theſe thy ſecret diſpenſations, 
amazement ſeizes me; and the profound myſterious 
methods of thy wiſdom and knowledge fill me with 
wonder at judgments too dark and vaſt for me to take 
a diſtinct view of, For to what elſe can we aſcribe the 
diſtant fates of the ſame ſort of creatures, and, that the 
Almighty Potter ſhould of the ſame lump make ſome 
veſſels to honour, and others to everlaſting dz/honour 
and ſhame #* ? Thoſe therefore, which thy love made 
choice of, to be an holy temple for thy majeſty, thou 
cleanſeſt by thy ſpirit, and ſanctifieſt with the waſhing 

* Pfal. Ii. . + Epheſ. i. + Rom. viii. 30. 
$ John xvil. 6. * Rom, ix. 21. 2 Tim. ii. 21» 
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of water by thy word*, whoſe names and numbers are 
exactly known to thee; who counteſt the number of 
© the ſtars, and calleſt them all by their names+:* 
theſe happy men are written in the book of life t, and 
ſo preſerv d by thy power thro' faith unto ſalvation 9, 
that all things, even their own faults and frailties 
work together for good to them **, © Though they fall, 
they ſhall not be utterly caſt down, becauſe thou up- 
© holdeſt them with thy hand, Thou keepeſt all their 
| © bones, ſo that not one of them is broken ++.” 

But diſmal and moſt dreadful is the end of ſinners ; 


| of ſuch as thou, before ever the world was made, did 


| (in thy infinite wiſdom, to which the moſt remote fu- 
| turities are ever preſent) foreſce, would deſerve to be 
| reprobated by thy juſt, though to us ſecret, judgment; 
| whoſe names and crimes are likewiſe known to thee, 
| who telleſt the ſands of the ſea, and ſoundeſt the great 
| deep, Theſe for their manifold and obſtinate offences, 
| thou © giveſt up to their own hearts luſt, and letteſt 
| © them follow their own imaginations} .“ And when 
| they are thus permitted to periſh in their folly, all 
| things work together for their hurt, and the very 
| frayer of the wicked is turned into fin Gy. Inſomuch, 
: that what promiſing appearance ſoever they may make, 
pet all at laſt is blaſted, and comes to nothing; and 
eren ſuch as ſeem to have ſet their neſts in the ſtars, 


+ Pal. cxlvii. 4. Phil. iv. 3. Luke 
*r Rom. viii 28. 
tt Pfal. IXXxi. 11, 12. 


. * Eph, v. 26. 
. 20. FJ Pet. i. 5. 
1 xXXVii. 24. and xxxiv. 28. 
1 $5 Prov. xxviii. gf 
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264 MEDITATION SV. 


and yet 


are brought down, and caſt out as durg upon the face have b 
of the earth 5. loſt, no 
Great and marvellous are theſe thy counſels, © ry prine 


moſt worthy Judge eternal, who fitteſt in the hren paſt all 
of equity, and bringeſi to paſs things deeh and un- bauchet 


fearchable*, And well may theſe ſtrike terror through Ml ,, he e 
every part of me, ſince man, during this mortal ſtate many o 
cannot attain to perfect ſecurity. but is {li} left ex- fort) v 
poſed to temptation and danger, that he may accon- fligate : 
pliſh his warefare with the greater circumſpection, vet eve 
ſerve thee in holineſs and righteouſncſs all the days gf fally r: 
his life ait! fear f, and refoice unto thee with rev hell, 
rence t. That his obedience may be preſerved by awe; unexpe 
and his joy tempered with humility and trembling : much t 
that he who girdeth on his armour ſhould not boat and hic 
* himfelf, as he that putteth it off; nor any fleſh glory garkne 
in chy preſence; but rather fear and humble itſelf be cans à 
fore thy mejeſty, when all are kept in this profrable childre 
ignorance of what may befal them in their latter end: An 
and cannot make a judgment of thy love or hatred, c: to tha 
ling ſongs of triumph to their fouls, till all the hazard: of dif 
of the fight be over. devil? 
How many have our own eyes ſeen, how man} choſet 
more have we heard of, (Which yet I never fee, 0. tation 
hear, or recollect, without great impreſſion) who har: tit of 
been long renowned for conſpicuous patterns of _ chafle 
virtue, and ſuch as ſeem'd, if any could do fo ab ſence, 
lutely, to have made their calling and election ſure” 2 hg 


§ Pſal. ein. 17 Pal. ix. #1 $. Job. V. 9. Pſal. i 
6 Phil. ii. 1a. 
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:nd yet upon ſome trying emergency, even theſe men 5 iu | 

* W have been vanquiſh'd and enſnar d, and fo entirely bl 0 fy 
Joſt, not only to the practice, but by degrees to the ve- j 9 

y principle of goodneſs, as to wallow and be hardned i $16 ; 
* WW paſt all feeling in the moſt enormous and ſcandalous de- A 
= baucheries Such are the ſtars of heaven, firuck down , «4th 
lle earth *, with a ſweep of the dragon's tail. How | \ mb 
* WH many on the other hand (which ſuſtains me with com- 1 1 
fort) who have lain grovelling in duſt and filth, pro- "ol 1 5 
fligate and ignorant, as well as averſe to all goodneſs, i 9 


=, 


yet even theſe abandon'd wretches thou haſt wonder- 
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WH fully rais'd, when they ſcem'd to be juſt ſinking into 440 
hell. Thus may we frequently obſerve the living die + is 

WH incxpettedly, and the dead in treſpaſſes and in fins, as 4 FAY 
much to our ſurprize, rais'd to a life of righteouſneſs | 11 5 

and hope : light clouded over with darkneſs, and 1 
darkneſs breaking forth into marvellous light, Publi- f if. 0 

cans and harlots ſeizing heaven by violence, and the Þ 155 
children of the kingdom caſt into utter darkneſs. | 3 MAD 

and whence all this, but becauſe they aſcended in- i bir « 

to that mountain of pride into which the ſirſt pattern $5480 

aof diſobedience went up an angel, but came down a 1 by 


\ 


devil? Whereas the meek and humble are the perſons 
choſen and called, ſanctified and built up a meet habi- 
tation for the majeſty of the great God, thro? the ſpi- 
tit of his grace. With theſe thou enjoyeſt holy and 
cheſte delights ; dwelling in their hearts by thy pre- 
1 lence, and making them thy temple, which is the high 


i honour our humane nature is capable of. 


Nr. xi. +. Mat. vai. 13. 


111 
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For this ſoul of ours, which thou haſt created dy 
thy word, though not of thy own ſubſtance ; nor yer et holy 


of any elementary matter, but out of nothing. Thi: ſch eſte 


rational, intellectual, and ſpiritual being, ever living, Ml © droſs 
| O 


and ever in motion, (upon which thou haſt impreſſed bliſs but 


thy likeneſs, and confecrated it to thyſelf by the layer To 
of regen-ration) 1s put into a capacity of receiving thy dellowed 
divine majeſty, and ſo contriv'd, as to be filled with an haf 
thee, and nothing elſe but thee. When it is in poſſeſh- n 
on of thee its deſires are ſatisſied, and nothing beſides 4nd nov 
remains an objcct of its wiſhes, But while it conti here th 
nues to deſire any external object, it manifeſtly betrays todwell, 
the want of thee within; becauſe when thou art thete- © © reſer 
it ſeeks for nothing beyond thee. 10 love 
For ſince thou art the ſupreme and univerſal gocd, co d 
deſires th 


in thee poſſeſſing all things, it cannot want any thing 


5 1 IF des the 
that is good. Bur if it do not deſire that which is the þ l 


ſam of all good, ſome other good will neceſſarily be 
ſought after, becauſe it hath not yet attain'd to all, 
nor yet to the chief good, ard aims at the puile lion of We are 


the creature rather than the Creator. And fo long 2. 


; . Have 
the creature is the object of it deſires, thoſe deſires ar? EAN 
: 3 in 
never to be ſatisfied ; for ſome freſh thing is ever pre. We. 

3 . : „ Dt vithi 
fenting itfelf, and the ſoul ſtill remains empty and di- KK 
; | A 

contented, becauſe out of its element and deſtitute of MF. 

, ; 1 city of t 
its proper happineſs, For nothing is ſo, but ihe utmolt | and fou 
perfection it is qualified for, and ſuch alone is that bicl- 3 
ſed Original, after whoſe image it was made at firlt, WF ſer : 
Now thou art pleaſed thus to commuricate thyſelf only Wi XX 8 
to ſuch, who deſire nothing but thee. Such thou mal: 


Port, but 
1 | 


MEDITATIONS. 


el holy as thou art holy, pure and worthy of thee, 
ſuch eſteemed thy friends, who counting all things but 
x; droſs and dung, propoſe no other end, no other 
bliſs but to gain thee alone. 

And this is the bleſſedneſs, which thy mercy hath 
beſtowed upon man: this is thy honour, with which 
thou haſt diſtinguiſhed thy favourite creature, and ex- 
alted him far above the reſt of the works of thy hands. 


and now, O Lord, at length I have found the place 


where the great, the good, the mighty God is pleaſed 
to dwell. 


and loves, and longs for thee alone; but not in that, 
which divides its affections, and either loves thee and 
(ſires thee not, or loves and longs for other things be- 
des thee, 


„ 
We are not to conceive God to be a ſenſible object. 


Have gone aſtray like a ſheep that was loſt, ſeek- 

ing thee with great anxiety without, when yet thau 
art within, and dwelleſt in my ſoul, if it deſire my pre- 
ſence, I wandred about the villages and ſtreets of the 
city of this world, enquiring for thee every where; 
and found thee not; becauſe I expected to meet that 
broad; which all the while 1 had at home, I ſent my 
Meſſengers into all quarters, and charged my bodily 
Yenſes to make ſtrict ſearch, and bring back a true re- 
Port, but all to no purpoſe ; becauſe I took a wrong me- 
L I 2 


267 


Even in that ſoul which thou haſt form'd in- ; 
to a reſemblance of thy own excellencies; which ſeeks, 
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263 MEDITATIONS. 


thod, and employed thoſe who were not qualified ſor 
the diſcovery : this error I now perceive, becauſe thoy 
haſt enlightned and ſhewed me the right way; ſor 


though thou art within me, yet none of theſe centinely. 


could give any account how thou camett thither, 


My eyes declare, if God have no colour, he cane | 


not in at thoſc doors; my ears, if he made no noiſe, 
did not paſs this way; my noſe, if he did not affect the 
ſmell, he enter'd not by me; my palate, if he have ro 
taſte, he could not enter here; my touch, if he be not 
a bodily ſubſtanes, 1 can give no account of him. 
Theſe qualities then do not belong to thee, my Ged, 
| becauſe I am not conſcious of any ſuch impreſſions up- 
on thy approach, For thou haſt not the form of a bo- 
dy, nor the whiteneſs of light, nor the ſparkling of pre. 
cious ſtones, nor the harmony of muſick, nor the fi. 
grancy of flowers, or ointments, or ſpices, nor the ce. 
licious taſte of honey, nor the charms of thoſe things 
that are pleaſant to the touch, nor any other qualities 
by which our ſenſes are entertain'd. When I ſeck af 
ter God, I purſue a happineſs very different from al 
theſe ; for to ſuppoſe him ſuch a being, as even brute 


are capable of feeling with the organs of ſenſe, wer Wi 
Cod. 


| form x 


to think moſt unworthily, moſt abſurdly of him. 

| And yet 1 cannot but acknowledge, that in Cod! 
expect to find a certain light above all other light, to 

bright for mortal eyes to bthold ; a powerful vac 

above all other voices, too ſtrong for any ear to he; 

a ſweetneſs above all other ſweets, too exquiſite 

any tafte to reliſn. A light ſhining without being or 
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„Jod by any determinate ſpace ; a voice ſounding with- 
ut loſing itſelf in air, a fragrant perfume without the 
afittance of winds to waſte it. Such is my God, and 
there is none that can be compared unto him: and 
ſach is the object, which my foul loves and longs af- 
ter, - 

And too late it was, that I ſet my heart upon thee, 
0 my beloved, whoſe beauty was from everlaſting and 
yet-is always new and blooming. Too long did 1 pur- 
ſue thee in vain, while running after the beauteous 


creatures thou haſt made, and thinking there to find 
% thee. Thou waſt with me, but I was not with thee 
- and thoſe things keept me at a diſtance from thee, 
> MW which yet could not ſubſiſt except in and by thee. I 
| afked the earth, if it was not my God, and it anſwer- 
„d; and all that it contains unanimouſly agreed in 

the ſame confeſſion. I aſk'd the ſea, the great depths, 
and all the vaſt and ſtrange variety of creatures living 
ad engendring in thoſe watry regions; they reply'd, 
e are not thy God, look for him above us, I enquir'd 
of the firmament, and the air with all its inhabitants 


replied, that Anaximenes was quite miſtaken ; ſo did 


the ſun, and moon, and ſtars declare they were not 
God, Then I deſired the object of my ſenſes, to in- 
form me ſomewhat of that good, which they diſclaim- 
ed all pretence of being taken for. They all cry'd out 
aloud, It is he that made us. At laſt I reſorted to 


I am not God, but 1 am by him: the being whom 
" You ſeek in me is, he that made me. And you look 


this globe of the world, but there again the anſwer was, 
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much too low; for he who made and governs me 

* much more excellent, and ſeated far above me. 
Now by enquiring of the ſeveral creatures, 1 mes 
by an attentive conſideration of their reſpective nature, 
and condition: and by their anſwers, that eviden:, 
of their being created by God, which is the plain te. 
ſult of ſuch a conſideration. For molt agreeable to the 
experience of every wiſe and ſober perſon is that 9c 
the apoſtle, that the * inviſible things of God ar 
* clearly ſeen from the creation of the world, being un. 
derſtood by the things that were made *,” 
After conſulting thus the creatures abroad, I came 
home at laſt, deſcended into myſelf, and aſk'd, a 
art thou? The reply made me was, A rational api 
mortal man. Then 1 begun to examine what, and 
BM from whence this ſort of animal ſhould be, and preſent. 
1 ly reflected, Whence could it poſſibly be but from 
* thee? It ic thou, my God, that haſt made me, and 
3 * not I myſelf . But (till, who art thou? Thou ar 
| he, by whom I live; he by whom all things lire: 
thou art the true God, the only omnipotent, and eter- 
nal, and incomprehenſible, and infinite. Everlaſting, 
. and nothing dyes in thee ; for thou art immortal and 
| inhabiteſt eternity}, wonderful in the eyes of the an- 
gels, inexpreſſible, unſearchable, and of perfection ſo 
great as wants a name. Strong and powerful, and 
greatly to be feared, without beginning and without 
end, thy ſelf the beginning and the end of all things, 
Exiſting before time was, Governour and Lord of al 
* Rom. 1. 10 + PRl. e. 2. + Iſai. v. 7, 15 
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- 


t thou haſt made; whoſe cauſes all are fixed in 
ee, and the effects ſubſiſt in ſuch manner and to ſuch 
erm, as thy immutable wiſdom ſees fit. 
Tell then thy ſervant, who deſires to know, whence 
11d man take his original, but from thee ? Could 
py of us give life and being to himſelf ? Nay, was it 
ble for any other to give him either, but for thee 
one? Art not thou the fir: and ſupreme being, from 
hom all elſe receive their being? Whatever is, is 
tainly from thee, for nothing is without thee. Thou 
t the fountain of life: whatever lives, by thee it 
es: for nothing can live without thee. Thou haſt 
jzde all things, and can I then doubt who made me? 
hou certainly art my maker, and I thy workmanſhip, 
| {Wzoks be to my God, by whom J and all things ſub- 
and live, for my creation: thanks to this ſkilful 
ificer, whoſe hands made and faſhioned me, for cre- 


ing mea man. Thanks to that light, which diſcove- 
d itſelf to me, and me to myſelf, For in finding and 


ommunication of thy light, it is that I know thee, 
hanks therefore, O my God, all thanks and praiſe 
o thee, for thus enlightening me. 
| But how can I pretend to ſay, I know thee ? Art 
3 thou God infinite, incomprehenſible, the King of 
logs, and Lord of lords, who only beſt immortalt- 
ty, and dwelleſt in light which cannot be approached 
1 | unto, whom no man hath ſeen or can ſee * ?*' A God 
Bat hideſt thyſelf from mortal eyes? And who can 


* 3 Ti 15% 


— 


owing my ſelſ, 1 find and know thee : and by the 
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know what he hath never ſeen? The herald, (cy; 


prepare the way for thy truth, proclaimed, N ,,,iﬀ power 
hath ſeen Cod at any time* ; and that truth itſelf of tha! 
clared, No man knoweth the Son, but the Path me. 1 
neither knoweth any man the Father, but the Son grace a 


Thus the Lord is ſaid to be high above all heare;M thou u 
and ſuch as even the angels (itrictly ſpezking) do ol unto u 
ther admire than behold : this is the heaven to whig from m 
none hath aſcended up, but be that came din j,fl who an 
heaven: thus the Father is known to none but tiff to be h. 
Son and the Spirit proceeding from both; and the $M neſs of 
to none but the Father and the ſame Spirit common M thou ha 
them both: the holy and wonderful Trinity does ercifa 
exceed all comprehenſions but its own ; and the tee. 
angels, who are continually looking into this plori Thu 
eſſence, and contemplate it with a molt intenſe de 72/%s C 
yet are not able to expreſs, conceive, or acquaint th vas tha 
ſelves throughly with, all its moſt myſterious pes pid that 
Ons. | table m 
How 1s it then that I know the moſt high nan lo, 
whom neither heaven nor earth contain, whom et 
Cherubim and Seraphim adore with aſtoniſkment, 1 
_ yell their faces with their wings before him that fits 
the throne ; crying out holy, holy, holy, Lord 
of hoſts, heaven and earth are full of thy glory :: 
Know thee not, my God, as thou art in thyſch, bu 
thou art with reſpe& to me: not in thy eſſence b 
operations; and even this knowledge is not from 
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* John. i. 18. f Matt. xi. 27. 6 John." 
Ital. 6. 
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yowers of my own, but wholly owing to the guidance 
of that light, which thou art pleaſed to reflect upon 
me. Thy glories are underſtood by thyſelf alone, thy 
grace and goodneſs manifeſted to me. And what art 
thou with reſpect to me? Tell me, O Lord, and /ay 
unto my foul, 1 am thy ſalvation x. Hide not thy face 
from me, left 1 die : ſuffer me to ſpeak to thy mercy, 
who am but duſt and aſhes. Thou haſt made thy voice 
to be heard from above, and broken through the deaf- 
neſs of my heart; thy light hath ſhined forth; and 
thou haſt ſhewed me that thou art my Saviour and my 
merciful God; and thus it is, that I have ſaid I know 
thee. 

Thus have I known thee the only true God, and 
Jeſas Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent F. How wretched 
was that blindneſs, in which I ſaw thee not! How ſtu- 
pid that deafneſs, when 1 heard thee not! How miſe- 
table my condition, when I loved thee not! For no 
man loves thee, who does not ſee thee, and none can 
ſee thee, who does not love thee. _ 

Honour, and praiſe, and thankſgiving be to the 
licht of my life, for thoſe manifeſtations of himſelf, 
which he hath vouchſafed to make to my ſoul, But 
how is it that thou haſt manifeſted thyſeif to me? Even 
by inſtructing me, that thou art my only God and Cre- 
ator, the true living God, almighty, immortal, inviſi— 
ble**, eternal, incomprehenſible, unſearchable, un- 


* Pal, Xv. 2. ohn, vii. 3 **- Plat. hexxvi. 10. 
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changeable, infinite, by whom all things were made 
and the principles of all ſubſiſt. Whoſe majeſty as ir 
had no beginning or encreaſe, ſo ſhall it never have di. 


minution or end *, The one only God, Father, Son, 


and Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons and one Subſtance, a. 
thor and common caule of all things viſible and inviſ- 
ble +, who by thy mighty power didſt at the beginning 


of time form ſpiritual and corporeal ſubſtances ; the 


angels of the former, the things of this world of the 
latter fort; and man partaking of both natures confiſt- 
ing of body and ſpirit, by a ſtupendous conjunction of 
material and immaterial, and all theſe created out of 
nothing, 

I know and acknowledge thee, O Father, begotten 
of none, Thee, O Son, begotten of the Father, Thee, 
O Holy Gholt the comforter |, proceeding from both, 
three Perſons coequal, conſubſtantial, coeternal. This 
holy undivided Trinity in unity, and unity in Trinity, 
{ believe with the heart unto righteouſneſs, and con- 


eſs with the mouth unto ſalvation. 


I confeſs and acknowledge thee the true Cod, and 
our Lord Jcſus Chriſt, the only begotten Son of God, 
Creator, Saviour and Redecmer of me, and of all man- 
kind. Begotten of the Father, before all worlds, Go! 
* of God, Light of Light, very God of very Gol, 
being of one ſubſtance with the Father and Holy 


| n. + Matt, xi. 25. John. i. 3. 
Col. 1. 16. + John, xiv. 26. § Rom, X 9, 2? 
John. i. 4, 5. | 
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Spirit, by whom all things were maden. Firmly be- 
lieving, that thou, God, only begotten Jeſus Chriſt, 
by a marvellovs concurrence of the whole Trinity, watt 
hr us men, and for our ſalvation}, incarnate of the 
erer Virgin Mary, conceived by the operation of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and fo perſect Cod was made perfect nau, 
Ju reaſonable foul and humane fleſh ſubſiſting. 

Who, though in regard of thy divine nature, thou 
art impaſſible and immortal, yet, for the unſpeakable 
love, wherewith thou haſt loved us, didit by taking 
our humane into that divine nature, become ſubject 
to ſufferings and death 9. And thus the ſame Son of 


God condeſcended to dye upon the croſs for a time, 


that he might deliver us from everlaſting death ||. Thou, 
civer of light, deſcendedſt into hell, where our fore- 
fathers ſat in darkneſs; and the third day didſt riſe 
again from thence a glorious and triumphant conque- 
ror **; taking up that bleſſed body of thine, which 
for our ſins had lain dead in the grave, and reſtoring 
it to life the third day according to the ſcriptures, that 
thou mighteſt enthrone it at the right hand of the Fa- 
ther. Then didſt thou lead captivity captive+Þ, which 
the enemy of mankind had taken priſoner ; and thus, 
thou very Son of God, with our very ſubſtance, that 
is, the humane ſoul and body derived from thy bleſſed 


Virgin Mother, haſt aſcended up on high, far above 


* Heb. i. 3. . § John. i. 14. 
Eph. ii. 4. een 21; . ** Mat. 28. 
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all heavens; angels, principalities, and powers being 
made ſubject to thee; where now thou ſitteſt at the 
right hand of God *, in endleſs overflowing life, in 
light inacceſſible, in that peace, which paſſeth all un 
derſtanding. 

There we believe and worſhip Jeſus Chriſt, very 
God and very man; confeſſing, that God, who hat} 
fo highly exalted thee, is thy Father of a truth, and 
waiting for thy coming in © the end of the world to 
Judge the quick and the dead, and render to every 

man according to his works | ;* to the good reward 
and reſt, to the evil, grief and puniſhment eternal. For 
at that day ſhall all mer: hear thy voice, and {hall come 
forth with their own bodies, that each may receiv? at 
thy hand according to that he hath done in his body, 
whether it be good or badF. Thou art our life, thou 
art our reſurrection, and in thee we look for a Savi- 
our * * Jeſus Chriſt the Lord, who ſhall change our 
vile body, and faſhion it like unto his glorious body, 
according to his mighty working whereby he is able to 
ſubdue all things to himſelf 5. 

I know and acknowledge thee, the one true God, 
Holy Spirit, proceeding from the Father and the Son; 
of the ſame ſubſtance and eternity with the Father 
and the Son, our Advocate and Comforter | ; who 
didſt deſcend like a dove upon the ſame our Lord Jeſu: 


9-2 Det. Hi. na: + Adds. x. 42, Mat. xvi. 27 


4 Rom. ii. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. John. v. 28, 29. John. Xi. 25 
9 2 Cor. v. 
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chriſt, and appear in fiery tongues upon the bleſſed 
zpoſtles Who haſt from the beginning of the world 
ſhed abroad the gifts of thy grace upon all the ſaints 
nd choſen of God, and opened the mouths of the pro- 
ets, that they might reveal tne wonders of his king- 
em f; who with the Father and the Son together art 
worſhipped and gloriſied in all churches of the ſaints. 
mong whom I allo, thy meaneſt fervant, beg leave 
0 publiſh thy praiſes, for the ſaving light communica- 
ed to my poor foul, For thou art the true Light, the 
toy fire of God, to whom all ſaints are ſubject; the 
ſpicit of truth, who by thy anction teacheth us all 
ruth, without whoſe grace it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God 6; for thou art God of God, and light proceed- 
ing aſter a myſterious and inneffable manner from the 
Father of Lights, and from his Son Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, With theſe thou art coequal, and coeternally 
mited in the fame eſſence, and with them reigneſt, and 
art glorified by a ſingular and a moſt ſtupendous union. 

Thus do I know the one true God, three in Per- 
ſons; and one in eflence ; thus do I confeſs and adore 
with my whole heart the Maker and Governour of all 
things that are in heaven and in earth, and under the 
carth, I know theſe by that faith which thou haſt in- 
ſired unto me; for Thou art the light of my eyes, 
ine hope of all the ends of the earth, the joy of my 
youth, and the ſupport of my old age. All my bones 


* Mat. iii. 16. Ads. ii. f 1 Cor. Xii. 9, 10, 11. 
I John. ii. 20, 27. § Rom: viii. 8. 
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ſhall be joyful in thee, and ſay, Lord, who is lile unt 


thee *? Yea, who among the gods is /ike unts theo, 0 


Lord, who art not made as they were, by men's hands, 
but who thyſelf didſt make the hands of men? The 
images of the heathen are ſilver and gold +, and all 
their gods are devils. But 7 is the Lord that mad: ij; 
heavens. The Lord he is the God. The Lord he is 
the God . Confounded be all the vain Gods &, and let 
them find no place in heaven and earth, who made 
neither heaven nor earth; but let heaven and earth, 
and all that therein is, for ever glorify and praiſe thy 
name; for thou haſt made heaven and earth, and all 
that therein is **. 


Ca AF. XV; 


A Confeſſion of our own Vileneſs, and God's Excel. 
| lencies. 


0 


/ HO is like unto thee, O Lord, among the 

Gods, who is like unto thee, glorious in ho- 
* lineſs, fearful in praiſes, doing wonders ++?” Teo 
late, alas! itis, that I am brought to a due ſenſe and 
knowledge of thee, A thick and gloomy cloud hung 
too long before my blinded eyes, through which I was 
not able to diſcern the ſun of righteouſneſs and Light 
of truth, I was muffled up in darkneſs, a child of daik- 
neſs and did not only endure but love my darkneſs; be- 


Pal. xxxy 10. +: Pfal. cxv. + 1 Kings. xy 39. 
§ Pfal. xcvii. -  **.. Exod; xx. 11. ++ Exod. xv. 11. 
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cauſe as yet in ignorance of the truth, I was blind, and 
fond of my defect and miſery, and every day bewildred 
more and more, in darkneſs that might even be felt, 
And what kind friend was he that took me by the hand 
o draw me out of this ſhadow of death? Who ſo com- 
raſhonate a guide to this blind wretch, to ſeck me when 
| ſought not him, to call me when I never cried for 
help, never complained, nay, neyer felt my calamitous 
and loſt condition? This can be none but thine, my 
God, the Father of mercies, and the God of all com- 


firt *. No bowels leſs enlarged than thine, conld ſhew 


ſuch tender pity and affection. Bleſſed therefore, be 
thy name; for ever bleſſed be thy love, which was 


ſcund of a miſerable creature, who ſought thee not, and 


aſked for him that enquired not after thee}. 

In this ſpiritual, as heretofore in the natural crea- 
non, thy powerful voice ſaid, Let there be light, and 
there vas light. The groſs night which ſwum before 
my eyes diſſolved in an inſtant. I felt it ſcatter, and 
deſcryed the dawning day, and heard the powerful 
command, and full of thankiul wonder cricd out, 
Thou verily art my God, which haſt brought nie out 
of darkneſs and the {ſhadow of death, into thy marvel- 
* Jous light.” Thou ſpakeſt the word, and behold 1 
ſe, Theo did I firſt diſcover the horror of my former 
darkneſs, the diſmal abyſs in which lay; and tremb- 
led at the reflection. O wretched ſtate! O moſt un- 


comfortable blindneſs, which all the light of heaven 
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did not penetrate ! O deplorable ignorance ! wi; 
knew not him who made me, preſerves me, is alwa 
preſent with me, always inſeparably in me. Thanks 1 
my God, for bringing me to a fight of that, which 
mult needs have ſeen before, had not my corruptig 
been ſo oppoſite to thy purity, but then alas! we 4 
in direct contrariety, thou Light, I darkneſs; and gf 
cern thee I could not, till thou dartcd{t thyſelf; into m 
ſoul; for there is no light beſides, none withoy 
thee. 

Such is my meanneſs and miſery, conſidered in! 
ſelf, but I am yet much more vile and deſpicable in m 
own fight, when from ſuch reflections I raiſe my ſcul t 
contemplate thy unchangeable majeſty, O Lord Ge 
moſt holy, God of gods, and Lord of lords, at whol 
preſence the hoſts of angels tremble, dominion ar 
thrones fall dowa and adore, of whoſe p power and wil 
dom there is no end, no meaſure ; who halt laid t. 


foundations of the world upon nothing, and gathers 


the waters of the ſea together as an heap ; the nol 


mighty God of the ſpirits of all flcth 5 at whoſe wor 
and preſence the heavens and the carth quake, ard: 
- whoſe beck every element pays a ready obctienc: 
Even ſo, bleiled God, be thou for ever worllio»: 
obeyed, and gloriſied by thy whole creation. Att 

In company with theſe, I thy unworthy ſcrrantd 
bow the neck of my heart by faith, and proſtrate met 
before the footſtool of thy majeſty, with humble grat 
tude for all thy mercies, but more eſpecially for the 
ſpiritual light and guidance, which thou halt bt 


leas'd t 
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bleas' d to vouchſafe unto me. By thee, O true light, 
5. lizhte every man that cometh into the world, I 
e and am thankful, I feel thy bright beams deſcends 
jog from above into my foul, cheriſhing and warming 


ny inward parts, and making glad all my bones: fi- 
iſh, 1 bcſeech thee, the good work already begun in 


by illuminating grace diffuſe irſelf plentifully through 
every power and faculty of my mind, 

What glowing in my breaſt is this I feel? What 
icht, that darts its rays into my ſoul ? O fire that 
pever art quenched, kindle my affections! O Sun of 
nighteouſneſs, that never ſetteſt, never. art clouded, 
fine in my heart! how ſweet is thy warmth ! how 
ſecret and pleaſant thy cheerſul light! O let me ever 
he inflamed with thy divine, thy celightſal beams. 
Wietched are they that burn with impure fires ; wret- 
ched, that walk by any other light, and remain deſti- 


rot, wretched thoſe dim eyes which cannot, wretched 
1 willal eyes which wink hard and will not ſee the 


Vo tot, Wretched they, who do not turn away their 


eyes [com beholding vanity ; for being long habituated 
es darkneſs difables ſuch from bearing the brightneſs 
of thy light, or valuing as they ought, the bleſſing of 
thy cheerful influences. They feel, ard approve, and 
1 1 upon darkneſs; and, linking every day into grol- 
1 degrees of ignorance, know not upon what ſlippery 
ground . ſtand, nor the ee precipices into 

which they are falling. O miſerable wretches, whe 

NR 


e. Increaſe thy bleſſed gift, and let the brightneſs of 


tute of by 2; wretched thoſe blind eyes, which do 
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are not ſenſible of the worth of what they loſe! And 


yet more miſerable thoſe hardned ſouls, who are ſen fi. 
ble of their loſs and ruin, but nevertheleſs ſtumble and 
fall with eyes broad open, and go down quick int 
hell. oh 
O heavenly luſtre ! which diſcovereſt thy ſelf only 
to unblemiſh'd eyes and clean hearts! BY-J24 are the 


pure in heart, for they ſhall ſze Cod *. Cleanſe me 


thoroughly, thou ſanctifying Spirit; take out the 


7 


beams and motes from my eyes, that I may be quali- 


fied ſteadily to behold thy divine beauties. Command 
the ſcales of my old errors to fall off, which like thick 
miſts dance before my deluded fight, and pierce them 
through with thy reſplendent beams, that in thy 1ichy 
T may ſee light r. Praiſed be my God the fountain of 


light; for, whereas I was formerly blind now I ſez: 
| ſtrengthen then, I beſeech thee, and diffuſe this grace 


vet more plentifully in my ſoul. Chen 1hou my eyes, 
that I may diſcern the wonaroas things of thy laww?}, 


Thauks for the profpe& I already have of thy ſtupend- 


ous perfections, which though as yet but diſtant, and 


indiſtinct, dari and through a glaſs, is yet ſuch as 
makes me vehemently deſire a nearer view, and one 
that may be ſeen face to face. O! when ſhall that 
day of joy and triumph come, which ſhall introduce 
me into the ſecret place of thy dwelling, the conſtant 
bright abode of thy majeſtick preſence, that I may fa 


tisfy my largeſt wiſhes, ard find a freſh and neyer- 


* Mat. v. 8. + Pal. Xxxvi. 9. + Pſal. cxix. 19. 
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ng ccahog pleaſure in ſtill deſiring what I enjoy, and en- 


lt. joying what I deſire. 
nd 
0 d H A P. XI. 


The Soul's earneſt Longings after Future Happineſs. 


JT IKE xs the hart panteth for the water-brooks, 
b ſo longeth my ſoul aſter thee, O God *. 0 
fountain of living water, when ſhall J approach thee, 
when ſhall I have travell'd through this dry, and deſo- 
late wilderneſs, in which there is no way; that my ſoul 
may be ſatisſied with the plenteouſneſs of thy mercy ? 
1 WW Behold, O Lord, I thirſt, thou art the well of life; O 
1 quench my thirſt, Yea, after the living Cod do I thirſ?, 
* 9 ſuffer me to drink of thy pleaſures, and haſten that 

day of praiſe and thankſgiving ; that day which thou, 
o Lord, hat made, that thy ſervants may rejoice and 
„e glad in it. O glorious day! O everlaſting morn- 


ing! whoſe ſun never declines, in which I ſhall hear 
. that moſt tranſporting ſentence, Euter thou into the 
4 


% 9 thy Lord. Into that joy, where are things great 
and wnſearchable, yea, marvellous things without 
"WW 7unber$. A joy without concluſion, without inter- 
ruption, without allay; where we ſhall meet with all 
we can wiſh, and reſt ſecure from all we can fear; 
free from the enemy's aſſaults, from the tempter's ſe- 
ducing inſinuations; full of ſecurity, and reſt, and 


peace, bleſſed with the raviſhing viſion of the Deity, 


for ever; ſuch is the joy of thy Lord thy God. 


* Pfal, xlii. 1. + Pfal. cxviii. 22. 5 Job. v. 9. 
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O joy moſt exquiſite, moſt excellent, moſt compre. 
henſive; above which, in compariſon of which, be{ic. 
which, there is no joy, When ſhall I enter into thee, 
and behold my God that dwelleth in thee? What is it 
that detains me from him whom my ſoul loveth ? How 


long ſhall it be ſaid unto my eager heart, wait, wait pa. | 


tiently: And now, O Lord, what do I wiſh and wait 
for ? Surely it is for thee, * my Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, who ſhalt change our vile body, that it may be 
* like unto thy glorious body *.“ Surely it is for my 
Lord's coming to the marriage, that he may admit me 
into the bride chamber, Come quickly, Lord, and do 
not tarry. Come, Lord Jeſus, in, and viſit us in peace 
and favour q. Come and unlock our priſon doors, that 
thy releaſed may rejoice before thee with a perfed 
heart. Come, thou dejire of all nations, fhew the 
light of thy countenance and ave fhall be whel: |, 
; Come, my light, my Redeemer, and ſet my foul at li- 
| berty, that 1 may give thanks unto thy holy name. How 
long mult I continue to be toſſed upon the waves of this 
mortal life, crying unto thee, O Lord, and thou heareſt 
not? Bow down thine ear, I beſeech thee, and liſten 
when I call out of the deep, and bring me to the haven 
of everlaſting bliſs. | 
O happy fouls, who are dehver'd from the perils of 
this fea, and got ſafe to ſhore ; who have reach'd their 
native country, and exchang'd their priſon for a palace! 
Happy thoſe combatants, who have receiv'd that crown 


* Phil, iii. 21. § Mat. xxv. Pſal. xvii, 19 
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of glory, which they endur'd the fight of various afflic- 
tons to obtain, and are now tranſlated from ſhort tri- 
bulations to endleſs triumphs ! Happy beyond all ex- 
preſſion, Who have put off their load of frailty and 
ſuffering, who are in quiet poſſeſhon of the glory which 
ſideth not away, and cloathed with majeſty and ho- 
nour ! O bleſſed ſtate, O kingdom everlaſting, where 
the ſouls of the ſaints are in peace and felicity, where 
eternal rejoicing is upon every head, and forrow and 
fabing flee away K. Where the ſaints reign with thee 
their belov'd Lord, and deck themſelves with light as 
with a garen r. O kingdom ever bleſſed, in which 


thou, Lord, the hope and crown of all thy faithful ſer- 


vants, make{t them * glad with the joy of thy counte- 
* nance d, ard that peace which paſſeth all under- 
© ſtanding .“ Their joy knows no bounds, their mirth 


no ſorrow, their health no pain, their light no inter- 


vals of darkneſs, their life hath no death, their happi- 
neſs is univerſal, without the leaſt mixture of evil: 
their youth 1s ever freſh and gay, their beauty always 
blooming, their love ever fervent, their pleaſures have 
no abatement. For thou, O God, art their all in all, 
their ſole, their chief, their perfect good. 

But the more we admire the happineſs of them who 
are exalted to this ſecure and bliſsful ſtate already, the 
greater cauſe have we to bewail our own miſery, who 


are ſtill expos'd to all the ſtorms. and ſhipwrack of a 


ai. xxxv- 30. f Pal. ein. 3. 5 Pl. . i. 
Phil. iv. 7. 
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tempeſtuous and troubled ſea : For we, alas ! can only 

hope the beſt, but are not ſure that we ſhall ever make 
the port of everlaſting life and ſalvation, For our life 
is a ſtate of exile and captivity, our end unknown, out 
fate wrapped up in clouds of a dark futurity. We lie 
at the mercy of winds and waves, and caſt many a 
weary and Jonging look, to the Jand of our hope and 
"reſt, But, O thou ſtay of our ſouls, our refuge and 
ſtrength, whoſe light, like the ſailor's ſtar, ſhines 
through the thick clouds that hang over our heads; 
ſteer, we beſeech thee, this floating veſſel with the 
helm of thy croſs, leſt the deep ſwallow us up. Draw 
us out of theſe ſurges to thyſelf our only comfort, 
whom now our weeping eyes can but juſt diſcern, 
ſtanding afar off, like the dawn of the morning tar, 
to conduct and receive us to the wiſh'd-for regions of 
light : we are thy redeemed, and as ſuch cry unto 
thee ; captives indeed at preſent, but ſuch as thou 
haſt ranſom'd with thy molt precious blood. Hear 
* us, O God of our ſalvation, thou that art the hope 
* of all the ends of the earth, and of them that remain 
© in the broad ſea *,” Thou ſtandeſt upon the ſhore, 
and ſeeſt our danger, and how our veſſel works in the 
ſtorm; O ſave us for thy name's ſake and fo direct 
our courſe, that we may happily decline thoſe rocks on 
every fide, which if we ſtrike upon we are daſh'd to 
pieces. Thou knoweſt the value of our cargo, and 
the difficulties of the voyage, Save, Maſter, or we pe- 
riſh, 

4 Pfal. Ixv. 5. 


This 
when th 
tain Of \ 
and all c 
ſhall we 
now ble 
unquenc 
the divi 
the priv 
and life 
art the 
that is, 
Which 
apoſtle 
known 
of thy 
effect te 
the Sen 
and the 
undivic 
the me 


bleſſed 


beauty 
ruſale: 
can CC 
olorift 
the inf 
broug 
light e 


MEDITATIONS. 287 


This is our diſtreſſed condition at preſent, but 
when thou haſt brought us home to thyſelf, the foun- 
tain of wiſdom and Father of lights; ſuch complaints 
nd all occaſion for them ſhall-ceaſe, Then in thy light 
mall we ſee light; not ſuch as our corporeal eyes are 
now bleſs'd with, bat light unbodied, incorruptible, 
unquenchable, uncreated, the inacceſſible, the true, 
the divine light; that which enlightens angels, and is 
the privilege and joy of ſaints, evea the ſource of light 
and life, even thee, my Lord and my God. For thou 
art the light, in whoſe /i9ht wwe hall ſee licht *, 
that is, behold thee and in thyſelf, and face to face. 
Which what elſe can it import, but, as thy bleſſed 
apoſtle hath very juſtly explained it, E1owving as we are 
town ; being let into a diſtinct view and knowledge 
of thy truth and glory? So that to /ze thy face is in 
fect to know the power of the Father, the wiſdom of 
the Sen, the clemency and goodneſs of the Holy Choſt, 
and the myſterious adorable union of all Three in one 
undivided eſſence. And thus to ſee the living God, is 
the moſt exalted happineſs, the honour and reward of 


bleſſed ſpirits, the crown of glory and eternal bliſs, the 


beauty of peace, the paradiſe of God, the heavenly Je- 
ruſalem, and that fulneſs of joy which no finite mind 
can comprehend. For this is the utmoſt bleſſedneſs of 
olorified man, to ſee him cho made heaven and earth, 
the infinitely good Being, which created, and ſaved, an! 
brought him to bliſs and glory with himſelf, This 
fight conſiſts in a clear knowledge of him in loving and 


1 Cor. Kii, 13, 
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admiring, in praiſing and poſieſhog him. For he is the 
inheritance of his people, even of the ſpirits whom he 
hath purchaſed of old, Ile is their portion, and the x-. 
compence of their hopes and holy labours. 7 azy J 
exceeding great reward, was his declaration and pro- 
miſe to Abraham *, and a promiſe it was every way 
worthy the divine Maker, For great and noble things 
ſuit the character of great and noble perſons. They 
indeed, my God, art exalted far above all pods, and 
thy reward is proportionally high. For thou art not 
great and thy reward little; but as thou art, fo is that, 
great; for thou art not one thing and thy reward an- 
other, but both the ſame, and both excceding great. 
Thou art the beſtower of the crown, and the crown 
itſelf; the maker of the promiſe and the matter of the 
promiſe ; the giver and the gift, the diadem of hope 
bedeckt with glory; the defire and the joy of thy holy 


ones, The ſight of thee is therefore all that bliſs and 


recompence we can pothbly hope for. This 25 eiern 


{ife, this thy own wiſdom, to 4% thee ths ouly tru 
Cod, and Feſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent F. Wha 
therefore we {hall tee thee, the only, the true, the liy- 
ing, the almiphty, infinite and incomprehenſible Fa- 
ther; and thy only begotten, conſubſtantial and coe- 


ternal Son, whom thou ſenteſt into the world for gu; 
ſalvation, by the power of the Holy Ghoſt 3 when we 
ſhall ſee thoſe three Perſons in the unity of that Spirit 
one only divine eſſence, beſides whom there is no Cod; 
then ſhall we actually poſſeſs what we now follicitouis 
+ John. vii. 3. | 


Sen. XV. 1. 
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labour after: even that everlaſting life and glory, 
which thou haſt prepared for them that love thee, laid 
up for them that fear thee 3 and the portion of them 
that ſeek thy face continually. 

And thou, O Lord my God, who haſt formed me 
and preſerved me from my mother's womb, ſuffer me 


not, I beſeech thee, to be diverted from this one, and 


diſtracted in the purſuit of many objects; but call in my 


wandering thoughts ſcattered upon things without, and 


let me ſtand collected in myſelf, and from myſelf, riſe 
up and fix on thee alone ; that my heart may always 
be in a condition of ſaying with thy devout Pſalmiſt, 
Thou haſt ſaid ſeek ye my face, thy face, Lord, will 1 
ſeek : even the face of the Lord of hoſts, in the viſion 
whereof the everlaſting life and glory of bleſſed ſpirits 
in heaven conſiſts, Let my heart therefore rejoice, that 
it may fear thy name. Vea, let the heart of them re- 
foice that ſeek the Lord}, But if the heart of them 
who ſeek him only be affected with ſo ſenſible a joy, 
how raviſhing and intenſe mult theirs needs be, who do 
not only ſeek but find him ? I will therefore ſeck thy 
face conſtantly, zealouſſy, inceſſantly, that fo at length 
the gate of righteouſneſs may be open'd, that I may go 
into the joy of my Lord. This is the gate of the Lord, 

the righteous ſhall enter into it), 


+. Pal. cy. 4. 5 plal exvili. 19, 20. 
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290 MEDITATIONS. 


CH AF... XVII. 


A concluding Prayer to the Ho Trinity, 


Holy, bleſſed, and glorious Three, coeternal ang 
coequal Perſons and one true God; Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt; thou that alone inhabiteſt eters 
nity, and that lipht to which no mortal can approach 
that haſt founded the earth by thy power, and ruleſ 
all the kingdoms of it by thy wiſdom ; boly, holy, 
holy, Lord God of Sabaoth ! ſtrong and terrible, Tay 
ciful and juſt, worthy to be praiſed, admired and loved 
above all things, by every creature capable of paying 
thee this tribute; power, wiſdom and goodneſs, 58 
undivided Trinity, look down with pity, and give car 
to the calling of thy poor ſervant, who humbly beos ad- 
miſſion into the gates of righteouſneſs, that he may ren- 
der due thanks to thy glorious name. ; 
Behold, great Maſter of the houſe, a yy. beggar 
knocking at the door of thy mercy; O let him by his 
own experience prove the truth of that gracious pro- 
miſe, 4noct and it ſhall be opened unto y For 
what is knocking, if the inward groans, the 1980 ding: 
of my bowels, the vehement deſifes, the dolt ful Aen. 
tations, and moving tears, and importunate cries, with 
which my heart now feeks thee, do not deſerve that 
name? Nor can any of theſe moſt inward griefs be 
Joſt upon an all-ſeeing God? for thou obſerveſt my 
malt ſecret thoughts, and my heavineſs is not hid 
5 Mat. vil. 7. 
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rom thee. Turn not then thy face any longer from 
me, nor caſt away thy ſervant in diſpleaſure x. Hear, 
O Father of mercies, hear the loud complaints of thy 
deſolate child, and ſtretch out thy right hand to help 


me. Draw me out of the mire of miſerv and corrup- 


tion, and ſave me from the deep waters, the overflow- 
ings of ungodlineſs, that I fink not; my danger and 
my calamity thou canſt not but fee, and hall 1 be ſuf- 
fered to periſh, while mercy itſelf looks on? Call up 
thy bowels, thy tender and unſpeakable affection, of 
which I have already had fo many inſtances: let theſe 
commiſerate my preſent diſtreſs, and work out for me 
a mighty deliverance : that I may be conducted ſafe 
to thee, my God, and ſce the riches of thy kingdom, 
and the beauties of thy glorious preſence ; and ſing 
praiſes inceſſantly to thy name, Lord, who deſt won- 
drous things F. Thou refreſhelt my foul with glad re- 
membrances of thy goodneſs ; and haſt enlightened my 
younger years with the brightneſs of thy truth ; for- 
ſake me not, I beſeech thee, in my old age and gray 
hairs, but, make my feeble body to rejoice, and renew 
my youth as the eagles 5, and in thy due time com- 
mand theſe dry bones to live again by a bleſſed reſur- 
rection to immortal life and glory. 


„ Pſal. xxvii. Pſal. Ixxii. 18. 5 P fal. IXxi. cut. 5. 
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8. AUGUSTINE'S 
HA N-U-A 1: 
B O O K IV. 


THE PREFACE. 


THE multitude and vaſt variety of enſlaving ob- 
jects with which in this life we are every 
here beſet, divert our thoughts and cool our love of 
eaven. It is therefore neceſſary to fortify and rouſe 
rſelves, that we may wake out of our deluding 
eam; and when we feel our ſouls rove and fall off, 
je may be able to bring them back ſpeedily, -to God 
pr true and chief good. This conſideration, and my 
rent love of my God, not any raſh preſumptuous 
dnceit of my own abilities, put me upon compiling 
bis little book; that ſo I might have ſome pious re- 
kttions always about me; collected from the choiceft 
wings of holy fathers; the fervent reading whereof 
ky warm me afreſh with divine love, whenever I ſhall 
el that holy fire begin to languiſh in my heart. Aſſiſt 
k therefore, O my God, in this well intended under- 
king; for thee, even thee, I ſeek, and love, and 


Culty 1 have. 
My mind intirely dedicates itſelf to thee, gaſps and 


giſe, and adore, with heart, and mouth, and every 
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294 
pants after thee, and covets no other bliſs than the 
ſight of her beloved; taſtes no other pleaſure, but that 
which reſults from ſpeaking, hearing, writing, con- 

ferring, and perpetually dwelling upon the meditation 
of thee and thy glory: expecting from theſe fee 


MEDITATIONS 


thou hac 
poor, El 
covetous 


thou art 
remembrances, ſome refre{1ment and inward calm, in N acco- 
the midſt of a tempeſtuous world. To thee therefore, N condeſc 
O joy and deſire of my heart, I cry aloud, and fron Ml ;ants d 
the bottom of my heart. I call within, becauſe I know For 
thee there; for wert not thou in me, I ſhould not be vayelt © 
at all; and were not I in thee, thou wouldſt not be in I nothing 
me. But thou art in me, whenever in my memory; WM thou at 
from thence I know thee, and there I find thee, when Ml abſent 
I call to mind, and delight myſelf in recounting thy Wl ungod! 
glorious perfections, from, and by, and in whom all IW where 
things ſubſiſt. thy ob 
yet th 

HAF I. able ti 

The Excellencies of the Divine Eſſence. 8 

an 

EAVEN and earth, O Lord, are full of the ma- T 

jelty of thy glory*: thou ſuſtaineſt all things f, Ne b 

and yet feeleſt no burden, filleſt all, and art circum- Pace 
ſcribed by none T. Always in action, and yet always WM by m 
in reſt, ſecking and gathereſt, but wanteſt not; loveſt MW tal ce 
without paſſion, art jealous without pain ; repenteſt Alw: 
without remorſe, art angry without commotion „; al- the x 

tereſt thy meaſures, but not thy mind; recovereſt what : 
* Tfaiah vi. 3, + Heb. i. 3. + John v. 7: w. 7 

§ Exod. xx. 5. Jer. Xvi. 3. XV, 5. 147 
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at Wl thou hadſt never loſt, rejoicing in gain, and yet never 
n. poor, expecting thy own with uſury, and yet never 
on Wl covetous ; bountiful, and paying to them, to whom 
thou art not ;ndebied , and placing thoſe good actions 
to account, which are thy due, that by a marvellous 
condeſcenſion, thou mayeſt become thy faithful ſer- 
rants debtor . 

For who hath any thing which is not thine 4? Thou 
payeſt and oweſt not, thou remitteſt thy dues and loſeſt 
nothing. Thou art in every place, and in each intire; 
thou art to be perceived, but not with eyes of fleſn; 
abſent from none, yet far from the imaginations of the 
ungodly $ ; but ſtill not abſent even from them; for 
where thou art not by thy grace, thou art preſent by 
thy obſervation and vengeance. We follow thee, and 


yet thou removeſt not, and what we purſue we are not 
able to attain: for thou poſſeſſeſt, ſilleſt, comprchend- 


elt and ſuſtaineſt all things by thy wonderful preſence 


and power, 


: Thou teacheſt the hearts of the faithful, without 
the hejp of articulate ſounds ; art not extended with 
i ſpace, nor changed by time, nor nearer or more diſtant 
by motion]; but inhabiteſt the light, ro which no mor- 


tal can approach, which none hath feen or can ſce . 
Always at reſt in thyſelf, and yet traveiling through 
the univerſe, and each part of it, For thou art fo en- 


*Euke xv;- TC 


— 


r. 7. F Prov. xv. 3, 29. [ Ifaiah liv. 1 3. Job xXxziil. 


14, 15, 16. H 1 Tim. vi. 16. 
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296 MEDITATIONS, 
tirely one, as not to be divided; but art every where 
all in all. 


* 


. 


The inexpreſſible Perfection of the Divine Knoy. 
ledge. 


HOUGH the whole world were ſilled with vo- 

1 laumes on that ſubject, yet could they not all 
declare the excellence of thy immenſe knowledge; for 
this is above the power of pens or tongues to expreſs, 
or finite minds to comprehend, Thou art the ſource 
of divine light, tranſcendently great and good, and 
therefore exceeding all quantity and quality. With 
thee to will is to do, and to intend is to be able to per- 
form. By the almighty efficacy of this will alone, it 
was that thou madeſt all things out of nothing; and 
every thing thus made, thou poſſeſſeſt without need, 
governeſt without trouble, diſpoſeſt without reſiſtance 
or interruption. For neither in heaven above, nor in 
earth nor hell beneath, is there any thing that can di 
ſturb the peaceful order of thy adminiſtration, 

And yet thou art not the author of any evil; for 
the doing this is what thy omnipotence extends not to, 
which can do all things good and great; and therctore 
thou who canſt do every thing, canſt yet do nothing t 
be repented of. Thy goodneſs gave us being, thy ju 
ſtice puniſhes our miſdeeds, thy mercy ſpares us tron 
the puniſhments we deſerve. When we ſay that a 
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things are full of thy power and preſence, our meaning 


is not, that they contain thee, but are contained in 


thee; not that thou fillet them by parts and meaſure, 
{ that each creature ſhould receive ſuch proportions 
of thee as it is capable of, ſome more, ſome leſs; but 
thou art entire in each of them, and every one of them 
entirely in thee, For all things are within the compaſs 
and governance of thy power; and whoever hath not 


the comfortable preſence of this goodneſs and favour, 


hath the terror of thy angry juſtice ever preſent with 
him. 
CHAP. Ill. 
The Thirſt of the Soul after God. 


UT as for me, my deareſt Lord, let the former of 
theſe, I beſeech thee, be my portion; come in 


much mercy down into my foul, and take poſſeſſion and 


dwell there. A homely manſion, I confeis, for fo glo- 
rious a majeſty, but ſuch as thou art fitting up for the 


reception of thee, by holy and feryent defires of thy 


own inſpiring, Enter then, and adorn, and make it 
ſuch as thou wilt not diſdain to inhabit, ſince it is 
doubly the work of thy hands; firſt by a natural, to 
life, and ſince by a ſpiritual ard better creation, to 
richteouſneſs and true holineſs: let me wear thee up- 
on my heart as a ſignet, and let nothing ever deface 


the impreſſion, Forſake not, 1 beſeech thee, thy ſer- 


vant that calleth upon thee ; for before I called, thou 
preyentedſt my deſires; and that I call or feek thee, is 
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298 MEDITATIONS, 


from that grace which firſt of all ſought and called me: 
and why was this, but that ſo ſought I might ſeek thee 
again, and fo ſeek as to find thee, and ſo find as un- 
feigned]y to love and delight in thee? Love, I have 
fought, lo I have found my God, lo I deſire to love 
thee: O increaſe my defire, O grant that requeſt, and 
give me thy own ſelf, without which, though thou 
ſhouldeſt give me all that ever thou haſt made, yet 
could not my deſires be ſatisfied, Give then thy own 
ſelf to thy own ſervant, for thy ſervant loveth thee; 
and if he love thee yet too little, endeavour to ſupply 
that defect, by withing above all things to love thee 
every day more and more, Thou haſt my whole heart, 
I know no rival paſlion, I burn with no other deſire, 1 
delight in the remembrance of no other object. 
The power of this affection is ſo ſenſible, that white 
my mind is ſoaring up to thee, it finds itſelf in ſome 
degree releaſed from this clog of fleſh that hangs about 
it. A peaceable calm compoſes all my thoughts, the 
load of mortality and miſery grows lighter, and all the 
tumult of worldly cares and troubles are huſt'd in ſi- 
lence and profound tranquillity, 1 fee] my heart glow, 
my mind raviſhed with extaſies of pleaſure, my me- 
mory grows vigorous and ſtrong, my intellectual 
powers more clear and bright, and my whole foul in- 
flamed with eager love and earneſt longings for inviſible 
Joys. O that I had wings like an eagle, that my tower: 
ing flight might never faulter, never reſt till 1 had 
mounted up to the glories of thy heavenly habitation, 
and were filled with the pleaſures of thy beautcous pre- 
I 
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; ſence, and taſte the ſweets, and feaſt upon the rich 
8 dainties which the citizens of the heavenly Jeruſalem 
5 perpetually feed upon. Thou art our hope, our ſalva- 


tion and redemption, and exceeding great reward. Be 
thou alſo our glory and our joy. Let my ſoul ever ſeek 
thee, and let me perſiſt in ſeeking, till I have found, 
and am in full poſſeſſion of thee, Ss 


CHAP. iv. 
The Miſery of them who do not ſeek and love God, 


OR wretched is that ſoul, whoſe endeavours and 
defires are fixed on any other object, by a thirſt 
always tormenting, but never refreſhed, never ſatisfied, 
The end of living is loſt to them who love not God 
and he who deſires life for the ſake of any thing beſides, 


| is nothing, and aims at vanity and nothing, He who 

will not live to thee, he that is wiſe for any other pur- 

, MW poſe, is no better than a fool. To thee therefore, gra- f 

cious Lord, I commit, bequeath, devote myſelf, from [f 
whom alone my whole being, and life, and knowledge q 

| is derived; in thee 1s all my truſt and confidence, from J 
whom I expect my ſecond and better life. I deſire, and nf 

love, and worſhip thee, with whom I hope to dwell and 1 
reign, and be happy to all eternity. The ſoul which i 
ſeeks and loves not thee, dotes on the world, and is a | 
ſlave to ſin; always in bondage, never at eaſe, never 0 


ſecure. Let my ſoul, gracious Lord, be ever employed 
in thy ſervice, my preſent ſojourning tend ever to thee, 
5 2 


1 
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and my heart be ever inflamed with the deſire and love 
of thee alone. 

Let this be my reſt, and the contemplation of it my 
joy and comfort in the days of my pilgrimage. Let 
me be ſheitered under the ſhadow of thy wings from 
the ſtorms of anxious and worldly cares; and when the 
_ winds blow and the waves ſwell, let this be my har- 
bour and ſoft repoſe. O God, rich in goodneſs, and 
the bountiful giver of heavenly delights, ſuſtain my 
faintings, relieve my hunger, break the bonds of my 
captivity, heal my wounds, and repair my breaches, 
Behold I ſtand at the door and knock, let that tender 
mercy, which from on high hath viſited us, command 
the door to be opened, that I may go in to thee, and 
reſt in thee, and be refreſhed abundantly with thy hea- 
venly ſuſtenance. For thou art the bread and the foun- 
tain of life ; thou art the brightneſs of everlaſting light; 
thou art every thing by which thoſe pious ſpirits are 
ſupported and comforted, who love and live to 


* 


thee. 


H. 


A Prayer for grace to love God above all things. 


GOD, the light of every heart that ſees thee, 
the hfe of every ſoul that loves thee, the 
ſtrength of every mind that ſeeks thee, grant me ever 
to continue ſtedfaſt in thy holy love. Pour thyſelf into 
my heart, and let it overflow, and be ſo entirely filled 
with thy pleaſures, that there may be no room left 
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or the trifling vanities here below. I am aſham'd and 
ird of living after the way of the world; the very 
ght and hearing of tranſitory obbjects is troubleſome : 
help me, my God, againſt the inſinuations of ſuch, and 
he thou the joy of my heart: take it all to thyſelf, 


nd keep thy continual reſidence there. The houſe, 1 


confeſs, is {treight ; do thou enlarge it. Ruinous, but 
do thou repair it; full of pollutions which might be a 
ruilance to eyes ſo pure; I know, and with grief con- 
ffs it: but whoſe help ſhall 1 implore in cleanſing it, 
except thine alone? To thee therefore I cry inſtantly, 
begging that thou wilt © purge me from my ſecret 


' faults, and eſpecially keep thy ſervant from preſurnp- 


' tuous fins, that they never get the dominion over 
me. 

Enable me, ſweet Jeſus, I beſeech thee, to lay aſide 
the weight of fleſhly luſts, and exchange my worldly 
deſires and affections for thoſe of thee and heaven. Let 
my body be in conſtant ſubjection to my ſoul, my ſenſes 
to reaſon, and my reaſon to thy grace; that ſo both 
the outward and inward man may be ever obedient, 
and diſpoſed to do thy will. Fill my heart, my mouth, 
and all my bones with thy praiſe. Enlighten my un- 
derſtanding, and exalt my affections, that 1 may ſoar 
upwards to thee; and ſet me free from thoſe fetters 
which faſten me down, and are an incumbrance to me, 
that I may leave all here below, and ſerve, and fix, 
and dwell upon thee alone. 


— 
— 


— —ͤ—ͤ— - . 
— = — 
- 5 - —— 
— — — 
—— — 
- 


— 
* 


—x 


2 Conan 3 
442 Innine. IS 
— 
- 


— — 


— g . CE _—_ — « _— * 1 dn — * 
3 7 r „. S a 4 k > _— 
= ro . _—— 
: 26 7 Is oy _ - = . - 3 
* 7 7 —2 5 T : 2 — 

” „ a” ww = - 4 : — 2 — 
— . : — Aloe a. 4 — 
— — 
ST ” 
** 
* 5 


* 


2 
—- 
— — 


3 


r 


8 


2 2 
3 
3 
A 


— 


ag 
. 


* 
— —ũ—36 d; — 
8 wap 


— 
Sh = — 


Ot BER >- 2 0 


S of 
2 


* 
"Fw. — 
o 


— . CD Re 


— =_ —_— - — — * A 


—— ge 
wil. * 


— 
r 
— « 


4 * — y - — %. — - 
— — — * 
- —̃ ̃ — BNP SA4ASE. 7 2ꝛ3ñ1 
. for. 2 Ay, 4 
_ — 


_— ů 


3 OW" 4 


K 


— 
6 — 
— 


2 — 
28 Ag "OI 


— 
5 


— — 8 
— 


302 MEDITATIONS. 


| . 
The Happineſs of Souls delivered from their earthly 
| Priſons. 


1 happy ſure beyond imagination is that bleſ 
ſoul, which making its eſcape out of this earthly 
Priſon wings its way to heaven without any reſtraint: 
which ſees its deareſt Lord face to face, and no longer 
enſlav'd to the fear of death, triumphs in the enjoy: 
ments of everlaſting glory. Poſſeſſing thee the objec 
of its love and long purſuit, and ſinging hymns of ne- 
ver- ceaſing praiſe to the honour of her King and Re. 
deemer ; ſatiated with the plenteouſneſs of thy houſe, 
and drunk with the rivers of thy overflowing pleaſure, 
O happy company of heavenly citizens ! 0 glorious 
pomp of ſouls returning from their toilſome pilgrimage 
to the excellence of the beauty, and ſplendor and majeſ- 
ty of thy courts ! O the raviſhing entertainment of thoſe 
harmonious hymns, the melody of angels, and ſweet 
notes of ſongs in conſort, of which every member ofth: 
heavenly choir bears his part! No mixture of bitter 
pollutes thoſe holy joys, no malice or wickedneſs, n 
want or diſgrace; no railing or reviling, or angry di- 
putes, no fear or diſquiet, no doubt or uneainels 
or mutual diſtruſt ; nor force or diſcord ; but perfedt 
peace and love, eternal praiſe and thankſgiving, uni- 
terrupted reſt, and joy everlaſting in the Holy Ghol 
My God, how happy ſhould I be to hear that tran 
porting muſic, and thoſe divine compoſitions, which 
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| Penal.) 

pabliſh the myſteries and glories of the bleſſed Trinity; | bl 
my God, how much happier and more honour'd, if ad- 1 
mitted not only to hear, but my ſelf to join in conſort 1 
with thoſe ſons of God, who ſing to their Chrilt 4 1 
king one of the pleaſant ſongs of Sion. | # ö 
O life, truly worthy that name; becauſe everlaſting, 1 
ever bleſſed. A life of joy unpolluted with ſufferings os 18 


ſorrow, reſt without labour or diſturbance; honour 
without fear or envy j riches without ndbery or loſs; 
health without decay, plenty without lack, happineſs 
without diſaſters. Where all good things are enjoyed 
in perfect charity, Where God is ſeen face to face, 
and the mind is feaſted and fully ſatisfied with know- 
ledge, ever ſeeing, and ever deſiring to ſee more, but 


*.& 1 22 


deſiring without uneaſineſs, and ſatisfied, ſo as never to 19 70 
be cloyed. Where the Sun of righteouſneſs ſheds the 12 | 
refreſhing beams of his excellent beauty upon every 9 
bead; and the original light is ſo diffuſed, that every ? [AVE 
inhabitant of thoſe bliſsful regions ſhincs by the reflec- +. 
tion: for being conſtantly united to the Deity, they 3 
:re transformed into the likeneſs of the Divine immor- bi 

ality and perfections; thus receiving the full effect of | 

their holy Lord's promiſe, Father, I will chat they i 

* whom thou haſt given me be with me where J am, that tl 


they may behold the glory which thou haſt given me, 
* and all be one in us, as thou, Father, art in me, and 
I in thee, that they alſo may be one in us.“ 
O glorious kingdom, to the inheritance w hereof we 
are advanc'd, without the melancholy forms cf death 
* John. xvii. 21, 24. 
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and ſucceſſion, and whoſe poſſeſſion knows no charge 
or end; but one perpetual day, ſubject to no revgly. 


tion of time; and never fading laurels upon the he: 


of each triumphant ſoldier, who hath fought manfully, 
and weathered all the toil and hardſhips of this ſpirituy 
warfare! How do I long for that moſt bleſſed time, 


when this poor unworthy creature, the laſt and leaſt gf 
all my maſter's ſervants, ſhall be called upon to put cf 


this load of fin and corruption, and thus oliburdened, 
remove, and fix my habitation 1a the heavenly city, 
mingling with that harmonious hoſt above, and doin: 


homage with them in the bleſſed preſence of my glori. 


ous, Lord: releaſed not only from the ſenſe, but ever 


the ſorowful remembrances of death, and ſuffering, i; 
norance and inſirmity, diſeaſes and temptations, decay; 
and pains, falſe pleaſures and violent paſſions, which 
are our conſtant exerciſe and miſery, while we cont- 
nue our journey through this valley of tears. 


CHAP, YH; 


Of the Comforts afforded good Men under their pro 
{ent Trouble. 


UCH are the frailties, ſuch the incumbrances of : 
wretched mortal ttate z wretched indeed, if cer. 
fidered, either with regard to the weight laid upon i, 
or its own inability to ſuſtain the heavy load. But ble! 
ed, and for ever magnified be the mercy of our Got; 
who, while he aflits and diſciplines by his providence, 
does not leave us deſtitute of the powerful aſſiſtances ans 
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ſweet conſolations of his grace! I feel myſelf indeed 
oppreſſed and pierced through with many ſorrows, and 
anxious fears; my life, I know, muſt ſhortly have an 


end, the guilt of my fins ſtrikes me with horror and 
amazement. For death, I am ſenſible, conſigns me over 


to judgment, and the torments of hell are the due re- 
ward of my evil deeds; and what defence to make for 
meſelf I cannot tell, in that day when every action, 


and word, and thought ſhall undergo a ſcrutiny more 


exact and ſevere than I at preſent am able to con- 
ceive, | 

Theſe are ſuch mortifying reflections, as muſt of 
neceſſity ſink me into deſpair, did not my Lord, accord- 
ing to his wonted goodneſs interpoſe, and in the midſt 
of my lamentations and deep diſtreſs ſupport my droop- 
ing ſoul, and aſſuage my anguiſh with proſpect of mer- 
cy, when I ſhall ſtand molt in need of it. By theſe, 
exalting my hopes, and carring my troubled mind to 
the tops of the everlaſting hills, to the ſerene and 
peaceful regions of bliſs ; ſtrengthening my faith, and 
refreſhing me in the pleaſant paſtures of the rivers of 
waters: ſhewing me the plenteous proviſion made for 
the entertainment of wearied and famiſhed ſouls. This 
glorious ſight makes me forget my ſufferings, ſoftens 
and even recommends my preſent troubles, leaves me 
no longer groveling upon the duſt, but leaves earth and 
its vain object behind. So that I then look down with 
diſdain upon the tumults and dangers, the follies and 


miſeries of this world; and with a mind perfectly com- 


pos'd, can reſt myſelf upon thee, the true, the holy, 
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306 MEDITATIONS, 


the undiſturbed peace of every truly 3 250 devout 
Chriſtian. 


CHAP, VIII. 
An Act of Love and Devotion... 


Love thee, O my God, and deſire to love thee every 
day more fervently, For thou art beautiful and 
amiable above the ſons of men, and deſerveſt an affec- 
tion equal to thy own adorable and incomprehenſible 


excellencies. Equal to the marvellous inſtances of 


goouanefs, of which thy tender care for, and unſpeak- 
able condeſcenſions in working out the eternal ſalvation 
of mankind, hath given ſuch plentiful, ſuch aſtoniſhing 


proofs. O let that fire deſcend into my heart, which 


burns with. a bright and holy flame, never languſhing, 
never to be quenched, May cvery part of me feel the 
kindly heat, may it expand itſelf, and burn np every 
other paſſion: that all the droſs of vain and pollutec 
paſſions and deſires being entirely conſum'd, I may be 


turn'd all into love, and know no other object of that 
love, but thee alone, my deareſt, ſweeteſt and moſt lov: 
ly Saviour. 


By that moſt holy, that moſt precious blood, whic! 
thou wert content to ſhed upon the croſs for our fe. 
demption ; grant me, I beſeech thee, the grace ot a 
truly contrite and devout heart, at all times; but then 
eſpecially, when I approach thy majeſty in prayers and 
praiſes, and thankful commemorations of the myſterious 


methods of man's redemption, that molt ſtupendous, 
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molt conſpicuous and everlaſting monument of the di- 
vine mercy. When 1 (unworthy, I confeſs, of ſo high 
a privilege) proſtrate myſelf before thy altar, and aſſiſt 
in that heavenly ſacrifice, which thou, my undefiled 
High-prieit, hath inſtituted for a memorial and pledge 
of thy love; and for the daily repair of thoſe breaches 
which ſin and frailty make upon our ſouls, by theſe fre- 
quent and hvely repreſentations of that death aad paſh- 
on, by virtue whereof alone we are, or can be ſaved. 
While L attend upon theſe holy myſteries, let my 
mind, I moſt humbly pray thee, be ſenſibly comforted, 
and my faith comlirmed with the joys of thy bleſſed pre- 
ſence. Let me find thee nigh at hand, and be affected 
as becomes one, who juſtly values the honour and hap- 
pineſs of ſuch a union with thee. Let my ſpiritual de- 


lights be raviſhingly ſweet, my love of thee exceeding 


ſtrong and ardent, my inward hungrings after thee re- 
freſh'd. For thou art the bread of life, every day eaten, 
yet {till whole and never conſumed: Lord, grant me 
evermore this nouriſhment ; thou art the Light eternal, 
never eclipled, never extinct: O ſhine in my heart, 
warm, enlighten and ſanctify me, that I may be a cho- 
ſen veſſel for thy uſe, purged from all wicked filth, fil- 
led with all grace, and ever preſerving that fulneſs, So 
ſhall J ſpiritually feed upon thy fleſh, and feel my ſoul 
effectually ſuſtained in the ſtrength of this heavenly re- 
paſt; ſo ſhall I be nouriſhed unto life indeed, and liv- 
ing of thee, and by thee, at laſt be conducted to ee, 
and for ever reſt in thee, 

© Banquet of love, heavenly ſweet, Jet my bowels 
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308 MED TITATIONS. 
be refreſhed by thee, my inward part overflow with the 
nectar of thy love, and my ſoul burſt out with zealous 
_ expreſſions of thy praiſe continually. My God is love 
itſelf, ſweeter thon honey to my mouth, ſuſtenance and 
joy; make me to hve and grow in thee, and correct my 
vitiated palate, that I may truly reliſh thy heavenly de. 
lights, and loſe all taſte, all appetite for any other, 
Thou art the ſoul of my life, the ſtafl of my hope, the 
end and ſum of all my deſires, O do thou poſſeſs my 
whole heart, preſide over every faculty, direct my un- 
derſtanding, exalt my affections and quench the thut 
of my longivg ſoul with thoſe rivers of pleaſures which 
flow at thy right hand for evermore, Let every ſleſh. 
ly and turbulent defire be awed into ſilence, and all 
imapinations of things in heaven, and air, and carth, 
flee frombefore thee, Let dreams and fancied revelation: 
let every word, and ſign, and thought give way; and 
even the foul iifell land mute, po out of itſelf, and 
be employed in the contemplation of thee alone; (vr 
thou art my hope and my only truſt : and, thouph the 
vileneſs of my own condition, and eſpecially the inf 
nite faults and frailties of my life, might reaſonably 
ſhut me out from any hope, that ſo great and holy ; 
God ſhould admit ſo polluted a wretch into commune 
with him; yet in regard the word of God hath condc- 
ſcended to dwell in my fleſh, and united his divine t© 
our humane nature, I can with confidence look up 10 


that powerful Interceſſor at thy right hand, and wil 
not doubt but 1 ſhall one day be exalted to the {ame 
bleſſed place, where my fleſh and blood does in my 
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Jeſus already fit triumphant, To whom be praiſe and 
glory, honour and adoration, and thankſgiving for 
ever. Amen, 


C ( 
The Pleaſure of meditating upon God. 


| OW {weet, O gracious Lord, who in wonderful 
| kindneſs haft fo loved and ſaved, enlivencd, 
and ſancliſied, and exalted us, how inexprefſibly ſweer 


are the thoughts and the remembrance of thee ! The 


more 1 «lwell on thele reflections, the more 1 feel my 


ſoul exhilarated and tranſported with them. The ex- 
cellencies of thy nature, and merciful diſpenſations of 
thy providence, I contemplate with the moſt abſtracted 
ſimplicity of thought, that my preſent ſtate is capable 
of; and feel the delights reſulting from them ſwell to 
a pitch, as high as this diſtance of a ſojourner in a 
ſtrange land admits, More I covet earneſtly, and daily 
aſpire after, and can but covet and aſpire after, during 


my conſinement to a body of fleſh and frailty. Iam. 


wounded with the darts of thy love, and burn with 
caper deſire of ſeeing and being infſeparably united ro 
him whom my foul longeth to enjoy, I will therefore 
ſtand upon my puard, and take pood heed to my 
Ways; / will fing with the ſpirit, and 1 will ing with 
the underflanding, and exert my utmoſt activity in ſet- 
ting forth the praiſes of him, who hath made me his 
own by a double title; firſt by creating, and then by 
renewing and reſtoring my nature, My ſoul ſhall mount 
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above the higheſt heavens, and in deſire dwell with thee 
continually; that however my bodily preſence detain me 
here below, yet in my inclinations and afſections 1 may 
reſide above, and ſo my heart be, where thou, its bel} 
and moſt deſirable treaſure, art. | 

But pity, I beſeech thee, gracious Lord, the impo— 
tence and infirmities of thy ſervant, who, the more he 
contemplates thine infinite majeſty and goodneſs, the 
more conſcious he is of his diſability to raiſe up to the 
dignity of that ſubject. My heart is too narrow, and thy 
unbounded excellencies, thy beauty, and power, and 
glory, and love exceed the largeſt comprehenſions of 
any human mind. As the brightneſs of thy majeſty is 
unconceivable, ſo are the bowels of that everlaſting 
mercy, by which thou adopteſt them for thy own 
children, and receivedſt them to be one with thyſelf, 
whom thou at firſt created(t out of nothing. 

Conſider, O my ſoul, the greatneſs of this love, and 
the noble privileges accruing to thee from it: © for if 
thou haſt juſt notions of theſe things, thou wilt be per- 
fectly convinced, that if the enduring daily pains and 
ſickneſs, nay, if the torments of hell itſelf for a ſeaſon, 


were made the condition of beholding Chriſt in his 


glory, and being received into the number and ſocie— 
ty of the bleſſed above; no ſufferings could be ſo ex- 
quilite, that they ought not to be gladly entertained, 
none which would not find themſelves abundantly re- 


compenced, by obtaining a portion in that tranſcendent 


felicity. What tho' the devils then lay wait for us, 
and draw us into ſharp trials of our virtue; what tho' 
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this body be macerated with faſting, fretted with ſack- 
cloth, fatigued with toil, and dried up with want of 
leep; What tho' my enemy deride, or rail againſt, or 


create me miſchief and diſquiet; tho” cold, or want, 


or pain, or ſickneſs, wear out a tedious life in ſighs and 
inceſſant complaints; let my ſtrength be ſpent in hea- 
vineſs, and my years in mourning; let me roar for the 
very anguiſh of my heart, and my body have no ſound- 
neſs or whole part in it, provided I may find reſt in the 
day of tribulation, and rejoice at © laſt in the felicity of 
thy choſen, and give thanks with thine inheritance. *? 

For how can we eſteem that glory according to its 
worth, or what can be a purchaſe equivalent to that 
happineſs, in which the face of every righteous man 
hall ſhine as the ſun in its ſtrength? When the Lord 
fall reckon up his people, and diſtribute them into 
their reſpective ranks, and the degrees of bliſs differing 
ſrom each other, in proportion to the pood they have 
lone in their reſpective bodies, When he ſhall put 
be faithful in poſſeſſion of thole promiſes they ſo long 
lepended upon; and in exchange for earthly, give 
hem heavenly, for temporal and tranſttory, eternal 
ad never fading goods; and make them who have 
equitted themſelves well in a very little, rulers over 
buch +, Nothing ſure can be added to the happineſs 
df that day, when the Lord ſhall introduce his holy 
nes into his Father's preſence, and to make them fit 
Down with himſelk in heavenly places, that God may 
e all in all. 
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O bliſs inexpreſſible, to ſee the ſaints, to be with 
them, to be one of them; to ſee God as he is, and 
to poſſeſs him for ever and ever! O let this bliſs be 
often in our thoughts, always uppermoſt, nay, only in 


—_— 


our deſires: for it deſeryes the whole of us, and this : 
is the method of inſuring it to ourſelves, For, if the a 
greatneſs of the prize put you, as well it may, upon en- 4 
quiring how you can ever hope to compaſs it, which i 
way you can deſerve it, or what aſſiſtances are neceſſary 1 © 
for this purpoſe, the anſwer is ſhort and ready. For | * 
God hath ſo ordained that it is in every man's power T 
to be happy, the kingdom of heaven ſuffers violence ; r 
to deſire, and reſolve, and endeavour, and ſtrive, is to . 
be qualified, and no man ever failed in his attempt, t 
who was willing to take it by force, " 
This kingdom is indeed an invaluable treaſure, but 6 

ec 


yet every man is capable of being a purchaſer, be. 

cauſe the only price God expects for it is a man's e 7* 

Give but yourſelf, and this will be looked upon as Hu 
_ conſideration ſufficient. And therefore never be dif- 


couraged at the diſproportion betwixt what you car Pi. 
pay, and what you can hope to receive: for the pur: * 
WI 


chaſe is paid by another hand to the utmoſt farthing. 


This was done when Chriſt gave himſelf ; and i: 5 
gave himſelf, that he might ranſom you, and mi wo 
wl 


your heart a kingdom for his Father to reign in 9. De 
liver therefore yourſelf into his poſſeſſion, that fin mi | 
no longer reign in your body unto death, but that C 


IX” 
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may dwell and reign in you by his ſpirit, for the attain- 
ment of everlaſting life, 
How eager then, my ſoul, ſhould we 1 to return to 
that heavenly city, where our home and our privileges 
are, where we are free denizens, and have our names 
enroll'd in the book of God? Since therefore we are 
fellow-citizens with the ſaints, heirs of God, and joint- 
heirs with Chriſt “, let us very diligently repreſent to 
ourſelves the glorious advantages of theſe charaQers, 
and the bliſs of our native place, in the beſt light our 
preſent thoughts can ſet them. Let us cry out with 
the prophet of old, How excellent things are ſpoken 
of thee, thou city of Cd, All thy inhabitants are like 
them that fing, Beautiful art thou for fituation, and 
the joy of the whole earth t. Into thy gates enter nei- 
ther old age, nor decay, nor miſery; no lame or maim- 
ed, no deformity or defect, but al! grow up into a 
perſedt man, unto the meaſure of OR of the 


Fulneſs of Chriſt |, 


What can be wanting, what be added, to the hap- 


| pineſs of that life, which is never threatned with pover- 


ty or ſickneſs, never moleſted with wrongs or violence, 
with anger or envy, or exorbitant deſire: where all 
D 4 
the preſent neceſſities of nature ceaſe; and the reſtleſs 
ambition of honour and power and riches find no place : 
where we are no longer in fear of any devil, or in dan- 
ger of his temptations, or in ſo much as a poſſibility 
of his torments: where neither body nor foul can die, 


* Rom. viii. 179, f Pſal. Ixxxvil. 3: 
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but both are endued with a life everlaſting, ever de- 


lightful : no caſualties, no malice, no quarrels or fac- 
tions, but univerſal agreement, profound peace, and 


perfect love : where the day never declines, but a light 


as perpetual as it is glorious? For that city bath 
no need of the ſun, neither of the moon to ſhine in 
wit, but the glory of God doth lighten it, and the 
Lamb is the light thereof F,” Nay, the ſaints too 
*-ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, and 
* they that turn many to righteouſneſs, as the ſtars for 
"ever. | - | 
Hence there is no night; nor darkneſs, nor clouds; 


no extremities of heat and cold, but ſuch a happy 


temper in all reſpects, as no eye hath ſeen, or ear 
* heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of any 
man to conceive ;“ except thoſe happy ſouls, whom 
their own experience ſhall inſtruct, and whoſe names 
are written in the book of life. To all which we may 
add the honour and happineſs of affociating with pa- 
triarchs and prophets, of converſing with apoſtles, and 
martyrs, and ſaints, and all thoſe dear relations and 
friends, who went thither before us. Theſe are very 
glorious advantages, but that which far excels them 


all, is, that we ſhall ſee the face of God, and ever ad - 


mire and gaze upon, and rejoice m his excellent glo- 
ry, O happineſs ineſtimable, when we fhall ſee God 
as he is in himſelf ; when we ſhall fee him, and enjoy 
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kim ourſelves, and when this ſight and fruition ſhall 
never have any interruption, any end. 


e H A F. X. 
Of loving God, and the Advantages of doing ſo. 


HE ſoul, which is ſtamped with the image of 
God, and 1s glorious in proportion to her con- 
formity with his holineſs, hath from her Maker an in- 


nate principle which reminds her of her duty, and en- 


ables her either to perſevere ſtedfaſt with God, or 
quickly to return to him, if at any time, through the 
violence of her paſſions, or any other imperfections ſhe 
be drawn aſide. Nor hath ſhe only hopes of preſerving 
a ſpiritual life, by the reviving proſpe& of mercy and 
pardon, but is allowed to aim at higher matters, and 
aſpire to enter into ſtrict bonds of inviolable amity with 
God, and to be yoked in love with the King of an- 
gels. 

Of ſuch mighty efficacy is love, if it bring our will 
to a reſemblance of God, and aſſimilate us to that ob- 
ject by inclination, which we already reſemble by na- 
ture; all which is done, when we love as we are be- 
loved. For love is the only motion and affection of the 


ſoul, which can qualify a creature to anſwer the ends 


of its Creator, and to make, though not a full, yet an 
acceptable and thankful compenſation for all his good- 
neſs to it. Where love takes place, it preſently gets 
dominion, and brings over all the reſt of the affections 
in ſubjection to itſelf, Love is of itſelf ſufficient, and 
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pleaſes for its own ſake, This is reputed deſert; this 
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is both the duty and the reward; the cauſe and the 
effect of doing well: by this we are reconciled, and 
intimately united to God, | 

Love makes two minds become one: it inſpires the 
ſame inclinations and the ſame averſions : it is the ſtan- 
dard and rule, by which we frame our actions and dil- 
politions: it conſiders things preſent as though they 
were not; and looks upon heavenly and ſpiritual 
things with a pure unprejudiced view. It firſt prevails 
with men to behave themſelves decently in matters of 
this world, and then raiſes their thoughts above this 
world, ſo as to deſpiſe all below, and at laſt to fix 
their view upon thoſe of another, and dwell with de- 
light upon the myſterious excellencies of God himſelf, 
It lets us into thoſe beauties of the divine nature, which 
are otherwiſe too high and dark for us to behold, and 
helps us to imitate what it helps to ſee and to ad- 
mire! 

God the Father is love, God the ſon is love, God 
the Holy Ghoſt is the Father's and the Son's love. This 
love requires the production of ſomewhat like it in 
ourſelves ; ſuch a mutual affection, I mean, as may unite 
us to, and render us nearly related to itſelf, Love is 
an enemy to diſtance and formal reſpect; it gives us 
confidence in approaching to God, aſpires after a friend- 
ly and familiar converſation with him, and emboldens 
us to ſpeak to him without fear or doubting. He lives 
o no purpoſe who lives without this grace, But he 


that keeps his eye always fixed upon God, as the ſu- 
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eme, the ſole object of his thoughts and deſires, he 
ditates upon him, delights in him, is fed and nouriſh- 
by him. | | 

A man thus devoted to him, ſings his praiſes, pours 
it his prayers, reads his word, performs every part 
his duty, and demeans himſelf in every action of his 
| e with ſuch care and circumſpeRion, as if his bodily 
des ſaw God preſent (as in truth he is preſent) with 
im, in every thing he ſays or does. His prayers are 
3 fervent, and his mind in them ſo exalted. as if it 
here no longer in the body, but tranſlated and wrapt 
dp into that glorious place, where thouſand thouſands 
F angels proſtrate themſelves before the throne of 
he Majeſty on high, and fen thouſand times ten thou- 
nd miniſter unto him *, The ſoul which is viſited 
y love, is effectually awakened out of its ſleep; it is 
oftened and inſtructed, and ſmitten with its force. 
This turns darkneſs into light, opens that which was 
ut, warms and fires that which was frozen, ſmooths 
the rough and angry, and impatient, chaſes away vici- 
us, and ſubdues carnal affections, corrects the temper, 
ind renews the ſpirit of the inner man. It is an ef- 
ſectual check to the follies and levities of youth, and a 
| rong guard againſt ſpiritual danger and temptations. 
o ſenſible, ſo ſtrong is the power of love, when che- 
riſned and preſent with us; but when this cools or 
quite goes out, our good diſpoſitions languiſn and die, 
nd can no more be preſerved than fire without fewel, 
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or the boiling of a pot, when the heat is taken from u 
der it. 


val tert 


Great are the advantages of this virtue, which pint 4 = 
the ſoul immediate acceſs with confidence to God, ; hack 
ſtands in no need of any introducer, which preſen Mes G 
a cloſe union with him, and conſults him freely upfiff gher 
any emergency that requires his counſel and help. | The 
ſoul thus affected hath God continually in its though. wiſh 


and diſcourſe, and deſpiſes, diſdains every thing hy 
ſides. All its reflections, all its converſation reliſh 
this love, ſo entirely is the man in the poſſeſſion of i 
The way to know God truly is to love him. It is 
very little purpoſe that we read, or meditate, that 
hear, or preach, or pray, if this be not at the botto 
of our religious exerciſes. For by loving God we co 
to love our own ſouls, and to be ſolicitous for the 
ſafety and true happineſs, The end of God's lovingy 
is that we may love him in return; and the requirin 
this at our hands, is a freſh inſtance of his favour, bg 
cauſe he knows that they who love him are ſure to 
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happy upon that very account. ry oth 
The ſoul that loves, renounces all its own appetiteſW,c.q b 
and attends to this only, that ſo it may anſwer the « s, ane 


of being loved by loving again. And tho' in our paymeſhuld ad 
of this tribute we be never ſo profuſe, yet what, alatinua; 
is this in compariſon of that inexhauſted ſource of lon. G 
ever runniug over, ever flowing in upon us? For Mat acq 
greatly miſtake, if we have the vanity to imagine, tl 
what we pay, and what we receive, the ſoul and Gd 
the creature and the Creator, can ever meet upon 
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val terms. But if a man love with his whole heart, 
ough this be nothing as to any intrinſic value of its 
wa, yet it is eſteemed not to be defective, becauſe he 
capable of no more. Let not the ſoul then that thus 
yes God be difcouraged ; the only juſt cauſe of fear 
when we do not love him as we may and ought, 
The ſoul that loves after this manner, is eager in 
r wiſhes, fixed in her deſires, lays no ſtreſs upon her 
ſt actions, but thinks all ſhe can do too little; is not 
crified by the majeſty of God, but raviſhed with de- 
oht in the contemplation of his mercy, takes ſanctu- 
y in his goodneſs, and converſes with him frequently 
d freely. This does as it were, carry the man out of 
imſelf, and make him act ſeparately from his bodily ſen- 
, that he ſeems to have no longer any regard to him- 
f, but is entirely ſwallowed up in God. Nor are 
eſe airy and romantic notions, but ſuch as every one's 
yn experience will confirm to him. when tranſported 
th the unſpeakable ſweetneſs of heavenly meditati- 
is. He does then as it were make an eſcape from e- 
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ry other object, that he may be diverted and inter- 


etiteWoted by no other thoughts, but enjoy perfect happi- 
he eniFÞ{s, and give himſelf up entirely to God. Nothing 
mold add to this raviſhing ſatisfaction, were but the 


t, aaWntinuance equal to the intenſeneſs of it. For the love 
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God contracts an intimate acquaintance with him, 
at acquaintance begets an aſſurance, that aſſurance 
eates a ſenſible delight, and that delight breeds a de- 
e of more and greater intimacies. A ſoul thus en- 
med is full of longings and thirſtings, and often cries 
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out with the Pſalmiſt, © Like as the hart panteth af 
the water-brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul after thee, 
* Goa '*.” | 

Love brought down God to men; this induced h. 
to dwell among men; this moved him to be hin 
made man: he in his nature is inviſible ; but this 50 
dred him not only viſible, but, in wonderful condefc; 
fon, like to his own ſervants: it was love that wound 


him for our tranſgreſſions : incomprehenſible, unex:n 
pled love, that made his ſou] heavy to the death, 
poured out his heart's blood upon the croſs. Ly, 
that provided a ſure retreat for miſerable ſinners, |: 
opening that paſſage to their Saviour's heart: for t 
ther now I can betake myſelf, and what I want of m: 
rit of myſelf, ſupply out of the bowels of my pier 
Redeemer. There 1s a perpetual ſpring of mercy, an 
through the orifice in his body I can approach the, 
ceſſes of his ſoul, Theſe wounds unlock the mv!!: 
of godlineſs, and ſhew me that tender compaſſion 
my Lord, whereby the day ſpring from on high vi 
© ted loſt wretches, when they ſate in darkneſs, and 
the ſhadow of death f. 

The wounds of Chriſt are full of pity, full of ri 
tue, full of ſweetneſs and kindneſs inexpreſſible. Ti 
pierced his hands and his feet, and thruſt through 
fide with a ſpear. By theſe paſſages I can taſte ans! 
how gracious my Lord hath been; for he is ind: 
gentle, and long ſuffering, and of great pity to i 
them that call upon him faithfully, to all that 40 

* Pal. Xlii. 1. + Luke 1. 78. 
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him diligently, to all that love him, who hath ſo won- 
derfully firſt loved them. In the wounds of our bleſſed 
Saviour we have plenteous redemption, and there we 
may find abundant goodneſs, raviſhing delight, fulneſs 
of grace, and perfection of virtue, 
| C1 AF. -At 
The good Effects of meditating on Chriſt's Death and 
Sufferings. 
XxX] HEN any ſinful imagination ſollicites me, I 
” ſtrait take ſanctuary in my Saviour's wounds, 
When the fleſh weighs down my ſoul, the remem- 


brance of his ſufferings breaks all my fetters, and ſets. 


me free by heavenly thoughts again. Whea the devil 
lays his ſnares to entrap and deſtroy me, I flee for 
help to the tender mercies of my dying Lord, and the 


enemy ſoon feels himſelf diſappointed, and draws off. 


If luſt be kindled in my breaſt, and ſtir my body to 
rebellion, I reflect on the agonies of the ſon of God 
for my ſake, and preſently thoſe impure fires are 
quenched, In any fort of ſuffering or diſtreſs 1 find 
no comfort, no relief comparable to the conſideration 
of my afflicted Saviour ? In his wounds I can lay me 
down and fleep ſecurely; theſe are my defence, and 
the ſupport of my ſoul in any temptation that aſſaults 
me, in any affliction that befalls me. 


Chriſt died for us; ſurely then the bitterneſs of | 
death is paſt, and nothing can be fo grievous to hu- 


man nature, that it may not be molliſied by this con- 
ſideration, In that death of his is all my hope and 
8 3 
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truſt, I plead no other merit, I aſl: no other refuge, 
this is my health, my life, nay, my ſecond and better 
life, my reſurrection from the dead. His mercies are 
great, unmeaſurably great, and how worthleſs ſoever 1 
may be in myſelf, yet while 1 am looked upon as 
| having a ſhare in theſe, I cannot be rejected or deſpiſed, 
For his mercies prove him willing to fave, and there- 
fore his power is no longer a terror, but my belt ſecu- 
ty." - | | | 
I am indeed a very grievous ſinner, and my conſci- 
ence upbraids me with numberleſs and heinous tranſ- 


greſſions againſt God and his molt righteous laws; but 


notwithſtanding theſe reproaches of my own breaſt, 
make me ſometimes uneaſy, and afraid, yet do I not 
deſpair : becauſe where ſin hath abounded, there Grace 
hath much more abounded t. Nay, I muſt not, I dare 
not deſpair ; for this were to bind one fault upon an- 


other, and to aggravate all the wickedneſs I had ever 


been guilty of before. For he that deſpairs of forgive- 
neſs for his offences, does in effect declare, that God 
is not merciful z and by diltruſting, robs him of his 
beloved attribute, which is the higheſt outrage and in- 
Juſtice that any man can poſſibly commit againſt God, 


He does, as much as in him lies, bear teſtimony in 


_ contradiction to that love, and truth, and power, which 
are the only foundation, on which all hopes are built. 
For how could 1 hope had not his love adopted me, 
had not his truth promiſed, had not his power redeem- 

ed me? Let then my fooliſh miſgivings murmur with- 
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in me never ſo importunately, let them aſk me never 
ſo inſultingly, what can I pretend to, or how dare I 
preſume to ſuppoſe, that any deſerts of mine ſhould 
procure me ſo excellent, fo very diſproportionate a re- 
ward; ſtill my hope ſtands firm, and I ſhall reply with 
aſſurance, as St. Paul had left me a pattern, I Au 
whom ] have belizved *, and am perſuaded, that he 
who made me his own ſon by adoption, loves me ex- 


ceedingly ; that he who is true, will be as good as his 


word, and that he who 1s almighty can lie under no 


temptation, not to make it good; he can perform his 


promiſe to the uttermoſt, and the very promiſing ſhews 
him as willing as he is able to do it. 

My fins are not only great, but many; but neither 
their quality nor their number terriſies me, when the 
death of my Saviour comes into my mind; becauſe I 
know they cannot in either reſpect outweigh his ſuffer- 
ings upon my account, The nails and ſpear proclaim 
my deliverance, and atteſt my reconciliation with 
Chriſt, provided 1 ſincerely love him, The ſoldier 
opened me an entrance into his fide, and into the clefts 
of thoſe wounds I can retreat with ſafety, If any 
man be afraid of his condition, let him learn to love; 
for this love will be ſure to caſt out all anxious and de- 
ſponding fear. Our Redeemer ftretch'd out his arms 
upon the croſs, by that poſture to ſignify his readineſs 
to receive ſinners into his embraces, when they flee to 
him for ſuccour. In thoſe dear arms I delight to live, 
and in them I deſire to die. There can I with a hight 
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and joyful heart ſing with the prophet, © I will magnify 


© thee, O Lord, for thou haſt ſet me up, and not made 


my foes to triumph over me$.” Our kind Saviour 


| bowed his head when he gave vp the ghoſt, and in fo 


doing ſtooped down to meet and to kiſs his beloved 


ones. And every one of us may be properly ſaid to 


kiſs our Lord, every time we feel our hearts ſenſibly 
wounded, and devoutly affected with his love. 

And ſhall not this be the conſtant effect of our medi- 
tations upon it? Yes ſure, my ſoul, ſince thou art ho- 
noured by the impreſs and character of thy great Maker, 


ſince thou art ranſomed with the moſt precious blood of 
thy Redeemer, ſince thou art betrothed to this divine 


ſpouſe by faith, endowed with his ſpirit, adorned with 
his graces, and advanced to the dignity of angels in 
his gracious deſigns for thy everlaſting felicity ; do thy 
diligence to love him, who hath ſo wonderfully loved 
thee: ſet thy heart upon him, who ſets his upon thee 
ſeek him who hath ſo ſollicitouſly fought thee ; whoſe 
goodneſs hath prevented thee, and is the cauſe of thine, 


Ie is the merit, he the reward, he the fruit and end of 


thy love. Conform thyſelf therefore in all things to 
him, let his care excite thine, his leiſure entertain 
thine, be clean with the clean, and holy with the ho- 
ly, Such as thou preſenteſt thyſelf before God, ſuch 
apprehenſions it is plain thou entertaineſt concerning 
him. If thou believeſt him full of meekneſs and good- 
neſs and mercy, thou canſt not but conclude, that he 
Expects all his children ſhould be gentle and kind, com- 
4h § Pal, xxx,1, _ 
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paſſionate and humble. Strive to be like him then, and 
let this likeneſs prove, (for nothing elſe can prove it) 
that thou doſt truly love him, whoſe compathon brought 
thee out of the mire and clay, and drew thee back 
from the bottomleis pit of deſtruction, 

Chooſe him for thy friend, and prefer him before 
all other friends, who when all other confidences for- 
ſook and betrayed thee, was the only one that ſtuck 
cloſe to thee in thy extremity. In the day of thy death, 


when no friend elſe will or can do thee ſervice, he will 


not deſert thee: then will this kind Saviour be ſure to 
ſtand by thee, and ſave thee from the reproof of him 
that would eat thee up; deliver thy ſoul from thoſe 
roaring lions that wait ready to tear it in pieces, and 
carry it up on high thro' unknown ways; bring thee 
to the heavenly Jeruſalem, and place thee amongſt an- 
gels in his own preſence, where thou ſhalt hear that 
heavenly ſong, Holy, holy, holy, &c. There is the 
voice of joy and health, of thankſgiving and praiſe, 
and never ceaſing hallelujahs: there is the perfection 
of happineſs, and glory, and gladneſs, and every thing 
defirable and good. | 
Pant eagerly, my ſoul, and let all thy deſires looſe 
after this bleſſed place; that thou mayeſt come into 
that city above, of which ſuch glorious things are 
ſpoken. And love will carry thee thither, how ſteep 
ſoever the »ſent may ſeem. For this ſurmounts all 
difficulties, and leaves nothing impoſlible to the perſon 
ated by it. This takes frequent flights thither even 
- Waile upon earth, and walks with great freedom thro” 
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the ſtreets of Jeruſalem above; it viſits the patriarchs and 
prophets, and apoſtles, beholds with wonder the regular 


armies of martyrs and confeſſors, and the beauty of 


chaſte and holy virgins. In ſhort, both heaven and 
earth, and every thing in each, are ever inculcating 
this duty; that I ought to love the Lord my God 
* with all my heart, with all my mind, with all my 
* foul, and with all my ſtrength. * | 

But, were not this neceſſary in point of duty, yet it 
is abſolutely ſo in point of intereſt and prudence. For 
when the heart of man is not ſixed upon this objed it is 
never fixed any where; but roves about perpetually 
from one thing to another, ſceking reſt where it is ne- 
ver to be found. Now the reaſon why it can never mect 
with ſatisfaction in any of theſe frail and tranſitory mat- 
ters, which captivate its affections, is becauſe the foul 
is above them all, and of a condition ſo excellent, that 
no good but the Supreme Good can anſwer its defires, 
or prove its adequate happineſs, For God hath enducd 
it with ſuch a principle of liberty, that it cannot be 
compelled to the commiſſion of any ſin. And therefore 


every man's ſalvation or damnation turns at Jaſt upon 


his own choice, Hence no man can bring a richer pre- 
ſent to God, than an honeſt and good heart. This 
brings God down to us, and carries us up to him. By 
this we love God, and chooſe God, and arrive at him, 
and attain to the enjoyment of him. 

This is the thing, that by the aſſiſtance of divine 
grace; renews us, and reſtores our primitive likenels i0 

Mat. xX1l. 3). ; 
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God: this is of ſo great account with him, that his 
Spirit will not dwell with them that have it not. This 


engages him to be with us, and reign in us, and makes | 


the ſoul a receptacle for the majeſty of the whole Tri- 
nity. The wiſdom of God enlightens it to the know- 
ledge of the truth. The love of God enflames it with 
a deſire of his goodneſs; and the fatherly affection of 
God preſerves his own creature, that the holy motions 


he inſpires, and the perſon inſpired by them, ſhould 


not periſh, 


d R A r. Xn: 
Of the Knowledge of the Truth. 


I UT what 1s it to know the truth, and by what 
ſteps we do come to it? The ſirſt is, for a man 

to be throughly acquainted with himfelf, to make it his 
bul:neſs to be what he oupht to be, and to correct and 
reform whatever he finds amiſs in himſelf, The next 
is to know and to love the God that made him: for this 
is the a, the duty and the happineſs of 12a7. Now, 
in order hercunto, we ſhall do well to obſerve, how 


excecding good God hath been to us, and what oblipa- 


tons we have to love him in return. He made us out of 


nothing, when we had no being; and all we have receiv- 
d ever ſince we came into being is his gift. But be— 
aule we are degenerated in our aſſections, and loved 
the gift more than the Giver, the creature more than 
the Creator, we fell into the ſnare of the tempter, and be- 
tame the ſervants of fin and the devil. When we were 
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reduced to this miſerable condition, God look'd upon 


us with an eye of pity, and ſent his Son to break our 
chains, and releaſe us from our ſlavery. He ſent his holy 


Spirit too, the Spirit of adoption, and exalted his ſer. 
vants to the dignity of ſons, He gave his Son to be our 
ranſom, and his holy Spirit to be the pledge of his love, 


and he reſerves the whole of himſelf for our future re- 


ward and inheritance. 

Thus God in infinite compaſſion and kindneſs, for 
the exceeding tenderneſs he bore to mankind, hath not 
only been liberal in his bleſſings, but hath even laid 
out himſelf for our advantage; that he might reſtore 
Joſt man, not ſo much to God, who could not ſuffer 
by that Toſs, as to his own ſelf, who mult have been 
otherwiſe irreparably undone by it. That men might 


de born of God, God condeſcended to be born of man, 


And what heart is ſo inſenſible, ſo hard and flinty, as 
not to be ſoftened with ſuch aſtoniſhing advances 
love; a love which began entirely on God's part, and 
was ſo ſtrangely great, that he vouchſafed to becom 


man, purely for the ſake and benefit of man? Who 


can hate any other man, whoſe nature and likeneſs he 
ſees in the Son of God made man? Certain it is, tha 
he who hates his brother, does by neceſſary conſequence 
hate God; and he who hates God, will find that al 


Now God was made man for our ſakes, that he who 
had been our Creator might be our Redeemer alſo, ani 


that the human nature might contribute to its own 17 


demption. Again, God appeared in the likeneſs of mat 
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that by his condeſcenſion man might be better acquaint- 
ed with God, and love him with a more free and ten- 


der affection, whom he ſaw ſtoop down to the ſame 


level, and a ſort of equality with himſelf, Thus all 
the faculties of our ſouls are made happy in the con- 


_ templation of him: thoſe of the rational, in his divine 


perfections, and thoſe of the ſenſitive, in his human 
body. So admirably contrived is this myſtery of God- 
lineſs to engage our affections, that man in every capa- 
city might meet with objects ſuitable to him; and, 
whether he go in or out, might find paſture in his God 
and Saviour. 

Such are the benefits of the Son of God in our fleſh, 
all which are more compleat by the miſſion of the Holy 
Spirit. The Son was born, and cruciſied, and died for 
us, that by that death of his he might deſtroy the death 
which before had dominion over us. Now, when the 


grape of fleſh was ſqueez'd in the wine-preſs of the 


croſs, the ſpirit of grace was ſent to cleanſe our hearts 
that we might be veſlels prepared, and meet for our 
Maſter's uſe, and new wine might be put into new bot- 
tler. This was neceſſary, firſt, that our hearts being 
purged, the liquor put into them might not be tainted ; 
and then, that being ſealed up, what they contained 
might not be loſt. They are cleanſed, when they ceaſe 
to rejoice in, and have no longer any reliſh for ſin, and 
they are ſealed up, when fortiſed againſt temptations, 
and the ſeducements of vain and worldly delights. For 
that which is good could not be received by them, till 
that which was evil was firſt taken away. The love ot 
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reduced to this miſerable condition, God look'd upon 
us with an eye of pity, and ſent his Son to break or 
chains, and releaſe us from our ſlavery. He ſent his holy 
Spirit too, the Spirit of adoption, and exalted his ſer. 
vants to the dignity of ſons, He gave his Son to be our 
ranſom, and his holy Spirit to be the pledge of his love, 
and he reſerves the whole of himlelf for our future re- 


ward and inheritance. 


Thus God in infinite compaſſion and kindneſs. for 
the exceeding tenderneſs he bore to mankind, hath not 
only been liberal in his bleſſings, but hath even laid 
out himſelf for our advantage; that he might reſtore 


Joſt man, not ſo much to God, who could not ſuffer Þ 


by that loſs, as to his own ſelf, who mult have been 
otherwiſe irreparably undone by it, That men might 


be born of God, God condeſcended to be born of man, 


And what heart is ſo inſenſible, ſo hard and flinty, 2 
not to be ſoftened with ſuch aſtoniſhing advances of 


love; a love which began entirely on God's part, and 


was ſo ſtrangely great, that he vouchſafed to become 
man, purely for the ſake and benefit of man? Who 
can hate any other man, whoſe nature and likeneſs he 
ſees in the Son of God made man? Certain it is, that 
he who hates his brother, does by neceſſary conſequence 
hate God; and he who hates God, will find that al 


Now God was made man for our ſakes, that he wh 


that the human nature might contribute to its own 7: 
demption. Again, God appeared in the likeneſs of mad 
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that by his condeſcenſion man might be better acquaint- 
ed with God, and love him with a more free and ten- 


der affection, whom he ſaw ſtoop down to the ſame 


level, and a fort of equality with himſelf, Thus all 


the faculties of our ſouls are made happy in the con- 


templation of him: thoſe of the rational, in his divine 
perfections, and thoſe of the ſenſitive, in his human 
body. So admirably contrived is this myſtery of God- 
lineſs to engage our affections, that man in every capa- 
city might meet with objects ſuitable to him; and, 
whether he go in or out, might ſind paſture in his God 
and Saviour. | 

Such are the benefits of the Son of God in our fleſh, 
all which are more compleat by the miſſion of the Holy 
Spirit. The Son was born, and crucified, and died for 


us, that by that death of his he might deſtroy the death 
which before had dominion over us. Now, when the 
grape of fleſh was ſqueez'd in the wine-preſs of the 
croſs, the ſpirit of grace was ſent to cleanſe our hearts 


that we might be veſſels prepared, and meet for our 
Maſter's uſe, and new wine might be put into new bot- 
tles. This was neceſſary, firſt, that our hearts being 
purged, the liquor put into them might not be tainted ; 
and then, that being ſealed up, what they contained 
might not be Joſt. They are cleanſed, when they ceaſe 
to rejoice in, and have no longer any reliſh for fin, and 
they are ſealed up, when fortifed againſt temptations, 


and the ſeducements of vain and worldly delights. For 


that which is good could not be received by them, till 
that which was evil was firſt taken away. The love of 
3 
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fin pollutes, the love of vanity ſpills the wine; the for- 
mer fouls the veſſel, the latter makes it leaky, 
The love of fin makes us delight in that which 13 
evil: the love of vanity engages our affections to things 
unprofitable and of no continuance. Put away there- 
fore the evil, that you may make room for the good: 


pour out the bitter and the vapid, that you may be filled 


with the generous and delicious. The Holy Ghoſt is 
joy and love: caſt out the ſpirit of the devil and of this 
world, and you ſhall receive the ſpirit of God. Ihe 
ſpirit of the devil diſpoſes us to love fin, the ſpirit of 
| this world to delight in empty and imaginary joys. 
Theſe are both evil; for the former is directly vicious, 
and the other hath a tendency to vice. But when theſe 
ſpirits are diſpoſſeſſed, the ſpirit of God will ſucceed into 
their place. He will enter into the tabernacle of thy 


heart, and produce holy joy and holy love. The love 


of the world allures, and deceives, and betrays ; the 
love of fin defiles and deſtroys, and therefore theſe 
mult be expelled by their contraries: and ſuch is the 
love of God. For this enlightens the underſtanding, 
purifies the conſcience, fills the ſoul with true joy, and 
leads us to the ſight and knowledge of God, and his glo- 
rious per fections. 


G HA F. XIII. 


The Marks and Fruits of true Love. 


HE man that truly loves God, is always think- 


ing when he ſhall be ſo happy as to be with him, 


m; 
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when he ſhall leave the world, and make an eſcape 
out of this priſon of corruption, that his ſoul may be 
free, and find perfect eaſe and peace. And, even while 


in the fleſh, he lives not after the fleſh, but ſends his 


thoughts and defires up to heaven before him, ſitting or 
ſtanding, in motion or at reſt, in every poſture, in eve- 
ry action, he keeps God continually in his mind. He 


is very zealous in perſuading others to love God, and 


repreſenting to them the duty and advantage of doing 


ſo: he endeavours to convince them how pleaſant this 


is, and how unſatisfactory and tormenting the love of 
the world. And to prove that all this is not meer cant 
and affectation, his temper, his whole converſation 
ſpeak him to be in very good earneſt, and confirm the 
truth of his arguments, 

The honours and riches of this preſent life he looks 
down upon with a juſt diſdain: pities or deſpiſes the 
miſery of thoſe who take ſuch pains about them; ſhews 


how extremely fooliſh it is, to place one's confidence 


in things that are continually flying from one : wonders 
at the blindneſs and ſtupidity of the wretches that dote 
upon them; and that every body does not ſee ſo little 
in them as to quit theſe for ſomewhat more ſubſtantial, 
He is ſatisfied, that would they ſubmit to make the ex- 
periment without prejudice or paſhon, all the world 
would approve his better choice, find inexpreſſible plea- 
ſure in what he loves, and be fully ſatisfied in the truth 
of that which is to him evident beyond a doubt. Re 
frequently entertains himſelf with the contemplations 
T t 2 
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332 MEDITATIONS. 
of God, and feels a wonderful comfort and refreſhment 
from them; 


as they are oftner repeated. For that which is always 


worthy of our praiſe and loye, cannot but be always 
delightful to our thoughts. 


This is indeed the true peace of the ſoul, when it 
gets looſe from all diſtraction of thought, and contracts 
all its deſires into God alone, as their proper center, 


This leaves no vacant ſpace for other inclinations, but 
all is full of that which employs it, and entirely con- 
tented with the pleaſure reſulting from thence. And 
if at any time it happen, (as ſometimes during this frail 
ſtate it will) that any triſling thought, or multiplicity of 
buſineſs come in between, all this is looked upon as a 
digreſſion, or impertinence, and the man makes all the 
haſte that poſhbly he can, back to his main point. To 
dwell upon any thing elſe he looks upon as a puniſhment 
like that of being baniſhed from one's own country. For 
as their is no moment of our lives, in which we do not 
taſte ſome freſh inſtance of God's goodneſs, 1o ſhould 
there not be any neither, in which this great Benefac- 
tor, who 1s continually preſcnt by his mercies, ſhould 
not be preſent alſo in our thoughts and thankful re- 
membrances. 

This conſideration muſt needs make the fault of thoſe 
men very great, who when they come to, and converſe 


with God in prayer, preſently diſmiſs all their devout 


affections, and behave themſelves as though he neither 


ſaw nor heard them. And thus does every one who 


the more ſenſible and ſweet in proportion 
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purſues his own ſinful or worldly deſigns, and prefers 
ſome worthleſs creature, by which his mind is eaſily di- 
verted from better and more important conſiderations. 
And prefers ſuch he does before God, who employs 
more of his pains and thoughts upon this, than he does 
upon God ; who ought to be perpetually there, and 
conſtantly renernbred as our Creator, adored as our 
Redeemer, Waited for as our Saviour, feared as our 
Judge. 
Conſider therefore, 5 when the world begins to 
get within thee, what thou art doing, and where this 
courſe will end: withdraw thyſelf by degrees from 


buſineſs and noiſe ; and run away from the confuſion 


and perplexity of a diſtracted mind. Unload thy cares, 


and give a little of thy time to God; enter into thy 


chamber and commune with thy own heart; let none 
be admitted into theſe retirements, beſides him, and 


fuch afliſtants as may be uſeful in the ſearch after him. 


Then let thy heart ſincerely profeſs with the prophet, 
Thou haſt ſaid, ſeek ye my face, thy face, Lord, will 1 
ſeek *, Yea, Lord, I covet earneſtly, but all in vain, 


except thou teach my heart, where and how to ſeck, 


where and how to ſind thee. For if thou art not here, 
whither ſhall I go to look thee ? But if thou art not 
only here, but every where, how comes it to paſs, that 
I do not diſcern thee? I am told thou dwelleſt iz the 


light, avhich no man can approach unto : and how vain 


is the attempt to go in queſt of a perſon inacceſſible? 


i Pal, xxvii. 8. 
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Or who ſhall conduct me thither, that I may ſee thes 
there, whither it ſeems no human power can come? 
But by what marks ſhould I diſtinguiſh thee, having 
never ſeen thy face? What ſhall this miſerable tran. 
ger do, that longs impatiently to behold thee, laments 
his diſtance, and knows not how to ſhorten it ; would 
gladly find thee, and cannot tell where thou dwelleſt; 
deſires to poſſeſs thee, and yet does not know thy face? 
O Lord, thou art my God, and I thy creature, 
donbly thy creature, by nature firſt, and afterward by 
grace: all I ever had, and all I hope for, is of thy 
hand alone, and yet I have not ſeen thee at any time, 
neither know thee : nay, for this very end was I creat- 
ed, that I might ſee thee, and have not all this while 
attained the intent of my creation. Hard fate of them, 
| who anſwer not the end for which they were at all! 
Yet ſuch is now the caſe of miſerable man ; he is fallen 
from the happineſs to which he was deſigned, into the 
- miſery which was never intended for him, That is de. 
parted from him, without which there can be no hap- 
pineſs ; and that remains with him; which in its own 


nature is exquiſitely miſerable, Man did once eat 
that angels food, which he now hungers after; but 
now he eats the bread of affliction, with which he tha 


was utterly unacquainted, 


How long, O Lord, wilt thou forget me, for ö 
© ever? how long wilt thou hide thy face from me- 
When wilt thou turn again and hear us? When, 0 ; 
when, wilt thou enlighten our eyes, and ſhew us de 


” Pſal. Xilt, 1. 


ee 

rn thee unto us again, that it may be well with us, 
ng for without thee we muſt of neceſſity be miſerable. 
5 Call us, and help us to come nigh unto thee, we be- 
ats ſeech thee; our heart is overwhelmed with bitterneſs 
114 end anguiſh, by reaſon of its forlorn and deſolate con- 
t; I dition: O let us be refreſhed with the ſweetneſs of thy 
e? confolations. I hunger after thee, let me not be ſent 
re, empty away; but gratify the appetite which thou haſt 
| by approved, which thou thyſelf haſt infuſed. 

thy lam bowed down with my infirmities, and not able 
me, to lift up my eyes to heaven: O looſe me from this 
eat: bond, and make me ſtraight, that I may ſee and ſeek 
\hile after thee. * My wickedneſſes are gone over my head, 
tem, and become a fore burden too heavy for me to bear. 
al! J let thy mighty hand take of this weight, leſt I ſink 
allen Junder it, and the pit ſhut her mouth upon me. Teach 
o the me how to ſeek thee ; for even this I cannot do with- 
s de- Jout thy guidance: nor can J find thee, till thou art 
 hay- pleaſed in mercy to ſhew thyſelf to me. Let me ſo ſeek 
s own Das to deſire, and ſo defire as diligently to ſeek thee ; 
e eat ſo love as to find; and fo ſind as entirely to love 
; but [thee, | 

e then ; | 

. [| Pfal. xxxviii. 3. 

e, for | 
me * ! ; 
en, 0 N 

us dhe 0 
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light of thy countenance, and reſtore thyſelf to us? O 
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CHA EF; N. 
The Exquiſite Goodneſs of God. 


Acknowledge O Lord, with all due thankfulneſs, 
that goodneſs of thine, which created me after 
thy own likeneſs, that I might contemplate, and love, 
and copy after my great Original. But alas! this 
image of thine is ſo ſullied with fin, ſo darkned with 
the fumes of ſenſual luſts, that it can no longer attain 
to the reſemblance thou intendeſt it for, unleſs thoy 
pleaſe to take it again into thy hands, and refreſh the 
impreſhon. Grant me therefore, gracious Lord, not 
only a ſtedfaſt faith, but a right underſtanding, that 1 
may know as much of thee as thou ſeeſt neceſſary for 
my purpoſe : for ſuch thou art in thyſelf, as thou halt 
taught us to believe concerning thee, And we are 
taught to believe thee a being, to which nothing can 
be imagined ſuperior in greatneſs or in goodneſs. Now, 
what being can this be, except ſuch a one as hath all 
perfection in itſelf, as only exiſts from itſelf, and gave 
exiſtence to all other things by creating them out cd 
nothing ? What goodneſs then can be wanting in the 
Supreme and Original cauſe of good in all beſides! 
Thou mult be therefore juſt, and true, and happy, and 
every other perfection which is more deſirable to be, 
than not to be. | 
But if juſtice in perfection be thy eſſence and nz 
ture, how comes it to paſs, that thou doſt not exert i 
to the uttermoſt upon the wicked who proyoke it! | 
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it becauſe perfect and incomprehenſible goodneſs is 


equally natural and eſſential to thee ? This is a dfh- 
culty wrapped up in that light which no man can ap- 


proach unto, In the impenetrable abyſs of thy good- 


neſs, there riſes it ſeems a ſpring, from whence iſſue 
out the ſtreams of thy mercy. For there is a moſt exact 


harmony between all thy glorious attributes, and being 


ſo ſovereignly and perfectly juſt, as at the ſame time to 
be ſovereignly and perfectly good, thy compaſſion to 


ſinners makes no inconſiſtence between theſe ſeemingly. 
contradictory excellencies. For thy goodneſs, tis evi- 


dent, would be leſs, if no ill men had any experience 
of it; and he is more perfectly good, who extends his 
kindneſs to good and bad men both, than he who con- 


fines it to the good only ; and ſo is he, who exerciſes 
his goodneſs in ſparing and puniſhing too, than he who / 
exerts in no other inſtance, but that of puniſhing, This 


therefore gives a rational account of thy mercy to them 


who leaſt deſerve it, that, being perfectly good, thou 
canſt not but, in conſequence of that, be merciful, 


O inexhauſtble unmeaſurable goodneſs, which ſo 


far ſurpaſſeth our largeſt conceptions, let me alſo par- 
take of thy mercy which 1s ſo rich, ſo unbounded: 


let thy clemency ſpare, and prevent the vegeance which 
I have cauſe to dread from thy angry juſtice : let that 


mercy which is ever flowing out of thee, ſhed itſelf 


upon me. Rouze up thyſelf, my ſoul, and ſtretch thy 

intellectual powers to their utmoſt length, that thou 

mayeſt have the moſt ſublime and worthy apprehenſi- 
Os Un I 
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ons of the divine goodneſs, that this imperfect dim 
{tate will admit. 

If each good thing we ſee and deſire below be de- 
Iightful fingly, conſider well, how exquiſitely ſo that 
good mult be, which is univerſal, and contains in itſelf 
the charms of all the good things that are, and ever 
were, or ſhall be. And thoſe not ſuch charms as we 
find and are fond of in created beings, but as much above 
them, as infinite excels finite, and the Creator the 


creature. If then life derived from another be good, 
how excellent is that life, by which all elſe do live? 1f 


our wiſdom be ſo pleaſant and deſirable, which reaches 


no farther than the conſideration of objects that pre- 


ſent themſelves to us; how lovely, how adorable is 
that wiſdom, by which thoſe objects were ſo admira- 
bly contriv'd, nay, commanded out of nothing ? In 
ſhort, if different objects, according to their vaſt variety 
yield ſo very tranſporting, ſo very different delights, 
think how inexpreſhbly full of delight he is, who com- 


municated to each out of his own fulneſs, and ſo both 


made all theſe objects, and made them delightful ? 0 
the ineſtimable bliſs of them that ſhall poſſeſs this 
good ! What will they have ? What will they not 
have? They will have nothing, to be ſure, which 
they had rather not have. They will be ſecure of e- 
very thing that can make ſoul and body both happy : 
So great, ſo manifold, ſo perfect bliſs, as eye hath not 
ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into thr 


heart of man to conceive, 
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The Happineſs of the Saints hereafter. 


| HY doſt thou then, deluded creature, let thy 
deſires run wild upon variety of objects, and 
from theſe vainly expect, that ſoul and body ſhould be 


happy? Love that one Good, in which all others cen- 
ter, and this will anſwer all thy wiſhes : whatever can 


contribute to the perfection of thy outward or inward 
man, is there to be met with in abundance, If beauty 
delight thee, the righteous are promiſed to /hine as the 
ſun he if activity, or ſtrength, or a freedom of operati- 
on, which no reſiſtance can obſtruct, remember they 
ſhall be * as the angels of God, and that which is ſowa 
© a natural body ſhall be raiſed a ſpirituat body * ;' 
that is, it ſhall reſemble thoſe ſpirits in its activity, 
and. penetration, and powers, though not in nature 
and ſubſtance, _ 

If length of days, and a ſound conſtitution be thy 
deſire, there. ſhall be health unimpaired, and immorta- 
lity ; for the jug Hall live for ever, and their health 
is of the Lord, If pratification of defires to the full; 
they hall be ſulisfied when they wake up after their 
Lord's likeneſs}. If muſical entertainment, there the 
angels never ceaſe their melodious praiſes to God: If 
any chaſte pleaſures; of ſuch God ſhall give them to 
drink, as out of river . If wiſdom, the molt wiſe 
God ſhall then unlock his treaſures, and let them into 

§ Luke. xx. 1 Cor. xv. + Pſal. xvii. 15. 
1 Pfal. xxxvi. 8. 
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the knowledge of his own myſterious nature and provi. 


dence. If friendſhip, there they ſhall love God above 
themſelves, and one another as themſelves; and God 
ſhall love them more than they love themſelves. It 
mult be ſo, ſince they love him and one another, by 
and for him, and he loves himſelf and them by and for 


_ himſelf, If perfect agreement, there ſhall be but one 


ſoul and one will, for they ſhall all have no will but 
God's. If power, they ſhall be abſolute maſters of 
their own will, as God 1s of his, For as God can do 
whatever he pleaſes by his own power, ſo they ſhall be 


enabled to do whatever they pleaſe, by and through 


him: For as they ſhall will nothing but what he will, 
ſo he wills whatever they will, and therefore whatever 
they will muit needs be accompliſhed, 1f honour and 
riches, God ſhall make his /airh/ul and good ſervant; 


rulers over many things \ ; nay, they ſhall be dignified 


with the title of gods, and the /ons of God, and hall 
be actually heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Chriſt. 
If ſecure poſſeſſion, they ſhall have as much aſſurance 
that no part of their happineſs ſhall ever forſake them 
as they can have, that they can never conſent to part 
with it; and that Gad who loved them ſo as to veſt 


them in it, can never take it away from them he loves 


ſo dearly againſt their conſent ; or as they know that 
nothing is ſtronger than God, or can ſeparate between 
him and them. And who can conceive the excellence 
and greatneſs of that joy, which muſt needs reſult 
from ſo unconceivably excellent and great a good ? 
e . 
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O heart of man, ever wanting ſomewhat to make 
up thy ſatisfaction, every day exerciſed with pains and 
ſorrows, and almoſt quite oppreſs'd with the mighty 
weight and uninterrupted ſucceſſion of miſeries, how 
wouldeſt thou exult, ſhould all theſe bliſſes flow in up- 
on thee? Aſk thy molt ſecret receſſes whether they 
could ſo expand themſelves, as to receive the joy which 
mult needs ſpring up from ſuch exquiſite happineſs, 
conſider'd purely as thy own only. But further yet, 
conſider that if any other perſon, equally dear to thee 
as thy own ſelf, ſhould enjoy the ſame happineſs, this 
would double thy joy, becauſe thou wouldeſt be as 
glad for his ſake as for thy own: again, if two, or 
three, or more, thus dear to thee were in the ſame 
bleſſed condition, this joy would be multiplied equally 
for every one of theſe, Now according to this way of 
arguing, what can we ſuppoſe will be the rejoicing in 
heaven, where angels and ſaints innumerable partake 
of the happineſs, which I have been but very imper- 
fectly deſcribing, and every one of theſe united in a 
charity ſo fervent, that none of them loves any of the 


reſt leſs than himſelf, and conſequently will rejoice for 


each of them as much as for himſelf ? 
If then the heart of man be ſcarce large enough to 


contain his joy, for his own ſingle happineſs, how ſhall 


it find room for ſo many joys ſo vaſtly encreaſed, ſo 
often multiplied? Again, in regard we naturally re- 
joice in the felicity of another, in proportion to the love 


Wie bear to that ae will follow from hence, 
that ſince in that ſtate Cod is incomparably more dear 
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to every ſaint, than that faint is to himſelf, and all his 
brethren to him; every faint will conſequently feel 
more ſatisfaction, and exult incomparably more in the 
glory and bleſſedneſs of God, than he will in his own 
and all his brethrens put together. And if they ſo love 
God with all their heart, and all their mind, and all 
their ſoul, that even all their heart, and mind, and 
ſoul, wants room for the largeneſs of their affection; 
they will certainly rejoice too with all their heart, and 
mind, and ſoul fo exquiſitely, that even all their heart, 
and mind, and ſoul, ſhall overflow and be too narrow 
to contain the fulneſs of their joy. 

Tell me then, O my God and my Lord, my hope, 
and the delight of my heart, whether this be the joy 
meant by thy bleſſed ſon, when he ſays to his diſciples, 


Aſk and ye ſhall receive, that your joy may be full . 


For I have here diſcovered a joy, that ſeems not only 
full, but even more than full: ſince, after all our facul- 
ties are filled, there (till remains freſh matter for re- 
joicing; matter more than can be comprehended, more 
than can ever be exhauſted: and therefore the whole 


of that joy can never enter into the perſons partaking 


in it, but they may very properly be ſaid to enter 
into the joy of the Lord &. | 
Say then, Lord, and inform thy forvant, whether 
this be the joy, into which thy faithful ſervants ſhall 
enter, whoſe diligence in improving their Lord's talents 
ſhall be commended and rewarded at the great day of 


account. But that, I am told+, is a joy never yet ſeen, 


1 John xvi. 3 Mat. xxv. + 1 Cor. ii. 9. 
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or heard, or ſo much as conceived by any human mind; 
and conſequently 1 have not yet either in words or 
thoughts come up near to the excellence of that joy 
prepared for thy choſen. In ſhort, their joy ſhall be 
equal to their love, and their love equal to their know- 
ledge of thee: and certainly the perfection of their 
love and knowledge of thee in the next life, muſt needs 
exceed all that ever eye hath ſeen, or ear heard, or 
the heart of man conceived, 

Grant me then, even me, my deareſt Lord, to know 
thee, and love thee, and rejoice in thee. And, if I can- 
not do theſe perfectly in this life, let me at leaſt advance 
to higher degrees every day, till I can come to do 


them in perfection. Let the knowledge of thee increaſe 
in me here, that it may be full hereafter, Let the love 
of thee grow every day, more and more here, that 


it may be perfect hereafter ; that my joy may be great 
in itſelf, and full in thee. I know, O Lord, that thou art 
a God of truth, O make good thy gracious promiſes 
to me, that my joy may be full. And till it be ſo, let 
my mind meditate, my tongue ſpeak, my heart deſire 
and love, my ſoul hunger, my fleſh thirſt after it, and 
my whole nature gaſp and pant moſt earneſtly, till I ac- 
tually enter into the joy of my Lord, there to remain 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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